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The famous Italian Holocaust survivor Primo Levi informed us 
in his eyewitness account Survival in Auschwitz that a num-
ber of sickbays and infi rmaries etc. existed in the area of the 

Auschwitz camp. The present book gives an overview of the camp’s 
organizational and historical development in this regard. For exam-
ple, there was a change of policy among Himmler and his entourage 
toward the end of 1942 regarding the main function of Germany’s 
concentration camps. While initially reeducation and punishment 
were their main focus, exploiting the inmates’ productive potential 
became increasingly important later on. The main reason for this was 
the ever-increasing needs of the German armed forces for manpower. 
Another reason for the installation of sanitary facilities were epidem-
ics which emerged repeatedly for a number of reasons and which had 
to be combatted.
In the fi rst part of this book, the author analyzes the inmates’ liv-
ing conditions as well as the various sanitary and medical measures 
implemented to maintain or restore the inmates’ health.
The second part explores what happened in particular to those inmates 
registered at Auschwitz who were “selected” or subject to “special 
treatment” while disabled or sick. The comprehensive documenta-
tion presented shows clearly that everything was tried to cure these 
inmates, especially under the aegis of Garrison Physician Dr. Wirths. 
The last part of this book is dedicated to the remarkable personal-
ity of Dr. Wirths, the Auschwitz garrison physician since 1942. His 
reality refutes the current stereotype of SS offi  cers. In this context, 
the statements by the former communist concentration camp survivor 
Hermann Langbein are particularly revealing.
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Healthcare in Auschwitz: Medical Care and Special Treatment of 
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“In the Auschwitz Concentration Camp, sick inmates of the camp who were 
considered unfit for work, especially Jews, were also murdered in large num-
bers. 
a) In the �01,Q,R among inmates who reported sick and, following an examina-
tion, were presented by an inmate physician (the so-called physician present-
erQ*R) to the camp medical officer, those whom the camp medical officer judged 
unable to work were selected almost every day. Then they were killed with 
phenol injections. The number of inmates murdered in this way could not be 
ascertained. However, there were several thousand. More precise details on 
the selection process and the methods of killing will be discussed further in re-
lation to the offences of the 
B?�Q4R Klehr, Scherpe, Hantl. 
b) Every now and then the camp doctor, in the company of an 
B?, went into 
the wards of the �01 to check on orderliness and cleanliness and to assess 
whether the �01 was overcrowded. In this case, he selected a series of in-
mates who later were also killed with phenol injections. Particularly threat-
ened were inmates who had already been in the �01 for a long time. The 
number of inmates chosen during these so-called small selections and then 
killed with phenol could also not be ascertained. We will also return later to 
these small selections. 

������������������������������������������������������
,� Häftlingskrankenbau��%�/%�=����/���%�=�����6HKB7�
*� Arztvorsteller�
4� Sanitätsdienstgehilfen��

�&�� �=����
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c) In addition to these minor selections, there took place in the �01 at certain 
time intervals so-called major selections. In these major selections, all sick in-
mates who were in the �01 were to be presented naked to the camp medical 
officer. Then with a look the camp medical officer decided whether a patient 
could still remain in the �01 or whether he should be killed. Often during 
these major selections 200-300 inmates were destined to die. Their tempera-
ture chartsQ3R were brought into the clerks’ office, where a list with numbers of 
inmates destined to die was compiled. One or two days later, inmates selected 
were called, loaded onto trucks and taken to the gas chambers, where they 
were killed with Zyklon B. The number of inmates murdered in this way also 
could no longer be ascertained. 
d) Finally, there were from time to time so-called camp selections. In the 
course of these, camp inmates, except those who held a responsibility and oth-
ers who were employed in special activities, were reviewed to verify their fit-
ness for work. These so-called camp selections took place both in the 
��==8
�����Q9R and in the various sectors of the Birkenau camp. The inmates in these 
selections had to line up naked. Their fitness for work was assessed by the 
camp doctors at a glance. Any inmates who did not appear fit for work – to this 
category belonged especially the so-called MuslimsQ-R – were separated from 
the other inmates and allocated to a particular block isolated from other in-
mates. After a few days, the men selected were taken by truck to the gas cham-
bers and killed there with gas. 
As cause of death on death certificates of all inmates killed in this way, natural 
causes (e.g. cardiac weakness) were given. 
It has not been possible to ascertain whether and to what extent these selec-
tions took place on the orders of the 	
��Q;R or �N��.Q:R 
They were probably based on the action, already mentioned, implemented in 
concentration camps with the secret code 14 f 13. 
The Assize Court has, based on the presumption in favor of the accused, as-
sumed that the SS doctors received from higher up (probably from Amt IIIQ5R of 
the �N��) a general directive to select and unobtrusively kill sick and com-
pletely debilitated inmates whose labor could no longer be relied on. However, 
in addition to selections by the doctors, these selections were also carried out 
by SS officers, NCOs and nurses, at times without orders, on their own initia-
tive. We will return later to specific cases in connection with discussions of the 
crimes of the defendants.” 

�!��!%����%&���/��=�$��.��.��&!����'��!����$����>%��������'%�������!�����%��
�����/���&'=����#��'���/��%= �������%=��%������$�>��#��!����%��&���%����8
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9� �!���'�&!$%�A���%����= ��
-� �=�&%�����%�=������
;� Reichssicherheitshauptamt��	�%&!�
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:� SS-Wirtschafts-Verwaltungshauptamt��
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�=����D��%>%�������%�%�����

,�,��"��>%�%�������
= ��>��
�=����D��%>%�������%�%����
(��=��!�������/����&!�,53*#��!���&���=%&��� �&���/�������%���%�����%�����

�&%��%���&��&������%���&�= ����������� ��>�%���>����!�����%&����E��8��'&�8
�%>��F�)�����&!�4,#�,53*�

 Brigadeführer�	%&!����?�K&.�#�!�����/�Amts-
gruppe D�O Konzentrationslager�6)//%&��?��' �B�O����&������%���&�= �7�
�/���$��8/��=���

 Wirtschafts-Verwaltungshauptamt#������&�==��������
�/� ���� �!�� &��&������%��� &�= �� �� ��&���� ������� %�� $!%&!� �!��� $���� %�8
/��=���,+�

“By order of the 	�%&!�/K!��� SS, in a number of camps work is being carried 
out inside these preventive detention camps on behalf of the arms industry. 
These works are of military importance and therefore particularly urgent. With 
newly-arrived inmates, I must first fill these camps; then, according to the level 
of urgency, the needs of other camps will be met.” 

��=���!��������!��&!�����$�������������&%�����)��� �%��4+#��!��

 Grup-
penführer�)�$����"�!�#� !���� �/� �!��

�WVHA#� ����� �� ������� ����%==����
$%�!� �!�� �'�H�&�� E
�&�� ����%��� �!�� 
�� �&������� �/� �!�� ���&������%���
��= ��%�����!��

�WVHA#F�%��$!%&!�!��������,,�

“The war has brought a clear structural change in the concentration camps 
and has radically changed their duties with regard to the inmates. Increasing 
the number of inmates solely for reasons of security, rehabilitation or preven-
tion is no longer the primary factor. The center of gravity has shifted to the 
economic aspect. Mobilization of the full working capacity of inmates, primari-
ly for war-related tasks (increased armament production) and subsequently for 
peaceful tasks, moves more and more into the foreground. 
From this recognition, necessary steps result that require a gradual shift of the 
concentration camps from their previous entirely-political form toward an or-
ganization that corresponds to economic tasks.” 

�!������$����.���/�%= �����&������!��$�����J'%������/��'���%����/�%�=����
�������)��B�&�=����,9#�,53*#��%==���#�&��&���������'���!��!%�!�=�����%8
����/�%�=�����%��&��&������%���&�= �#�$������!��/����$%��������������!��!����
�/��!��

�WVHA�,*�

“Dear Pohl, re our conversation in Hegewaldheim. In 1943, seek to acquire to 
a maximum extent for the inmates’ sustenance raw vegetables and onions. 
During the vegetable season, distribute large quantities of carrots, kohlrabi, 
turnips and as many other similar vegetables as are available, and store a suf-

������������������������������������������������������
,+� Wirtschafts-Verwaltungshauptamt, Amtsgruppenchef D - Konzentrationslager#����&!�
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ficient quantity for the inmates in winter, so that inmates can receive a satis-
factory amount of them every day. I believe that in this way we will significant-
ly improve Q�!�%�R state of health. Heil Hitler. Yours, Himmler.” 

)��B�&�=����*:#�,53*#��%==������������&��&������%���&�= �%�=����=��8
���%������������'&����������&�����)���!����=�����#�SS Brigadeführer�?�K&.��
����� &��&������%��� &�= �=��%&��� �//%&���� 6&�= �  !��%&%���7� �� ������� &��8
&���%���E=��%&����&�%>%���%���!��&��&������%���&�= �F�6Ärztliche Tätigkeit 
in den Konz.-Lagern7������!%��$�������&!������'==�����/��!��>��%��%����%��
&�= ��������!�#�$!%&!��!�$����!��#��/�,4-#+++�%�=����#��!����$����;+#+++�
����!���?�K&.��&���%�'���,4�

“With a death rate so high, you can never bring the number of inmates up to 
the level that the Reichsführer SS has ordered. The chief physicians in the 
camps must strive with all means at their disposal to ensure that the death rate 
in individual camps falls substantially. The best doctor in a concentration 
camp is not one who seeks to attract attention with inappropriate harshness, 
but one who maintains the labor capacity as high as possible with surveillance 
and rotation in individual workplaces. Camp medical officers have to attach 
more importance to monitoring inmates’ food and to make proposals for im-
provements to the camp commandants in agreement with the authorities. These 
must not, however, remain only on paper, but must be regularly checked by 
camp doctors. Camp doctors must also ensure that working conditions in indi-
vidual workplaces are improved as much as possible. For this purpose, it is 
necessary that camp doctors check working conditions in person and on site. 
The Reichsführer SS has ordered that mortality absolutely must be reduced. 
For this reason, it is ordered as above, and each month a report must be sub-
mitted to the head of Office D II on what measures have been taken. Starting 
February 1, 1943.” 

)�����'����*+#�,534�?�K&.���� �%��� ����%==���D������������$����� ��� �!��
&��&������%���&�= �&�==�����������/����$��,3�

“I forward for information the copy attached. As I have already pointed out, 
the mortality rate in the camps must be reduced by all available means. This is 
also possible with the full utilization and appetizing preparation of the food 
available, and good management of the reception of parcels. 
I hold the camp commandant and the head of the of the concentration camp 
administration personally responsible for exhausting every possibility to main-
tain the working capacity of the inmates, and will check in the future during 
staff assessments which must be submitted here whether in this case the SS of-
ficers responsible have fully performed their duty.” 

��������'����/� �!����=���'���� ��.�������%==���#� %�� �!��/%����!��/��/�,534�
����!�� %��&��&������%���&�= �����  ����%��%/%&������� 
�� �!���� ������� �!%��
���"�!������%==���#�������
� ��=����4+#�,534#�$�������,9�
������������������������������������������������������
,4� �?0#����#�53#�  ��,3*/��
,3� �)8,9*4��
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“Reichsführer, 
After mortality in December 1942 fell to about 10%, already in the month of 
January 1943 it dropped to 8%, and has since decreased steadily. In essence, 
this decline in mortality is due to the fact that hygiene measures requested for 
a long time have now been implemented at least to a large extend. Also, with 
regard to food, it has been ordered that a third of the nourishment, raw and 
properly chopped-up, be added to the cooked food just before serving.” 

)�!���=���'����&��&�������!��%= ��>�=�����/�$%�����&���!%��#��!���!������
�'���%����/������&����#��!���%�!�������&�%>��/���� ��&���#�������&��.����&�����
%��B�&!�'�/���%�=����&��.���

)��)&������*-#�,534�"�!��%��'������%= ���������&�����%��&�%>���!���&��8
&�������!��%= ��>�=�����/�%�=����D��%>%���&���%�%�����B�� %���%��������!#�
�
�� ���'&�� �!�� /'��� ��2�� �/� �!%�� �%��&�%>�#�$!%&!�$��� ����� ��� �!�� &�==��8
�������/�,5�&��&������%���&�= �#�%�&�'�%����'�&!$%�A�,-�

“Within the framework of German war production, thanks to the construction 
work carried out during the past two years, concentration camps represent a 
factor of decisive strategic importance. We have created from nothing arma-
ments factories that have no equal. 
Now we must act with all forces at our disposal so that the achievements real-
ized so far are not only maintained, but furthermore steadily increased in the 
future. 
Since the workshops and factories are essentially set up, this is only possible 
by us maintaining the working strength of the inmates and further increasing it. 
In recent years, as part of the tasks of rehabilitation then in force, it might 
have been unimportant whether an inmate could or could not provide useful 
labor. But now the working strength of the inmates is important, and all 
measures of the commandants, the heads of Office VQ,;R and the doctors must 
chiefly focus on maintaining the health and the productivity of the inmates. 
Not from hypocritical sentimentality, but because we need their arms and legs, 
because they have to contribute to the German people achieving a great victo-
ry. For this we need to take to heart the welfare of the inmates. 
As a first goal, I set this: no more than 10% of all inmates may be unfit for 
work due to illness. This objective must be achieved by a joint effort of all 
those responsible. 
For this the following are necessary: 
1) a correct and appropriate diet, 
2) correct and appropriate clothing, 
3) the use of all natural health resources, 
4) avoiding all unnecessary effort, not directly essential to the ability to work, 
5) productivity bonuses. 
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1) Food 
I have pointed out already multiple times the need for correct and appropriate 
food for inmates. I remind you of the following principles: 
a) Store vegetables and potatoes in such a way as to minimize loss of stock. 
First-class storage facilities. 
b) When cleaning potatoes and vegetables, keep waste to the lowest level pos-
sible. Constantly monitor peeler teams. 
c) Wash potatoes as briefly as possible; do not leave them in running water for 
hours. If soaking in water is unavoidable, keep them just covered with water, 
whole and not broken. Distribute boiled potatoes as far as possible in their 
skins. 
d) Shortly before distributing rations, mix 10-50% of all vegetables raw with 
the cooked food. 
e) Stir into the food about 10% of raw grated potato. 
f) Only throw away vegetable cooking water when it has a bad smell or taste. 
g) Distribute vegetables alongside meals also raw as salad, or uncooked (car-
rots, sauerkraut). (Sutlership!). The collection of wild greens and herbs must 
be done with great care as before. 
h) Do not overcook warm meals! 
i) The amount of the lunch ration should be between a liter and a quarter and a 
liter and a half, yet not a watery soup, but a substantial dish, rich in content. 
j) The cooks must turn their attention mainly to proper seasoning. No excessive 
amounts of salt, in general no more than 20-30 grams per day. The supply of 
spices, to the extent that they are not rationed, should be implemented vigor-
ously. 
k) Inmate cooks must be supervised constantly and replaced immediately in 
case of negligence in the service. 
l) In contrast to cooking for soldiers, in cooking for inmates, food must be 
chopped and cooked together. Only workers involved in heavy labor are to re-
ceive in their hands their additional sausage ration. 
m) All possibilities of providing additional food must be fully exploited (e.g. 
yeast, curd). 
n) In the concentration camps there must be no waste food. 
o) Hot food and drinks must be given and consumed hot. 
p) Bread may not be ovenfresh. Where possible, distribute bread in whole 
loaves. 
q) Great attention must be given to distribution of the food in equal shares. An 
inmate who receives food late through no fault of his own is entitled to the 
same amount as those who ate before him. Portions of surplus food must be 
distributed equally or equitably in turn. 
r) Inmates are to be encouraged to carefully peel potatoes boiled in their skins. 
s) The receipt of additional packages is to be encouraged. 
t) Eating and digesting well require peace and quiet. Therefore, sufficient time 
off when food is received. No unnecessary walking: take the food to the people, 
not the people to the food. 
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Do not burden meal breaks with other tasks. 
u) In the kitchens, living quarters and food receptacles there must be maximum 
cleanliness. 
v) If a patient can recover faster with a special diet, it must be provided for 
him, but only in the infirmaries. 
2) Clothing. 
Clothing, along with hot meals, has the task of keeping the body warm and of 
protecting it from the common cold. This is of particular importance for in-
mates working outdoors. 
I order that in winter, where these are available, hats, coats, woolen cuffs and 
socks be worn. 
Several light garments keep one warmer than one heavy garment, so in the 
winter, if a coat is not available, wearing two shirts or similar must be al-
lowed. 
Newspaper is an effective protection against the cold (because it keeps in the 
heat). Therefore, if necessary, have several layers of newspaper worn on the 
chest, belly and kidney area. You must give attention to procuring a sufficient 
amount of paper. 
If need be, inmates may make their own paper waistcoats. Shredded paper in 
socks is also a good protection against the cold. If no hat is available, allow 
close-fitting paper caps to be made as well. In this case, hair may be kept long 
as well to retain heat. 
I will reward suitable designs of heat-retaining clothing of any kind. 
3) Natural hygiene measures. 
In winter, care must be taken that the inmates are not subjected to hypother-
mia. So in the case of outdoor work, have repeated short breaks for energetic 
body exercise. Make use of roll calls for warming-up exercise. 
Hot drinks and foods promote blood circulation and warm the body from the 
inside. Always distribute cold food together with a hot drink. 
Bedding should not be allowed to cool; therefore, in unheated barracks during 
the day, put blankets on straw mattresses. Constantly check that straw mat-
tresses are properly filled. 
You must provide an undisturbed night’s rest of at least 7 to 8 hours. 
Inmates who work during the day in dark areas, if possible, should be exposed 
during the lunch break to the light of day with a naked torso. 
4) Avoid unnecessary exertion 
Roll calls should be as short as possible; long periods of standing must be 
avoided. If it is cold, allow short exercises stamping the feet; if the weather is 
fine, have them sit Q����!�����'��R. 
As far as possible organize workplaces with regard to layout and lighting so 
that all resources available work to the advantage of the labor process. 
In the future, useful and easily-achievable proposals made by the inmates in 
this regard will be rewarded (facilitations, cigarettes). 
5) Productivity bonuses. 
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Another key means to increase the performance of the inmates is awarding bo-
nuses. The procedure is set out in the bill ‘Service regulations for the granting 
of facilitations to inmates’ of May 15, 1943. This bill is again attached to this 
letter. Its content must be made known in detail to all those in charge of the 
employment of inmates. Camp commandants must personally continuously and 
conscientiously take care that this possibility, too, is fully exhausted. 
On the award of bonuses, especially on their effectiveness for the growth of 
productivity, you must report in detail on January 15, 1944. To these reports 
must be attached any suggestions for improvement. 
I expect these rules to have a positive effect in a short time on growth of 
productivity in the concentration camps. 
In the event that activities (e.g. the manufacture of paper waistcoats) are re-
quired on a fairly large scale, they should be performed in clinics and only by 
inmates in need of convalescence. They should be assembled there. 
The necessary premises must be made available. 
Every camp commandant who receives this letter must immediately forward it 
for information to the chief administrative officer and the camp medical of-
ficer. These two officers must certify with their signature on the letter that they 
have read it carefully. 
I will take care personally to monitor the measures set out again in this letter.” 

���/����'�&!$%�A#��!���&!���/��!%���%��&�%>��=������/����%���!��Sonderbefehl 
6
 �&%���)����7��/��!��&�= �&�==������#�

 Obersturmbannführer����!'��
�%���!���&!��#��/�(���'����,3#�,533#�$!%&!�&����%��#��=������!���=������#�
�!���� ��>%�%����,:�

“On the other hand, as has been repeatedly ordered, we must do everything to 
preserve the capacity and working strength of inmates. This requires that the 
inmate, after performing the work accurately, is also treated correctly. To 
summarize the essentials: 
1) There is to be only one roll call per day for counting, which is to last no 
longer than 10 to 15 minutes. 
2) Free time is to be used for recovery of working strength consumed; this in-
cludes sufficient sleep. Unnecessary exertions or even bullying of inmates dur-
ing leisure time is no longer to occur. Violations of this must be punished with 
severe penalties. 
3) Closest attention must be paid to food, which means that every inmate must 
really receive what they are entitled to (supplements for hard and very hard 
work). Receipt of packages also plays an important role here. At Auschwitz, 
over a million parcels have arrived in two and a half months. The recipients of 
many parcels containing perishable items which, as I have convinced myself, 
they alone cannot consume, will, with proper education, if they do not already 
do so voluntarily, give them to other inmates who are worse off. 
4) The condition of clothing must be monitored constantly, especially footwear. 

������������������������������������������������������
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5) Promptly remove sick inmates. Better a short period at the hospital under 
proper medical treatment and then again healthy at the workplace than leave 
them for a long time on the job without working capacity. 
6) To diligent inmates, all types of facilitations, even as far as re-obtaining 
their freedom; to lazy incorrigible inmates, the harshness of all possible penal-
ties in accordance with regulations.” 


�����������E����!��&�==���������/�KLs��'�&!$%�A�
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�����!���= ���=����
�/� %�=�����������&!�:#�,533#�"�!�#� ��%�����%��� �!��� �!�� %�=����$��./��&��
$��� �!��  �� ����� �/� �!��	�%&!� 6die Arbeitskraft der Häftlinge dem Reich 
gehört7���������&�==�������#��=������!���=������#������.���&�%������

“ensure undisturbed sleep for inmates who are employed in shift work. Under 
no circumstances may these inmates be awakened from their sleep, for example 
to ensure the completeness of Kommandos in a roll call.”,5 

)��)&������*-#�,533#�%�����������E����!��&�==���������/�KL��'�&!$%�A�


F�
6�>%�������%�����������&�==���������/������'�&!$%�A�I-III7�?�K&.���������
�!���*+�

“Every inmate must be able to sleep at least 7½ -8 hours, if the following day 
he is to be at 100%. Attention must be paid specifically to ensuring that in-
mates employed on night shift, after returning from duty, can also sleep undis-
turbed the number of hours needed during the day, and their sleep must not be 
interrupted for roll calls.” 


�� �!��Standortbefehl� 6?���%����)����7� -T33� �/� (���'���� ;#� ,533#� �%���8
!���&!���%�&�'���� ��>%�%�������E����� �����/�%�=����F�*,�

“When we have to transport men (inmates) to another work deployment, all 
necessary conditions must also be in place during transport to conserve work-
ing strength, so that the working capacity ascertained before departure does 
not suffer because of the transport. For this I order again as follows: 
a) The camp commandant is personally liable for any departing transport. 
b) Selection (inspection) is carried out, as ordered, by the camp medical of-
ficer, by the head of the preventive detention camp, and by the officer in charge 
of the inmates’ employment; in the case of transfer from one camp to another, 
possibly in the presence of relevant commandants of the new camp. 
Until the departure of a train, the head of the preventive detention camp is 
solely responsible to the camp commandant for the proper preparation of the 
transport. This requires: assigning sufficient escort, weapons (machine guns) 
and enough food for them; in the case of larger transports (more than 4 cars) 
an SS officer must always be appointed as head of the transport. Similarly, 
proper clothing and enough food for inmates must also be taken along, as or-
dered. Regarding food provisioning, current traffic conditions must be taken 
into account, so always give more! Food for the transport must not be given to 

������������������������������������������������������
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the inmates all at once. The train for the transport must be furnished with 
packs of wood shavings to lie down on. In each car, there is a receptacle with 
boiled water or tea, a latrine bucket and safety lighting (stable lanterns). In 
case of very intense cold, railcars should be equipped with stoves by the Reich 
Railways. In case of moderate cold, to protect against the cold the floor cover-
ing already indicated and wrapping the feet and chest with newspaper will suf-
fice. I Ask the camp administration to procure the necessary equipment for the 
transport, if it is not presently available, and to deliver it to the head of the 
preventive detention camp. The head of the preventive detention camp transfers 
the transport equipment in writing to the responsible officer in charge of the 
transport, who undertakes to return all equipment after delivery of the 
transport. Before loading the train for the transport, the cars have to be in-
spected with great attention to safety Q%��'��R by the head of the preventive de-
tention camp and the officer in charge of the transport. Deficiencies detected in 
this regard must be immediately rectified by appropriate tradesmen.” 

�!������&�%�����/���������%�� ������ !��7��/��!����&'=����$������=��� ��&8
�%&��� (��� �2�= ��#�Kommandanturbefehl 6����J'�������)����7� ���� -3� �/�
���
�'��!�/�������
� ��=����*:#�,533�������**�

“In accordance with telex dated Sept. 15, 1944 from Amtsgruppenchef D 
(Head of Office Group D) of SS �%���&!�/��8N��$���'���!�' ��=�, dated Sept. 
29, 1944, 1,000 male Jewish inmates and 1,500 male Aryan inmates will be 
transferred from CC Stutthof to Schomberg Railway Station for the use of CC 
Natzweiler. Selection QAuswahlR of these inmates was conducted in accordance 
with verbal instructions by the first head of the preventive detention camp, the 
SS garrison physician and the head of labor deployment. Q���R 
According to telex no. 9485 dated Sept. 8, 1944 from Amtsgruppenchef D of 
the SS Wirtschafts-Verwaltungshauptamt, on Sept. 29, 1944 500 female Jews 
will be transferred to the train station in Hannover-Vinnhorst, siding 2, for the 
use of CC Neuengamme for Brinkerwerke Hannover. The inmates to be trans-
ferred were selected QausgewähltR according to verbal instructions from the 
first head of the preventive detention camp, the SS garrison physician and the 
head of labor deployment.” 
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“Acceptance of mass transport of Jews deported to Auschwitz as part of the 
‘final solution’ was carried out following a different procedure. In these trans-
ports also, the deportees were unloaded under circumstances similar to those 
of inmate transports, but later the ‘selection’ followed, and in the end, only 
some of the deportees were admitted to the camp. ‘Selection’ meant that the 
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transport was divided on the ramp, and the criterion of this ‘selection’ was the 
fitness for work of the arriving deportees. Those responsible for the selection 
were the SS camp physicians. These selections were made quickly, and it some-
times also happened that bad lighting conditions prevailed. The member of the 
SS performing the selection based his decision only on the appearance Q�/��!��
%�=����R. All this took place so quickly that not even a superficial examination 
would have been possible. After usually travelling for several days in over-
crowded railroad cars, after not receiving anything to drink for days, with 
their smelly clothes and the men with their unshaven faces, they did not make a 
positive impression. In these circumstances, to be classified as fit for work was 
a matter of chance. Those classified as fit for work and needed at the camp 
were taken into the camp under surveillance only after the end of the selec-
tion.” 

�����&'=�����2%������� �!������&�%����/�%�=����� ������ �� ��������%������@�
�>����!%��� �� ����� ��� ���8$%������ �&&�'���#� ��� $�� ��� ���� .��$� '�����
$!��� &�%���%�� �!��&�= � !��%&%����$����� ����%������$�>��#� ���'=�����/�
��&'=�������>���=���%�������/������������'�&!$%�A�!%����%�������$�'�����
��/����&��&�'����!����!��$��.��/��!��&�= � !��%&%����$���='&!�=�������%8
�'�� �!��� 
$��A.��$�'���!�>��'�� ���%�>����&&���%��� ��� �!���� ��&'=����#�
$!%&!��������&.����,534����������������!��%�=�����%���!��=��D��&�= #��/����
�!�� %�%�%��� ����&�%��� �!�� &�= �  !��%&%��� !��� ��� �2�=%��� ���� ���%������� %�8
=����#������>����/%>����������$�' ����� ��������!�����'�����/��!���2�=%��8
�%�����!����� ����$������������!��/%����!�����/��!�� ��>���%>��������%���&�= �
�/��!�������!������ ����#�$!%&!������=���%�����>�������$%�!������ ����#�����
���$��' �%������������� ���������!��/%����%��������(���'����;#�,534��


������������!���� �����/�,*�(���'����*4�
“Copy. 
The camp medical officer Auschwitz, 12 February 1943. 
CCL Auschwitz 
To 
Commandant’s office 
The officer in charge of the preventive-detention camp of CC Auschwitz 
A u s c h w i t z  
The 408 inmates interned from 6 to 10 February 1943 were examined by the 
camp medical officer. 
389 inmates are healthy and fit for work 
 16 inmates are fit for light work 
 3 inmates are unfit for work. 
New arrivals: 
Nos.  100444 to 100497 fromKatowice (prison) 
  100498 “ 100522 “ Vienna (prison) 

������������������������������������������������������
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  100523 “ 100805 “ Jewish quarter Bialystok 
  100806 “ 100839 “ Katowice (prison) 
  100840 “ 100851 “ KL Stutthof 
must undergo a quarantine of 3 weeks in the camp before they can be deployed 
for labor. 
Only those inmates who do not come from a prison, a detention camp or the 
like can be used directly for labor. 

The camp medical officer of KL 
Auschwitz 
signed: signature 
SS Untersturmführer 

certified true copy 
(Mulka) 
SS Hauptsturmführer and aide-de-camp Stamp with the words: 
 Waffen SS 
 Commandant’s Office KL Auschwitz.” 
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�����=�����/�%�=�������!�����2%����/���&����%����,53,���%�%����/��!�������'8
���%���� ���%����� E	��'���%���� /��� &��&������%��� &�= �� 6&�= � �����%A�8
�%��7#F� �/�$!%&!� 
� !�>�� /�'��� ����� �!�� &�>��� ���� �!�� %���2���!�� ���.����
$����%>%����%�����%2�����&!� �����$%�!��!��/����$%����%�����*9�

I. Purpose and organization of the concentration camp 
II. Access to the concentration camp 
III. The camp commandant 
IV. The adjutant 
V. The Political Section 
VI. The preventive detention camp 
VII. The camp administration 
VIII. The camp medical officer 
IX. Officer in charge of the Security Service, NCO in charge of daytime ser-

vice and the camp police 
X. The guard escort service 
XI. Admission, release and transfer 
XII. Administration of inmates’ money 
XIII. Postal Censorship 
XIV. General regulations of the camp 
XV. Penal code. 

����2&�� �� /��=� �!���� ���'���%���#� �%��������

 Hauptscharführer �'��#�
$��������&�%�����������
�!����������������!��/%����/��!���'�&!$%�A�&�= �
����%������%����
�$%������'�������!%����&'=������������!�������������E	��'��8
�%���� /��� �!��	�>�����K&.�$�=��D�� &��&������%��� &�= � 6&�= � �����%A�8
�%��7F� ������%���>��%��%������&�������/�����$�=��D��&�= �*-�

?������� �'���� /����'�����$!�����>��� %��&��&������%���&�= ���2 �������
/�������=%������%��� %�=�������� /��=�$%�!� J'���%���� ���� ���$���� ���%�����
E
����'&�%��������!�����.�������'�%����/�&��&������%���&�= ��'����F������%��
�!%���������*;�

“Question: What must the guard do if he observes laziness, negligence and 
idleness? 
Reply: He must report this to the team leader or the preventive detention camp 
commandant indicating the inmate’s number. 
Question: What may he not do under any circumstances? 
Reply: It is prohibited to physically punish an inmate.” 

�!��E	��'���%����/����!��	�>�����K&.�$�=��D��&��&������%���&�= F�����8
���*:�
������������������������������������������������������
*9� Dienstvorschrift für Konzentrationslager (Lagerordnung)#�?�	(#�;3398*85-#�  ��*/��
*-� Dienstvorschrift für das Fr. KL Ravensbrück (Lagerordnung)#���#��8,+*,��	�&����

?��' �����*3*T44:#�>����4#�	��������,:#�(��=�������-*;8-;,��
*;� Unterricht über Aufgaben und Pflichten der Wachposten in einem Konzentrationslager#�

	?N�#�,4-;8,8*#� ��4��
*:� Dienstvorschrift für das Fr. K.L. Ravensbrück (Lagerordnung). ��#��8,+*,��	�&����

?��' �����*3*T44:#�>����4#�	��������,:#�(��=��-4*�6 ��-7��
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“Particular attention is drawn to the severe punishment in cases of proven ill-
treatment of inmates” 

���������%��%&������!�� '�%�!=����*5�
“Any ill-treatment of inmates in preventive detention is forbidden (dismissal 
without notice).” 

�!����������&������ '�%�!���������%�=����$!���%�����#�������/��=������'����
����!���%�=����4+�


���!��E��=�����'=�/����!��%����'&�%����/�

��//%&�������>%������&��8
&������%���&�= ��'��F�$�������4,�

“Particular attention must be paid to ensuring that the weapon’s safety catch 
is engaged at all times, in order not to unnecessarily endanger oneself, com-
rades, civilians or inmates, whose working strength must be preserved. 
Each guard also has the duty to encourage inmates to work, and in case of la-
ziness, negligence etc., to report them giving their number. 
Guards are prohibited from punishing inmates themselves.” 

�!���'�&!$%�A� ���'���%�������%&���� ��!%�%���� �!��

�/��=�.%��%���������%8
����%��� =%������%��� ��� %�=����� 

�  ��������� $!�� $���� �����/������ ��� �!��
&�= �!�������%����!��/����$%���E"�����F�4*�

“I am aware that only the Führer may decide upon the life and death of an en-
emy of the state. I may not physically harm or kill any opponent of the state 
(inmate). Any killing of an inmate in a concentration camp requires the per-
sonal authorization of 	�%&!�/K!��� SS Q�%==���R. 
I am also aware that any violation of this pledge will be inexorably accounted 
for. 
CC Auschwitz, Q����=%��%��R November 1943. 

Andreas Lang, SS 
�'�==���.” 
�!��  ������ �/� �!�� '�����%�����$��� �!��� �= !��%A��� ��� �� E�����%��%��F�
6Verhandlung7� �'==��%A%��� ���� �!�� �'�%��� �/� �!�� 

�� ����� %�� �!��� �/� 

 
Schütze ������������!Y/����44�

“N e g o t i a t i o n  
on the pledge of SS 
&!K�A� Anton Wessenhöfner. 
I was instructed on December 7, 1943 by SS ��' ���'�=/K!��� SchemmelQ43R on 
my duties in general and in particular pledge to maintain silence on matters 
that may come to my knowledge during my service. 
I was also instructed that the duty to keep the service secrecy continues even 
after my discharge from the SS. 

������������������������������������������������������
*5� Ibid.#�(��=��-9+�6 ��**7��
4+� Merkblätter für Unterricht an die SS Führer im KL Dienst#�ibid.#�(��=��--5�6 ��3,7��
4,� ��
#�
8
18-#� ��,:��
4*� Verpflichtung#�?�	(#�;+*,8,+;8,,#� ��4+��
���B)�������4��
44� 	?N�#�9+*8389+#� ��4��
���B)�������3��
43� ��/����
&!�==��#�&�==��������/�;� SS-Wachkompanie�/��=��!�������/�����,533����
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I am aware that Q��!��$%��R I am guilty of disobeying a service order, that a 
violation of this order constitutes high treason. 
I know furthermore that only the Führer may decide over the life and death of 
an enemy of the state. No member of the SS and no one who is obliged to serve 
in the ��//�� SS therefore has the right to lay hands on an enemy of state or to 
abuse him physically. The inmate may be punished only by the Q&�= R com-
mandant. Similarly, executions to be carried out in concentration camps may 
be carried out only on the orders of the 	�%&!�/K!��� SS and by SS officers au-
thorized by him. 
I make the following declaration with a handshake: 
‘I solemnly affirm in lieu of an oath that I will promptly and conscientiously 
carry out my service duties in the Auschwitz concentration camp and to main-
tain service secrecy.’ 
In confirmation of this act of obligation, I sign after reading this negotiation. 
Auschwitz, December 8, 1943. 

Anton Wessenhöfner 
SS 
&!K�A�.” 

�!�� ��!%�%�%��������'���%�=�����$��������� '�����/��=����'����!���&�'������
���.���$%�!�%= '�%����
/���=��%&���%�>���%���%���&��/%�=����!������%�=����
!��� �����=%��������#� �!�� 

� ����%����  !��%&%��� ����� �� ��%�/� �� ���� ��� �!��
!�����/� �!�� ����&�%>�8&'������ &�= �$%�!� �� ��J'���� ��� %�>���%����� �!���/8
/����� ����  '�%�!� �!�� �'%����  ������ �!%�� �=������ /��=� �!�� /����$%��� �$��
��&'=�������!��/%����������������!������$%�A�61'��7�&�= �49�

“The garrison physician  Auschwitz June 07, 1943 
A u s c h w i t z  
S/Ref.: h (KL)/7.43/Dr.W.Ri. 
Subject: Ill-treatment of inmate 115385 Richard J e d r z e j k i e w i c z  
Reference: communication of the Buna medical officer July 05, 1943 
Attachments: none. 
To the 
1st head of the protective custody camp 
Auschwitz 
The Buna camp physician has informed the Auschwitz garrison physician that 
inmate 115385, Richard Jedrzejkiewicz, was admitted to the inmate hospital 
with bruises to the left eye and the scalp, contusion of the back of the left hand, 
and bruises on the buttocks. 
J.Q���A�H.%�$%&AR was mistreated with a rubber hose by the block eldest of 
Block 24 (Buna), Inmate 113932 Otto Osterloh. 
The Auschwitz garrison physician requests an investigation and the punish-
ment of the guilty party. 

������������������������������������������������������
49� 	?N�#�9+*8,8-:#� ��-4��
���B)�������9��



*-� ��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ�

�

For information to: The garrison physician 
Commandant of CC Au. A u s c h w i t z :  
Section IIIa. (signature) 
 SS ��' ���'�=/K!���.” 

�!����&������&'=����&��&������!���'�&!$%�A�&�= �4-�
“The garrison physician, Auschwitz June 30, 1943 
A u s c h w i t z  
A/Ref.: 4 h (KL)/6.43/Dr.W/Ri. 
Subject: Ill-treatment of inmate Z 4684, Jaroslaus Murka 
Reference: communication of the camp medical officer of June 29, 1943 
Attachments: none. 
To the 
1st head of the protective custody camp 
Auschwitz 
The Auschwitz I camp medical officer informs the SS garrison physician that 
the inmate Jaroslaus Murka was admitted to the inmate hospital with numer-
ous bruises to the head, the face, on both upper arms and chest, with impaired 
vision and concussion. 
MQ'�.�R was mistreated by block eldest 5a and by barracks eldest�6, who for a 
day prevented him from going to the hospital. 
The Auschwitz garrison physician requests an investigation and the punish-
ment of the guilty party. 
For information to: The garrison physician 
Commandant of CC Au. A u s c h w i t z :  
Section IIIa. (signature) 
 SS ��' ���'�=/K!���.” 

�!���$����&'=�����/����$���/%2��� �������������/��������� �&%/%&�E ����&���
�'=���F��,3�!���� %����!����/�$�����!���/��$����������!��������%����/��!��
&�= � &�==������� ���$���� ���B� ���=���� 


�� 6������ �� ���=���7�� (��=�
�!%�� %��=������&��&�'���� �!������ �!������!���#� �'&!� %�&%������$���� /�%����
&�==������#�����!����!��#��!����!��%�H'�%�������!��%�=�����&��&������$����
�'//%&%���������%�'���!����!��&�= � !��%&%����!������%�/��=��!��

�����%����
 !��%&%��#������!����!��������#� %���'��#�!������/%��� %���!��&�= �&�==�������
����!%���


�� ����J'������D� )����� ���� 3T33� �/� (���'���� **#� ,533#� ����$%�A�
��= ���==�������

�Hauptsturmführer���%��%&!�
&!$��A�$�����'�����
�!��!���%���E�%������=�����/�
�=����F�6(��%�et al.�*+++�� ��3,47���

“It has happened in a satellite camp that inmates have been struck and other-
wise mistreated by civilians with whom they worked in the same places such 
that they have had to be treated at the hospital. In those cases where working 
with civilians is intolerable, the camp commandant will be responsible for 

������������������������������������������������������
4-� Ibid.#� ��;+��
���B)�������-��
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maintaining order and must once more instruct the civilians, through the com-
pany, on how to deal with inmates. On the other hand, every case of mistreat-
ment of an inmate is to be reported to me immediately. 
I take this opportunity again to call attention to the standing order that no SS 
member may lay a hand on any inmate. In this fifth year of war, it is imperative 
to preserve the productive capacity of the inmates.” 

)/�&�'���#��>���=�������%������ ��>%�%�����  �%������%�>���%���%�����/�'�8
���'��������!�#��!���/��������'%&%�������='�������!�����'���%�����/��!��&��8
&������%���&�= ����%����� �!���'����/� %�>���%���%���6�7����'��������!�@�����
6�7�'����'��������!�������'%&%��������!��"��%�%&���B� ���=�����
��&����&�%���
$%�!��!����&����&�������#��!�����'���%������% '������4;�

“The 	
�� and the 	0"�Q4:R as well as cognizant offices are to be notified of 
cases of unnatural death and suicide by teletype. Notification of next-of-kin is 
to be by telegram (for example, husband shot escaping, or committed suicide, 
etc.). When stating the time in messages, do not say “about,” but rather “at” 
4:40PM, etc. The chief of Office Group D is to be informed by priority mail as 
well as by teletype. Furthermore, the staff of the 	�%&!�/K!��� SS in Berlin is to 
be advised by teletype. The cognizant legal officer as representative of the cog-
nizant SS and police jurisdictions is to be notified immediately; he will initiate 
an inspection of the corpse and the scene of the incident. In every case, two in-
terrogations are to be conducted and a sketch as well as (documentary) photo-
graphs to be made. The cognizant SS and police authorities are to be notified 
in writing. Attachments will include:  
One each of transcript of witnesses’ testimonies 
 report of the legal officer 
 medical report. 
Disposition reports will be forwarded regularly to the chief of Office Group D 
in two copies with the following attachments: 
(a) in cases of natural deaths, two copies each of 

post-medical-officer report of inspection of corpse  
commandant’s report 

(b) in cases of unnatural deaths and suicides, two copies each of 
transcripts of witnesses’ testimonies 
commandant’s report 
doctor’s death certificate 
dissection findings report 
funeral certificate by SS and police court 
order for withdrawal of prosecution by the SS and police court. 

If the concentration camp in question has a crematorium, a cremation order 
signed by the camp commandant or his deputy must be transmitted to the 
crematorium after release of the body by the SS and police court or by the dis-
trict attorney, respectively. Q���R By the third of each month, per Regulation 

������������������������������������������������������
4;� �?0#����#�,4,#�  ��,:-/��
4:� Reichskriminalpolizeiamt#�	�%&!�"��%&��)//%&��/�����%=%����
�>���%���%����
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IKLQ45R Pol./Az. 14 f 1/ö 3/L./F., numbered name lists sorted by date of death 
are to be forwarded with surname, given name, age at death (last birthday), 
death sentence, class of offense and prior offenses in two copies in the follow-
ing order: 

I) natural deaths in concentration camp from … to …  
II) suicides in concentration camp from … to …  
III) fatal accidents in concentration camp from … to …  
IV) executions by firing squad in concentration camp from … to ….  

Executions will be reported to the cognizant registrar’s office for recording 
and issuance of the death certificates. The death certificates to be sent by the 
registrar’s office to the camp headquarters will be passed on with the execu-
tion protocol to the 	
��, c/o SS ?�'  ��/K!��� Müller. The cremation order 
will be issued by the camp commandant or his deputy.” 


������������/�
� ��=����,;#�,53*�&��&���%���E	� ������/��������/������'8
����B���!���/�
�=����#F��!��!�����/�)//%&��?��' �B��/��!��WVHA�=�����!��
&�= �&�==��������$�����!���%���!��/'�'����'&!��� �����$�����������������
��� ���������� ��� �!�� RSHA#� B� ���=���� 
N� �#� �'�� ���!��� �%��&���� ��� �!��
Reichsführer�

����$�������)//%&��?��' �B�3+�

,�3��"'�%�!=�����
N%����%��� �/� &�= � �'���� ���'�!�� ��� >��%�'�� �%�&% �%����� ���&�%���� �!��Z
�� ���%��� ��� �!�� ��>��%��� �/� �!�� �//����Z������� /��=�$���%���� ��� &��8
 ����� '�%�!=������!������

�=�=����!���������%�!����'&!���>%����%����/�
�'���#�!��$�'���/%������� ���#�$!%&!��!��,�����������/��!�� ����&�%>�8&'������
&�= �!��� ���&�'�����%�����/����!��&�'����'�=%�� %�� ��� �!��&�= �&�==��8
�����$%�!�����&�==������ '�%�!=����3,��!��&�= �&�==�������!���/%����
�����>����!�� '�%�!=�����
�����&����&�'���&�� ����� '�%�!=�������%= �����
$%�!�'���  ��>����/��!��&!%�/��/�)//%&��?��' �B��/��!��WVHA���!���������
�/� '�%�!=����$��� ���&�%�����&&���%������ �������=%�����$�8 ����/��=��
�!���!�������� ��='�����������!��&�==������D��!���J'��������/��!��&��8
&������%���&�= ����2�� ��� �!���//�����D�� ������������#� �!�� �������� /��� %�8
&��&����%��#� ���� �!��&�= � ��&���� %��$!%&!�!��&�==%����� �!�� %�/��&�%��� %��
J'���%��#� �!��/����� ����&����%�����!��/����$%����%�&% �%����������#�$!%&!�
�%��������� ���%����/��=���/� '�%�!=�����

“In accordance with the penal code for concentration camps and by virtue of 
the administration of disciplinary punishment vested in me as camp comman-
dant, I impose after due consideration the following punishments on the of-
fender: 
Administrative punishments: 

������������������������������������������������������
45� 
�� �.��'������0��A������%����������6
�� �&��������/�&��&������%���&�= �7�
3+� �)84-;;��
3,� 	� ����&��&���%����!��%�=����B�>%������/�Q�%&R#�����$%�A#����'����**#�,533��?0#�

���#�53#� ��,4:�����B)�������;��
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... Warning under threat of punishment. 

... Hours extra duty during off hours under supervision of the SS NCO.  
Prohibition from writing or receiving personal mail, for the period of … weeks.  
Denial of lunch at full duty on …  
Assignment to the punishment company from … to … (until further notice). 
Hard bedding after day’s work in a cell in the following nights: …  
Detention: 
Level I 
standard 

Level II 
enhanced 

Level III 
harsh 

Level III can be assigned by 
itself or day-by-day as need-
ed as enhancement of Level II 

up to 3 days  up to 42 days  up to 3 days Completion! 
Lever I or II served from … 
with…  
Level III (separately) served 
from… with…  
Level III (as enhancement of 
Level II) applied on… “ 

 plank cot without opportunity to sit or lie 
lighted cell  dark cell  
Days    

)���!����>������%����/� �!��/��=�$�����%������!��������/���&�� ����� '�%�!8
=�����
���!��'  �����/��$�����������$%�!�������.�&� �%�����E�������'=���#F�
%��$!%&!��!���'=�����/����!��� ���&�%����$������������������9#�,+#�,9#�*+�
���*9��
���!��=%�����$����!��/����$%������������

“Examination beforehand by a doctor! Lashes to be administered in rapid suc-
cession with a single-tail leather whip, counted as administered; stripping and 
exposure of certain body parts is strictly forbidden. The subject may not be tied 
down, but must lie unbound on a bench. Only the buttocks and thighs may be 
struck. “ 

��/'��!�����2�����!���%�!���%���%��%&�����$!��!����!���'�H�&��!�����&�%>���
���� �%=%����  '�%�!=���� %�� �!��  ����� E�!�� >%������� ��&�%>��� &�� �����  '�8
%�!=����� ���[� ���!���[F� 
�� &��&�'����$%�!� ��� �//%��>%�� /��=� �!�� &�= �
��&������

“Medical Affidavit: 
The herein-named prisoner was medically examined by me before infliction of 
corporal punishment; I have no reservations from a medical perspective re-
garding application of corporal punishment.  
As a doctor, I have reservations regarding application of corporal punishment 
because….  
Camp Doctor.” 

1���$��!��=��%&����//%��>%�#��!��/%��%����/��!��WVHA�$�����������
“Administrative supervision: 
In view of the offense and the above medical affidavit, implementation of cor-
poral punishment is approved – not approved. “ 
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�!�������ESS Wirtschafts-VerwaltungshauptamtF�$����//%2�������!%�� �����/�
�!��/��=���

�!��/%���� �����/��!��/��=�&��&�������!����&����%����'���!�� '�%�!=����
���$�������$%���������

“Executors: 
The penalty of corporal punishment was administered by the following inmates 
on … at … o’clock:  
Manual signature (signature, inmate no. 15473). 
Witnesses and Supervisor:  
As responsible SS officers and witnesses, the following were present:  

Camp commandant 
Manual signature leader of protective-custody camp  

Camp doctor.” 
(%�����#�%����'&�%�����������!���%���%�'�%����/�&� %������$��������!���%����'���
�/��!��&�= �&�==��������  ����������!��/��=�3*�
�!�� E"��&��'��� /��� ��=��D�� ���&������%��� ��= � 	�>�����K&.� 6��= �
	��'���%���F���������!��/����$%���������%���&�� ����� '�%�!=����34�

“Five to 25 lashes may be applied, but only to the buttocks and thighs. The 
number of lashes are imposed by the camp director and entered by him in the 
appropriate blank in the disciplinary order.  
Medical examination of the prisoner by the camp doctor is performed first. The 
camp doctor notes with his signature whether any medical concern exists re-
garding the corporal punishment. Then the disciplinary order (in triplicate) is 
submitted for consideration and approval to the inspector of concentration 
camps and the Reichsführer SS and chief of the German police. After approval 
of the punishment by the inspector of concentration camps and the Reichsfüh-
rer SS and chief of the German police, the punishment is carried out under the 
supervision of the camp director in the presence of the head supervisor and the 
camp doctor, who certify with their signatures the proper implementation of 
the punishment.” 

,�9��"���'&�%���1��'�����
��� �������� =���%����#� "�!��  ��='������� %�� !%�� &%�&'���� �/� )&������ *-#�
,534��!�����=���/�%�&���%>�����'����/����!�� �%�������������/�������!���%��
����� ��%&���/�����,9��/��!����=�������$%�!��!��!���%���E	��'���%����/���
�!��?����%����/�"��J'%�%�������"�%������#F�$!%&!����.��//�&������'���,��)��
�'���3#��!��!�����/��!����������������'&�%���)//%&�#�

�Hauptsturmführer�

������������������������������������������������������
3*� 	� ��������!�� '�%�!=�����/��!����$%�!� �%��������%=����>�#����'����*#�,533����?0#�

���#�53#� ��,49/��
���B)�������:8:���	� ��������!�� '�%�!=�����/��!����$%�!� �%������
��'�%&�����%��#�B�&�=����-#�,533��?�	(#�;+*,8,+:844#�  ��-9/��
���B)������
�58
5����

34� ��#��8,+*,��	�&����?��' �����*3*T44:#�>����4#������,:#�/��=���-;+/��6  ��3*/�7��
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0����1%�&!�//#� ����� �!�� /����$%��� ������� ��� 4,� &%>%�%��� /%�=�� �!���$���� %�8
>��>���%��&����%����'�� ��H�&���%���!��&�= ��33�

“As the enclosed copy explains, the Reichsführer SS and chief of the German 
police wishes to attain maximum worker productivity through awarding pro-
duction premiums to prisoners. The vouchers issued by the administration of 
the concentration camp for this purpose may be purchased only by the Central 
Construction Office itself, and may be acquired by individual firms at their 
stated exchange prices. Prisoners awarded with bonuses are to be reported to 
the respective head of construction in writing, giving their inmate number.  
In order to attain higher productivity of prisoners, it is requested that the bo-
nus system be utilized without delay, and to send a brief report on its effects to 
the Central Construction Office by June 26, 1943.” 

1��'�������=��������.��!��/��=��/�>�'&!����6Prämienscheine7� �!���&�'���
���'����%���!��&�= � �%������D�&��������������%����/��� ������/��!����������
������'&�%���)//%&���%�����E�%����/�����������"�%���������%��=�����/���[�
 ���	��'���%����/��!��

���%��)//%&��N��/��'�'���,*#�,534F�&����%���'�8
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�&�%��� ;� �!�� /����$%��� !���%���� E1��'�� N�'&!���� 6%�� 	�%&!�=��.7�
�$������ ���"�%������� %�� �!��	� ����"��%���F��!�� �� ���� %��%&����� �!��#� %��
�!�� ��%���%��J'���%��#����'����%���!��/����$%����=�'����$�����%���%�'����
��� �%��������
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	�3+#+++�/���/%>���>����3-�

(��=���>�=����,534#���$%�!� �%������������$��������������&�%>�� ��8
�'&�%������'�����"�!�� ��='�����������&����$%�!��!��/����$%���$�����3;�

“There is occasion to note that Jewish prisoners, too, should enjoy production 
bonuses when they deliver especially good results.” 


����� 
��A���&.�� !���  '��%�!��� >��%�'�� �%���� �/� �!�� ��=��� �/� �'�&!$%�A�
 �%�������$!����&�%>��� ���'&�%������'���#�%�&�'�%�������$%�!��!����=���
�/�4,� �%������#��=�����!�=�,5���$%�!������6
��A���&.��,55:#�  ��,::/�7��

,�-�������� �����&��
"�%�������!����!���%�!����������������&�%>���������#�����$�������������$������
��&�%>��=�����>%�� ������=��������������!%���%�!��$���&��/%�=���������'8
���%���� �!���$����  �%����� ���  ���&�����$!%&!� �!��  �%������� ����� /��=� �!��
&�= �3:�

“The following rules are to be observed in correspondence with prisoners: 
1.) Every prisoner may receive mail from his family and send it to them twice a 
month. Letters to prisoners must be clearly legible and written in ink, and may 
contain only two pages of 15 lines each. Envelopes must be unpadded. A letter 
may contain no enclosure except a stamp for 6 pfennigs or 12 pfennigs. Every-
thing else is prohibited. Postcards have 10 lines. Photographs may not be used 
as mail. 
2.) Money may be sent only as postal money orders.  
3.) Keep in mind that when sending money or mail, the exact address, consist-
ing of name, birth date, and prisoner number, must be written on the piece. If 
the address is faulty, the piece will be returned to the sender or destroyed. 
4.) Newspapers are allowed, but may only be ordered through the Auschwitz 
Camp post office.  
5.) Parcels may not be sent, because the prisoners can purchase everything in 
the camp. 
6.) Requests for release from custody addressed to the camp administration are 
pointless. 
7.) Conversations with and visits to prisoners in the concentration camp are 
strictly prohibited. 
The Camp Commandant” 

������������������������������������������������������
3-� ��������%=����/���&�����'&�%����/�Waffen�
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/'��!��� ��>%�%����&��&���%��� �%������D�&����� �����&��9+�

“I. Outgoing mail. 
II. Incoming mail. 
As to Point I, every prisoner in the camp can write and receive a letter once a 
fortnight—reoffenders every 3 months. Prisoners in deportation proceedings, 
only in the conduct of their deportation (acquisition of passports and similar 
papers) may write and receive letters at any time (Rule RSHA III J). Every 
prisoner, upon his admission to a concentration camp, must submit the ad-
dresses to which he wishes to send letters. Educational prisoners are subject to 
the same general stipulations. Preprinted letter forms may not be used by pris-
oners in deportation proceedings; they must use plain paper and envelopes in-
stead. For the return address, only the town and the legend ‘General Delivery’ 
may be given. Only the protective-custody leader may approve official letters. 
Such letters will, however, be approved only: 

1. When the matter is so important and urgent that an immediate answer to 
the writer is essential. 
2. When a prisoner wants to write a letter to an authority, party office, law-
yer, or such. 

Official letters under 1. can be forwarded to the mail office immediately by the 
protective-custody camp leader after endorsement, if the content contains noth-
ing objectionable. The application for such a letter will be recorded in the 
prisoner’s file with the exact dates of incoming and outgoing mail. 
Official letters under 2. are subject to preliminary censoring by the protective-
custody camp leader and, if objectionable, to be forwarded to the camp head-
quarters. Letters from the cell blocks are to be forwarded directly to the camp 
headquarters. The respective block eldest is to maintain a Mail Book in which 
the following is apparent regarding all outgoing letters: 
1. Mailing of the letters – 2. Addressees – 3. Destination. 
Letters subject to censorship by the referring authorityQ9,R or Office Group D 
will be presented to the camp headquarters by the mail office with an accom-
panying letter. 
As to Point II: All mail addressed to prisoners goes to the mail office and there 
will be recorded in a card file and censored. Objectionable mail (except for 
mail subject to censorship by the referring authority or Office Group D) will 
be forwarded to the protective-custody camp and from there to the cognizant 
block eldest. Mail (letters, parcels, etc.) not in compliance with camp regula-
tions is to be returned to the sender. In special cases, the postmaster must pre-
sent the mailing to the commandant for decision.” ������������������������������������������������������
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�!��  �����&�� �/� ��$%�!� %��%>%�'���� �'&!� ��� �%��%��� >�������� ��� ����%�� %��
�'�&!$%�A�$���.��$���>�������!��1�%�%�!��'�!��%�%�����!�����>���.��$��!��
� �&%/%&� ���&.� %�� $!%&!� �!��� $���� &��/%���#� /��� �2�= ��� %�� �!�� &���� �/�

%�='��� 
���������� E1%�.���'� ��������= � ��� ��'��'��#��  ��� 
%���%�#�
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���/%���#��!�����'���%�����/��!��&��&������%���&�= �� ��!%�%�����!�����%>8
�����/� ��&������� �%������#��'��%���!��&����2���/��%==���D��=���'���������8
�'&��/����%�%���%���!��&�= �#�!����������)&������*5#�,53*�������&��&���%���
E"��&����
���� ���"�%������F�$%�!� /%>�� �%���� ��� �!��RSHA� ���� �!��WVHA��
������"�%���,#������������

“I permit with immediate effect that prisoners may receive packages of food 
from their families.” 

"�%��� *� =���� &����� �!���  �%������� &�'��� ��&�%>�� ��� '��%=%���� �'=���� �/�
 ��&���#��'���!����!��/����='������&���'=�������!����2�����#���&�'����!���
��!��$%���$�'�������%>%�����=�����!����!��� �%��������"�%���4��������!���
�!�������'���%�����  �%�������H'������?��=��#��'�����������!��� �%������#�����
"�%���3�$�������

“Every member of the SS who misappropriates the food package of an inmate 
will be punished by death.” 

�!����=�� '�%�!=�����$�%�������� �%�����#��&&���%������"�%���9#�$!����8
��= ��������='�����/���%�����%��=��%�����!��&�= �%�� ��&����94�

�!%��������$��� ��='�������%����%�!������>%����/��=������>�=����,3#�
,53*�����!��	�%&!�
�&'�%�������J'�������93�

“The 	�%&!�/K!��� SS and Chief of the German Police has ordered with imme-
diate effect that prisoners may receive parcels of food from their families. 
The number of parcels that a prisoner may receive is unlimited, but the con-
tents must be consumed by the prisoner on the day of receipt or the following 
day. Otherwise, they must be shared with other prisoners. 
This order applies not only to German, but to all other prisoners who have the 
means to have food parcels sent to them. 
Every abuse, for example, theft of food parcels, or misuse, such as smuggling 
of secret messages or other contraband, will be dealt with most severely. 
The SS Economic and Administrative Main Office, Office Group D – Concen-
tration Camps – has already advised the commandants of all concentration 
camps. 
I announce this and ask to decide accordingly when approached by family 
members. 
This decree is not applicable to local and county police.” 

������������������������������������������������������
9*� �?���#�,98�*��
���B)�������,*���
94� ��#��8,+*,��	�&����?��' �����*3*T44:#�>����4#������,:#�/��=��99-��
93� 	?N�#�9+38*8:#� ��,3��
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�� �� �%��&�%>�� �/��'�'��� ,#� ,533#�"�!�� /������� �!�� �%��&�� !����>��� �/�
 ��&����/��=�/���%���&�'���%�������!�� �%�������99�

“The Supreme Chief – SS )�����'  ��/K!��� und GeneralQ=�H��R der Waffen 
Q

R – has ordered that no parcels from abroad, even when they come from the 
Red Cross, may be turned over to prisoners. 
All parcels are to be opened and their contents carefully inspected. Cans are to 
be opened, and all foodstuffs and confections as well as convenience items are 
to be searched carefully for prohibited messages, propaganda materials and 
the like.  
Foodstuffs are to be turned over to the camp kitchen. All other convenience 
items are to be turned over to the prisoners as needed. Significant cases of 
prohibited messages are to be reported immediately to the SS Economic and 
Administrative Main Office via Office Group D.” 


�&'�%���&��&�����'���'�������'���������!%���%��&�%>���

,�;��"��>%�%��%���
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�&�%���,�,�$��&���%�������!�����'���%�����/��!��WVHA�&��&���%���%=8
 ��>�=���� �/� �%>%��� &���%�%���� �/� &��&������%��8&�= � %�=����� %�&�'�%���
 ��>%�%��%�����'���������!���2�.��$����������!%��%��'���� ����Z���������
$%�!� ������� ��� �'�&!$%�AZ��=���� ���%����� ' ��� �!�� ����%=��%��� �/� $%�8
����������>����/�$#��%����8.��$����&'=�����&��>�������'��%����/�!�$��!��
 ��>%�%��%����/��!��&�= �$��������%A����	�� ���%�%�%���/����!%��/�������B�8
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� ��=����*+#�,53*�

�Untersturmführer������$����� �!��/����$%���
/%���=�=����� �!�� �'�H�&���/�E"�����= ��'�&!$%�A#�1�.��������&�����8
�%�����= ��'�&!$%�A#�
��&.����F�9-�

“Background: The interim bakery of the PoW camp is turned over to Depart-
ment W III. To this purpose, the head of Department W III in Auschwitz was 
present and initiated negotiations with the head of the Central Construction 
Office relating to the further expansion of the bakery. The following were pre-
sent: 
Head of Department W III SS 
�'�=����/K!��� Ohle, 
Head of the Central Construction Office of the ��//�� SS and Police SS 
��' ���'�=/K!��� Bischoff with his adjutant SS �������'�=/K!��� (Specialist) 
Ertl, 
Head of the SS General Mess Auschwitz SS ��' ��&!��/K!��� Engelbrecht. 

������������������������������������������������������
99� "�!�������������!��&�==���������/�����&��&������%���&�= ������!���'�H�&���/�E"��&����/���

"�%�������/��=�������F��'�'���,#�,533���� ��/��=�����
�!�#��?0#����#�53#� ��,3,��
9-� 	?N�#�9+*8,8,5#�  ��::/��
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Agreement: The bakery’s capacity must be expanded so as to be able to pro-
duce sufficient bread for about 160,000 men. 
Department W III has already launched negotiations with the following com-
panies, and so far has reserved the following steam-heated baking ovens as 
well as received offers therefor: 
1.) Werner & Pfleiderer Company 
 2 pullout ovens contracted 
 2 pullout ovens awaiting confirmation 
2.) Oberle Company 
 3 pullout ovens offered 
3.) Senking Company 

3 each double-pullout steam-heated bakery ovens of ‘Rekord’ brand of-
fered. 

The four English-type bakery ovens of the Werner and Pfleiderer Company al-
ready ordered or reserved by the ��� (Camp Business Office) will not be 
supplied because they are of insufficient capacity. In their place, high-capacity 
steam bakery ovens will be adopted. For that reason, the foundations for the 
four bakery ovens cannot be completed for now. 
SS ��' ���'�=/K!��� Bischoff proposed that, if possible, only one firm should 
be dealt with that could undertake the planning of the expansion of the bakery. 
After inquiry with the individual companies, Department W III will forward the 
addresses, upon which negotiations will be commence from here with the com-
pany in question. 
For the stockyard, a generator with motor of 25KVA, at present available in 
Oranienburg, has been requisitioned and ordered for shipment here, plus used 
radiators. Regarding covering the walls with tiles or plate glass, Department 
W III is currently in negotiations; the floors and most of the walls in the stock-
yard will be done in terrazzo. 
SS ��' ���'�=/K!��� Bischoff declared explicitly that the Central Construction 
Office could not make any provision available for the erection of the stockyard 
or the bakery, and that they would have to be provided directly by Department 
W III.“ 

�!��&�����'&�%����/� �!�����&.����#�$!%&!�%�� �%��������������'&�%���"��H�&��
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�/��'�&!$%�A��%�����/����'�#�%��$!%&!��!���'�H�&��E(��8�2���&�%�������B�% 8
 %��������&�%��F�%�������������
��&��&����������������=����/����!��������8
=�����/��!��/���&����%����%��&��.%���$������/��!��.%�&!���#�$!%&!�$���&��8
��&���� ���� ����� ��� �!�� �����?��=��� (��� "��&���%�����= ���� %��1�����'��
(����!%��������#��!�����%&�������&����%�/��=��%���&��&���%����!�����'&�'����/�
�!�� &�= � .%�&!���� $��� �>�%������ ��� �!%�� &�= ����� 
� J'���� �� /�$� &�%�%&���
 ��������/��=��!%���������-,�

“Troop provisioning at Auschwitz: 
2,400 hot meals are produced daily. Cooking vessels in service: 4 at 500 liters, 
4 at 400 liters, so in total 3,600 liters Q���R. 
Prisoner provisioning at Auschwitz – Jewish Camp. 
At present, 15,000 hot meals are produces. Fat extractors are not available. 40 
cooking vessels are in service, aggregate capacity 15,650 liters. Q���R 
Prisoner provisioning at Birkenau—Men’s Camp. 
10,000 hot meals are produced daily. 22 cooking vessels of 300 liters are in 
use, aggregating 6,600 liters Q���R. 
Prisoner provisioning at Birkenau—Women’s camp. 
10,000 hot meals are produced daily. 22 cooking vessels of 300 liters are in 
service, aggregating 6,600 liters.” 

��E
'�>����/����.%���N������� ������ �&%�%����!����/� %�� �!����= ������
"�%������D� 0%�&!��� ���� 
��//%��� 
������!� %�� ���&������%��� ��= ��'�&!8
$%�A�
F����1%�&!�//��/�B�&�=����;#�,534��!�$���3;�&��.%���>��������/���8
����&� �&%����/�,;#:9+��%�����/����!����%����= ���!����&'=����&���%�'���-*�

“The present subsisting complement including the satellite camps, among 
which includes the women’s camp in the administration building, amounts to 
about 20,000 persons. From this emerges a cooking-vessel capacity of 0.9 li-
ters per head. Because the daily feeding for prisoners amounts to 1-¼ to -½ li-
ters, it is necessary for the present complement to cook in two batches, to 
which heating of coffee and tea is added. The maximum capacity of the camp 
amounts to 25,000–30,000 persons. With the present 47 cooking vessels, this 
load could be carried only by cooking three turns, which is hardly practicable. 
With a single turn, only 0.6 liters per capita would result.” 

������������������������������������������������������
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'=���� �� ������!��&�����'&�%����/�����������8 ���������$�.%�&!����'%��8
%����

�����  �����>��� %�� ��� �2&�� �� /��=� �� H�'����� �/� �!�� "��>%�%��%��� B�8
 ���=���� �/� �'�&!$%�A� &�>��%��� �!��  ��%��� /��=� B�&�=���� ,,#� ,533� ���
���'���� ,;#� ,539�� (��� �!%��  ��%��#� �!�� &�= � &���'�#� �!�� ������ J'���%��� �/�
/���� 6%��.%�����=�7� %�� �!����������=�����$������� �!�� ���%����>�%������ /���
��&!� �%������6�%.�$%���%��.%�����=�7�%���%�������!%�� ���%����������/��=���
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��=������&��&�'����/��=��!��H�'������!����!�����&.���/� ��>%�%����$����
���'������ �� ���%�!��� %�� ������ ��� =�%���%�� �� ������� �����&�� ���$���� �!��
J'���%�%����/��>�%������/���������!���'=�����/� �%��������

)����>�=���� -#� ,53*#� �!��1%�.���'� &�= �!��� �� &� �&%��� �/� ,,4#+3+�
 �%�������� �!���� $���� :3� &�=='���� � �&��� %�� ������ &����%�%��� 3:� �������
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/��=��'�&!$%�A��
�����
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“During the years 1942, 1944 and early 1945 (records for the years 1940-
1941 and 1943 are lacking), including all educational prisoners sentenced to a 
specific time period (usually six weeks) in the Auschwitz concentration camp 
and the group of German criminal prisoners consigned to the ‘Special Regi-
ment Dirlewanger,’ a total of 1,549 prisoners (men and women) were released 
from Auschwitz Concentration Camp.” 
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“With the intensified labor deployment of foreigners and other workers in pro-
jects important to the war effort and the national economy, cases of refusal to 
work are increasing. These must be countered by every possible means in the 
interest of the welfare of the German people. Those capable of work who re-
fuse to work or in other ways endanger the work ethic, and who have to be tak-
en into police custody for the preservation of order and safety, are to be con-
centrated in special labor education camps and exhorted to work regularly.” 
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“The reasons behind the selection of this name are unknown.” 
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“It is urgently requested that the roofs in the area of the infirmary be repaired. 
These leak, and when it rains, the beds of the patients are in some cases soaked 
through.” 
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“Besides the 11 standard barracks for housing in PoW Camp Birkenau, Sec-
tion 2, a latrine barracks in the area of the infirmary is planned for inpatient 
prisoners. According to what the camp doctor has heard from the Construction 
Office, it is planned to place the latrine barracks at the very end of the double-
rowed infirmary facility. With the planned placement of the latrine barracks, 
the sick prisoners would be forced to walk a great distance from their respec-
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tive barracks to the latrine. It is to be expected that because of the length of the 
trip, many prisoners will relieve themselves outdoors in the area of the infir-
mary. 
In view of this, the camp doctor, provided that no serious objections exist, re-
quests that the original plans be modified so that the latrine barracks will be 
placed centrally among the infirmary area, so that it is built between the sec-
ond row of infirmary barracks and the horse stable barracks (storage bar-
racks) behind it.” 
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�/� %�� �&�%��� �!��&�= D��=��%&��� %��������%���#����$��������'�=%��%����'�8
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“After discussion with the camp commandant, the number of adequate sick-
beds for a census of 45,000 prisoners in PoW Camp Sector 2 is settled. Ac-
cordingly, at an average sick rate of 10% inpatients, 4,500 beds are required. 
In the space in PoW Camp Sector 2 planned for the prisoners’ infirmary there 
are currently 7 standard barracks, of which 2 must be fitted for use as outpa-
tient-treatment spaces, therefore not allocated to the accommodation of pa-
tients. 
In each of the remaining standard barracks, 70 two-level bunk beds can be 
placed in the tightest possible spacing, therefore providing for 350 patients. 
For the accommodation of the remaining 4,150 patients, the substantially larg-
er air-force-style�barracks, in which 190 beds can be placed with a separated 
nurse’s room, are to be erected per the commandant’s specification. According 
to this, 22 more air-force-style barracks should be erected for accommodating 
the remaining 4,150 patients. Furthermore, the allocation of a space for bind-
ing and treatment is planned, in that the availability of such a space is of ex-
traordinary importance. Also, the partitioning of a small space for handling 
bedpans is planned, which must in any case be provided for hygienic reasons. 
For every 10 beds, one nurse must be figured on, for which the load of 10 beds 
for the performance of the associated work is already exceptionally high. Alto-
gether 450 nurses would have to be planned for the care of the patients. In the 
planned treatment rooms in the air-force-style barracks, 12 beds can be requi-
sitioned, so that altogether 264 beds are available for nurses. For the accom-
modation of the remaining 186 nurses as well as the nurses for the outpatient 
barracks (about 50 in all), a further air-force-style barrack would have to be 
erected, so that now the outstanding requirement for the prisoners’ infirmary 
of PoW Camp Sector 2, is 23 air-force-style barracks. 
For handling the outpatient treatment of a population of 45,000 prisoners, 2 
barracks are needed, as already mentioned, which must be constructed accord-
ing to the attached drawing. 
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In the vicinity of the prisoners’ infirmary it is further essential that 2 wash bar-
racks and 2 latrine barracks be erected, because bedridden inpatients can un-
der no circumstances walk the great distance to the wash and latrine barracks 
of PoW Camp Sector 2. 
Bedridden patients must use dry toilets (bedpans lined with lime and peat 
moss) which, as also already mentioned, are kept in an isolated space in each 
barracks. For a load of 190 patient-prisoners, 14 dry toilets are required for 
this, 5 for each 70 patients, thus 343 dry toilets altogether. 
Furthermore, a disinfection and disinfestation facility with laundry must be 
provided within the vicinity of the prisoners’ infirmary in order at least to ena-
ble disinfestation of the prisoners being admitted to the infirmary. The provi-
sion of this facility can, in keeping with wartime conditions, be attained with 
the simplest means. In one of the planned wash barracks, a diet kitchen must 
also be installed, in order to provide alimentary fiber and tea for the numerous 
prisoners with intestinal infection to be expected. 
For the removal of corpses from the prisoners’ infirmary to the crematorium, 
two covered handcarts must be obtained, with a capacity of 50 bodies. 
Furthermore, the SS garrison physician Auschwitz proposes the consideration 
of a dedicated kitchen for the prisoners’ infirmary for 4,500 patients, since this 
number by itself very much accords with the demands of an entire camp. 
The scheme here presented has as its premise that a provision for the sick will 
be attained in the traditional manner.” 

�!��� 

�Brigadeführer� �����0�==���#� !���� �/�)//%&��?��' ��� �/� �!��
WVHA#�%�� �&�����'�&!$%�A��������;#�,534#��!������%���� !��%&%����'�8
=%��������'�/�%�&!%�����/���.��� ��������!��!��%��%&�&���%�%����%���!��&�= �
���!%=#�$!%&!�!�����&�%����%���!��/����$%���/%���=�=���/�����5�:9�

“II. Buildings under Cognizance of the Garrison Physician: 
General description from the garrison physician that the maintenance of the 
prisoners’ health appears tenuous, due to the bad conditions in the latrines, an 
inadequate drainage system, lack of medical barracks and separate latrines for 
the sick, as well as lack of laundry, bathing and disinfestation capabilities. For 
the improvement of the PoW camp, the renovation of the latrines is called for, 
that these be provided with toilet seats and lids. Due to the often-clogged sewer 
lines, many of them Q�!����%����R have to be emptied out on occasion, and the fe-
ces have to be removed and recycled for agricultural purposes.  
The head of the Central Construction Office opposed this approach, and rec-
ommended an outlet from the water-supply network in which the latrines would 
be flushed by means of a ramp over which water would flow continuously. He 
opposed the septic-tank scheme because of the high groundwater level, from 
which contamination of the groundwater is to be expected, since the necessary 
but difficult tub-style insulation works cannot be performed at the moment, and 
because rough estimates indicate that the amount of feces cannot be deposited 
anywhere near the camp. The greatest difficulties could be overcome only by 
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fitting the entire drainage system with pipes and with a pumping station, for 
which, however, the necessary allotments Q�/�&�����'&�%���=����%��R�are miss-
ing. The 1�%����/K!��� has recognized the very special urgency of these mat-
ters and promises to do everything possible to remedy them. He wonders, how-
ever, that on the one hand he receives favorable reports from physicians about 
the sanitary and hygienic conditions, and on the other hand later receives 
completely opposite reports. The head of the Central Construction Office is in-
structed to submit suggestions to the head of Office Group C until May 15, 
1943 for the resolution of the deficiencies and the design of an effective drain-
age system, while ignoring the current contingency difficulties, which the head 
of Office Group C will sort out himself. 
The doctor has indicated that the horse-stable barracks are inadequate to 
serve as treatment facilities, and has complained of the lack of light and water 
in the standard barracks in this sector. Likewise, the number of barracks is in-
adequate, so that the possibilities for additional barracks in this medical area 
must be explored. On closer inspection, the noted deficiencies repeatedly ap-
peared as the result of interdependencies of the initially mentioned difficulties, 
and this underscores the necessity of separating them from all other construc-
tion issues and resolving them with special assiduity. 
In order to arrive at a permanent solution for disinfestation in the PoW camp, 
the garrison physician suggested to create for every subdivision of the con-
struction sectors new, complete delousing facilities including bathing facili-
ties—that is, 10 of them. Against this, the head of the Central Construction Of-
fice has indicated that the main disinfestation facility of the PoW camp is un-
der construction, and must be finished first. If no further shortages of skilled 
labor arise, this could be the case by the end of August. SS 
�'�=����/K!��� 
Bischoff could not commit to a firm completion date. As a stopgap to this point 
in time, the 1�%����/K!��� makes available as a loan a mobile microwave-
disinfestation device.” 

���$��$%��� ���� %�� �!�� �!%��� &!� ���#� �� ���%����/� E� �&%���=���'���� /��� �!��
%= ��>�=�����/��!��!��%��%&�/�&%�%�%��F�$���%�%�%�����%���'�&!$%�A��������8
�'����/�0�==���D��>%�%����!����%�&�'���#��=������!����!%���#����%����'%��8
%���#��'&!����������'&�%���"��H�&��,-+��E��'���������
���.��1'%��%���$%�!�
B%�%�/�����%���(�&%�%�������"�%������D�1��!#F����$���������E�%&��$�>��B%�8
%�/�����%���(�&%�%��#F� �!��/%����=%&��$�>��/�&%�%��� %�� �!��$������0�==���D��
������ ����'%��� �!%��/�&%�%���$��� �����=%����� ��� �!���'�&!$%�A������������8
���'&�%��� )//%&�� $%�!� �!�� �������=���� �/� �!�� !���� �/� )//%&�� �N� �/� �!��
WVHA� ������ �'��� **#� ,534�:-� �!���� %�� �� &�= ��!���%>�� ���%&��� ��������
�K����� ��$�.� ��� �!�� �'�H�&�� �/� �!�� �'�&!$%�A� =%&��$�>�� /�&%�%��#� ���
$!%&!�
���/���6��$�.�,55:7��

������������������������������������������������������
:-� 	?N�#�9+*8,844;#� ��*3��



3-� ��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ�

�

*�*��	� ���������!�����%&��������=�����/�"�%�������
)��B�&�=����,-#�,534#� �!��&�= ���&�����/�����'�&!$%�A� 
� �'�=%�������
�� ��������!��������%����/�)//%&��B�


��/��!��WVHA�$%�!��!���'�H�&��EG'��8
������	� �����/��!�������!�
��>%&��%������'�&!$%�A�
�F�(��=��!%���� ������
 ���%=%��������/��!�������� �����>��#�%����$!%&!�J'���%���%>�������!�������
�������������	�/����&��$���=�����!���%����������'���%����/�)//%&��?��' �B�
�/����� *9#� ,53+� %��$!%&!� �!�� &�= � ��&����� �/� �!�� &��&������%��� &�= ��
$�����>%����������%������ ����'�=%��/�'��EG'��������	� ����F�����!���%�'�8
�%���%���!��!�� %��������&!��� ����$����'������!���$���%��!��/��!�������=���!�
�/���&!�J'��������!��/%����$����'��������&!�*+�������  ���%&���$������8
��&!�������!���� ����%��$!%&!��!��>��%�'����&�%�����/��!�� �%������D�%�/%�=�8
��� $���� &�>����@� '�/���'������#� ����� ���� �/� �!���� !��� �����  �����>���� 
�
�%>���!����2��%��J'���%���!����6"�%���,*�%�� ������%����%���7�:;�

“The following is reported on the individual points of the above order for the 
4th (fourth) quarter of 1943: 
1. 
The average strength of CC Auschwitz I, with the satellite camps: Babitz and 
Birkenau Commercial Park, included in the period September 16 to December 
15, 1943 overall _______ prisoners. 
2. 
The average census of inpatients at the Prisoners’ Infirmary in the reporting 
period included __________ prisoners (_____.__%). 
3. 
The average number of deaths included in the 4th (fourth) quarter of 1943: 
_____ ÷ 92 = ___.__ per day. 
4. 
The census of inpatients at the Prisoners’ Infirmary in CC Auschwitz I and the 
above-named satellite camps varied between a daily low of ____ and a high of 
_____. Treatment of the prisoners was guaranteed by the available medical 
personnel. 
5. 
The number of inmate nurses at the end of the reporting period was ____. Of 
these ____ are inmate physicians. 
In the reporting period 15 German inmate nurses were transferred from CC 
Buchenwald, who were assigned to duty in the Prisoners’ Infirmary. Likewise, 
all physicians among the admittees to the camp were acquired for medical du-
ties. 
The satellite camps Lagischa, Grube Gute Hoffnung, Fürstengrube and Sos-
nowitz, newly established during the reporting period, were provided with a 
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numbers of inmate physicians and nurses in proportion to their respective 
strengths. 
The activities of the inmate physicians and nurses were divided among the var-
ious wards of the medical facilities, the outpatient clinic, x-ray room, chemical 
laboratory, dental clinic, light therapy, apothecary, and medicinal herbs ware-
house. Their additional duties included monitoring of the camp blocks, in par-
ticular contagion and lice control as well as supervision of the intake quaran-
tine. 
The work of the inmate physicians and nurses are under the direct supervision 
of the camp doctor and the SS medical personnel.  
Disinfestation of the individual work details, new admissions, those seconded 
to branch camps, releases, and well as disinfection of housing is the responsi-
bility of the disinfestation team of the prisoners’ infirmary. 
6. 
No change has been made during the reporting quarter in the subdivision of 
the various wards of the prisoners’ infirmary, nor in their accommodation. 
In Block 28 (central ward and outpatient clinic) the warm-water devices for 
the shower room were extended and improved, so that it is now possible for 
new admissions to the prisoners’ infirmary to take a hot shower before seeing 
the doctor. 
In Recovery Ward 9 an outpatient clinic has been installed which made possi-
ble minor surgical interventions. Further in this ward, a room for physical 
therapy has been installed. For carrying out rehabilitative exercises, the erec-
tion of a dedicated gym would be necessary, especially since exercises are fre-
quently frustrated by bad weather even during the summer months. 
7. 
The prisoners’ infirmary offered the following specialty wards in the reporting 
quarter: 

X-ray room 
Pathology and hematology laboratory 
Ear-nose-throat ward 
Optician 
Light therapy 
Medicinal herbs pharmacy 
Dietetic kitchen 
Dental clinic 

The efforts in the special departments of Ward 10 continue. 

8. 
Outpatient and inpatient treatments outside the facilities of the prisoners’ in-
firmary were not needed during the reporting period. 
9. 
Activities of the dental clinic are covered in an attached separate report. 
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10 a. 
The population of the camp continued to be high during the reporting quarter. 
Consequently, the quartering capacities also remained unchanged compared 
with the previous reporting period. The admissions-quarantine blocks (Blocks 
2, 2a, 8 und 8a) are especially overcrowded, where prisoners must sleep two to 
a bed. 
The wash and toilet facilities, just like the bathing facilities, are absolutely suf-
ficient even for high occupancies. The prisoners get a bath once a week at 
least. 
Likewise, the disinfection and laundry installations meet the needs of the camp 
at a high occupancy. Laundry can be exchanged every 14 days. 
A rat-eradication campaign was conducted with Zelio poison paste during the 
reporting quarter in all buildings of the camp, in sewers and the like. The re-
sults achieved are satisfactory. 
In the latter part of November, prisoners who belong to work detachments 
working in CC Auschwitz II (Birkenau) were diagnosed with typhus. These 
were admitted for treatment as inpatients. 
In each case diagnosed, the barracks, room, and detachment of the prisoner 
were precisely determined, and the appropriate disinfection measures applied. 
Where several cases arose from a particular barrack, the most affected rooms 
therein were quarantined. 
To combat the danger of a typhus epidemic, louse and infection controls were 
introduced, as well as the disinfestation and disinfection of all barracks were 
decreed. A broader spread of typhus infections could be prevented in this way. 
The experimental vaccination program against erysipelas in the last reporting 
quarter were a failure and has been discontinued. 
A brothel was established in Block 24 with 19 women. Before their selection, 
the women were tested for Wa.Q::R and for Go.Q:5R These tests are re-
administered at regular intervals. 
Admission into the brothel is permitted every evening after roll call. An inmate 
physician and an inmate nurse orderly are always present during operating 
times who perform the required sanitary measures. 
Supervision is assigned to an SS doctor and a corpsman. 
During the reporting quarter, experiments were made to impregnate laundry 
and clothing items of the prisoners with Bayer LAUSETO. The results obtain 
are highly satisfactory. The prisoners involved reported that, after the 
impregnation of their laundry and clothing, they were not bothered by lice or 
fleas, even though for these test prisoners, their laundry was done only after 
several weeks. 
During the autumn months, bugs invaded certain blocks in massive numbers. 
The infested blocks were fumigated with Zyklon-B and have been free of ver-
min ever since. 
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The soap supply is at present insufficient, likewise that of dental care. 
The effective capacity of the prisoners’ medical buildings remained unchanged 
during the reporting quarter, since the Q������/R new cases has remained sub-
stantially unchanged since the prior reporting period. 
The ability to receive packages from home has a favorable effect on the prison-
ers’ state of health; in comparison to the last reporting quarter, the nutritional 
state of the prisoners remained about the same. 
Separate reports on the activities of the individual wards of the prisoners’ 
medical buildings are attached hereto. 
10 b. 
The food supply in general underwent no great change and may be considered 
adequate. The supply of potatoes at present is not entirely adequate. The bread 
and sausage rations are likewise unchanged. Furthermore, the prisoners re-
ceive milk soup about twice per month. 
With the onset of colder weather, the clothing of the prisoners has been 
improved accordingly. At present all work details have been outfitted with 
woven clothes, overcoats, caps, stockings, wool vests, gloves, ear protection. 
The provision of shoes to the prisoners has likewise been improved 
accordingly. 
10 c and d. 
In the reporting period ____ castrations and ____ sterilizations were request-
ed and performed, of these ____ upon female prisoners. 
10 e. 
The quarantine protocols continue to be strictly maintained. Among the pris-
oners transferred to the concentration camp from prisons, some cases of scar-
let fever have been encountered during the reporting period. In all cases, spe-
cific protocols of disinfection and quarantine have been followed. 
To suppress an outbreak of malaria, an extermination campaign against flies 
and mosquitos with the Gigs mosquito-control chemical was conducted. 
Those infected with malaria, including prisoners who have undergone malaria 
treatment, were by the end of the reporting quarter transferred to CC Lublin, 
which is an area considered to be free of the anopheles.  
The disinfection of the worksite latrines and lavatories as well as chlorination 
of wells is seen to with heightened assiduity as before. 
11. 
The supply of medicinals was overall secure during the reporting period. 
Certain unavailable drugs could be replaced by mixtures of medicinal herbs 
and constituent drugs. Experiences with phytotherapy demonstrated that vari-
ous drugs can be entirely substituted for with medicinal plants and herbs. 
12. 
The trend of the incidence of illness in the Auschwitz Prisoners’ Infirmary 
shows that … for the last quarter no significant Q&!�����R have been encoun-
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tered and that the health conditions Q�/��!�� �%������R, as previously mentioned, 
may be considered Q���J'���R in general. The … in the last … exceptions to 
admissions … attribute to the time of year … was caused by an increase in 
conditions causing colds. 
It may be noted from the trend of infectious diseases that essentially Q%����%���R 
tuberculosis cases have arisen. 
The typhus Q&����R could be overcome, sicknesses due to typhus … only in rare 
cases in which the source of infection is always to be sought outside the 
camp.” 

)������ �������!�����  ������!��/����$%���&�==���#�$!%&!�%����>%�'�������
������'=����"�%���,+��

“In order to avoid the further spread of typhus, those prisoners who are de-
ployed for a long period of time in CC Auschwitz II (Birkenau), were trans-
ferred there. Furthermore, all unnecessary traffic of prisoners between Ausch-
witz I and Auschwitz II was prevented. If these measures are rigorously imple-
mented, it may be assumed that new infections arising from Auschwitz II won’t 
happen again.” 
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“The surgical department was, as before, housed in Block 21 during the re-
porting period. Because of space limitations in Block 21, many surgical pa-
tients were treated in Block 19. The outpatient treatments were performed in 
Block 28. 
In the reporting period, 1,800 prisoners were in the surgical department, of 
whom 314Q5*R prisoners received aseptic surgeries. Septic surgeries (for phleg-
mons, abscesses, etc.) were performed on 2135 patients. 
Of the septic surgeries, the following are to be listed: 
Stomach resectioning 2 
Removal of neck lymph nodes 3 
Gall bladder excisions 1 
Laparotomies 2 
Appendectomies 10 
Hernia operations 102 
Castrations 89 

“ 1 
Genital surgeries 5 
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Hydrocele operations 9 
Vascular operations 7 

“ 2 
Amputation of extremities 11 
Mastoidectomies 30 
Tonsilectomies 30 
Deviated septums 16 
Ovariectomies 2 
Rotator-cuff resectioning 1 
Tubal ligations 1 
Skin grafting 2 
Aside from these, various other septic surgeries were performed. Treatment of 
septic illnesses, such as phlegmons, suppuration, etc., was divided up as fol-
lows: 
Lower extremities 997 
Upper 555 
Various surgical illnesses 583 
Aseptic surgeries were performed with ether anesthesia or 2% Novocain. For 
small abscess surgeries, chloroethyl was used. A shortage of short-term anes-
thesia (chloroethyl) was noticeable in the reporting period. The lack of com-
partments for the treatment of wounds in the aseptic section has had a deplor-
able effect on postoperative cases and frustrated these efforts. 
Surgical linens are in a deplorable state on the score of uninterrupted usage 
and lack of sufficient quantities to permit concurrent launderings.” 

�!��E����!���	� ���������= ����%����&&�==��������'����%�����$�� %��
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“Cases treated: 
In the reporting period 3,138 prisoners Q$���53R treated in the clinic. 
Of these: 
Surgical cases 1426 
Diarrhea 327 
Constipation 253 
Angina 79 
Diabetes 4 
Congestive heart failure 25 
Scabies 62 
Pneumonia 75 
Flu 136 
Heat rash/impetigo 268 
Other 449 
Infectious diseases:  
Scarlet fever 5 
Mumps 16 
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Measles 5 
Erysipelas 5.” 

�!�� �'��%&��� � ����%���� $���� ��&������ %�� �!�%�� ��� �&�%>�� ���%�����#� �/�
$!%&!� �$�� $���� /�'��� �/���� �!�� $���� �!�� "��%�!� !%����%��� �����.�
^$%���&.%�$���������!%��6^$%���&.%#� ��44+7��

“The operation books contain the names and prisoner numbers of prisoners, 
the dates of admission, the diagnoses, and the kind of operation. They cover 
the period from September 10, 1942 to February 23, 1944. In this period, as 
the entries reflect, 11,246 operations of various kinds were performed.” 

�!%��$��.���'���������>�������/�=�����!���*+�� ����%���� ������P�
)��B�&�=���� 5#� ,534#�?�K&.��  ��='������� �!�� /����$%��� &%�&'���� ���

E�����=�����/��!���'���������������$%�!�"�%������F�����!��&�==���������/�
����&��&������%���&�= �#�%�&�'�%����'�&!$%�A�59�

“In coordination with the 	
��, I direct in amendment to my circular D I/1 
Az.: 14 c 9/U./S.-Geh.Tgb.Nr. 1113/44 of August 30, 1944, that Jewish prison-
ers who urgently need surgeries may be transferred to the nearest hospital. 
The transfer may be effected only when the required surgery will be performed 
by a Jewish physician, who must also be transferred. The transfers back of the 
patient and the physician must then occur immediately after the surgery is 
completed. I expect of you that you that you will apply the strictest standards to 
the potentially eligible cases, and transfer only those prisoners for whom a 
surgery is inevitable.” 

�� /�$������ �����#� ���B�&�=���� ,3#�	'���/��Y_#� �!�� �!��8!�����/�)//%&��
B
#���>%�����!��&�= �&�==���������/��!��/����$%����=���=��������!��&%�8
&'����H'�����/���������5-�

“Further to the above circular, I advise with authorization of the head of 
Agency D III that, when a Jewish inmate physician is not available for the sur-
gery to be performed, a qualified non-Jewish inmate physician may perform 
the needed surgery.” 

)�� �!�� ��=�����#� �!�� !���� �/�����&��B� 


� �/� �!��WVHA#� 

�Standart-
enführer� ����� ����%��#� �����=%����� �!�� /����$%��� �%��&�%>�� ��� �!�� &�= �
 !��%&%����/���%= ��=�����%����/��!��������&%�&'���������?�K&.�5;�

“The camp physicians are advised to make themselves familiar, through the 
camp commandants, with Circular DI/1, Az.: 14Sep. U./We. Of December 9, 
1944. In this is to be noted that surgeries in civilian hospitals can be per-
formed even if no Jewish inmate physician is available to perform the surgery. 
In such case, a qualified non-Jewish inmate physician is to be substituted. It is 
under no circumstances to be permitted for a physician of a civilian hospital to 
perform the surgery.  

������������������������������������������������������
59� �?0#����#�53#� ��,34�������&�% �%����������
�!���
5-� Ibid�#� ��,39�������&�% �%����������
�!���
5;� Ibid�#� ��,33�������&�% �%����������
�!���
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A corpsman or matron is to be present at every surgery performed by an in-
mate physician. The return transfer is to be conducted immediately upon com-
pletion of the surgery. The head camp physicians are to coordinate with the 
hospitals and assure the smoothest possible transitions. 
The head camp physicians will correspondingly instruct the physicians and 
corpsmen posted to the satellite camps and assure that the above order is com-
plied with faithfully.” 

*�4��B�'���
�=�����!�� �����>�����&'=�������H�'�����%��������/�'����!����!�$�����%���
&�>��� �!�� �������E1%�.���'�"�%������D�
�/%�=����B�'������'= �%���/��=�
��>�� ,T3*� ��F� Q��� ��&���� ����� �������R�5:��!��  ����� ���� �%>%���� %���� �%2�
&��'=���$%�!��!��/����$%���!���%�����
��%����'=���@�B���@�"�%�������'=8
���@�"�%�����D��1��&.@�
'���=�@�B�'����=%�%�������55��!��H�'��������%���
$%�!��'=����-3;*������!��������/���>�=����,#�,53*����������$%�!��'=8
����,3;93������!��������/��'���,9#�,534��������/��!��:#*:*�����%���!�>�����
���$%�!� �%�������$!����&�%>�����'����� �������#�$!%&!�%��%&������!����!���
$����'������%�����=��.%����/� �����=�����(����2�= ��#�"�%����������,43#�
�!����A�#� ��&�%>��������>�=����-#�,53*#���'=��%�#���� �!��;�!��� %�%�#�
����!��:�!���%����#�����!��5�!����$�����������!��,+�!��%�%���%�#�����!��,4�!�
���� ��� �!�� ,-�!� ��'=��%��� "�%���������� ;;*#� ?��`�%�$�.%#� ��&�%>��� ���
��>�=����*;���'=��%�#�����!��*:�!�&�//�%��#�����!��*5�!���%����#�����!��
4+�!�����%�A��#����B�&�=����*����%������%�A��#�����!��4�����'=��%�#����
�!��-�!�����%�A��#�����!��;�!���'=��%�#�����!��:�!��&�%>�����&�������������
�!��,4�!���'=��%���
��%'=������$��� ���&�%�������(���'����,*#�,534�/���
"�%����������,4#�"���&!%�#���� �!��,4�!��� %�%�#���� �!��,-�!����$������� �!��
,;�!����%'=��������������!��**���&��&%'=��
�!��=����/��J'������'������'���%���!�������=�����/��!�� �%�������$����,++�

B�2�����#� ��'=��%�#� 1'��=%����#� ����%�A��#� �� %�%�#� 0�������� ����#�
 ����%����#� ����=%A���#� �&�%>����� &�����#� ��%����#� ��!��#� >����%��#� &�/8
/�%��#� ����&!�%��#� .���%�#� ���=%��#�G'%�%��#���=���%�#� ����� '�=%�#���8
��=%�#� ?�������#� ��=���%�#� �'���%��#� 
�= ����#� &�= !��� �%�#� "������%�#�
�'�/��%��=%��#�&��&%'=#����'����#���>���%�#�
��%A%�#��������%�#�N%��=%���#�
N%��=%���#�N%��=%��B#��%�%���%�#�����&%�#����%'=�������

*�3���!��"�%������D�
�/%�=����%������$%�A�
����$%�A���= �$���� �����%����>�=����,53*������!����%=�#�%�� ��>%����
���������'� ��%����&�%�%&�/����!�������=�����/�=%����%����������
��$��� ����8
������������������������������������������������������
5:� �?0#�)1#�4:*#� ��*��
���B)�������,5��
55� Ibid�#� ��4��
���B)�������*+��
,++�
�=���/��!�� �� �����=����%�����$������������=����/��!������$!%&!�$���%�������������

���������@�����������D����=��.��
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���� �'%��� '����� ��� '�������  ��H�&�� $%�!� �!�� �%���� E"�%������D� �����!� ����
B��������%�%&�F��!%��  ��H�&�� ����� �!�� ���= � �/� �!�� 

� ����%���� !��%&%���
�����!���%����'����/�	'���/��Y_����$����,+,�1'����&�= �!�� %����$���%������
 �����������!���%=�#����=������%�/������/��=�����������/���>�=����9#�,53*�
/��=�

�Obersturmbannführer�����%��� ���

�Brigadeführer�0�==����� 
��
�!�� ��2�#� �!�� /����$%��� %�� $�%����� $%�!� ��/����&�� ��� ��  ��>%�'�� ���� !����
&��>�����%���,+*�

“In order to bring about a complete separation of Camp ‘Buna’ from Ausch-
witz Concentration Camp in the manner discussed on November 4, 1942, the 
erection of the infirmary facility proposed for the camp branch by the Ausch-
witz garrison physician is requisitioned, and it is requested to move forward as 
possible with the construction and furnishing of the infirmary barracks.  
For the infirmary, 6 barracks are planned for the camp ‘Buna’ (2 surgical, 2 
medical, and 2 for infectious diseases). In these 6 barracks, the laundry and 
bathing facilities are still lacking, as well as latrines. These sanitary installa-
tions could be realized in a connecting corridor yet to be erected between the 
surgical and medical barracks, as was done, for example, in CC Dachau. For 
the surgical barracks, a room for aseptic surgeries is still missing. The con-
struction of such a room is absolutely indispensable for the anticipated camp 
population and to prevent a great upsurge in prisoners incapable of working. 
The installation of the operating room is the responsibility of the I. G. Farben 
Company. 
Latrine, laundry and bathing facilities are likewise required for the infectious-
diseases barracks. In order to prevent any infestation of the prisoners from the 
start, the installation of a disinfestation and delousing facility is the first order 
of business. 
In connection with these facilities, a morgue and an incinerator could be in-
stalled in the basement rooms. 
It is reiterated here that the foregoing planned installations are to be consid-
ered as the most urgent hygienic-medical requirement.” 

�!������$%�A�!�� %����!���������2����%>�������&�%��������!��
���%�����$8
%�!���&����������������1�������%����$�����������!��$���8.��$���'�!���"�%8
=����>%��1��!�$������ ����������'�&!$%�A����(���'����*-#�,533��
��,53-�
�!���  '��%�!��� �� E	� ���� ��� �!�� ���%��%&8
��%����� )����%A��%��� �/� �!��
����$%�A� ���&������%��� ��= � /��� ��$�� 6�'�&!$%�A#� �  ��� 
%���%�7#F,+4�
/��=�$!%&!��!��/����$%��� ��������������.����

“Illnesses of the stomach and digestive tract. Q���R The standard treatment was 
of a dual nature and encompassed both nutrition and pharmacological thera-
pies. After their admission to the hospital, the patients underwent a total fast 
for 24 hours, after which they received a special diet until their condition im-

������������������������������������������������������
,+,�	?N�#�9+*8,8*-,#� ��,,+��
���B)�������*,��
,+*�	?N�#�9+*8,844*#�  ��*-58*-5���
,+4�������1�������%#�"����>%#�E	�  ������'��D�����%AA�A%����%�%��%&�8���%���%������&�= ���%�

&��&�����=����� �������%��%�����$%�A�6�'�&!$%�A�O������
���%�7�F�
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proved discernibly and the number of bowel movements had declined, the 
stools had become firm and the prognosis became clearly favorable. For this 
regimen, the sausage ration as well as the soup was eliminated from lunch, 
white bread substituted for black bread, and for supper there was a very nutri-
tious sweet semolina soup. Further, the doctors ordered the patients to take lit-
tle, or best of all, no liquids, although the morning and evening doses of coffee 
were not reduced by the administration. The pharmacological treatment con-
sisted of three or four Tannalbin pills and the same number of activated-
carbon tablets; in severe cases the patients also received five drops of tincture 
of opium each day as well as some drops of ‘Cardiazol.’”�6 ��:7 
“Infectious diseases. Q���R 
In view of the ever-greater spread of these skin diseases, on the one hand 
prophylactic measures were employed such as the prohibition of shaving for 
the patients, to combat the transmission Q�/� ���=�R on razors and brushes, 
while on the other hand patients were treated with ultraviolet light. The severe 
cases of psoriasis were transferred to the Auschwitz hospital to receive x-ray 
treatments.”�6 ��57 
“Surgical Cases. 
Here also, we will not dwell long on those ailments requiring surgical inter-
ventions which had no connection with life in the camps. We shall cover such 
matters with the remark that even surgeries requiring a high surgical standard 
were performed, above all those involving penetration of the body wall such as 
gastroenteroanastomosis for duodenal ulcers, appendectomies, rib resection-
ing for emphysema, as well as orthopedic interventions for fractures and 
sprains. Where the overall condition of the patient did not assure that the 
trauma of the surgery could be withstood, the patient received a blood transfu-
sion before initiating the procedure; transfusions were also performed to alle-
viate secondary anemia as well as severe hemorrhage from an ulcer or trauma 
sustained in an accident. For donors, recent arrivals to the camp were selected 
who were in good health; donation of blood was voluntary and was rewarded 
with 15 days’ stay in the hospital, during which time the donor receives a spe-
cial diet, so that there was never any lack of volunteers for blood donation. Q���R 
The surgical suite is equipped with an extensive assortment of instruments, 
which were at least adequate for the surgeries in prospect; the walls were clad 
in washable white tiles; there was an adjustable operating table that, although 
a bit old-fashioned, still was in good condition and made it possible to place 
the patient into the main positions for surgeries; further there was an electric 
autoclave for sterilization of surgical instruments; for lighting served several 
portable spotlights as well as a large, fixed lamp in the center of the suite. On 
one wall, behind a wooden screen, were lavatories with running hot and cold 
water in which the surgeon and his assistants washed their hands. 
On the subject of aseptic surgery, we note that inguinal hernias were regularly 
operated upon at the request of the patient, at least until mid-Spring 1944; af-
ter that such operations were discontinued, except in cases of very serious her-
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nias that were actually a hindrance to work; it had to be assumed that the pa-
tients requested the operation in order to secure a month’s rest in the hospital. 
The greatest number of interventions were against phlegmons and were con-
ducted in a department specifically for septic surgery. Next to diarrhea, 
phlegmons were the most common sickness in the concentration camp. Q���R 
During the surgery on the patient, numerous incisions were made as a precau-
tion, but then it took a long time for the wounds to heal, and with the cessation 
of purulence, the incisions had no tendency to form scars. Postoperative treat-
ment consisted only in keeping the wound dry; no therapy to stimulate the im-
mune system was employed. For this reason, there were a good many relapses, 
and because of these, many ‘follow-on operations’ on the same persons with 
the purpose of opening and drying of the suppurations that had formed around 
the previous incision site; when the recovery process eventually displayed un-
mistakable progress, the patients were released from the hospital and sent 
back to work, although the wounds were not yet fully healed; follow-up treat-
ment was done on an outpatient basis. It is only to be expected that the majori-
ty of those released under these circumstances had to be readmitted to the hos-
pital after a few days, whether for relapses on the original site or for the for-
mation of new phlegmons at other sites. 
Acute ear infections were also rather numerous, which arose in extraordinary 
numbers from complications of mastoiditis; these also were regularly operated 
on by specialists in otorinlaryngology. 
The treatment of skin infections relied on the use of four ointments, which were 
applied according a standard protocol, depending on the state of the lesions. 
First, at the stage of infiltration, the lesion and the area surrounding it were 
treated for relief with an Ittiol salve; after lancing and opening of the wound, 
its bottom was coated with a Collargol salve to disinfect it; finally, after drain-
age had ceased or at least diminished, a Pellidol salve was applied to support 
scarring, and finally a further salve of zinc oxide was applied to strengthen the 
skin.”�6  ��58,,7 
“Later the first beginnings of a medical-care service were attained with the es-
tablishment of a clinic, where anyone who thought himself ill could present 
himself, but those whom the doctors pointed out as malingerers would be sub-
ject to severe physical punishment by the SS. Where the illness was seen to im-
pair the ability to work, a couple of days’ rest could be prescribed. As time 
went on, several barracks were converted into infirmaries, which with time 
continually acquired new departments, such that during our stay in the camp, 
the following departments were in regular operation: 
Clinic for general medicine; clinic for general surgery; ear, nose and throat 
clinic; dermatology clinic; dental office (where also fillings were done as well 
as the crudest of dentures); suite for aseptic surgery with attached otori-
nolaryngological department; suite for septic surgery; suite for general medi-
cine with a section for nervous and mental ailments (the latter even equipped 
with a small electroshock device); suite for infectious diseases and diarrhea, as 
well as finally a ward designated for ‘recovery,’ in which dystrophic and 
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edematic patients were placed along with certain convalescents. The hospital 
possessed a physical therapy room with a quartz lamp for ultraviolet light as 
well as a lamp for infrared light; in addition, a room for chemical, bacterio-
logical and serological analyses. 
There was no x-ray machine, and when an x-ray was judged necessary, the pa-
tients were sent to Auschwitz, where there was a good facility of the kind 
available, and from which they returned with an x-ray diagnosis. 
From this presentation one might form the impression that it portrays a hospi-
tal that, although small, still was fully equipped and that functioned well in 
most respects. In fact, however, there were deficiencies, some of which could 
perhaps not be remedied, such as the shortage of medically trained personnel 
and the lack of medication, which may be explained from the grave situation in 
which Germany found itself at the time; after all, from the one side it was 
threatened by the inexorable advance of the Russian troops while from the oth-
er side it was bombarded day in and day out by the British and American air 
forces; other shortages could clearly have been borne with a bit of forbearance 
and better organization of the health service.”�6 ��,*7 
“A great deal of intravenous barbiturates as well as bottles of chloroethyl for 
anesthetization were available; the latter was often used even for minor proce-
dures such as lancing boils.”�6 ��,37 
“The flow of patients was always very large and overwhelmed the capacity of 
the various departments; in order to deal with new arrivers, a certain number 
of patients were released each day who were not yet fully recovered and found 
themselves still in a serious state of general debilitation, but had nonetheless to 
return to work the following day.”�6 ��,97 

)/� &�'���� ��� 1�������%� ���� ��>%� =���%����� �!�� �������� !�=%&%���� ����
&!�=����#� �'�� �!��� �%=%���� �!%�� ���  �����%��� �!��  �� ������� ����%���  '��
���'������!����$%�!��28 �%�������	'���/�N������%����������	�������������
��/�������A���#� ���$!%&!��!����������/��!�%���$���&&����&����%��/������%&�
����%��� 6&/����������� *++9�#�   �� ,;4/7#� �'&!� ��� E�� ������ � ��%��� Q%�� �!��
&�%�%����/��!������&!�=���R� �!���$���!��=��%&������������$%�!��!���� ������
�!���$����� ��������=������/���>��>�F�6  ��,,9/7��

�����%���.�$�.%����&�%�����!���'���������=��/��!��"�%������D�
�/%�=�8
������/����$��6��.�$�.%�,5;:#� ��,437��

“This surgery room was built well for a concentration camp; it had a smooth 
floor of concrete and a pair of wash basins with running water and a surgical 
light hanging above the operating table. In Block 19, a recovery room was in-
stalled for patients who had just undergone ‘proper operations.” This hall was 
amply spacious; it provided beds in one place and had a special layer of insu-
lation beneath the roof of the barracks.” 


'���J'������ �!�� �'�!��� �%�&'����� �!�� ��&�%���� ����&!��� ��� �!�� �'������
���=�6 ��,4;7��
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“For the smooth operation of the hospital as well as good health conditions in 
the camp, the utilities sections were very important. Among these, the first to 
mention are: 
1) The bathhouse with warm water in the tubs and showers, in which all new 
arrivals in the camp washed, 2) the clothing disinfestation section, which was 
integrated with the bathhouse, 3) larders, where sustenance for the different 
departments of the hospital were distributed, 4) the hospital kitchen, where 
coffee was prepared, 5) a small vegetable garden surrounding the hospital.” 

�������!��.%�&!��#������.�$�.%�������6  ��,33#�,3-7��
“Around mid-1943, a small kitchen was built in the hospital where coffee ser-
vice in the mornings and evenings and occasionally diet soups were prepared, 
which assured the sick prisoners an adequate source of fluids and spared them 
having to fetch these items from the main kitchen. In the kitchen and the larder, 
the distribution of nourishment for the various barracks as well as departments 
was accomplished. There the nurses distributed the subsistence rations to the 
patients and staff under the supervision of the barracks chiefs. In general, the 
distribution was done very conscientiously and fairly. Q���R 
For those patients with more serious illnesses—involving impairments of the 
digestive system after surgical procedures—the hospital received 50 dietetic 
meals from the main kitchen: instead of the usual soup, black bread and 
spreads, they received a half-liter of milk soup with grits, sugar as well as 200 
grams of white bread. From time to time the hospital received a little sugar 
and rolled oats, which was given to the convalescents in the form of a dry mix-
ture.” 

�����%������/��!��"�%������D�
�/%�=�����/�����$%�A�&�>��%����!�� ��%����'8
���;#�,534�����'���,5#�,533���=�%����=�����!�� �����>�����&'=�������!��
 ����������%>%���� %�����%2�&��'=��#�$!%&!�$����!��������� /����$������%���
�'=���@�%�=���D�����%�����%����'=���@��'���=�������%>�����=���/� �%���8
��@� ����� �/� ��=%��%��� %���� !�� %���� 6EEingangF7@� ����� �/� �%�&!����� /��=�
!�� %����6EAbgangF7@����$�������/%������E������F,+3�
���!%��&��'=���!�� �%�8
������ �%�&!����� /��=� �!�� !�� %���� ���� ���%������� $%�!� �!�� ���= � E�%�8
&!�����F��!����=����/��!����$!���%���%���!��!�� %����$����%��%&�����$%�!���
���= ��� %&�%�����&����@������/��������'�&!$%�A�
#�1%�.���'#����$������Z%��
>���� �%=%�����'=����Z�����!��� ��&��� 6/����2�= ���
����$%�A#�?��%$%�A#�
?K��!����'��7� ���� ������ %�� !���$�%�%���� �!�� ������ �'=���� �/� ���%�������
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%��  ������%��� �/� >��%�'�� ��&'=����#� �=���� $!%&!� $��� �� ���%����� �/� �!��
"�%������D�
�/%�=�����/�����$%�A�,+9�

“A register of admissions with 15,706 names covering the period from July 7, 
1943 to June 19, 1944. It appears for the most part to have to do with foreign 
Jews; only a few are marked ‘nicht Isr.’ Their nationality is unknown. Of the 
total, 12,341 are listed as ‘discharged,’ 766 show crosses. One may infer with 
confidence that these are dead, since none of the Jews was released from 
Auschwitz (476 pages).” 

�!%����=����������!�$� ��/'�&���%����!����&'=�����$����%���� ����������!��
�%=�������!%�� �!�������&�=��'��������#� ��&�'����$��� ��.����������!��#����
����� '�/�'����� ������%��#� ��=���� �!��� �!�� *#955�  �%������� �����/������ ���
�'�&!$%�A� ����1%�.���'�$���� �������� 
�$%��� ��>%�%�� �!%��  �%��� %�� 
�&�%���
;�-��

*�9��B%�%�/�����%���(�&%�%�%���/���
%&.�"�%�������
)������*:#�,534#� �!��

�����%���� !��%&%���$������!��/����$%���������� ���
�!����������������'&�%���)//%&��,+-�

“After examination of the description of the disinfestation equipment and cost 
estimates, the recirculatory disinfestation equipment for use in CC Auschwitz 
and particularly for the disinfestation and fumigation of the sick prisoners and 
their clothing seems very suitable for installation in the individual subsections 
of the concentration camp. 
For that reason, the SS garrison physician Auschwitz requests 6 units to be or-
dered immediately and of these, to set up as quickly as possible the two men-
tioned in the proposal as immediately available. 
It is sensible to set them up in the air-force-style barracks according to the 
plan provided to me by the head of the Central Construction Office of the 
��//�� SS and Police.” 

�!��/%����&����&���$%�!��!��&�= �����!��� ���'&����!%���J'% =���#��!��1��8
�%�� Umluft-Apparatebau-Gesellschaft MBH� 6�%�8�%�&'���%��� �J'% =����
��� ����%��7#� $���� ������%�!��� ������� ,:#� ,534� ��� )//%&�� �� 


� �/� �!��
WVHA�,+;����������/��=��!���&�= ��������!����������������'&�%���)//%&���/�
�'���;#�,534�&��>�����&��/%�=��%����!���/�'��'�%���!�����������������' 8
 �%�������'�&!$%�A#��$������'���*9������$������'���9�,+:���$�>��#�%�������8
�����/�

�Obersturmführer�����������!���#�$!��!����� ��&���1%�&!�//����
)&������,#�,534����!�����/� �!����������������'&�%���)//%&�#� %�� ����� �!����
$����������!����E��&%�&'��������%�%�/�����%���'�%��F�$���!�'����%���!��&��8
���'&�%�������#� �%�&�� �!�� %��������%����/� �!��=%&��$�>���%�%�/�����%���'�%���

������������������������������������������������������
,+9�	)B#�&Q*R4,��
,+-�	?N�#�9+*8,844-#� ��5;��
,+;�	?N�#�9+*8,844-#�  ��5:85:���
,+:�	?N�#�9+*8,8,;+#�  �,*58,*5���
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�!�>�����&�%�����!���&�%>%�%����/��!������%���� !�8
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&%A����� ����6"����*9*,7�/���
�&�%���


��/�1%�.���'#�$!%&!�$�����>��� ���
%�� 1���%�� ��� �'��� 3#� ,534� ���� ����� �!�� �%���� Auschwitz Concentration 
Camp—Section III. Prisoners’ Sickbay and Quarantine Department�6"���8
��&�,5:5#� ��9,*7��

�!���%�#� 
�&�%��� 


� $��� �%>%���� %���� �$�� J'�����%��� &�= �Z���� /���
=�����������/���$�=��Z$%�!���&� �&%����/�3#+::� �%���������&!#����$����
��� �$��=��%&���&�= �'���Z�%.�$%�������/���=�����������/���$�=��Z
$%�!� �� &� �&%��� �/� 4#,::�  �%�������� 
�� ��&!� �/� �!�� =��%&��� &�= �'���#�
�!���������$�������&.��/���E�'�����#F��$��/���E28�������������=���#F��$��/���
�� E !��=�&�#F� /�'�� /��� E ���8� ����%��#F� ���� /%������ /�'�� /��� E%�����%>��
&����F,,,�"�����&� /'��!��� '��%�!���"����*3;,#� %= ��=�������������� �����#�
$!%&!� �!�$����� E
%&.�1����&.�� /���"�%������F� /����'�&!$%�A����&�����8
�%�����= @�%���!%�� �����  �����%2��������=�#� �$��/���E4+�����#F��$��/���
E*3�����#F������$��/���E,:������F�6ibidem#� ��9,47�

�!�� (���&!� !%����%��� &�==������ ��� �!���� ��&'=����� ��� /����$��
6ibidem#� ��9,*7��

“The implications of Photo 20 Q�/��!�� �����/��'���3#�,534R are a genuine god-
send for the revisionists. According to the original specifications for the third 
construction phase in Birkenau (Concentration Camp Section III) it is unam-
biguously shown that this is merely to serve as a dual-purpose sickbay and 
quarantine camp. There exists an INCONGRUITY between the provision of a 
health facility and the existence of four crematoria only a few hundred meters 

������������������������������������������������������
,+5�	?N�#�9+*8,8,;+#�  ��,:+8,:+�@�&/����$�.�,55:��
,,+��������/��=�1�'%�� �.�%���������//��8

�'���"��%A�%�E
&!���%��F�������������'��%�'���

>����'�&!$%�A#�,4��).������,533��	?N�#�9+*8,8,;+#� ��,;5��
,,,�	?N�#�9+*8*8,,+#� ��4-��
���B)�������*4��
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away where, according to the official narrative humans in vast numbers were 
eliminated. The depiction of Plan 2471 of a barracks for sick prisoners in Sec-
tion III, in which the arrangements of the beds provides unmistakable images, 
supports this theory. Both drawings come from June 1943, just as the construc-
tion office had completed the erection of four new crematoria, and it is obvious 
that Birkenau Concentration Camp could not concurrently two mutually con-
tradictory functions: health maintenance and mass extermination. The plan for 
the construction of a very large medical sector in Section III therefore shows 
that the crematoria were erected solely for incineration, without any human 
gassings, because the SS wanted to ‘keep’ the concentration-camp labor re-
source. This argument appears logical and is not easy to contradict. The plan 
exists and for that matter comes from the WVHA in Berlin, so that it may not 
be taken as a local humanitarian initiative.” 6&� %���%A��%���%����%�%����7 

"�����&�$����/��!��� %�%��#�!�$�>��#��!���!��!���/�'�������&'=�����!�����8
/'�����!%��E ��'�%���#��'���!�����%&��F��%����/����'=����6%�%��7��

“The decisive argument that proves that Plan 2521 was only a PROJECT aris-
es in a comparison with an overall diagram of Birkenau, Plan 3764 of March 
23, 1944 (Photo 22), where Section III no longer as planned has 16,600 in-
mates, but 60,000, which implies that the population density of the barracks 
had risen by a factor of four, so that the degree of overpopulation was now 
comparable to that of Section II. Under these circumstances, it is quite mean-
ingless to speak of ‘hospital barracks.” 6�� %���%A��%��������= !��%��%����%�%8
���7�  

1'��%���!%��%��/�&����E��&%�%>�����'=���FI������%���!���%&.�������������=�%��
H'�����E ��H�&�FI�

�'=���'�� ��&'=����� '�.��$�� ��� "�����&�=�.�� %��  ���%���� ��� �%>�� ��
�%� ��%�%>������'��=�%�'�'�����$�������!����J'���%�����

4�*��)�%�%�������	���%A��%����/��!��
%&.�����/�1%�.���'�
)������,3#�,534�

�Brigadeführer�0�==���������=%���������!��&�==��8
����� �/��'�&!$%�A� �!��$�%����� ������ ��� %�%�%���� E� �&%���=���'���� /��� �!��
%= ��>�=�����/��!��!��%��%&�/�&%�%�%��F�%����= �1%�.���'��

"'��'���� ��� �!����=���'���#�0�==�������������������,;#�,534,,*� �!��
&��>���%����/�
�&�%��� 


��/���= �1%�.���'� %������!�� %���� /��� �%��������
�!%��&�=���/��=�����������/�1%�&!�//�����!������%���� !��%&%����/��'���,9#�
,534#�$!%&!����%������/����$��,,4�

“The development of Section III in the PoW camp as Prisoners’ Sickbay was 
ordered on May 17 by SS 1�%����/K!��� and ?������=�H�� of the ��//�� SS 
Dr.-Ing. Kammler.” 

������������������������������������������������������
,,*��&&���%�������!��1%�&!�//���������/�'���,:#�,534��!�������$�������,9#�,534��
�������$��
,,4�	?N�#�9+*8,8:4#� ��,,9��
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� Sturmbannführer� �%��A#� �!�� !���� �/� B� ���=���� �T


� ��&!�%&���

 �&%���%��#� ���$���� ��� ��� 

�Untersturmführer� 1%�.%��#� !���� �/�B%>%�%���
�T

T48
%&.����� ���� 
�/%�=��%���� �����!��� $%�!� �!�� !���� �/� B%>%�%���
�T


T,8���%����%������.�#� 

�Obersturmführer� ?���&!#� �!���� �$�� =���
$����������%�������/�"����*9*,��/��'���3#�,534�,,3�


�������������������*:#�,534#�1%�.%���$����#���/���%������!%=���/�%���!��
�!%��� �����#��!��/����$%���,,9�

“Per the order of head of Office Group C it is urgently necessary that SS ��8
�����'�=/K!��� Birkigt overhaul the comprehensive health facilities of Ausch-
witz with the Central Construction Office and the garrison physician. 
A separate quarantine area for 8,000 to 12,000 patients is to be established for 
the camp. Thereof, 2,500 to 4,000 permanent barracks, the rest flexible expan-
sion capacity as currently planned in Lublin. “ 

)���'���,#�1%�&!�//������0�==����������������E%==��%����=���'����%���!��
"���&�= �/���%= ��>�=�����/�!��%��%&�/�&%�%�%��#F�%��$!%&!�!����'�!��� 8
 ��>���/����!����&��������'�&!��� ��H�&�#��=����$!%&!�$���,,-�

“Planning of Section III as sickbay for 8-10,000 prisoners, including isolation 
quarters and quarantine, separated for men and women.” 

1%�.%�����=�%����%���'�&!$%�A�/��=�����4,�����'���*�%������������%�&'���
�!�� E� �&%���=���'���� %���'�&!$%�A� ���&������%�����= F�$%�!� �!�� ��&���
�'�!��%�%������ ���%����/���%���
����������������'���3#�!��$������

“On orders from the head of Office Group C, SS �������'�=/K!��� (Specialist) 
held discussions on site with the Head of the Central Construction Office of 
Auschwitz SS 
�'�=����/K!��� Bischoff, the garrison physician, SS ��' �8
��'�=/K!��� Wierts Q&����&����%��!�R and the current construction superinten-
dent, SS �������'�=/K!��� Janisch, to finalize the basis for the planning of the 
special measures in Auschwitz PoW Camp.” 

1%�.%����!�����������!����&%�%�����!���!���������$%�!��!���%&.���� ��H�&��,,;�
“B. Prisoners’ Sickbay. 
1.) The development of Section 3 has been discussed by all, and put on paper 
as sketches by me. 
2.) The site visit found that the first three rows of barracks and a part of the 
fourth have been built. 
3.) According to the Central Construction Office, only 89 barracks are availa-
ble for the sickbay area. The head of central construction therefore wishes that 

������������������������������������������������������
,,3����%��%&����!%��� ��>����/��!�� ��H�&�#��!�� ����$���������������

8��' ���'�=/K!����

�%��!�#�����%���� !��%&%����/��'�&!$%�A�
,,9�1%�.%���������/�����*:#�,534��	?N�#�9+*8,8:4#� ��*;+��)���!��!��%��%&�/�&%�%�%���

 �������/����!���'��%�8��H����.�&�= #������!���� �����/�

8Untersturmführer�1%�.%����/�
���&!�*+#�,534#� '��%�!���%��?��/T���������*+,*#�  ��-*8-3��

,,-�	?N�#�9+*8,8:4#� ��,44��
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at least the 16 special barracks be transferred from the 1000-bed sickbays 
east. These must then be brought to the size 42 x 50. (Against this is the fact 
that the transfer of these barracks would require 120-140 freight cars. The 
completion of RLMQ,,:R barracks seems entirely possible.) The decision will be 
made by C II. 
4.) A sketched proposal for upgrading a RLM barracks as prisoners’ sickbay 
barracks has been submitted to the Central Construction Office. Number of 
beds about 150 in bunkbed configuration.” 

�������������'���,��!��"��%�!� �%������
��/����%���'���6���%�����%����'=����
-4++47� !��� �!�$�� �!��  ���� /��� �� E������� �&&�==����%��� 1����&.��
6�'/�$�//���� �7����%&���1����&.�F� /���
�&�%��� 
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“In order to allow completion of the construction of Section III as prisoners’ 
infirmary as ordered by SS 1�%����/K!��� and ?������=�H�� of the ��//�� SS 
Dr. Ing. Kammler on May 15, occupation during construction is not possible. 
Construction of the sickbay is already begun, and as is known, sanitary facili-
ties (wash and toilet facilities) are to be installed in each barracks.” 

)���'���4,#��%2�=���������&.��!���������'%��@��!���%����%�&!���/������%�����
$����&�= ��������2&�>����#��������&�%����/��!��/��&��!������'��,*-�)���!��
��=�� ���� �!�� ����%����  !��%&%��� &�= ��%���� ��� 1%�&!�//� �!��� %��%>%�'���
 �����/����%�!���� ����/������&.��$������%�����&.%���E%���!��=������ ����/���
�!�� �%������D��%&.���������!��J'�����%����� ���=����%��
�&�%���


�F,*;�


������ �����'�=%��������1%�&!�//����
� ��=����4+#�,534�����!���2���8
�%����/� �!��"���&�= ��/� �!��Waffen�

� %���'�&!$%�A#�
�&�%��� 


��/� �!��
&�= �$������&�%�������/����$��,*:�

“Section III: 
1� 3e 114 Ward barracks Type 5Jan. 34 
1� 4c 5 Utility barracks 
1� 4e 2 Utility barracks Type 260/9 
1� 4f 13 Supply and laundry barracks Type 260/9 
1� 4f 4 Supply and laundry barracks Type 5Jan. 34 
1� 6c 4 Disinfestation barracks Type VII/5 
1� 7c 11 Staff barracks (“Swiss” barracks) 
1� 12b 12 Barracks for major illnesses 5Jan. 34 
1� 12d 2 Block leader barracks Type IV/3 
 Conversion of an available house for special measures 
1� 33a 3 Barracks for special measures Type 260/9.” 
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1� 3e 114 Ward barracks 4,542,216 RM 
1� 4c 5 Utility barracks 138,150 “ 
1� 4e 2 Utility barracks 167,304 “ 
1� 4f 13 Supply and laundry barracks 241,618 “ 
1� 4f 4 Supply and laundry barracks 127,500 “ 
1� 6c 4 Disinfestation barracks 80,940 “ 
1� 7c 11 Staff barracks 103,488 “ 
1� 12b 12 Barracks for major illnesses 515,625 “ 
1� 12d 2 Block leader barracks 16,240 “ 
 Conversion of an available house for special 

measures 14,242 “ 
1� 33a 3 Barracks for special measures 55,758 “ 
 Total 6,003,081 RM.” 

)�� )&������ 9#� ���!���� �� ��������� �!�� ����'�� �/� $��.� %�� �!�� "�%������D�

%&.�����!'���

“To date Barracks Types 1-2Q,4,R – 6a and 6bQ,4*R have been erected as first 
priority. Overall there are 12 barracks for the major-illnesses department as 
well as operations and x-ray. These barracks are structurally complete but for 
one. In 9 barracks all interior walls and chimneys are installed insofar as they 
required additional installation. In 4 of these barracks, plastering of the walls 
has begun. The establishment of connecting ways between these barracks is ¾ 
complete. 8 units of Barracks Type 7Q,44R are structurally complete, and instal-
lation of walls and chimneys has begun. Further, 4 laundry barracks Type 9, 3 
kitchen barracks Type 12, and 20 ward barracks Type 7, therewith in total 47 
barracks are structurally complete since March 43.” 

���!����/'��!���=���%������!������'���/�&�����'&�%���$��.�����!��/��&�#����
�������� 6�&&���� �������#� &�= � �������� ���� �!��'�!$���7#� ���%����� $��.#�
 ����%���$��.� ���$���� ���$����$����� �����=���� /�&%�%�%��@� �!�� ����� ��&�=8
 ������/�'�����%=�����%������.�#�$!%&!�$������=����&�= �����,43�
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/��=�$!%&!��!��=%��%��������&.��/����!��%�/%�=�����/�
�&�%���


�!��������
���������

“Mr. Knauth of Dresden was introduced to the project manager Mr. )���8
��'�=/K!��� (Specialist) Jothann, and the a.Q��>�8=���%����R site inspection 
was conducted. It was established at the site that the special barracks for sur-
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gical patients etc. were completed and could be put into operation immediate-
ly.” 

�=������!����!%���#��!��/����$%���$����������' ���,49�
“For the accommodation barracks, of which there were 111, the cost was sig-
nificantly reduced because it was a very large, confirmed order, so that a new 
quotation was forthcoming.” 


������ ����������)&������4+#����!������ ������,4-�
“To date 47 barracks erected. Interior work (i.e., masonry and finishing work) 
is currently underway on these. The pole structureQ,4;R for 7 additional bar-
racks is complete, and erection of the barracks will begin in the next few 
days.” 

�!���'&&���%����� ���������!�������/���>�=����=���%������!�� ���������/�
&�����'&�%����/��!�������&.�������!������&%�����$��.�����!�����&�%����/��!��
E �%������D�%�/%�=���F�%��
�&�%���


��

)�� (���'���� *3#� ,533#� ���!���� �%��&���� �� ��J'���� ��� �!��1'%��%��� 
�8
� �&��������/��!��Waffen�

�����"��%&���/�
%���%��/����!������&��%����/�=�����
����!��0��'�!���= ���@�!��H'��%/%����!%����J'�������/����$��,4:�

“This concerns the allocation of 1844.4 kg of zinc-aluminum and 87.8 kg of 
brass for the provision of furnishings and fittings needed for Section III—
prisoners’ sickbay and quarantine camp— of the PoW camp. Q���R. 
For the justification of the requested metals it is noted that Section III of the 
PoW camp comprises in all 180 barracks including kitchen, surgery, treat-
ment, ward and quarantine barracks.” 


�� �� E	� ���� ��� �!�� 
���'�� �/� ������'&�%��� %�� �'�&!$%�A� ���&������%���
��= � 
�&�'�%��� "�%������D� B� ���=���#F� ���!���� $����� ��� ���&!� *9#�
,533�,45�

“In Section III of the PoW, first only the 2 with empty spaces were started. The 
barracks are almost all set up, and internal buildout has been started.” 
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“Work began March 15, 1943 Q�&�'���������,9#�,534R. 37 barracks are built 
and partly built out internally.” 
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“On the basis of the attached documents, I transmit herewith the order for 
construction of 111 medical barracks in the PoW Camp, Camp II, Auschwitz, 
Section III, Projects 3e and 3f.” 

�������!������'���/��!��$��.#���$�%�%����%��&��������!��������'&�%���
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“Because of its urgency, work has already begun. Progress and status of con-
struction is to be reported to schedule.” 
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“In connection with a review of the water supply of Birkenau on 6/15/44, an 
inspection of the hygienic conditions in the newly occupied Section III of PoW 
Camp Birkenau took place. 
The first transport of prisoners arrived on 6/9/44. At present the section is oc-
cupied by 7,000 female (Jewish) prisoners. 
With regard to construction and hygiene, Section III is in no way fit for occu-
pation, as even the most primitive sanitary facilities are lacking.” 

�&&���%�������!���� ���#��!����J'%��=�����/����'�>%>����/��!��/�=���� �%���8
����&��&������$�����2&���%��������'�'���

“According to Corpsman SS )����&!��/K!��� Scherpe, the accommodation 
barracks are occupied by 800-1,000 prisoners. The covering of the barracks 
with roofing felt is not completely done, and the connecting camp streets are 
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still under construction. For lack of bedsteads, the prisoners are sleeping on 
the floor.” 

�/���� &�==���%��� ��� �!�� %����J'�&�� �/� �!��$����� �'  ��� ���$���� ��� �!��
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“Since the prisoners of Section III are to be consigned to work as quickly as 
possible, a quarantine as such will not be conducted. In order to avoid greater 
delays in work deployment from any developing epidemics, it is expedient, in 
place of the normal quarantine measures, to divide the camp into 4 separate 
zones in advance. In this way, at least a part of the prisoners can be deployed 
or transported elsewhere.” 

�����D���� ����&���������/����$��,93�
“In consequence of the occupation of Section III before the completion of con-
struction, an imminent threat of an outbreak of epidemics exists due to the lack 
of the most rudimentary hygienic provisions.” 
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“Per discussion by the head of the agency on 9/23/44 in Auschwitz, the cessa-
tion of construction in Section III of the PoW camp has been ordered, and 
demolition of the 12 barracks for critically ill has been started.” 
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“The placement of buildings on the site in question is specified by the enclosed 
layout drawing.” 
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“The morgues to be installed are indicated in red on the layout drawing.” 
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“There exists an INCONGRUITY between the provision of a health facility and 
the existence of four crematoria only a few hundred meters away where, ac-
cording to the official narrative humans in vast numbers were eliminated…  
The plan for the construction of a very large medical sector in Section III 
therefore shows that the crematoria were erected solely for incineration, with-
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out any human gassings, because the SS wanted to ‘keep’ the concentration-
camp labor resource.” 
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“With a unique exertion from early until late and in a ceaseless effort, garrison 
physician, SS ��' ���'�=/K!��� Dr. Wirths, has succeeded since Sept. 1, 1942 
in reducing the danger of epidemics in Auschwitz Concentration Camp to a 
minimum and thereby in maintaining the health and productivity of the SS men 
as well as the prisoners in general. His activities here in Auschwitz are 
acknowledged by all. To me personally, SS ��' ���'�=/K!��� Dr. W i r t h s  is 
an indispensable assistant whose efforts and energy I value most highly.  
I recommend the award of the War Service Cross without reservation.” 
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“Prisoners unfit for work or deployment. These are to be listed in the daily re-
ports under ‘Remarks’ in the following order: 
1. Sick 
 a) outpatients 
 b) inpatients 
2. Invalids 
3. Outpatients 
4. Under interrogation 
5. Released 
6. limited fitness 
7. Arrest 
8. Quarantined 
9. Admissions.” 

���$���!�������#��!����&������%����  ���������'������%��>��%�'��/��=��%����8
 �����/��=��!�������,533#��/�$!%&!����'=�����/��2�= �����!�>������� ��8
���>�����!���������!��E
'==�����/��'=����������%�%A��%����/�"�%�������%��
�'�&!$%�A�

����&������%�����= #F,-;��!��E
'==�����/��'=����������%8
�%A��%��� �/� (�=���� "�%������� �/� �'�&!$%�A#� �  ��� 
%���%�� ���&������%���
��= #F,-:� ���$���� ��� �!��=���!��� �� ����E������B� ���=�����/�1%�.���'�
��=��D����= �F,-5�
���!��E
'==�����/�"�%������B� ���=���F����$�������
%�� �!�� E��= ��!���%>�� 
'==���� �/� ������ B� ���=���#F� !�$�>��#� �����
�!��&��������E��/%��/���$��.������ ���=���F��  ������

)�� 
� ��=���� **#� ,53*#� �'�&!$%�A� ��= � !���� *:#*+;�  �%������#� �/�
$!%&!�,-#395�$����=�������,,#;3:�$�=��@�9#3:,�6,5�3X7��/��!��%�=�����
$����E��/%�� /���$��.����������� ��������F,;+��!%�� %�� �!��������'&!���&'8
=����.��$�����'��/��=��!�������,53*���&&���%���������� ��������!��&�= �
���%����&���/�B�&�=����,#�,53*#�**#45,� �%�������$����%���!��=��D��&�= #�
%�&�'�%���,#-*+� ��%�����%���!���'�&!$%�A�
%&.��������3#;,5� ��%�����%���!��
1%�.���'� 
%&.���#� %�� ���� �!���/���� -#445�  ��%����#� ��� *:�4X� �/� �!�� %�8
=�����,;,�

(��� ,534#� �!��  �����>��� ��&'=����� ������� '�� ��� ���%>�� �!�� /����$%���
=����&�= ����� %&�'����/��!���%�'��%���,;*�

������������������������������������������������������
,-;�?�	(#�;+*,8,+:844#�  ��,*,8,*3�6,9����'���,5337#�,*98,*:�64,����'���,5337#�,*58,4*�

6,9��(���'���,5337��
,-:�Ibid�#�  ��,-+8,-*�64�� �%��,5337#�,338,3;�6,-����%�,5337#�,3:8,9,�69���'�%�,5337#�,9*8

,99�6,5���'�%�,5337#�,9-8,95�64+���'�%�,5337��
,-5�B8�'

84�T,�8,3&#�  ��445�84;,&#�,��).������8*����>�=����,533��
,;+�
'==�����/��>�������������� ���=�������
� ��=����**#�,53*��	?N�#�9+*8,8,5#� ��*+��


���B)�������4:��
,;,��?0#����#�,99#� ��4+,��
,;*���= %���%�������'��������
�!���/��!��=���!����� �����%���!�����%���E
'==�����/�"�%�8

�������%�%A��%���%��1%�.���'����&������%�����= #�����![�,534�F��?0#����#�,43#�  ��
*;;8*54��



;3� ��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ�

�

B����
,534�

���D����= � ��=��D����= � ������

������! ����c� 
������! ����� 
������! ����� X�

�����,� *3#*-4� �*#39,� �9#4-;� ,#39*� *5#-4+� �4#5+4� ,4�*�
(����,� 4,#;;*� �4#:5,� �,+#+-5� ,#;99� 3,#:3,� �9#-3-� ,4�9�
�����,� *:#993� �4#5,4� �,+#+,-� ,#:3:� 4:#9;+� �9#;-,� ,3�5�
� ���,� 4,#,:;� �4#944� �,9#*++� *#4-5� 3-#4:;� �9#5+*� ,*�;�
����,� 43#:54� �-#:4;� �,:#;:;� -#,*4� 94#-:+� ,*#5-+� *3�,�
�'���,� T� �T� �*+#9*-� -#5,3� T� T� 44�;�
)&���,�� T� �T� �4*#+--� -#*::� T� T� ,5�-�
��>��,� 93#-4+� �;#:4+� �4*#534� -#;,:� :;#9;4� ,3#93:� ,-�-�
B�&�,� 93#4-;� �5#94*� �44#::3� 5#,35� ::#,9,� ,:#-:,� *,�*�
B�&��4,� 99#;:9� �,,#344� �*5#9,4� :#*--� :9#*5:� ,5#-55� *4�,�
c�'�/%��/���$��.������ ���=����

)��
� ��=����3#�,534�

�Obersturmbannführer�?��!������'���#�!�����/�
����&��B

��/��!��WVHA�6"�%������B� ���=���7#�$������!��/����$%������8
��������Y_�61�������%��,5-+#� ��4-97��

“There are at this time about 25,000 Jewish prisoners in CC Auschwitz. On 
Aug. 25, 43 I told SS ��' ���'�=/K!��� Schwarz that I must know the number 
of fully work- and deployment-capable Jews, because I had in mind to transfer 
Jews from the concentration camp in order to put them work to in the Reich in 
arms production. I renewed this inquiry by teletype on Aug. 26, 43. According 
to the reply teletype message of Aug. 29, 43, of the 25,000 Jews in custody, on-
ly 3,581 are fit for labor. These, however, are in constant utilization in arms 
production and cannot be given up. What are the other 21,500 Jews doing? 
Something here doesn’t add up! Please review this situation once more and re-
port back to me.” 
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������������������������������������������������������
,;9��?0#�)1#�4:4#� ��4��
���B)�������3+��
,;-�Ibid�#� ��,+��
���B)�������3,��
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�'���,533�� ;;� )&������,533�� :�
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*;� :,+� 9-9� 354� 9:-� 3+4�
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3�4��	��%�����%������������/����/�
%&.�"�%�������
��������� ��� �!�� ������%���� �/� ���!���2�!%����%���� !�#�  ��%����� ��.��� %����
�!��!�� %������/��'�&!$%�A81%�.���'�'����$��������'&!��!%������E
���&�%���
/����!������&!�=����#F��'�����!����!���������/����������!��&�= �$���#��/����
�'&&���/'�� �����=���#� ���%������� %�� �!�� '�'���$��#�$!%���=����  ��>%�'����
%��������%���'�&!$%�A�$���������/�����������!���&�= ����>����A�&!���=%���
���='&!#����$��$%�����������������#����'=�����/�&��� %&'�'���2�= �����

,7�)��)&������4+#�,53*�

�Obersturmführer���%��%&!�
&!$��A#�������/�
B� ���=����


��6������B� ���=���7�%���'�&!$%�A�������!��/����$%������%��
=������� �����%��)//%&��B

��/� �!��WVHA� 6������B� ���=�����/�"�%���8
���7�,;;�

“The 499 prisoners transferred from Dachau arrived here on Oct. 29, 42. The 
prisoners are in the worst shape imaginable, infirm—walking skeletons. Per-
haps one third will be fit to work after 14 days of rehabilitation. The prisoners 
are totally unsuitable for the Buna contingent. 50 of this group have useful 
trades and 162 are without skills, as well as 287 farm laborers. 
On Oct. 30, 42 186 prisoners arrived from Ravensbrück. Their physical shape 
is better than that of the transport from Dachau. 128 of this group have useful 
trades and 58 without skills.” 

3:-� �/� �!��  �%������� �����/������ /��=�B�&!�'� ���&������%��� ��= �$����
���%������� $%�!� �!��  �%������ �'=����� ;,*;9� ��� ;,;-+@� �!�� ���%>���� /��=�
	�>�����K&.���&�%>����!���'=�����;,:3,����;*+*-�6�A�&!�,5:5#� ��4*:7��

*7� ,-4�  �%������� /��=�1'&!��$�������&������%�����= � &�=�� ����'�&!8
$%�A������>�=����*5#�,53*#�$!��$������.���%����&�= �&'������'������!��
�'=����� ;:9;;8;:;45�� )�� B�&�=���� 9#� �!�� &�= � ��&���� �/� �'�&!$%�A�
���&������%�����= �������!��&�= �!���J'����������������$%�!��!��/����$%���
&�������,;:�

“The 163 prisoners from Weimar-Buchenwald who were intended for the Cen-
tral Construction Office and presumably were to be used as masons were ex-
amined on Dec. 4, 1942 by the camp doctor and found to be in the conditions 
listed by their names in the enclosure.” 

���%����/��!�� �%�������$%�!��!�%�����%�����%����'=���#��'���=�#��%>�����=�#�
���$���������&���D���%�����%��$�����&������$%�!��!���������,;5��!���%��������
�����'==��%A������/����$��%���!����/��=���%���/��!���������,:+�

������������������������������������������������������
,;;��"�)#�B8�'
84�T,,#�Arbeitseinsatz#� ��,+*��
,;:�	?N�#�9+*8,8-:#� ��,++��
���B)�������3*��
,;5�Ibid�#�  ��,+,8,+4��
,:+�Ibid�#� ��,++��
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“† QB%��R 18 
Hospitalized 19 
Incapable of or unqualified for work 12 
Infirmity 42 
Capable of working 72 
 163.” 

�!%��%��%&������!��#��/��!��,-4����%������#��!���/�������'��������&�%>��#� �%�8
�����#������;*#����33X#�$����/%��/���$��.��)��B�&�=����;#���'���#�!�����/�
)//%&��?��' �B�6������B� ���=���7��/��!��WVHA#�%�/��=����!��&�==��8
������/�1'&!��$�����/��!%��,:,�

47��������!��������/����&!�,3#�,534#��A�&!�$�����6,5:5#�  ��33+/�7��
“The numbers 108413 to 108454 include 42 prisoners with pulmonary tuber-
culosis who are transferred from CC Ravensbrück to CC Auschwitz per order 
of the head of Office Group D of the �N��.” 

37�)��� �%��,4#�,534��!��E&�= ���&�����/�1���&!���= �1'��F�6����$%�A7�
�'�=%����� �� �� ���� ��� �!��=��%&��� �2�=%���%��� �/� -9:�  �%�������$!�� ��8
�%>��� ��� � �%�� ,+� /��=� ��� ��'�!�'���8?'����� �=���� ��!��� �!%���#� %��
�������,:*�

“The health condition of the new admittees was inordinately bad. Not merely 
that a great part of the prisoners of this transport were sick for weeks with diar-
rhea, but actually that almost all prisoners of the transport suffer from severe di-
arrhea. 98 prisoners had to be designated as infirm, as to 40 of whom the infir-
mity had progressed so far that the possibility of attaining the capability to work 
cannot be anticipated in the foreseeable future. 51 prisoners who cannot become 
able to work in Branch Camp Buna in the prescribed time were therefore instant-
ly transferred to the Prisoners’ Infirmary at the Auschwitz Main Camp. Positive 
indications of tuberculosis were observed in 6 prisoners. These also had to be 
transferred to the Auschwitz Prisoners’ Infirmary. 
154 prisoners had respiratory illnesses, above all brochitis and pharyngitis, of 
whom a part had to be admitted immediately into the Prisoners’ Infirmary for 
treatment. 
17 prisoners were diagnosed with scabies. These are still in treatment. 
Other serious illnesses as well as bodily ailments were found: 
17 prisoners with asthmatic bronchitis, 
1 prisoner “ middle-ear inflammation 
1 “ “ inflamed bladder 
4 “ “ bacterial skin infections 
3 “ “ hernia 
7 “ “ scoliosis, of which 3 severe 
4 “ “ malformed hand 
2 “ “ clubfoot 

������������������������������������������������������
,:,��)8,549��
,:*�	?N�#�9+*8,8-:#�  ��5-/��
���B)�������34��
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1 “ “ disabled right hand 
1 “ “ short right leg 
1 “ “ short right forearm 
1 “ “ stiff left forearm 
1 “ “ fracture of the right upper arm 
1 “ “ ruptured meniscus 
1 “ “ inflammation of knee joint 
2 “ “ dactylitis 
1 “ “ herpes zoster 
The poor health condition of the new arrivees is shown by the following sum-
mary: 
Required to be admitted to Auschwitz Prisoners’ Infirmary be-
cause of illness as well as weakness 51 
Required to be admitted to Prisoners’ Infirmary immediately or 
within one day after provision to Buna 33 
Died of infirmity (of which one in transit) 2 
Consigned to recuperation in barracks because of illness as well 
as infirmity 25 
Total unfit for work on arrival 111 = 17%
The average age of the prisoners is 39 years. 
Because the Buna Prisoners’ Infirmary does not have sufficient space for this 
many, all prisoners of this transport who are not designated as seriously ill 
had to be relegated to their quarters with recuperation in barracks.” 

97�)������ *;#� ,534� �!�� &�==�������� �/���= ���'�&!$%�A� �����'��%��
6��H����.7���&�%>����!��/����$%�������2�/��=�

�Obersturmführer����!'��
�%���!���&!��#� $!�� ��� �!��� �%=�� �&���� ��� �� '��� ��� �!�� !���� �/� )//%&��
?��' �BT���&������%��� ��= �� %�� �!��WVHA#� 

�Brigadeführer� 	%&!����
?�K&.��,:4�

“Copy. 
Telex No. 3292 
Oranienburg 3292 May 27, 43 0930 -Kg- 
To Commandants CC Auschwitz and CC Lublin 
CC Auschwitz transfers immediately in one transport 800 malaria patients to 
CC Lublin. Sufficient sustenance for the journey to be included. 
CC Auschwitz to provide guards, CC Lublin to report arrival. 
CC Auschwitz to report departure of prisoners. 
Liebehenschel, SS )��'��/., Acting Head” 

�������!��������/��'���4#�,534#��A�&!�$�%����6,5:5#� ��9,,7��
“542 male and 302 female prisoners suffering from malaria are transferred 
from CC Auschwitz to CC Lublin (Majdanek).” 

������������������������������������������������������
,:4��"�)#�B8�'
84�T*:4#� ��*:,��
���B)�������33��
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�!%��=������!����!�� �%�������$!��&�����&����=����%��$����%�����&����&��8
�%������������!�%���!������&!�=����#��'������������/�)//%&��B��/��!��WVHA�
$���������/����������'��%���
�!%��&����� �����/'��������&�= �����������!�� ��%&���!���%����/��&����%���!��
���>�8=���%�����EG'��������	� �����/������!�
��>%&��%������'�&!$%�A�
F�
�/�B�&�=����,-#�,534���������������/����$��6���� ��3-7��

“Those infected with malaria and inmates who have been treated for malaria, 
were transferred at the end of the reporting quarter to CC Lublin, which is free 
of the anopheles mosquito.” 


�� /����$�� /��=� �!%�� �!��� �!�� �����/��� �/�=����%�� ��%����� ��������H����.�
$�����'�%��� ��&�%&���

-7�)���'���:#�,534��!��!�����/�B� ���=����


��6������B� ���=���7��������
&�=='�%J'd� ��� �!�� &�==������� %�� $!%&!� �!�� �'�H�&�� �/� E��$����%>����
/��=�����'��%�F�$�������������6�����&�% �%����1�'=������,53-#� ��,3+7��

“Early today the prisoner transport from Lublin arrived with 1500 prisoners at 
about 6 o’clock, and among them were 5 dead and 2 with gunshot wounds. The 
prisoners were immediately bathed and disinfested and finally examined by the 
camp doctors in the men’s as well as the women’s camps with respect to their 
health and ability to work. 
Of the 750 male prisoners, only 424 were found to be capable of working, 
while the remainder of 326 prisoners were designated as unfit for work in the 
planned assignment to Labor Camps Buna and Neu-Dachs. Of these 40% not-
fully-fit-for-work prisoners, some must be placed in prisoners’ quarters as well 
as in the recovery barracks. The rest may still be used exclusively for light 
jobs, which however are no longer available here. 
Of the 750 female prisoners, 80 prisoners were designated as unfit for work, 
which amounts to about 10% of the entire transport. About 10% are suffering 
from scabies, and of the remaining prisoners the greater part cannot to be as-
signed to hard labor. 
Attached are a number of photos from which it can be seen in what miserable 
physical condition the prisoners were transferred. 
As further attachment, the report of the garrison physician.” 

�!����&�������� �����/��!����=��������������6ibidem#� ��,3,7��
“Among the 1500 prisoners (750 men and 750 women) transferred from CC 
Lublin on July 8, 43 a very high percentage were unfit for work. 
Among the male prisoners, 49 prisoners had to be sent to the Prisoners’ Infir-
mary or to the recovery barracks on account of extensive infirmity, abscesses, 
or severe hernias. A further 277 prisoners had to stay in Camp A I because of 
less serious cases of infirmity, so that only 424 could be passed on to their ac-
tual destination, Labor Camp Buna. These also will become capable of the 
hard labor characteristic of Buna only after the prescribed quarantine time of 
4 weeks. 
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Of the female prisoners, 5 were dead on arrival, 2 others had gunshot wounds, 
80 others are to be designated as unfit for work. These are grouped as follows: 
28 prisoners 15 to 17 years of age 
2 with edema 
44 with more or less serious injuries to the lower extremities 
5 with abscesses on their lower legs 
1 with periarthritis. 
Further, a high percentage of the female prisoners are afflicted with scabies. 
Still further, the overall and nutritional condition of the prisoners is such that 
they cannot yet be deployed fully to the work required at Auschwitz.” 

�=�����!����,#9++� �%������#�����$������$���	�����������/��!�%��&���%�%��#�
�!���$�������� ���%������� %�� �!��&�= #� �!��=���$%�!� �!���'=�����,*;5,4O
,*:--*#��!��$�=���$%�!��!���'=�����3:435O35+5:Z���������/��!�=�$���
E������F�6�A�&!�,5:5#� ��93+7��

;7�)���'���,,#�,534���/'��!����2&�'�%>������$%�!������ �����/�,#44,� �%���8
���� /��=�����'��%�8��H����.� ���%>��� %���'�&!$%�A�� �!�� ;-4�=���$����
���%�������$%�!��!���'=�����,*:59,O,*5;,4#��!��9-:�$�=����!���'=�����
35*+;O35;;3�6ibidem#� ��93*7���!��/����$%��������!��!�����/�B� ���=����



��������!��/����$%����� ��������!��&�= �!���J'�������61�'=������,53-#� ��
,,47��

“763 male and 568 female prisoners arrived here with the prisoners’ transport 
of July 11, 43 from Lublin. The overall impression was better than that of the 
previous transport. As the medical examinations carried out have shown, the 
great majority could be pronounced good. Compare to the previous transport, 
the number of prisoners who had to be confined to quarters immediately was 
not reduced at all. From the enclosed photos that have been made of individual 
cases it is also clear and plainly to be seen that in Lublin sufficient care has 
not been provided as we are accustomed to doing here. – Attached 2 reports of 
the camp doctor and an envelope with photos.” 

�!�� /%���� �/� �!�� �$�� �� ����� $��� �>%������� ���'�� �!�� =����#� �!�� ��&����
���'�� �!�� /�=����  �%�������� 
� J'���� /��=� ���!� �� ����� ����$#� ���%��%���
$%�!��!��/%���#��'�=%���������!��&�= ���&�����/���= �1
������'���,,��

“Among the 763 male prisoners transferred on July 11, 43 from Lublin were: 
1) 1 dead, 
2) 78 in need of treatment and/or admission, 
3) 65 suitable for light duty, 
4) 382 suitable for hard work.” 

�!����&������ ����$���&�==%�������� � �������!����=�����������= �B�&8
�����/��!��&�= #�

�Untersturmführer��������	�!���6ibidem,� ��,,37��

“Among the 568 female prisoners transferred to BIa Birkenau from Lublin on 
July 11, 43 were: 
1) 49 in need of treatment and/or admission, 
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2) 32 suitable for light duty, 
3) 103 suitable for medium duty, 
4) 384 suitable for hard work.” 


�� ��$����� �!�� �%&.� ��$�� ���� �!���� %�&� ����� �/�$��.�$���� ���� ����� ����
E������#F��'�� ���!�����=%����� ��� �!��"�%������D� 
�/%�=���������>��� !���8
��� !��� �����&'=���� �!��� �!�� %�=����� %���'��%��$�����������$���� ���.��8
�/�������%���'�&!$%�AP�

:7��������!��������/���>��*9#�,534��A�&!��� ������6,5:5#� ��--47��
“It has been ordered that all prisoners in the Prisoners’ Infirmary and the re-
covery barracks who are sick with malaria be listed. The prisoners sick with 
malaria will be transferred to CC Lublin (Majdanek).” 

�!%�����%����/��&����!�� ��%&��%���!��EG'��������	� ����[F��/�B�&�=����,-#�
,534�&%�������>����>������%=�������%����


���&&�����&��$%�!����%��&�%>��/��=��!������%���� !��%&%����/���>�=����
*9#�,534�E�������&�= ���&���������=��%&��� ����������/��!����#F��!�����%&.�
$%�!�=����%�� !��� ��� ��� �����#� ���� �!�� �%��� �/� �!�%�� ��=��� �'�=%����� ��&!�
=���!�����!������%���� !��%&%���,:3��!�����%����$�����!'�#��2�&�����%.���!����
�/�1��&.�,-�%���!��G'�����%�����= #,:3����%������!�����'����/���E����&�%��#F�
�'�����������!������%��������!��E����&���F�/�������%����

57�)�����'����4,#�,533��!��&�= ���&�����/��!��1%�.���'����D����= �/%���
�!��/����$%���E=�=�F�61�'=������,53-#� ��;97��

“Re: Transfer of 102 prisoners on 1/31, 1944 from Camp Auschwitz II to 
Auschwitz III (Buna). 
Concerning those transferred to Buna from Stutthof, the camp doctor notes 
that the greater part of this transport appears unsuited, medically speaking. A 
majority is physically infirm, also among these are many prisoners suffering 
from varicose veins, fractures, etc.  
Since the department for labor deployment needs these workers, they were 
transferred anyway.” 

,+7��������!����������&!�,;#�,533#��A�&!�$�%����6,5:5#� ��;3+7��
“The numbers 175134 to 175155 include 22 prisoners who were provided from 
a prison in Mirau in Czechoslovakia. In the transport are 21 prisoners with tu-
berculosis.” 

,,7�(%����������'�'���,,#�,533#�*,*�=����%�� ��%�����$���� �����/������ ���
���(�������K���6ibidem#� ��:3;7��

������������������������������������������������������
,:3��"�)#��%&��/%�=�����,9,5T,��	� ���'&���%��
��A���&.��,55;�#� ��,,4��
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�� �� ��&�%��� �/� !%�� ��'��� ��� �2���=%���%���=��!���� %���'�&!$%�A#�
(���&%�A�.� "% ��� ������ � �&%/%&����� $%�!� �!%��  �����=� 6"% ��� ,555#�   ��
,**/�7��

“Not only Jews were selected upon their first arrival at the detraining ramp as 
well as those temporarily assigned to the so-called transit camp, but also pris-
oners of other nationalities who were registered in the records of CC Ausch-
witz and admitted to the camp. A decree issued early in the year Q,53,R, about 
which nothing specific is known, became the basis for carrying out the selec-
tions of the prisoners as well as their execution by phenol injection as well as 
in the gas chambers. According to this decree, the prisoners in the concentra-
tion camps were also subjected to the Euthanasia Program (�.�%�� 14 f 13); 
this decree was maintained for non-Jews until April 27, 1943 and for Jews un-
til October 1944. This Euthanasia Program applied to prisoners sentenced un-
der individual protective-custody orders as well as under an individual con-
finement directive. The causes of death were falsified for these persons, and in-
stead of the actual cause, in most cases frequently occurring illnesses were 
recorded. 
Since March 1942, Jews were registered in CC Auschwitz as a further catego-
ry, who in the course of the operation for the complete and final extermination 
of the Jews had been transported en masse to Auschwitz. Even these Jewish 
prisoners already registered and admitted to the camp underwent the selec-
tions until October 1944. From early 1943 on, generally no individual death 
documents were issued for these Jews, but rather they were merely recorded by 
use of the abbreviations 
1�6
�������!����'���QV�� �&%��� �����=���R7 or ?��
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6����������'���������&!��Q�� �&%������&&�==������R7# without specification of 
a cause of death. While during 1941 at first only a few selections among the 
registered prisoners of CC Auschwitz had been conducted, such selections had 
evolved into a significant element of the extermination system by 1942. These 
selections were conducted primarily in the inmate infirmaries and clinics, that 
is, in the places where the sick and totally exhausted prisoners presented them-
selves to receive medical help.” 

"�����=�,3�/�,4�$���������������!��
�� �&��������/����&������%�����= ��
6IKL7#�$!����&!%�/��/����//�$���

�Obersturmbannführer����!'���%���!��8
�&!�����=���� �!�� ��&'=����� �>�%������ ���=����� �!%�� �'�H�&�#�$!%&!������
$%�!���= �?��_8	����#,:9��!��/����$%����  ������

,7��!���//%&%������%����%����/��!�� �����=�$���E
 �&%��������=����,3�/�
,4�F��!�� %����%/%&��%��� &���� E,3� /F�  ����%���� ��� &����� �/� ����!@� ��� E,3� /�
�����=�F�/����2�= ���=���������!��%�����������E,3�/�9F������������'�����/�
��&����������&��=����� �%������#,:-�E,3�/�:8,+F�%��%&�����'����'��������!�#�
$!%���E,3�/�,3F�������/����2�&'�%����,:;�

*7�"�%��������'�H�&��������!�� �����=�!������'��������� ���%=%�������8
��&�%������&�= ���&����������/���$���������&�%��������&������/��!���'�!�8
���%��"�����=��

47��!�� �%�����������&����%���!%��/��!%���$�����!���.%�����%��%���%�'�%����
�/� �!�� �'�!����%�� "�����=@�  �%������� �/� ��� ?��_8	����� $���� ����� ���
1����'���/����!��� '� �����

� � ���B�&�=����,9#�,53,�*54� �%������� /��=� �!%�� &�= �$����&���%�8
�����/��� �!%�� �����=#��/�$!�=�*,3�$��������&����������'����,5�����*+#�
,53*�� ;+� �/� �!����  �%������� $���� �����/������ ��� 1����'��� ������&!� ,;#�
,53*#�9;�/'��!��� �%�����������!��/����$%��������1��$�������'����*+�����
���&!�,;#�,53*#�4-�����&���� �%�������$�����'�!��%A�����!����=�%�%���9,�
���%������� �%������#�3*���$���=�����!�=#�$�����2&�'����/��=��!%��E� �8
&%��������=���F���&�'����/���&�>�����&� ��%�%������$��.#��������������/������
���%��,::�

�/���� �!�� ������%�!=�����/� �!��

��&���=%&� ������=%�%�����%>����%��
)//%&��6WVHA7�!���������

�Obergruppenführer�)�$����"�!�#��!���//%&��
�/� E
�� �&������� �/� ���&������%��� ��= �F� 6%�&�'�%��� 

� ������=����
��%��)//%&�7�$���%�&�� �������%�����!��WVHA����)//%&��?��' �BO���&��8
����%�����= ��,:5�

�Gruppenführer�	%&!����?�K&.��$�����=���!���#�����
�%���!���&!������!%���� '����
������������������������������������������������������
,:9��!��������&�>���������!����&'=�����&����%/%���'������!��%����%/%���"
8,,9,����$����������

B�&'=�����)8,9:��
,:-��)8,9,+��
,:;�B89-5��
,::��������/��=�Obersturmbannführer����!'��	Y��#�&�==��������/����?��_8	����#�����!��
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8,,9,��
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1'����&.����"% �������=�%���%����!����!��������=���%�����$���%��/��&��
'��%��� �%�� *;#� ,534� /��� ���8��$�� ���� '��%�� �!�� ���� �/�)&������ ,533� /���
��$������!%���������'�&�#�!��!���� ��//��������2&�� ��/��=�����������/�	%&!8
����?�K&.�#��!��������/�)//%&��B��/��!��WVHA#�$!����%�������,5+�

“The Reichsführer SS and Head of the German Police has decided in principle 
that in the future only mentally ill prisoners may be processed by the medical 
boards created for Program 14 f 13. 
All other prisoners unfit for work (tuberculars, bedridden, crippled, etc.) are in 
principle exempt from this program. Bedridden prisoners should be assigned 
work that they can perform in bed. 
The order of the Reichsführer SS is to be observed scrupulously hencefor-
ward.” 

���!%���%= �%����!����!%��������$�'��� ����%�������������8��$%�!� �%��������
"% ���!��� ��%���������%= ���&!%������%������������>�%��!�>%��������=%���!���
��������&�%���� ��/��=����/�����!%��������!���!����!�� '� �����/��!�� !��%&���
��%=%���%��� �/� �!�� ����&�����$���� �&�'����� %������� �>��� %�� �!�� ����� �/� �!��
�������!% � �/� �!�� �!%��� 	�%&!#� ��� �!��� �!��� ��>��� !�  ����� %�� �!�� /%����
 ��&���
��>%�$��/��!��/�&���!����%==���D��������$����%>���%����������'�=%�8
��.����� ���=��6E%�� �����������>����&�' '��'����!��&�/��$���F7#� �!�� %= �%8
&��%�����������%����/����!����&����� �%�����!�����>������.� ��&���

�!�������#�/'��!��=���#�����������$����&'=������!�����/'���"% ��D�� �� 8
��%�%�����!��/%����%�����!���8 �����%��%����/����(�������K���$%�!��!��!���%���
E
 �&%��������=�����%���!��"��%����'���,����B�&�=����,:#�,533#F�%��$!%&!�
,4,�  �%������� ���� %�&�'���#� �=���� �!�=� ,+-� 	'��%���#� *,� "����� ���� 3�
?��=����,5,��� �'==���� ���' �� �!�� ����%��� %�� �!%�� �%��� ���=���!� ���� ��8
�%����%����,4�	'��%����%���'��@�4�	'��%��������4�"�����%���'��@�94�	'��%����
���� ,-� "����� %�� �'�'��@� ,+� 	'��%���� %�� 
� ��=���@� ,*� 	'��%���� ���� *�
?��=����%��)&�����@�9�	'��%���#�*�"���������*�?��=����%����>�=���@����
$���� ��� /%������ ,+� 	'��%���� %�� B�&�=����,5*� ���!%��� %�� .��$�� �/� �!����
 �%������D�/������
�������!������/����$��/��=��!%����&'=�����!����!��E� �&%���
�����=���F��/����8��$%�!� �%��������/����� �%��*;#�,534�$���>���� ��������
&���%�'����/����� �%��*;#�,534��

�!�� ��&���� ��&'=���� &��&����� �� ���%��� �/� �������!� �� ����� /��=� �!��
$�=��D��&�= �%��1%�.���'#� %��$!%&!��!��������E
�1�F��  �������>���4++�
�%=����>��� �!��=���!��/���>�=���� 6����
�&�%���;�9�7���!%�� %��%&����� �!���
E� �&%��� �����=���FZ$!���>��� %�� ����%���Z$��� &���%�'��� �/���� )&������
,533��>���/�����$%�!� �%��������

������������������������������������������������������
,5+��)8,++;#� '��%�!���%����%��&!���%&!T�%��.��,559#�  ��*:*/��
,5,���#��8,+*,��	�&����?��' �����*3*T44:#�>����,,:#�(�������K���������	����-#�/��=���

5-*85-3��
,5* Ibidem#�(��=��5-9��
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)�� �!�� ��!��� !���#�?�K&.�� ����� ����=���%���� �!�� ���=� E� �&%��� �����8
=���F����%������%=��%���!���������&%�������"% ��#��'�����!���=�������!����/��8
��&�� E"�����=�,3� /� ,4�F��!%�� %��%&����� �!��� �!�� ����� ���=� E� �&%��� �����8
=���FZ$%�!�'�� /'��!��� ��������%��Z�� ��������� ���%//������ &��&� �� �!���
�!�����=��E"�����=�,3�/�,4F����E
 �&%��������=����,3�/�,4#F�$!����%��� ��8
&%��� =���%��� $��� � �&%/%��� ��� �!�� &���� �'=���� &%����� 
�� /�&�#� �!�� ���=�
E
 �&%��������=���F�!���=����=���%����6�������������*+,-&7#�/��=�E/�8
>������������=���F,54������!��$�������2�&'�%��#������������/'��!���� �&%/%&�8
�%���6�'&!���� �!�� %����%/%&��%���&����E,3�/�,4F7���� �!��&����2�#��������'�8
�=�%�'�'��%���� �����%����

���/����!��&��������/��!���������&%�������"% ��#�%���'�!���������= !��%A���
�!����%==���D��������$��� ������������	%&!����?�K&.�#��!��!�����/�)//%&��
?��' �B��/��!��WVHA���!����=���//%&�������&��&������%����/�$%�!�E
 �&%���
�����=����,3� /�,4#F� ���� %�� �!��� &����&�%��� ������%���!���&!��D�� ��������/�
���&!� *:#� ,53*� ��� �!�� &�==������� �/� ���?��_8	����� %��$!%&!� %�� $���
��������!��� �%�����������&����/���E
 �&%��������=����,3�/�,4F�='������ ��8
=��������'�/%��/���$��.�,53�


�����#����$����$�%���!� ����3#��!���������/��'���*3#�,53*��  ��%������
���� &��&������%��� &�= �� /��� �!�� ������%�!=���� �/� �!�� &�������� E"�%�������
'�/%�� /��� $��.� ��� ������ �� ���=���#F� ��� $!%&!� ���� H'��� E�%&.F�  �%�������
6�'� ��%���������%� ��%����7#��'�������E%�>��%��F���������#�$���%��'���������
����� �!��� �!�� !���� �/� )//%&�� B� �/� �!�� WVHA#� 

�Obersturmbannführer�
?��!������'������!���/���#� �%�������$�������'���������%�������%���!��&���8
����� E"�%������� '�/%�� /��� $��.� ��� ������ �� ���=���F� $!�� �&&���%��� ���
=�%������=� %���� �����%���$���� �����=��%&����� &����=���� �������!� %�� �!��
E����&!�=�����F��

��� /��� ��� %�� .��$�#� ���� �>��� �!��=�������� %��� $���� �>��� �'�H�&���� ���
E"�����=� ,3� /� ,4F� %�� �'�&!$%�A�� 
�� /�&�#� �� &�= � ������ ��� �!�� &�%�%&� �/�
G'�����%�����= �1

���/��'���,,#�,533���=������,59�

“A list of the mentally and emotionally ill is to be submitted, and to contain: I. 
Prisoner Number, II. Surname, III. Given name, IV. Nationality, V. brief diag-

������������������������������������������������������
,54�(����2�= ��#��!���2�= �%����/�=%���%�%�������&���%������!���%�������!��?��=����/��=�

�� �����%���%���!���&&' %���������6"
8--+7@��!��%��������%����/� ��=%����� �%�������%��
�'2'���!������6
�?#�N����W
#�  ��4;384;9T
��#�N����,,#�  ��44-84457@��!�� ��/�����%���
�����=�����/�?��=��%A������.��%�%���#�$!��$����!%�������!�'��!����!�� �%��?��=����
6"
8+*97@��!����������!���%����/��!���������� � '���%�������&�= ��%����$%�!��!��!���!8
������/��!��=%�%����������!�� ��%&��6"
8,+*37@����������/��=�%= �%���=����6"
8,,547@����
�!��&���%�����%����%>���/��� ��>%�%��%������1����������!%���	'��%����6��8,*-7���!�����8
'���%����/����!��&��&������%���&�= ������/���!��!���E!����� �%������F�$����E!�������� �8
&%����F�����!����!�������=��� �%>%�����������%>��������'���� �%�������6?�	(#����#�,4,#�
 ��,:47��

,53�"
8,,9,��
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nosis. Complete this list ASAP and transmit to the Central Records Office of 
Infirmary B.II.f.” 

(��=��!%�#� %��=����������� �!���' � ��� �!%�� �%=�� �!����$����=�������� %��� �8
�%����� %����= �
�&����1

��$!��$����  !��%&����� ��/�� ���� ��'�������!���
�����������������%������.%����/�� �&%����%���6�!���%�#������������/�������!%��7��

��%������&��&�%>������!����!%��&���������/� �%�������$����'�������E����&���F�
/����!�� '� �����/�����������������%������� ��>%�'����=���%����#��!����$���
%�� �!��"�%������D�
�/%�=�����/���= �����$%�A��>�����E"�>%�%���/���?��8
��������%&%���$%�!���
�&�%���/������>�'������"��&!����%&���
��������F��!���
$���E�>����J'%  ���$%�!�����  ����'��/������&����!�&.�F�6���� ��9-7���!%��
%��%&������!����!��=��������%���$������������!%����%.��.%����#��'��$���������8
���%��������
�!���"�����=�,3�/�,4��%����������%���!��.%��%����/��%&.� �%�������=��������
��� ����� /��=� �� ���%�� =������� �/� 

� Obersturmbannführer� ?��!����
��'���#� !���� �/� )//%&�� B

O"�%������ ������ B� ���=���#� ��� �!�� &�= �
&�==�������� �/� )&������ *5#� ,53*� �!��� $��� %����&� ���� ���� ��&����� ���
1�%�%�!�%�����%���&���
��%�#���'������������,5-�

“I plan to transport the greater part of the inpatients of all camps to DACHAU 
for Program 14 F 13. I request that you advise me what numbers of this type 
now and in the near future might be expected to be included in this.” 

9�*���!��B���!�����%/%&������/��!��E
���&���F�
(�� "% ��� $�'��� ����� !�>�� %�� �!��#� E/��=� � �%��� ,534#F� ���%������� ��$%�!�
 �%������� ������&��� �������!� %�� �!�� E���� &!�=����F�$������� ������� ������
��&������%�� �!��B���!�1��.�#��'�����!���=��.���$%�!� �!��&�����E
1F�����
E?��F��!%��%��&����������.�� �&'���%����

	�&���%��� �/� ����!�� %�� �!�� &��&������%��� &�= �� $��� ��>������ ��� ��
�'%���%����!���?�K&.�� ��='������������>�=����*,#�,53*�$%�!��!��!���%���
E	� ���%���"��&��'��� /���B���!�� %�����&������%�����= ��F� 
��$��� ������
��� �!�� E)����� �/� �!�� Reichsführer� 

� �/� )&��� ,,#� ,53*Z,:;+Z����
	
��Z
N���*�
��%�������3*�399Z�/���>��,4#�,53*�F��!%��������#���������
�!��&�==���������/� ���� &��&������%���&�= �Z%�&�'�%����'�&!$%�A#������
�!��%����%/%���E,3�/������F��!���&�>����#����=���%��������>�#�����!���/� �%�8
������%������������!%����������������,5;�

“By order of the 	�%&!�/K!��� SS and Chief of the German Police in coordina-
tion with the Reich Security Main Office, the following guidelines for the pro-
cessing of deaths in the concentration camps are issued, superseding all prior 
orders: 

������������������������������������������������������
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1.) Deaths of Jews and Jewesses are to be recorded merely in a collective list 
(one copy), to include the following data: 
Serial number, 
Surname, given name, for women also maiden name, 
Birth date and place, 
Nationality, 
Last place of residence, 
Date of death, 
Cause of death, 
Detaining authority. 
Where protective custody or preventive detention was ordered by Office IV C 
or Office V of the Reich Security Main Office for Jews or Jewesses, the names 
of such persons in these lists should be underlined in red, and the case number 
of Office IV or V shown. The lists are to be ordered by date of death and are to 
be submitted here by the 3rd day after the end of the reporting month. 
Priority letters and termination reports will henceforward be unnecessary for 
death cases of Jewish inmates. 
2.) Announcements of deaths of all other prisoners are to be submitted in one 
copy merely with the familiar form (priority letter) to the Reich Security Main 
Office—Office IV C 2 and Office V—and to the SS Economic and Administra-
tive Main Office–Office Group D. These forms are to be sent by regular mail to 
the Reich Security Main Office or to this very agency, respectively. 
In both cases covered by 1 and 2 above it is of no moment whether deaths oc-
curred by natural or unnatural causes. 
The instant notification by telex of the detaining authority for the purpose of 
notifying the next of kin remains unaffected by this as required. 
The current reporting procedures regarding deaths of Soviet prisoners of war 
and Russian civilian workers remain unchanged. 
The camp commandants are responsible to the 	�%&!�/K!��� SS and me per-
sonally that despite this relaxation of procedure, it may not be forgotten any-
where in the camps that even the lives of criminals must be accounted for.” 

�!%�� ��&'=���� ��/'���� "% ��D�� ������%��� &������%&������ �!�� ����� � �&%/%���
/��� �!�����&!� �%�������� �!���� �!���'����� ��$�$�'����  �����������!�&���%/%8
&����#�$!%&!�%= �%����!����!�������/���&�= %�%����!�������&!��%����$�'�������
!�>�� ����� �>�%������$%�!�'�� �!��  ��>%�'�� �'�=%��%��� �/� %��%>%�'��� ����!�
&���%/%&������('��!��=���#��!�����%����%�&�'����E���'���F�������$%�!�E'����'8
���F� &�'���� �/� ����!� �����!���� 1��%���#� �!���� ���������� ������� $�'��� ���
��&������%���!���%�������E'����'���F�����!�#�$!%&!�&������%&���"% ��D�������8
�%����!����!���$������&�����������$%�!��!��&�����E
1F�6
 �&%��������=���7�
����E?�F�6
 �&%����&&�==����%��7��

(%�����#� �!�������������&��&��/%�=���!��� %���!�����'���%�����/��!��&�= ��
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�Y_#�$!�� ��� �!�� �%=��$��� !���� �/�)//%&��B��/� �!��WVHA#� ����� �� ��8
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1.) Deaths of Russians and of Poles who have not been admitted to the lists of 
ethnic Germans or who are not be admitted to them, have been reported to the 
	
�� and 	0"�Q*++R by most camps with priority mail or teletype. This is for-
bidden per the existing order. Deaths of such Poles and Russians are merely to 
be reported to the detaining authority with Form KL 51/4.43 (as previously or-
dered by circular on 9/20/43). 
No other reports are needed. Jews are to be reported exclusively in lists. Prior-
ity letters and all other reports are discontinued here as well. 
2.) Lists of Jewish deaths are to be submitted monthly per Order Ref. 14 f 
Allg./Ot./S. of Nov. 21, 42 Secr. Serial No. 848/42, thereby the reference num-
ber(s) of the 	
�� as well as the 	0"� are absolutely required. It is not suf-
ficient only to note 	
�� or 	0"�. The files need to be reviewed thoroughly 
as to whether they concern deported Jews (IV B 4 a)Q*+,R or Jews with protec-
tive-custody order from IV C 2.Q*+*R The latter are, as already ordered a thou-
sand times, to be underlined in red.” 

"% ��� ��>%�'���� =%�'���������� $!�� %��%>%�'��� ��$%�!� ����!�� $���� ���
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�'&�� � ��$��.��������������'�'���,#�,53*�?�K&.��!������������!���E/���
�������� �/�  � ��� ����$��.� ��>%��F� %��%>%�'��� %�����=����� ��� �����/���� �/�

�>%���&%>%�%���$��.����$���������������������� ������*+4�
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,5:�"
84-;;@��!����= �����=���%�����%���!������������=��������'�/%��������
,55�?'%���%����/������%/%&��%�������!��!������/��!�� ��%�%&����� ���=����� ���&��>�����%����/�
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������������/���=�=�����/��!�����%����&��=�>�=�����/��'�'���,*#�,53*#�
����������6���&A�$�.�T��g�%�$�.%�,5-:#� ��,4+7��

“The chief activity of the Political Department, however, consisted only in the 
processing of the files of prisoners who died or had been gassed. Those gassed 
received the code ‘
1’ (
�������!����'��—Special Treatment) in their files.” 

��� �!���%&!=������%��� %�����'����=�6;+�!����#� �'���:#�,5-,7� �!��$%������
	���� 0����� ����%/%��� $!�� !��� $��.��� %�� �!�� �//%&�� �/� >%���� ����%��%&�� ���
�'�&!$%�A���!%�� �//%&�� �/� �!��"��%�%&���B� ���=���� �!����$��� ��� ���%����
/���/%��%����'������!�&���%/%&�����6����������%��!�&���%/%&����7*+3��/� �%��������

!�� ������� �!��� �!��  ��������� /%���� �/� ��&% %����� �/� E
 �&%��� �����=���F�
$�'������=��.���$%�!��!��%�%�%����E
1F������!�������������6
������/�
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#� ��,*;*�7��
!���������/'��!���6ibidem#� ��,*;;7��

“‘
1D did not belong in the death register, absolutely not. It was not a docu-
ment—we did not record this.” 

���������'���#� ����!��� �28%�=���� �/��'�&!$%�A�$!��!���$��.��� %�� �!��
�//%&���/�>%��������%��%&���!���#���%���'�%����!��(���./'����'�&!$%�A���%���*+9�

“The same was done with ‘SB’ (Special Treatment). The index card of the 
‘specially treated’ (killed) prisoner was removed completely. But it was not 
transferred to the so-called death card index, but rather whole packages were 
made of the index cards of these killed prisoners, which then were bundled up 
and stored in the former gas chamber of Crematorium I.” 
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“Camp Doctor  
of CC Auschwitz 
L./Az.: 14 f.............” 

)���!���%�!���������!��������/��!���� �����
“Auschwitz, ..........................194…” 

�/�����!��E,3�/F����'=����$�����������6%�� �����>�����&'=�������E,F7#��!���
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������/��!������!����$��������!��%�%�%�����/��!��&�= ���&�����(����2�= �����

“Camp Doctor Auschwitz, March 23, 1942 
of CC Auschwitz 
L./Az.: 14 f 1/3.42. – V/-” 
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“Headquarters 
Concentration Camp Auschwitz 
Az.: KL 14 f 3/6.42./Ka,” 
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&�= �������=�������%��!�����7�������%����/�E�>����F� %��=���%����Z,+� %��
�!����������/��'���*4#�,53*Z�!�������%����%&���$%�!��!���� �����=���%�����%��
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“In the attachment the headquarters of CC Auschwitz submits 10 reports con-
cerning ... because of the shooting of the above-named prisoners in flight. 
It is requested that the criminal investigation be suspended and the bodies re-
leased to the crematorium, because the sentries performed in according to 
their standing orders and did nothing illegal.” 
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“The bodies of the prisoners shot in flight … are released to the crematorium.” 
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�'�T
�����%&!����'��'=[�*++9#�  ��,4+-8,4*+7��
*+5�
���!��/%�����/��!��(���./'����'�&!$%�A���%��������!������&'=������/��!%��.%��#��������'���

*5������'�'���*+�����*;#�,53*��
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9�4��E
 �&%��������=����,3�/�,4F�����"!�����
�H�&�%����%��
�'�&!$%�A�

�&&���%�������A�&!#�E
 �&%��������=����,3�/�,4F�%���'  ��������!�>����8
�'��%���'�&!$%�A�����'���*:#�,53,���������!%������#��!��$�%����6,5:5#�  ��
,+9/�7��

“A special commission announced by Himmler’s order comes to CC Auschwitz 
that selects prisoners of CC Auschwitz under the auspices of the ‘Euthanasia 
Program’ for incurables that was extended in 1940 to Jews and in mid-1941 to 
prisoners of the concentration camps. All invalids, cripples and chronically ill 
will be presented to the commission who previously have been picked out un-
der the pretext by the camp management to transfer to another camp for light-
er work. A member of this commission is Dr. Horst Schumann, who had head-
ed the Grafeneck Euthanasia Institute in Württemberg since January 1940, and 
who, after its dissolution, became head of a similar institution in Sonnenstein 
near Pirna. The majority of the selected prisoners come from Block 15, called 
Recovery Barracks, in which sick, exhausted and unfit-for-work prisoners were 
assigned when a camp doctor no longer wanted them to stay in the Prisoners’ 
Infirmary. Q���R. Per Dr. Schumann’s order, the transport under the supervision 
of 	�  ���/K!��� Franz Hössler will be admitted to Sonnenstein. In a report to 
Höß that Hössler submitted after his return, it says that the prisoners were 
gassed in a shower room into which carbon monoxide was released through 
the showerheads.” 


�!�>�������� �2!�'��%>����$%�!� �!%�� /%���� ��������=���� ����&�%��� %�� ����!���
��'��#� ���$!%&!� 
�=��� ��/��� �!���� %���������� %�� ����%��� 6��������� *+,-�#�
�!� ����
N7��
��!�����%=%��=����/�!��������!��=�����%��%/%&���� �%�����

(��=��!���'����#�%��%�����������!����!����%�������!����%�!��������&���/���&8
'=��������>%���&��/����!%��>%�%���/��!%��E� �&%���&�==%��%��F�%���'�&!$%�A#�
�����!�����%����&&�'�����&��=�������%����2&�'�%>�������$%����������%=�����
�A�&!� ���%��� ��� �� �� ���� �/� �!�� ���%����&��=�>�=���� �/� �!�� &�= � 6E�����
	�)�#�N����N

#�
!����3;3#��� ����� �����/�9;9� �%����������B�������%�����8
��F7�� 
�� /�&�#� %�� �!%�Z��&������ &�= %���Z�%��� �/� ����� ����� /��� �'��� *:#�
,53,�������� �����/�9;9� �%�������$%�!�����%���%���EB������F�%��=���%����@�
%������������%��#��!��$����EGazowniaF�6����%��7�!�������������������!���
�� �����/��!�����%����&��=�>�=���#�!�$�>��#��� ���������!��%�&%��������%��8
����%//������6���&A�$�.�T��g�%�$�.%�,5-:#� ��3;7��

“The first use of gas chambers took place in June 1941. A transport of 1700 
‘incurables’ into the sanatorium was put together and Q���������R�sent to the 
sanatorium of Dresden, but in reality into a building that had been converted 
into a gas chamber.” 

�!�� ���������� ����&���� 6,#;++#� ���� 9;97� $���� �!'�� ���������� ������� %��
�'�&!$%�A� ���� ���� %��B������#� ���� �!��=����='����� %�� ��%�� ��� !�>�� �&8
&'�������������'���*:��'��%���'����/��!���������1'���!��D���������'�!�&��/'8
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�%����%���!��/%����?��=��8����'������%�%����/�!�� Chronicle#��A�&!���>���!��
����%���%����/� �!�� ����� �������E0Y�%����%�� %��
�&!���F���������E
�����8
���%��F�	�&������/��!%������� ��������&�= ���������&.%��#������%��&��$%������
����%=�������'��%�������%���%����%.�$%����(%�����#��!��E	� ��������Y_F�/��=�
�Y������=���%���������A�&!�%��������$�%�������&'=���@�$��.��$��/�%�������
/��=�������%=�����!����Y_���>����=�����$���������/�����Y�����D���2�&'�%����

	�����%��� �!�� ��%�%��� �/� E
 �&%��� �����=���� ,3� /� ,4F� %�� �'�&!$%�A#�
�!���/���#� �� �������� '������>����� &!���� ��%���� �=���� ���!���2� !%����%�����
�!���'&&���%��� !������/��!%��� ����%��������>���=���� 'AA�%����!����!�%��
��%�%����N�����'������#�����&��D�������$!��#�$!��������$!�=#��!����&%�%���
$���=�������.%����'�&!$%�A� �%�������$!��$����'�/%��/���$��.�$%�!����!���
%�H�&�%����� �A�&!� �������Z��� ��$���� $%�!� ��/����&�� ��� ���$%������ ��8
 ����Z�!����!%����&%�%���$���=����%���'�'���,53,�6,5:5#� ��,+:7��)������
3#�,53*#� �!�� ����&�%���� /��� �!��E����&!�=����F�$���� ��'�&!��� 6ibidem#�  ��
*+-7��

“The first selections are conducted among the prisoners in Birkenau. The se-
lection in the isolation ward is conducted by an SS corpsman (
B?). The se-
lected prisoners are loaded onto a truck, taken to the bunker put into operation 
early in the year, and there killed by gas.” 


��!������������=���%��%����!����!%�����������>����%�������'  ����������>���
�!�� ��%�!�������&'=������� ���&�� �%�!��#��'��������=���������$%������ ����%8
=��%��#�$!%&!#�!�$�>��#�&�������� �����!���'=�����/��!������������E����&�8
���F��!����'�&����%>�������A�&!�����N��'=��,;#� ��,++��/��!���Y_���%������
$��������!�����%&���E
�����%�������ZD����D�1��&.��/����i�$�)���\.�$%&AF�
6,5;:#�  ��,;9//�7� �!��/%������'�&��&��&������!������%=���#�����=���%�����
����A�&!#� �/� �!�� /��=���  �%����������/�?�$���$%&A���A�&!D�� ��=��.#� �/�
$!%&!�
��� ����������!��/%���#�=����%= ������� ���#�%��������'�=%���.��������
�!%������%=���#�J'%�������!��/����$%�����=��.�6ibidem#� ��,;-7��

“On May 4 and 5 Q,53*R the first transports went out from the ‘Death Block’ 
Q%�����%���$���R, and its destination was concealed by a secret name. It was 
clear to us. We knew: Q�!���$������%��R to the gas.”�6=���= !��%�7 

�!��E%�����%���$���F�$��� ��&����� %��1��&.�3��/� �!����%����= �6��������8
�'=������ ���1��&.� ;@� ibidem#�  �� ,;97�� 
%�&�� �!��$%������$��� �����/������
/��=� �!���� ���1��&.� -� 6ibidem#�   �� ,;3/�7#� !�� &�'��� ���� !�>�� .��$�� �!��
����%���%����/� �!����E����&���#F� %/� �!%���>�����&&'����� %�� �!�� /%���� ��&��� 
��
��������������%����!���%��!���Chronicle��A�&!��>�����.��/�����=��=�����%8
�'����������!���'  ���������&�%����/�����9��('��!��=���#�%���!��������/���
����3#�,53*��!��$�%����6,5:5#� ��*+-7��

“89 prisoners and a Russian PoW lose their lives in Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
among them 31 prisoners in the Main Camp.” 
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�!����'�&��/����!%��%���!��&���'����&���#��'���!%���������!��� ���������������
 �%�������$!���%������$�����!��=���%��������!���>��%��������&���#�$%�!�'��
�%��%��'%�!%��� ���$���� �!�� ��%�� ��= � ���� 1%�.���'�� �!�� �'=���� �/�
����!�� %�� �!����%�� ��= � %�� ������� ��>������ ��� �!������'�� 	��%����#� %��
$!%&!��2�&����4,����������������*,+�
������&���#�������/��!���������&�=��
/��=�1��&.�3#� �!���'  �����EB���!�1��&.�F�(���/��=�&��/%�=%����!��E��8
��&�%���='�����#F��!�������� ��%�%>������/'��������!������'��	��%���������
�!������'��	�&���#������A�&!�.��$���!%��>����$���#��'���!�� ��=������!%��
E����&�%��F������!��������!�����!���2�!%����%���� !���/��!��E����%�������&8
�%���F���������'����/�E
 �&%��������=����,3�/�,4#F��!���/���#����%���$%�!���
�%���


�������� ���=�.�� �!���������/� �!��E����&�%���F��  ����=�������%�>����#�
�!���'�!����/��!��Chronicle�$�%�����/�����9#�,53*�6ibidem#� ��*+-7��

“An SS camp doctor orders 3 kilograms of phenol in the camp pharmacy, 
which is used in the Prisoners’ Infirmary for killing prisoners by injection into 
the heart.” 

)/�&�'���#��!���&&'���%����/��!����%�H�&�%����%���������2&�'�%>�����������%8
=��%��#��'���!����%����������!��#�'�������������J'��E ���/�F����!�>�������%��
�!� ����*��!����!�'�������/��'��%&��� ��&��'����$���� ��/��=���%���'�&!8
$%�A��"!�����%�������.��$�������>�����//�&�%>���%�%�/�&�����*,,�

“This use of phenol goes back to 1867, when Lister introduced its use in Glas-
gow for surgical procedures.” 

�!����%���!���/�������!%���'�'�'������'���!��/�&���!����!��"�%������D�
�/%�8
=����%���'�&!$%�A�!�>��������������������'  �%���$%�!��!%��&!�=%&����

�!���'�&!$%�A��'��'=� !��� ��  !���� �/� ��� ������ /��� 9� .�� �/�  !����#�
 ��&������&�� �=���

�Unterscharführer�����/�0��!��$%�!��!��&�= � !��8
=�&��������%����$�����%���&������!%�������#������!��&�=�%���%����!��� !�8
����� !�����!��&� �%����2 ��%����!����!%��$��������!���$�����&�������E���.%���
 �%�������$%�!� !����F�6Bi'������.%T"% ���,555#�N����

#� ��45-7��

�!%�� ��&'=���� 6�/� &�'���� $%�!�'�� �!�� ���%���7� $��� ����� /��=� �!��
�'�&!$%�A��'��'=�����!��(���./'�����'��#�$!%&!��&&� ����%������>%���&��

��=�����,*;�*,*�

���A��(�j&.%�$%&A� '��%�!������������/��=��!��"�%������D�
�/%�=����?��8
���&!�'�E����!�� !��=�&���/�����'�&!$%�A#��  ���
%���%�F��/�(���'����*-#�
,534� %�� $!%&!� �=���� ��'��� ����  �&.%��� =����%���� E9� �%����� �/�  !����F�
$������������6(�j&.%�$%&A�,5--#� ��;*7�������������=���%��������>�#��!��
�����%��� �/�  !����� /��� �!�� ��J'%��=����� �/� �!�� � ����%��� ���=�� �/� �!%��
&�= �$���=�����!���H'��%/%�����
������������������������������������������������������
*,+��"�)#�B8�'89T4#�,53*#� ��:+��
*,,�?%'�T?%'�8����%�%�,535#�N����

#� ��*4:@��������$%.% ��%�����T$%.%T"!�����
*,*�(���./'������'�&!$%�A���%��#��������-�A'=�"����.����������' �>��!����'����/������*:#�

,5-9#�3�0��*T-4#���' ��.��#�N����,+;#�B�&'=��������,*;��
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	���������#��!���'�&!$%�A��'��'=�!��� ��>�������!���%/�8��>%����%�%�8
/�&����� !�����%������E ���/F��/�.%��%���P�

B��'��� �A�&!� �  ������ �'�%��� �!�� (���./'��� �'�&!$%�A� ��%��� ��� %���
,4:�!�=�%�� ����%��� ���� 6(���'���� ,5#� ,5-97� ���$%������ /��� �!��  ��%��%//��
B'�%����!%����%��#��!����/�������0��!��$����&&'�����/���%����%�!����!�� ��8
 ���������/��������&&�= �%&������!��='������/� �%����������=������/�%�H�&8
�%���$%�!� !������0��!�D����$����?��!����?Y��������.����!�� ����&'�����/���
�!�� ��'�&���/� �!������������='��������!���'�!����/� �!��ChronicleZ��� �!��
�%=�� �!�� �&&'��&�� �/� �!�� /%���� ?��=��8����'���� ��%�%��� $��� &��������Z
���$�����%��"��%�!�*,4�

“So, until December Q,53*R in a registry, in the so-called Death Book, in the 
registry Q�/��!��=���'�R appeared the notation ‘Szpila’ next to selections.” 

ESzpilkaF�6�!���D������'&!��!%������]�A %��D7���������������"��%�!����E�$�F����
E %��F��!%�����=�$���%���� ����������A�&!�����!����������/������%���#�����
��� �������������>%���&��/������!���%�H�&�%���#��>����!�'�!��!��"��%�!����=�
/��� ������� %�� �������� %�� E%�i�F� ���� /��� �!��� �/� �� ���%���� %�� E%�i�� Q���
A����A�.k$R�F�

�&�'����#��!�����=�EszpilkaF��  �������$!����%���!�����%�����%��J'���%��#�
�!��Morgue Registry�6��������Death Book7���!�����=��  ����������%������8
&����E�' �%&���F��/��!%����&'=���� ���'&������=�=������/��!�����%����&�#�
$!%&!��A�&!�  '��%�!��� %�� /�&�%=%���$%�!� �!�� /����$%��� &� �%��� 6,5-+#�  ��
,,57��

“Material of the resistance movement. List of ID numbers of deceased prison-
ers compiled by members of the resistance based on the Morgue Registry. The 
entry ‘szpilQ.Ra’ = needle next to some numbers indicates that these prisoners 
were killed by injection of phenol directly into the heart as a result of a selec-
tion conducted in the Prisoners’ Infirmary on Aug. 13, 1942.” 


==��%�������/����!��� ��H'�%�'������%=����%��(���./'��#��A�&!���%��*,3�
“After December 15, after December 12, there are no further entries of this 
kind.” 

�����!�������!��Chronicle��>����/'��!�������&�%����/����������� !�����%�H�&8
�%������!��/%���� %����������/���B�&�=����,-#�,53*�6,5:5#� ��4-,7���!��� %��
�!����'�&��/����!%��E����&�%��FI�
��%�����%= ���=��!��%&�����%&.���A�&!� ��8
&�����/��=��!��'��'  ������������%����!����!��='�������/� �%���������� !�8
���� %�H�&�%���� %���� �!��!�����$���� %�%�%����� %��1��&.�*:��(��=��!%�#��A�&!�
%= �%��� �!��� $!���>��� &�� ���� &�=�� /��=� 1��&.� *:� �/���� B�&�=���� ,9#�
,53*#��!���!��������.%���������!%��=����#���� %����!��/�&���!���=�����/��!��
 ��>%�'����=���%�����ESzpilkaF��������%����������� ����%��������%>����/��=�

������������������������������������������������������
*,4�“Wi�c, do 15 grudnia w ksi��ce, tak zwanym Totenbuch, w ksi��ce, widnia�y przy sele-

kcjach wpisy ‘szpila’” 6(�%�A�1�'���
���%�'�T
�����%&!����'��'=[�*++9#� ��*59,:7�
*,3 Ibidem#� ��*59,5��“Po 15 grudnia, po 12 grudnia, tych adnotacji nie ma.” 
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1��&.�*:��)/��!��-+�ESzpilkaF�����%���%���!�����>�8=���%�����/�&�%=%���9:�
 ����%����� �%������&�� ����/��=���!������&.��6,4#�*+#�*,#�*9#�3*�����/��=�
�!���'� ��%����&�%�%&7����������*�6�$�P7�/��=�1��&.�*:��

(��� �'&!� E����&�%���#F�$!%&!� ���� �'  ����� ��� !�>�� !�  ����� ���$����
�!��9�!������!��,3�!��/����'����,534#��!������'��	��%�����%���A�&!D�������
E��'�&�F�6ibidem#� ��4;;84:47��(����2�= ��#��A�&!�$�%����/������'����,,#�
,534�6ibidem#� ��4:,7��

“The SS camp doctor conducts a selection in Block 28 of the Prisoners’ Infir-
mary in which he picks out 55 prisoners who have no prospects of early recov-
ery. These prisoners are killed on the same day with phenol injections.” 


���!����=��� %�%�#�
�����
��A���&.��$�%����$%�!���/����&����������/�!����$��
���%&����6,555�#� ��45;7��

“Up to April 1943, between a few or several dozens of prisoners were killed 
with phenol almost every day in the Main Camp of Auschwitz. Just in August, 
in September, in November and in December 1943, 2467 prisoners were killed 
with phenol injections.” 

����$!%��� �!�� %��%����� �!��� E !��%&����� �2!�'�����  �%������F� ����� $����
��.���%����1��&.�*:�6$!%&!� ��>%�'����&���%����!���'=����*+7�����������%��
������ ��� .%��� �!�=� $%�!�  !����� %�H�&�%���� 6ibidem#�  �� 4597�� �!%�� ��������
 ��&�%&���/�.%��%������=%������%��� ��%����#�$!��$�'����%��$%�!%����/�$������
%������&���#�&�'����������������>��%��/��=��/��'�!����%�#�%������������ ����
�!�����=%������%���'���&��������'//��%����
��%�� ���%�����!�����=���'&!�&�����
%��/�&���&&'�������!��=���� ��'�%����!� ��!��%��%�#����!��#��!���1��&.�*:���8
�����$��� �!�� E�������=��/�����!F� %�� �!�� ������ �!��� �!�� %�&'������ %��#�$!��
!��� �'�� ����� ��� �%>�#�$���� �����/������ �!������!%��$�'��� ����� �2 ��%�� �!��
�����%>����!%�!�������/�����!��/��� �%�������%���!%�����&.��

)��� ����� =�H���  �����=� ��=�%��#� $!%&!� ���!���2�����&�'��� !%����%�8
��� !��!���/�%����������������������!���������� �%������='���������=�����
�/����!���%�H�&�%��� �����/��!���>������E� �&%��������=���FI�
/���#�$!��$����
�!���� �%�����������.%����� %�� �!���'  ���������&!�=����I���������%>���#� %/�
�!����.%��%����$���� �����/� �!�� � �&%/%&�E
 �&%��������=����,3� /�,4#F� �!���
�!��J'���%�����%���#�$!��%��������&��������/�'����/������'&!������=����%���!��
��'������ ��&'=�����%��� �/� ����!�� %�� �'�&!$%�AI� ������ $!��� &��������
$���� �'&!�.%��%���� �� ������ ���1���%�I������>��#� ���$!���=��������� �&8
&���%������$!���������$�����!��E
 �&%��������=����,3�/�,4F�&��>������%����
�� �������� E� �&%��� �����=���#F� �!��� %�#� ��� �!���� E����&�%���F� ��� �!��� $����
�'  ��������!�>�������%���%�'�%����%A���%���!��/��=�$��.��/��!�� '� ������
�2���=%���%����/��!����$�I�
�����%�%��#�!�$�$�'����'&!���������������&��8
&%����$%�!��!���'%���%�����/��!��WVHA��/��'���*3#�,53*����$�������$%�!��!��
&�= ��!���%>��  ��&�%&�� �/� ���%�����%��� ����=��%&��� �����=���� �/� %�=�����
%�&� ������/�$��.%��I������!����J'���%������=�%�����/���'����$������



,+*� ��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ�

�


���'==��%A%��#�%��%����������������!����!�����!���2�����&�'����!������/�
�!����%�%����/��!��E����&�%���F��/����%������� �%�������%���'�&!$%�A�%���'����
 ��&!$��.�J'%����/��'���$��.��!�����&.������!%����%&��8��&'=�������/�'�8
���%���� �!���� �'������ ���� ='�'����� &������%&����Z�'&!� ��� �!�� �'  �����
E����&�%��F� �/� �'��� *:#� ,53,Z���  ��>����� /����#� �'&!� ��� �!��� �/����� 3#�
,53*��1�&�'����!����%�&���%���������T���/������'�����������!���$��=����%=8
 ����������=������/� �!��E=�&!��%�=��/��2���=%���%��F��$����������"% ��#�
�!�� '� ������&����&�%������$���� �!�� E����&�%���F��/� ���%������� �%�������
/����!���'  ���������&!�=����������!��%�%�%���E
 �&%��������=����,3�/�,4F�
&���� �����

9�3���!��E
���&�%���F�%��B��'����A�&!D��Chronicle�

��!���Chronicle#��A�&!��� ������'=���'������&�%��������������/��=�,53,�
���,533#� ��� �� ���'��� �/�$!%&!� ���'��;+#+++�>%&�%=��$���� ����� ��� �!�� E����
&!�=�����F������ �/� �!���� ����&�%���� %�� �'  ������ ��� ���� ��&'=�����%����
G'%�������!��&����������!�� �����>�����&'=������'  �����!����!��&��/%�=�8
��������&�%���Z�����!���������!��=�H��%��Z$������>���/��������'&!��!%���
��� �!��E����&!�=�����F� 
�� �!��/����$%�����&�%��#�$��$%��������A�� �!��$���
����=������%��$!%&!��A�&!����.�����%���� ����%���&&�����&��$%�!�!��� ��8
&��&� �%���� �!�� ������� ����&�%���Z�!��� %�#� �!���� %��$!%&!� �� �����%>�� �=����
�'=���� �/�  �%������� $���� %�>��>��Z��� $���� ��� �!���� �������� ����&�%����
�!���$�����'  ��������!�>���%���������������'=������/�>%&�%=�#��'��$!%&!�
����!�������>���=���%�����%���!�����!���2�������%>���
���!����2����&�%��#�
�
$%��� ����� $%�!� �!���� ������ ����&�%���� �!��� %�>��>��� ��$�� /��=� �!�� /�=%���
&�= ����$������� �!���� %�� �!��?� ���&�= �����$%����%�&'��� �!����&'=��8
���%��� �� ������ ����&�%���� /��� ��&!� %��%>%�'��� ����#� ��� �!���$�� &��� ��>%�$�
�!�������/��=��A�&!�%�����'����/��=��

9�3�,�� �!��E
���&�%���F��/�,53,���!��E(%����?���%��F�
�!��/%��������&�%��Z����������!������������!���&�'�����/���,53,Z%���!����/�
*9+� ��%�����$!��$�����'  ��������!�>�������.%����������!���$%�!�-++�
�8
>%��� "���� %�� �!�� %�&%����� �/� �!�� E/%���� ����%��F� �/� 
� ��=���� 4#� ,53,�
6�A�&!�,5:5#� ��,,;7�� 
�!�>����>�����������%������.���� �!%�����8�>���#� %��
$!%&!� 
�  ��>�� �!��� �!��  ���%����� &��%=�� ���� ��>�%�� �/� ���� !%����%&��� /�&�#�
���� �!��� �!�� ��� �&�%>�� ��������%���� %���A�&!D��Chronicle� ���� %�>���%���#�
 ��%�������%= ���6���������*+,-�7��

9�3�*�� �!��E
���&�%���F��/�,53*�
(����!�������,53*#��A�&!D��Chronicle��!�$���!��/����$%���E����&�%���F��



��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ ,+4 

�

B���� 
�&�%��� ?������ �'=����
����+3� 1%�.���'� �� I�
�'���,,� �'�&!$%�A� �� 4*+�
�'���+4� �'�&!$%�A� �� ,54�
�'���*5� �'�&!$%�A� �� ;3-�

� ��+9� 1%�.���'� (� :++�

� ��4+� �'�&!$%�A� �� :3�
)&���+,� 1%�.���'� (� *#+++�
)&���+*� 1%�.���'� (� *#+,*�
)&���+4� 1%�.���'� (� ,#:++�
)&���4+� �'�&!$%�A� �� I�
��>��,3� �'�&!$%�A� �� ,,+�
B�&��+4� �'�&!$%�A� ��6E
�����.�==����F7 4++�
B�&��+9� 1%�.���'� (� *#+++�
B�&��+:� �'�&!$%�A� �� 53�
� � ������� l,+#395�

��$�$���!����%�>���%������!����&'=�����%�����&������E����&�%����F�

9�3�*�,��!��E
���&�%��F��/��'���,,#�,53*�
�������!%������#��!��Chronicle� %��%&�����������&�%����/�4*+� �%�������/��=�
�!����%����= #�$!�� ���� �'  ����� ��� !�>�� ����� ������� %�� �!�� ��8&������
E1'�.���,�F���/'��!���*+� �%�������/��=��!�� �����&�= ���������'  �����
���!�>��������!�������!����=������������'�&�#��A�&!��%>��������E	� �����
�/� ��>%�'�� �%������F�6,5:5#�  ��**3/�7��


!��=�%���%����!����!����43+��'  �����='����������������/��&����%���!��
����'��	�&���@*,9�%���!%�#��&�'����������,+4�&������/�����!�������������!��
���'���%�����/��!��&��&������%���&�= �������!�� ��>%�'������������������/�
�!�� WVHA� �%�� ���� ����$� �!��� ��&������ ��� .%�����  �%������� �%��  ������
$%�!�'�������&�#�$%�!�'����%������%��������������!���
��$!���%���!��������%���
������' ��� �!���43+� �%�������$����='������� �!������I�G'%�����%��� /��=�
�!��/�&���!����!����8&������E1'�.���F��/�1%�.���'���>����2%�����6��������!%��
���������*+,9�7��

9�3�*�*��!��E
���&�%��F��/��'�'���4#�,53*�
�!�� ������%��� �!���  �%������� %�/�&����$%�!� �� !'��$���� �'  ����� ��� !�>��
������������/���E�!��� �'�%&F���������$��� '�����'���!�������/�����!�������/�
�!��
�&������������������ ��= ���� %&.���' �������!���2�!%����%�����(���
�2�= ��#�?������	�%��%�����$�����%��,594�6 ��,,-@�,55*#�  ��,*:/�7��

“The number of inmates of the Birkenau men’s camp rose from 16,274 on July 
15, 1942 to 23,010 on August 8 as the daily transports from the west started 
arriving. At that time, it had become necessary to cease work at the Buna fac-
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tory, and the entire area around Auschwitz had to be closed off from the rest of 
the world for two months. Then began what was called a “delousing pro-
gram,” a systematic clearing out of the medical areas for the gas chambers.” 
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“In each case diagnosed, the barracks, room, and detachment of the prisoner 
were precisely determined, and the appropriate disinfection measures applied. 
Where several cases arose from a particular barrack, the most affected rooms 
therein were quarantined.” 
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“During the autumn months, bugs invaded certain blocks in massive numbers. 
The infested blocks were fumigated with Zyklon-B and have been free of ver-
min ever since.” 
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“A mixed epidemic of typhoid fever and typhus has been detected with one case 
of paratyphus B.” 
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“All camp inmates are deloused and their barracks put through a thorough 
scouring disinfection. Objects used by the infected and those suspected of in-
fection were disinfected or burnt. Individual Jews not yet vaccinated will be in-
oculated against typhus.  
The Jews are put to work only under guard in closed groups with their own 
tools. In the workplace, they do not come into contact with other workers. They 
have separate toilets.” 
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“The SS camp doctor conducts a selection among the prisoners in the Prison-
ers’ Infirmary, in the course of which he chooses 193 prisoners sick with and 
recovering from typhus. These are subsequently taken to Birkenau and killed in 
the gas chambers.” 


������=��.#��!���'�!����/��!��Chronicle��2 ��%�� 6ibidem7���
������������������������������������������������������
*,-���������/��!��
����������!�
��>%&���/�����������!����>���=���� ���%�����%��)  �����/�


� ��=����,3#�,534�6�"0#�)"0�*,;-#�  ��,5:/�7#������������/��=��!����>���=���� ���%8
�����%��)  ��������!����>�������/��  ���
%���%��"��>%�&��%��0����$%�A��/�)&������,,#�
,534�6�"0#�)"0�*,;-#� ��*+97��



��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ ,+9 

�

“In the registry of the sickbay of Block 28, ‘transferred to Birkenau’ is entered 
next to the 193 names of the sick prisoners. In the Census Record, however, the 
names of these prisoners are entered in the list of deaths; these entries are 
spread over the three following days. 30 of these prisoners were listed on the 
10th, 100 on the 11th and 63 on the 12th of August.” 
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“SS garrison physician Dr. Uhlenbrock arranged a selection among the sick 
and recovering prisoners in CC Auschwitz under the pretext of controlling the 
typhus epidemic. Those selected are to be killed in the gas chambers in order 
to eliminate the carriers of typhus, the lice, and the sick themselves. Q���R. In to-
tal, the camp doctor Entress selects 746 prisoners from the infectious ward, 
who are killed the same day in the gas chambers.” 
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“The register of Hall No. 3 in Block 20 is an important document concerning 
typhus in Auschwitz Camp I. It covers the period from March 12 to December 
1, 1942 (250 days). During the fumigation operation, that is from August 30 
until September 7, Hall No. 3 contained no prisoners. The register consists of 
168 numbered, handwritten pages; the headings cover the following items: 
‘Date, Census, Intake, From where, Treatment (typhus), Discharge, To where.’ 
The first registration is dated March 12, 1942. At that time, the hall held 68 
patients. On that day 2 patients died. In all, 323 patients died in this hall from 
March 12 to December 1. At the time of the above-mentioned ‘general fumiga-
tion,’ that is, on August 29, 1942, the number of patients in this hall stood at 
93. On that day, three patients died natural deaths, and the number fell to 90. 
On the same day, the hall was evacuated, and the number of inmates fell to ze-
ro. On September 8, 1942 62 patients moved in, and the day after the census 
rose to 93 patients.” 

�!���� /����$�� �� ������ 6�!�$�� ����$7� �!��� �� %&��� �!�� /��$� �/�  ��%����� %��
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“From the table it is evident that from March 12 to December 1, 1942 a total 
of 1,792 patients were admitted. Of these, 413 (23%) died in this period either 
of natural causes or following selection. Q���R In the above-mentioned register 
of Hall No. 3 of Block 20, the registration numbers of diagnosed typhus are 
marked. On March 12, there were already 645 cases of typhus. By November 
30, 4,812 cases had been registered. This indicates that in the period from 
March 12 to November 30, 1942, no fewer than 4,167 cases of typhus were of-
ficially registered.” 
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“Step by step, 750 typhus patients and survivors thereof Q�!���/���#���&�>����PR 
are sent to the Q���R chambers as well.” 
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“The SS camp doctor does a selection among the female prisoners in Block 27 
of the Prisoners’ Infirmary in the women’s camp in Birkenau, in which he 
picks out all sick Jewesses, about 800 women. They are killed the same day in 
the gas chambers.” 
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“A selection is conducted in Women’s Camp BIa in Birkenau in which 2000 
female prisoners are selected. The selectees are killed in the gas chambers.” 

)�� �!�� /����$%��� ���#� �� ��&���� ����&�%��� %�� �'  ����� ��� !�>�� �&&'�����
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“A selection is conducted in Women’s Camp BIa in Birkenau in which 2012 
female prisoners are selected. The selectees are killed in the gas chambers.” 
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“In a further selection in Women’s Camp BIa in Birkenau 1800 female prison-
ers are selected. The selectees are killed in the gas chambers.” 
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“The SS camp doctor conducts a selection in the Prisoners’ Infirmary, during 
which he picks out 110 prisoners. The selectees are taken to Birkenau and 
there killed in the gas chambers.” 
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“The 300 or so Jewish prisoners of the special unit assigned to digging up and 
incinerating the 107,000 bodies buried in mass graves are driven by the SS 
from Birkenau to the Main Camp. There they are led into the gas chamber at 
Crematorium I and killed by gas. So the witnesses to the incineration of the 
bodies are eliminated.” 
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���.�$�.%�����%/%������/����$��6
�����%&!����'��'=[�,5;*#� ��3:7��
“I declare that at that time, i.e., in late 1942, there were not yet any gas cham-
bers at Auschwitz. The only gassing action known to me from that period oc-
curred in November or December 1942. On that occasion, somewhat more 
than three-hundred-ninety persons, only Jews of various nationalities, who had 
been employed in the Birkenau special unit, were gassed. This gassing was 
conducted in the morgue.” 

�!%��%��"'&!�i�D������%=����**9�
“The members of the special unit, including the barracks staff, who had not yet 
once gone out to work but rather performed functions in the barracks, were 
sent to the Main Camp and gassed in the gas chamber of Crematorium I. The 
special unit included about 300 prisoners as that time.” 
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“On December 17, 1942, 200 young Jews from Slovakia who had been work-
ing in the so-called Sonderkommando at the gassing Q� ����%���R and the in-
cineration of the corpses were executed in Birkenau. The execution resulted 
due to a prepared mutiny and an attempt to escape, which had been revealed 
early on by a Jew. The Kommando was replaced by 200 Jews from Poland who 
had just arrived with a transport from Makow. Among those executed were: 
Alexander Weiss, Trnava; Fero Wagner, Trnava; Schneider Oskar, Trnava; 
Wetzler Dezider, Trnava; Aladar Spitzer, Trnava; Vojtech Weiss, Trnava.” 
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“At that time, there were mostly Slovakian Jews with numbers in the 36,000 
range. They came to Auschwitz from Lublin.” 
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“In Women’s Camp BIa in Birkenau, the SS conducts a larger selection among 
the prisoners that lasted the whole day. After the selection, about 2000 young, 
healthy women fit for labor are taken into the gas chambers of the bunkers.” 
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“The SS camp doctor conducts a selection in the Prisoners’ Infirmary during 
which he picks out 94 sick prisoners, who have no chance of early recovery. 
The 94 selected prisoners are brought to Birkenau and there killed with gas.” 

�!�� ��'�&�� ������� E�"�)#� B8�'
89T4#� "�%������D� 
�/%�=���� 	��%����� �/�
1��&.�*:#� ��*4*8*49F�6ibidem#� ��4937#��!���/����%���!����=������%>������
�A�&!�/��� �!������&�%�����/��'�'���4�������>�=����,3��/� �!����=��������
���%���!��&�����/��!��������#��!%���%=���!����������������������$!��!����!����8
�����%��� E�����/������ ��� 1%�.���'F� &��� ��� /�'��� ��2�� ��� �!�� ����&����D�
��=��#� ���� ����� �!�� %��%&���� �!��� �!��  �%������ �'=����� ���� �!�$�� %�� �!��
����'��	��%�������!'�#� ��=������ ��������Z������$!���� ��&'=�����PZ
�����/������1%�.���'��'����%����������%��P�

9�3�4�� �!��E
���&�%���F��/�,534�
��������#�
�&�= %����!������%�����!����&&���%�������!��Chronicle�!�  �����
%���!��a����,534�%�����'����/��=��



,,-� ��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ�

�

B���� 
�&�%��� 
�2� N%&�%=�&�'��
�����,;� ��%����= � �� 9++�
(����*:� 1%�.���'� (� ,#+++�
�'���*,� 1%�.���'� (� 35:�
�'���*5� 1%�.���'#�1

� �� 3-*��
�'���*5� 1%�.���'#�1

� �� 3#+++�

� ��4� 1%�.���'� (� Q!'������R�
)&���4� 1%�.���'� �� ,45�
)&���:� 1%�.���'� (� ,9-�
)&���:� 1%�.���'� �� Q���!�'����R�
)&���,+� 1%�.���'� �� 4*;�
)&���*+� 1%�.���'� �� *54�
)&���**� 1%�.���'� (� ,#*-+�
��>��,3� 1%�.���'� �� *,5�
��>��,5� 1%�.���'� (� 453�
B�&��5� 1%�.���'� �� ,4�
B�&��,+� 1%�.���'� �� 443�
B�&��,*� 1%�.���'� (� *#,+-�
B�&��,5� 1%�.���'� �� 44:�

� � ������� l,4#+45�

�!��/%/���������&�%�����'�%���,534�����,533����=���%��������.���$%������
)�������.���
��%�&'����� ��������%��
�&�%���9�9��

9�3�4�,���!��
���&�%����/����'����,;#�,534�
�A�&!�$�%����6ibidem#� ��4:97��

“The camp management conducts a selection among the prisoners in Quaran-
tine Barracks 2 and 8 of the Main Camp, during which about 500 prisoners 
are selected. They are taken the same day to Birkenau and there killed in the 
gas chambers.” 
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“… a selection occur, during which 1000 Jewish women are selected. The se-
lectees are taken to Block 25 and wait there until they are taken to the gas 
chambers.” 
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“In the Auschwitz-Birkenau Women’s Camp the camp management conducts a 
selection, during which 498 female Jewish prisoners are picked out, who in the 
opinion of the camp management and the SS camp doctor cannot be put to 
work. The chosen Jewesses are sentenced to death in the gas chambers. Q���R 
Among the selectees are 438 Jewesses from Greece. The list of the selected 
Jewesses is marked ‘?����,’ that is, ������������������%��'�� (special accom-
modation), and indicates the death sentence. The list is signed by the camp 
leader, Head Supervisor Mandel.” 

�A�&!��2 ��%���%����������
“A typewritten transcript of this original list of the specific names of the 498 
selected Jewesses and the signature of Head Supervisor Mandel is purloined 
and by illegal channels smuggled out of the camp by a member of the camp re-
sistance movement, the prisoner Stanis�aw K�odzinski, and brought to Teresa 
Lasocka, by whom this information is to be relayed to London.“ 
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“You are warned that these prisoners come from a camp in which at present 
typhoid fever, paratuphus, diphtheria and scarlet fever are epidemic. They 
should be quarantined and put to work in separate crews. The prisoners are 
bathed and deloused before transportation. “ 
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“An SS camp doctor conducts a selection in the Men’s Quarantine Camp BIIa 
in Birkenau, in the course of which he picks out 462 Jewish prisoners. They are 
killed in the gas chambers on the same day. Q[R 
An SS camp doctor conducts a selection in the Men’s Quarantine Camp BIId in 
Birkenau, in the course of which he selects about 4,000 Jewish prisoners. They 
are killed on the same day in the gas chambers.” 
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�!���=���!�$%�!� �������%>���'=��������'���*-#+++����� ��>%�'����=��8
�%����#� �!�� �'&&���%���B���!�	��%���%��#� �!��� %������� ,5� ���� *+T,534� ����
=%��%��@��!����2�����%����/�����!�&���%/%&��������������������)&������;#�,534#�
$!%&!���������'�� /��=����'���'=����4+#+++�� 
�� /����$��/��=��!%�� �!�����8
�$�����'�'���,�����)&������-����'��4#5++� �%�������=����!�%������!������
 ��>%�'����=���%����#��&&���%������"�!�D�������������%==�����/�
� ��=����
4+#�,534#����������/�*#4:+� �%��������%���%���'�'���%���'�&!$%�A#��/��!����
,#33*�%���!��=��D�� �'��54:�%���!��$�=��D��&�= ��
��
� ��=���� �'���!��
/%������>���������/�)&�����#����'��,#9++� �%�������='���!�>���%����&&���8
%�������!��&� �&%����/�����B���!�	��%����#�����!�������&�������>����'  ����
�!����!�������������������������'�'���*5�!����%������'��������!�#������!���
�!�� ���%�����&�����$������&�������'�%����!��&�'�����/�
� ��=�����

�!�� E����%��F��/�3#3-*� �%�����������'�'���*5#�,534� %�� &����J'������
���������'��'  ���������������&'=���#��'��%��&��&�'�%>������/'��������!��
B���!�	��%���%�����

9�3�4�9���!��
���&�%����/�)&������:#�,534�
�A�&!�$�%����6,5:5#� ��-*47��

“An SS camp doctor conducts a selection in the barracks of the Prisoners’ In-
firmary of Women’s Camp BIa in Birkenau, during which he chooses 156 fe-
male prisoners. They are killed on the same day in the gas chambers. The 
number of sick female prisoners comes to 6,261 after this.” 

�!����'�&��' ���$!%&!��A�&!����%���!���� %�� �!��E����!���������B� ���8
=�����%��F��/�)&������,534���&&���%�������!%���%��#�-#3,;�/�=���� �%�������
$����E%�&� ������/�$��.������ ���=���#F�$!%�������!��/����$%��������!����
��=�%���������-#*-,�$�=���%���!%��&����������!���/���#�/����A�&!�6-#3,;�
O�-#*-,�V7�,9-�/�=���� �%�������!������������������$�>��#��!���'=�����/�
$�=���&� ������/�$��.������ ���=������������)&������:�/��=�*-#9:3����
*-#-93�����!��5�!#��!���/���#������>�������&&���%����#��!��&���'���/�/�=����
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 �%������� ��&�%���� ��� 6,9-�O�;+�V7� :-#�$!%&!� ����� /����$�� /��=� �!�� /�&���
�!���44#++,�$�=���$�������%�������%���!��&�= ����)&������:#�����4*#5,9�
���)&������5��)��)&������:#�!�$�>��#���>���/�=���� �%�������/��=���&��8
��&�%��� ����� ���� 6����� -3-;+� ��� -3;+-7�$���� ��=%����� %���� �!�� &�= #� ���
�!��� �!�� �&�'��� ��&�%��� &�=�� ��� 6:-�q�;�V7� 54��)/� &�'���#� �!���� %�� ��� �>%8
���&�� /��� �!��&��%=� �!��� �!����54�=%��%���$�=���!�>��������������� 
�� %��
=���� �%.���� �!��� ��  ���%��� �/� �!����=%��%���$�=��� �%��#� ����!���  ���%���
$��������/�����������!���&�= �#�������������!��� ���%���$����>�����������#�
���������!��������!����$�=���$�����%= ��������/�������

9�3�4�-���!��
���&�%����/�)&������**#�,534�
�!%������&�%���%�����&�%�������/����$������A�&!�6ibidem#� ��-497��

“The census of Auschwitz-Birkenau Women’s Camp including the prisoners in 
the satellite camps, in the administration building, and at Dr. Clauberg’s ex-
perimental station comes to 33,649 prisoners. After a selection held on this 
day, the number declines by 1,260 female prisoners; among these are 394 
women from the Prisoners’ Infirmary.Q*3:R The selected prisoners are killed on 
the same day in the gas chambers.” 

�!����'�&���/����!����������%���������!��E����!���������B� ���=�����%��F�
���$��������!��?��=�����%�%����/��!��$���8.��$�����.����?������	�%��%�����
6The Final Solution#���$�a��.#�,5947��	�%��%������ ��.�������������/�E�$��
����������&�%�������
� ��=����4�����)&������**�Q,534R#F�$%�!�'���>���%�8
�%&��%���$!��!��� �!����!�  ����� %�� �!��=��D����� �!��$�=��D��&�= ���%��
��'�&�� %�� ������� �����&!�D�� ���.� Birkenau (Auschwitz II)#� ��$� a��.�
,53;#� ��;3�6	�%��%�����,594#� ��,,:7��	�%��%����D��$��.���������>����A�&!�
����!�����%��/����!��������������%����/�
� ��=����4#�,534�6,5:5#� ��9597#�%��
$!%&!��!�������=���%/%����!��E����������&�%��F�=���%��������	�%��%�����%�8
���������&�%����/�E��>�����!'������/�=������$%�!� �%������FP�


���!��E����!���������B� ���=�����%��F�/���)&������,534#��!��&���'��
�/� �!��$�=��D��&�= �����!��**����/��!���=���!�%���!�$�����44#-35#�����
�!���/����!�������/�������4*#4:5#�$!%&!�%���//���������>%���&���!����!��=%��8
%���,#*-+�$�=���!�������������������!�'�!�%�� %��&����&���!����!���'=����
�/� /�=����  �%������� E%�&� ����� �/� $��.� ��� �� ���=���F� ��� )&������ *4�
&�=�����-#*,+#��'������!�� ��>%�'������-#-+3�$����������%������#�����!����!��
��&�%���&�=������453��������������&�%���$��������%���!��&���������/�$�=���
E&� ������/�$��.������� ���=����F��!%�� /���� /��=�*;#+39���� �!��**��� ���
*-#,;5�����!��*4����/�)&�����#�$!%&!��=�'�������������'&�%����/�:--��*;-�
�/��!�����������������!���'�&��������E�&&' %��#F�����9:+�����!���'�&�����8
��� E'��&&' %���F� 
�� ����� 453� $�=��� %�&� ����� �/� $��.� ��� �� ���=����

������������������������������������������������������
*3:��A�&!���=��.���E)���!��/����$%�������4*#4:5�/�=���� �%�����������&�'����#��/�$!%&!�

-#*,+�$�=��������%&.����%�&� ������/�$��.��E�
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&�'���!�>�������E������F�!� ��!��%&�����6����,#*-+7#��'���>���/����!��='�8
���� �/� �!���� 453� �!���� %�� ���� �!�� �=������� �!���� �/� �>%���&��� ��� ������
���>�#� �!�� �����/����/�=����%�� ��%����� �����= ��'��%�8��H����.�!�����8
�'��%���!�������J'�������/��!�������,534#�����!���%��%�����%����� ���%�����!�����
 ���%����/��!����453� �%�����������>��������/��!�=�$���������/����������!���
&�= ��

9�3�4�;���!��
���&�%����/���>�=����,5#�,534�
�A�&!���������%���!%��&����&�%����

“In Birkenau Women’s Camp a selection takes place, during which 394 Jewish 
prisoners are selected.” 

�$�� /�=����  �%������� ����= ���� ��� /���� ���� $���� �!���� �!�� ��=�%����#�
�A�&!�$�%���#�

“were killed in the gas chambers.” 
�A�&!�  ��//���� ��� ��'�&�� �� =�=�����'=� �/� �!�� ��&���� ���%����&�� =�>�8
=���#��'��������!������6ibidem#� ��-9:7��

“The date of the selection is confirmed by the enumerations of the monthly la-
bor deployment list.” 


����'�!#��!%���%���E&��/%�=�F������'��������!%��#��'��%�������&������%&����!��
������������%���&������%&������(��=��!��,5�!�����!��*+�!��/��!���=���!#��!��
&���'���/��!��$�=��D��&�= ��&�'�������&�%���������=����*9�/��=�43#*+,�
���43#,;-�*35�

�!�� ��&��������%�'�%��� 6E�����	)#�1��� 
N#�1���*-;8*;,#F������%�����/�
�!�� 	��%����&�� ��>�=���#� N���� 
N#�   �� *-;8*;,7� &��&����� �� �%��� �/� �!��
��=����/�*53� �%��������������������%�����%����'=������!��/%���� �����/��!%��
��&'=����%��=%��%��#�����!����!���%������%������ �����$��$%�!�,+,����������
$%�!�453���!��/%�����'�>%>%��� ����$%�!��!���'=����,+,�&���%����!��!���%���
E)� %�FZ�����&�% ����!���%���&����%�����>���&��'=����
�J'��&���'=���#�

'���=�#�?%>�����=�#�	��%�����%����'=���#������%���E��$���#F�"��&���/�
1%��!#�B�����/�1%��!���!�� ����� �$������%����/� �!%�� �%��� /���1%���1��'�� 6����
-*45+7�����	�����!%�������� 6-93-*7��!�$��!��$�����E�!�������= �%��� ���
��&� �F�%�� ��&���/�"��&���/�1%��!�����B�����/�1%��!��

�!���'�&!$%�A��'��'=�!�������&� ���/� �!%�� �%���� 
�� '��%�!��� �!�� �����
 �����/��!%���%���$%�!��!��/����$%���%���� �����%���*9+�

“The third page of the list of November 19, 1943 with 394 Jewish prisoners se-
lected for the gas chamber. It was signed by the camp commandant SS �����8
��'�=/K!��� Hössler. A typewritten transcript of this list smuggled out of the 
women’s camp was given to the resistance movement of Auschwitz Camp I and 

������������������������������������������������������
*35��?0#����#�,43#� ��*:-���
*9+�(��=��!������%���$$$��'�&!$%�A����#��'���%�&���%�!����������������!��$%���������
���

B)������
�39#�39���
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was sent to Krakow on November 21, 1943 by Stanis�aw K�odzi�ski for utiliza-
tion and relay to London.“ 

���>�� �!�� �%����'��� %������ ������ �!�� �� �$�%�����$����� E��= �������#F�
����'������!���������������%�������= #� ��������

�Hauptsturmführer���!��
�%����'���%��$%�!�&����%�����!����/�E��= �������F����%��������#�$!���&�8
��� %�� �!�� &� �&%��� �/� !����%��&�� �' ��%��#� �!��  ����&�%>�8&'������ ������� �/�
1%�.���'���=��D����= #�

�Hauptsturmführer�(���A��Y�������

�!�� �%=��  ��%��� %�� J'���%��� %�� &�= ������� &�>����� ���B���!�	��%�����
**T,534#� $!%&!� ��&�= ������ /��=���>�=���� ,*� ��� B�&�=���� ,,#� ,534�
���� &����%��� ,#3++� ����!� &���%/%&������ 
/� �!��  �%������� �%����� $���� �������
������#� �!�%�� ��=��� �!�'��� !�>�� ����� %�� �!%�� B���!� 	��%������ �� ��>%�$#�
!�$�>��#���>������!���������!���$�� �%�������$!��$�����!����  �����!���%���

O�1%���1��'�#������5T*,#�,5,+�%������A�H�$#��%���B�&��3#�,534#�B���!�
����%/%&��������44--4�6
�����%&!����'��'=[�,559#�N����*#� ��,*:7��

O�	����
�����!%�������#������9T*-#�,5,9�%������>%���)����'#��%���B�&��
3#�,534#�B���!�����%/%&��������44-,3�6ibidem#�N����4#� ��,*397��

������!����$���������/����������$!�����
(��=� �!%�� %��=��� ��� &��&�'���� �!��� �!%�� �%��� &����%��� �!�� ����� /��� 453�

 �%�������$!��$����E�� ���������&&�==������F�����!��!�����' ��>%�������
��>�=����,5#�,534���/����,9������ %��J'�����%��#� �!�� ����� ���������'�����
B�&�=����3@��$��%�=���������= ������&� ������$�����!����

�!%���'������� �!��� �!�� ��>%�'�����%�&'�����35:� �%������� %�� �!�� �%����/�
�'�'���*,#�,534� �%.�$%���$��������������#��'�� ���!���$���� �����/������ ���
����!���&��&������%���&�= ��

9�3�4�:���!��
���&�%����/�B�&�=����,+#�,534�
�A�&!� ��&��%=���!�������!��������!��/����$%����&&'������

“In the late evening, 334 Russian PoWs are selected from the Quarantine 
Camp BIIa in Birkenau; these are the disabled PoWs transferred from Viljandi 
on November 28, who are brought to the gas chambers and murdered there. In 
order to cover up the killing of the PoWs, the camp management put it about 
that the prisoners were transferred to CC Lublin (Majdanek).” 

�!�� ��'�&�� �%>��� !���� ��� �A�&!� ������� E�"�)#� B ��8��T-#� 1��� *3@� B8
�'

84T,#�1���3#�G'�����S���%���F�6,5:5#� ��-;97��

�!�� /%���� ��/����&�� &��&����� �!�� $%������ ����%=���� �/� )���� ���.��#�
$!%&!�%��/�'���%���!��-�!�>��'=���/��!����&�����/��!���Y_���%����)�� ��*3��/�
�!%�� >��'=�#� ���� �!�� ��%�!����� ��/����&�� ��� �!�� J'���%����/� �!�� 443�
�>%���
"���� %�� ������ /�'��#��'�� ���!������ �!�� ��>%�'�� ����*9,��!�������� ������
�!���443�	'��%���"����$������=%���������!��&�= ������>�=����*:��

������������������������������������������������������
*9,��?0#����#�::�6�Y_���%��#�N����-7#� ��*4��
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“These were all badly disabled invalids. On December 10, trucks came in the 
late evening and took the whole group of 334 Russians away, probably to 
transport them to Lublin. In April 1944, a great number of prisoners from Lu-
blin came into our camp who categorically and unanimously testified that this 
convoy never arrived in Lublin. I am convinced that the entire convoy was 
gassed, and the circumstances in which the Russians were spirited out of our 
camp likewise testify in favor of my conviction.” 


���!��J'�����%����%��#����.��������>����!����!����"�������%>���%��G'����8
�%�����= �1

�������>�=����*:#�,534�����$�������%�������'������!���'=8
����� 	T,+;+;O,,+3+� 6���� "������ !� 9�5�,7�� �!�%�� J'�����%���  ��%��� �28
 %�������B�&�=����*-#��������B�&�=����,+��!���$���������/������E����'8
��%�#F����.���$�%�����

�!����������������������.�����'����&�= ��������������%&����
/��!��443�

�>%��� "����$���� ������� ��&�'��� �/� ��%��� ��>������ �%������#� $!�� �!���
$���� �!��� ���%������� %�� �!�� &�= � ���� ��=%����� ��� �!�� J'�����%��� &�= I�
�!��$�����!��������%� ��&!���%==��%�������/�����!�%�����%>��I�

)���!����!���!���#�����&���������%�'�������%�>���!�� �%������������/��=�
�����H����.�����'�&!$%�A�$�'��Z/�'��=���!�������PZ!�>��.��$��$%�!�
&����%�����!����!����	'��%���%�>��%���!�����>������%>���%���'��%�P�

�!��/�&��%���!�����E
%&.����/���
�>%���	'��%���"���F��2%�����%������'8
��%�� $!���� ������%�!=���� $��� �������� ��� �%==���� ��� ���'���� -#� ,534�
6�����A�,55,#� ��:57��

“Camp Lublin accommodated PoWs incapable to work in barracks in a sec-
tion of the camp. The barracks were set up similarly to hospital barracks. Med-
ical care is provided by Russian corpsmen and doctors, as in other camps. 
Disabled prisoners without legs should receive no modern prostheses, such as 
are usual in Germany, but rather crutches, as are used in Russia. The camp is 
obligated to render the greatest possible number of these prisoners marginally 
or even more capable of working, so that they can engage in adequate activi-
ties in our camps. We must utilize the fact of solid support for the disabled for 
propaganda.” 

�!��/%��������� ����$%�!�*55��%�������
�>%���"�������%>���%���!��E
%&.���F�
�������*,��� � ���B�&�=����,3#��� �������/�*#9;4� %�>��%���$������=%������
�!��"��%�!�!%����%�����=��A�0���A�!����!%���������6*++;#�  ��,-/7��

“From mid-December 1943, Majdanek took on an increasingly international 
character. In this period, it assumed the function of a ‘reconvalescence camp’, 
and so rather a dying place for sick and totally exhausted prisoners whose ca-
pacity for work had been exploited in the armaments industry in the Reich. In 
these transports were to be found even Germans, Frenchmen, Italians and Yu-
goslavian citizens.” 


����%��� %�� B�&�=���� ,534#� *+#:9+� �%&.� ���� %�>��%��  �%������� /��=� �!��
&�= �� �/� �!�� 	�%&!� 61'&!��$���#� B���8�%������'#� ��'����==�#� ��'8
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%&.���� /��� 
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"���F��/������H����.��

�!�� %�����&���/� �!����H����.���= ��%>����>%���&�� �!��� �!����$������
������ �/� �%==���D�� /��� �!�� ='����� �/�  �%������� %�&� ����� �/� $��.�� 1'��
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9�3�4�5���!��
���&�%����/�B�&�=����,*#�,534�
�A�&!�$�%�������'���!%������&�%���6,5:5#� ��-;;7��

“In the women’s camp in Birkenau, 9,324 female prisoners are sick and unable 
to work. A SS camp doctor conducts a selection with SS men and women, dur-
ing which 2,106 prisoners are chosen. They are killed in the gas chambers the 
same day. On the next day, 7,418 female prisoners are sick and unable to 
work.” 

�!����'�&��� �������������A�&!������!��'�'���E����!���������B� ���=����
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���.����
�$������
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=���� �%������������/��=��!��,*�!�����!��,4�!�/��=�*,#545����*4#+9;#��!���
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9�3�4�,+���!��
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�A�&!�$�%����6ibidem#� ��-:47��

“An SS camp doctor conducts a selection in Quarantine Camp BIIa in Birke-
nau, during which he selects 338 prisoners, who are killed on the same day in 
the gas chambers.” 
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1'������'��/%����&���%������=���/��!����!�������&�%�����

9�3�3�*���!��
���&�%����/����'����*,#�,533�
)���!%�#��A�&!�$�%����6,5:5#� ��;,*7��

“An SS camp doctor conducts a selection in Prisoners’ Infirmary BIIf, during 
which he selected prisoners infected with typhus. They are killed the same day 
in the gas chambers. Among those killed are 35 prisoners who were trans-
ferred from the Men’s Quarantine Camp BIIa into the Prisoners’ Infirmary 
BIIf the previous day as suspected typhus cases without confirmed diagnoses.” 

�A�&!D����'�&�����$��������!��/����$%�������%=�����/��!���28 �%������)����
���.���&�=��/��=�N��'=��-��/��!���Y_���%���6%��"��%�!7�*99�

“In January 1944, a typhus epidemic broke out in our sector of Camp Section 
BIIa. We had to place the prisoners who had been afflicted by this epidemic in-
to Infirmary BIIf. I submit a list of those who contracted typhus from Jan. 7, 
1944 to Jan. 31, 1944 that contains 66 names. We were interested in the fate of 
these prisoners in order to find out whether the diagnosis of typhus was posi-
tive. On that occasion, we found out that the prisoners included on that list 
with the numbers 13, 17, 39 and 50 had died of typhus. The prisoners with the 
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 31, 32, 
33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 45, 48, 49, 51 and 52 were sent to by 
gassed on Jan. 21, 1944. Among these were some in whom typhus had been di-
agnosed; the others were under regular observation. From a medical stand-
point, I must state that all those people sent to the gas chamber, if sick or only 
suspected of having typhus, were curable. The natural mortality among those 
infected with typhus was very low: from the statistics I have seen, out of 180 
typhus patients only 6 died from the effects of this illness.” 

��%��� /��=� �!�� /�&�� �!��� �!�� %��%&��%���� ���'�� �!�� �������� ����%��� &�=��
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9�3�3�4���!��
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)���!%������&�%��#��A�&!������6ibidem7��

“In the Prisoner’s Infirmary of CC Auschwitz I, an SS camp doctor conducts a 
renewed control among the 800 Jewish prisoners selected, during which he 
designated 200 of them as seriously ill. They are taken to Birkenau on the same 
day and there killed in the gas chambers” 

�!����'�&��%������&��%&��� �����/��!�����%����&��=�>�=����%���!��&�= #�%��
$!%&!�%�������*9-�

“On Jan. 22, 1944 200 Jews—seriously ill—were sent to the gas in Ausch-
witz.” 
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“An SS camp doctor conducts a selection in Golleschau Satellite Camp, during 
which he chooses 26 Jewish prisoners. The selected prisoners are transferred 
to Birkenau. In general, transfer of sick prisoners to Birkenau is synonymous 
with them being sent to the gas chambers. The list of the names of the selected 
and transferred prisoners was signed by the then-leader of the unit, that is, the 
camp leader of the satellite camp, SS-)����&!��/K!��� Mirbeth.” 
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“The Prisoners’ Infirmary (�01), actually a sickroom, was opened only in 
1943 in the satellite camp Q?�����&!�'R. It was located in the ground floor of 
the residential building. Despite having set up the sickroom, in serious cases 
the prisoners were transferred to Auschwitz or Birkenau.” 
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“In the transfer of January 23, 1944, which contains the names of 26 prison-
ers, there is a handwritten notation with the following content: ‘Where to?—
Birkenau.’ It is assumed that these prisoners were taken to the Prisoners’ In-
firmary at Birkenau (BF Q1

� /R) and from there were consigned to the gas 
chambers as incapable of work.” 

�!��$�%���� '����!��$!����=��������������$%�!��!��/����$%���/%��% �6ibidem#� ��
-97��

“In Golleschau Camp, killings by phenol injection were also performed.” 
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“247 Jewish prisoners from Satellite Camp Neu-Dachs are killed in the gas 
chambers of Birkenau. The list of the selectees is compiled on January 18, 
1944. It contains the names and numbers of 254 prisoners. Four prisoners died 
beforehand, and three were struck from the list.” 

�
����/�������#��A�&!������6ibidem7���
“The list of names from January 18, 1944 is marked with the abbreviation 
1 
for special treatment, and crosses are drawn next to the prisoners’ names.” 
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“There was a so-called Prisoners’ Infirmary in the satellite camp. This was a 
large walled barracks in the form of a horseshoe. The infirmary was divided 
into three departments: the inner, the surgical and the so-called diarrhea de-
partment (for diarrhea patients). In the infirmary was a dental station as well 
as the room of the block elder and rooms for the personnel. The patients were 
looked after by inmate doctors and nurses. Czech and German prisoners—
Jews—were the doctors. The dentist was a Jewish Czech doctor. The infirmary 
was intended for minor illnesses. Nonetheless, the mortality of patients was 
very high. The most basic of medical supplies were lacking in the infirmary. 
The range of medical supplies ordered by the corpsman was limited primarily 
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to dressings, disinfectants, aspirin and charcoal. On occasion, seriously ill pa-
tients were taken to the camp infirmary in Monowitz.” 

"% ����!����//������=��%��%>%�'����2�= ����6ibidem7���
“For example, on the order of the camp doctor SS ��' ���'�=/K!��� Fischer, 
the following prisoners from Satellite Camp ‘Neu-Dachs’ were transferred to 
the infirmary in Monowitz in April 1944 in order to undergo operations: Hersz 
Aüfa No. 111669, Iwan Danieluk No. 130881, Isaak Frenkiel No. 138242, Jab 
Janc No. 123858, W�adys�aw Jarorz No. 108805, Petro Miakota No. 131222 
and W�odzimir Rajkow (Infirmary Registry of CC Auschwitz III, Vol. 6, p. 
515).” 
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“ Registry Jan. 24, 1944 
E.V.O. Labor Camp 
Subj: Soap Allotment for Prisoners on the Day Shift” 
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“184 Jewish men, women and children, who were transferred on March 25, 
1944 from The Hague and not registered in the camp’s records, are taken from 
Quarantine Camp BIIa in Birkenau into the gas chambers.” 
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“184 Jews were brought with a transport of the Reich Security Main Office 
from The Hague. In the transport are men, women and children. They were 
hidden by Hollanders and are arrested in consequence of denunciations. They 
are quartered in the so-called men’s quarantine camp BIIa in Birkenau in 
Block 4, which is isolated. Because orders from the Reich Security Main Office 
are expected, no numbers are assigned to them. Only inmate officials have ac-
cess to the barracks they occupy, such as Dr. Wolken, an inmate doctor from 
the clinic in Camp Sector BIIa.” 

�!���'�!����2 ��%���%����/��������6ibidem#� ��;337��
“They are killed in the gas chambers on April 4.” 
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“In late March 1944, a transport of Dutch Jews arrived in our camp that was 
made up of men, women and children. This transport was housed in Block 4 of 
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our Camp BIIa. The block was tightly sealed off; no one was allowed in, and 
only camp officials, including myself as clinic doctor, had access. In camp 
headquarters, I was told the whole transport was ‘on call’ in our camp, and 
these people would not be taken into the camp’s population. After 10 days, the 
whole transport was loaded onto trucks, taken to the sauna Q�%&R and gassed. 
The transfer of these people was carried out with all the precautions and 
methods that were adopted for putting people to the gas.” 

�!����&����$�����&������%��?��=���*-+�
“In late February 1944, the date escapes me now, a transport of Dutch came 
to us in the camp with all their luggage, mostly women with children, some ba-
bies among them, some older people. They came from German police stations, 
they were people who had been hidden in Holland by Aryans and nonetheless 
fell victim to the German bloodhounds: they stayed almost 10 days with us in 
the camp, until the Political Department received its orders. Then they were 
picked up by trucks and taken to the chimney. There were 184 people.” 
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“In mid-March, 184 Dutch Jews were put up for 10 days in our camp and were 
then conveyed to the gas chambers.” 
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“On October 2, 1943 the census of Camp Section BIIa was 5,971 persons; on 
October 3, the census had sunk to 5,832, which is a difference of 139. Since 
those sent to the sickbay and the two who died on that day had already been 
subtracted from the census of October 2, and because no prisoner was trans-
ferred on October 3, the number of those selected and sent into the gas stands 
at 139. “ 
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“On October 9, 1943 the camp census amounted to 7,356 persons. On October 
10, 1943 in the morning a transport of 270 Russians from Vitebsk arrived, so 
that the census on October 10 rose to Q;#49-�q�*;+�VR 7,626. In the evening of 
that day there were only 7,298 persons in the camp, which means that—when 
one accounts for one death—Q;#-*-�O�;#*5:VR 327 persons underwent selection 
and were sent to the gas.” 
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“270 Russian prisoners are transferred into the camp by �%����A��'  � C from 
Vitebsk and brought into Quarantine Camp BIIa in Birkenau.” 
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“The number of those selected and driven into the gas on November 14, 1943 
derives from the following numbers: On November 14, 1943, the camp census 
came to 4,707 persons; 75 Russian PoWs entered as well as a transport of 364 
Poles from Radom, in all Q�!��&�= �&���'�� �!���/��������� ��R 5,146. Of these 
have to be subtracted: 200 transferred to other camps, 34 admitted to the sick-
bay, as well as 3 deaths, so that on November 14 still Q3#;+;�q� ;9� q� 4-3� O�
*4;VR 4,909 persons were in the camp. Since the camp census fell to 4,690 on 
November 15, 1943, a difference of Q3#5+5O3#-5+VR 219 persons arises, who 
were selected and sent to the gas.” 
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“On January 1, 1944 a camp census of 39,924 was recorded, and on January 
2, one of 3,759, which, with accounting for the 12 sent to the Prisoners’ Infir-
mary and 12 to the recovery barracks, indicates a difference of Q4#5*3�O�4#;95�
O�,*�O�,*�VR 141 selected and gassed.” 

�!��EB�%���	� ����F*;:� %�� /�&���!�$�,*������ %���� �!��"�%������D� 
�/%�=����
��������!���,*�%�����!����&�>���������&.�#��'������!��*���������������!��,���
�/����'�����(����!��/%���������/��!�������,533#�!�$�>��#��!����!�$���E����F�
�/� ,,:�  �%������#�$!�� ��>%�'���� �'=������ �=���� �!�� ,3,�=%��%��� /��=�
�!��&�= �&���'������!��/����$%��������

9�9�;�� �!��
���&�%����/����'����,3#�,533�
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“On January 14, 1944 the camp census was 2,975 persons; in addition, 77 
Russian PoWs, 343 Polish Jews from B�dzin and Sosnowice, as well as 343 
from Stutthof arrived; overall the camp census subsequently rose to 3,395. On 
January 15, it was down to 2,995 persons, which after accounting for 37 losses 
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Q**����"�%������D�
�/%�=���#�,4����B� ���=����1

�#�*�����!�R yields a figure of 
Q4#459O*#559O4;VR 363 selected and gassed; I have indicated this number in 
the book under the heading ‘Remarks’ and underscored it with pencil.” 
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“On January 21, 1944 the prisoner census stood at 2,880 persons, on January 
22, 1944 only 2,212 persons; since that day, 117 prisoners left the camp—100 
in a transport, 15 to the Prisoners’ Infirmary and two deaths; the rest, 542 
persons, they were selected and gassed. Under the heading ‘Remarks’ I noted 
that these people were sent to the sauna, and I underlined this remark. “ 
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“On April 14 the camp census stood at 2,842 persons, on April 15 it fell to 
2,658 persons; since there were no losses on that day, Q*#:3*�O*#-9:�VR 184 
persons fell victim to selection and gassing.” 
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“On April 18, 1944 the camp census came to 4,949 persons, of whom 169 were 
transferred (11 women to the Prisoners’ Infirmary and 155 to the women’s 
camp, 3 men to Camp BIId); a further 35 persons died, which yields a total de-
cline of 204. That leaves in the camp Q3#535O*+3VR 4,745 persons. On April 19, 
the camp census came to only 4,444 persons; the remaining Q3#;39O3#333VR 
301 were therefore selected and driven into the gas.” 
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-:37��

�!����/'��!�������� �����$%�!���$��/��=��!����%�����������%>���%������
,533#��!��/%����$%�!�*#9+4� �%�����������!���%2�����!��%��&�= �%����;-;�=���
���������6���%�����%����'=������8;-Z�8:3*7�����,#;4-�$�=��������%����
6���%�����%��� �'=����� �8,9Z�8555� ���� �8*+++Z�8*;9+@� ibidem#�  ��
;;-7���!����&��������� ����$%�!�*#33;� ������#����&!���1%�.���'��������
������������������������������������������������������
*:5 Ibidem#�  ��;,/���!�����������>��6"������ !�9�5�,�7���/��&������������/�4#:*3������������8

�%���>%&�%=���
*5+��"�)#�B8�'
89T*#������?0#�)1#�4:3��
*5,�
�������%.��%!���������/��!���� ��������%����'�%����!����% ��



��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ ,39 

�

,;�� 9;-�=��� ���� �����$���� %�� %�� 6���%�����%��� �'=������8:34Z�8,3,:7�
����,#:;,�$�=��������%����6���%�����%����'=������8,+++Z�8,555������8
*;9,Z�84-*,@�ibidem#�  ��;;-/7���!���!%�������� ���#����%>%����������,5#�
�'=������ *#355�  �������� ,#+-*� =��� ���� ����� 6���%�����%��� �'=����� �8
,339Z�8*9+-7� ���� ,#34;� $�=��� ���� �%���� 6���%�����%��� �'=����� �8
4-3*Z�89:;:@�ibidem#� ��;;:7��


��������3��/� �!���  ���%2#� 
�&�= %��� �!�������&��&���%��� �!����$%�!�
����� �����%�����!��1%�.���'�(�=%�����= ���

���$��$%��� ���� %�� �!�� /����$%��#� �!�� ����� ����� �/�
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%�&���!��
�//%&%��� !%����%���� !�� ���%����%��� ���%���� E����%��F� ��� �!�� �����>%��%���
ESBF�6
 �&%��������=���7#� �!%�� �!�%�� ���%&�$�'��� %= ��� �!��� �!�� ����� �����
%��J'���%���$�����������after six months in quarantineP�

�A�&!�$�%����'�������������&!�:#�,533�6ibidem#�  ��;4-/�7��
“Toward the morning, a total of 3,791 Jewish prisoners from Theresienstadt—
men, women and children—have been killed in Crematoria II and III.” 

)�� �'��� *#� B����������� ����&���� 4#+:+�  �%������� &� ����� �/� $��.�*5*� )/�
�!���#�*#+++�$����$�=��#�$!��$���������/����������!��
�'��!�/�������=8
�'�����= �#� ����,#+++�$�=���$!��$���� ���
�&!���!�'������#� �'��:+�
�������A�&!�$�%����%����/��������6ibidem#� ��:,,7��

“The census of Camp BIIb currently amounts to about 10,000 prisoners, since 
of the persons who arrived in the transports of December 16 and 20, 1943 
from Theresienstadt, 3,256 prisoners are still alive on May 11, 1944, and on 
May 16, 17 and 19, 7,449 more persons were received and admitted into Camp 
BIIb. On June 10Q*54R 1944, a total of 6,231 female prisoners were incarcer-
ated; 5,799 women and 432 girls to 14 years of age.” 
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“Around 148,000-152,000.Q*59R 
In the week of September 7, 1943, family transports of Jews from There-
sienstadt arrived. It was entirely mysterious to us that these transports enjoyed 
a never-before-present exceptional treatment. The families were not broken up, 
not one of them went to the otherwise inevitable gassing. Their hair was not 
even cut off, and they stayed together as they arrived, men, women and chil-
dren, put up in a separate part of the camp and were even allowed to keep their 
luggage. The men didn’t have to go to work, for the children even a school was 
established under the management of Fredy Hirsch /Makabi, Prague/ and even 
had free postal privileges. They were bullied in an outrageous way only by 
their ‘camp elder,’ a German professional criminal named Arno Böhm, Pris-
oner Number 8, one of the biggest bandits in the camp. Our amazement rose 
still higher when, after a while, we learned the official designation of this 
transport, whose title read: 
‘
1—Transport of Czech Jews with 6-months quarantine.’ 
We knew very well what ‘
1D/Special Treatment/ means, but could make no 
sense of the way they were treated and the exceptionally long quarantine peri-
od of 6 months, especially since our own humble experience of quarantine nev-
er went above 3 weeks. We began to wonder. But the closer the end of the 6-
months quarantine period came, the more we became convinced that the end of 
these Jews would come in the gas chamber, too. We sought means of contact 
with the leaders of this group. We made it clear to them what their situation 
was and what they had to expect. Some of them, particularly Fredy Hirsch, 
who apparently had the confidence of his campmates, told us that they would 
organize a resistance for the eventuality that our fears came to pass. The peo-
ple of the ‘Special Unit’ told us that, if the Czech Jews undertook to defend 
themselves, they would join them as well. Some believed to be able to incite a 
general revolt in the camp in this way. 
On March 6, 1944, we learned that the crematoria were being prepared for the 
reception of the Czech Jews. I hurried to Fredy Hirsch to tell him this and ur-
gently told him to get busy, since they certainly had nothing left to lose. He re-
plied to me that he knew what his duty was. Before evening I slipped into the 
Czech camp again and learned that Fredy Hirsch lay dying. He had poisoned 
himself with Luminal. On the next day, on March 7, 1944 he was taken uncon-
scious, together with his 3,791 comrades who had come to Birkenau on Sep-
tember 7, 1943, in trucks to the crematoria and gassed. The young ones rode 
singing to their death. To our great disappointment, there was no resistance. 
The men of the Special Unit, who had resolved to take part, waited in vain. 
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About 500 older people had died during the quarantine period. Only 11 pairs 
of twins were spared among these Jews. Various medical experiments are con-
ducted on these children. As we left Birkenau, these were still alive. Among 
those gassed from Slovakia was, among others, Rozsi Fürst from Sered. 
A week before the gassing, that is, on March 1, 1944, all camp inmates were 
required to write to their relatives abroad about their wellbeing. The letters 
had to be dated between March 23 and March 25, 1944. They were obliged to 
request packages from their relatives abroad.” 

�!�� �'�!���� �/� �!�� �� ���� =���� %�� ��'�������� &����� �!��� �!��� /������ �!��
��=��/����/����!���$������� ������!���!������%>���%��B�&�=����,534�*5-�

“On December 23, 1943 3,000 more Jews came from Theresienstadt. The man-
ifest showed the same heading as that for those who arrived on September 7: 
‘
1 Transport, Czech Jews with 6-months Quarantine.’ Q[R. Their quarantine 
period runs out on June 20.” 

�!����&��������%=���#������=���%���������A�&!#�%���!����/�)�������.���*5;�
“Adjacent to our camp, separated from it only by an electrified fence, was 
Camp BIIb. It was at first a Family Camp and was opened on September 9 with 
a transport of 8,000 men, women and children from the Theresienstadt ghetto. 
Then, in December 1943, a further transport of 5,000, and in January 1944 a 
third also of 5,000 arrived. The inmates of this camp were better off than the 
other prisoners. They were allowed to keep their belongings, their hair, to live 
with their wives and children, to write home every 14 days and to receive vict-
ual packages. For the children, a kindergarten was established, and the chil-
dren received special provisioning, even milk was given out to them. Nonethe-
less the bad living conditions and infectious diseases that broke out among 
them resulted in mainly the older people dying in great numbers. On March 8, 
1944, all the men, women and children of the first transport /Sept. 1943/ were 
rounded up, and after the men had been separated from the women, they all 
were led in groups of 500 to us in the camp, where they were assigned to the 
recently vacated Blocks 2 through 12. It was said that they would be prepared 
for further transfer to Heidebreck Q�%&R. Provisions were not made for them, 
and as then in the evening armed SS people appeared in the camp and sta-
tioned themselves around the Theresienstadt blocks, the matter seemed suspi-
cions to us. Nothing happened during the night, though, and in the morning, 
the sentries were withdrawn, and the people were allowed to move about freely 
in our camp. In the course of the day 40 of them were pulled back from the 
transport. Food was brought for them at noon, and they also received their 
evening meal. Muster was held in the afternoon in an entirely normal fashion, 
and everything seemed to be in order. Suddenly at 7:30 in the evening, I was 
hanging around one of the blocks where there was a group of Viennese women, 
a block curfew was decreed, and as I left the block, I saw coming from the di-
rection of the train station the lights of a long line of trucks. The trucks turned 
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into our camp, there were 18, a heavily armed SS detachment showed up, rein-
forced by German and Polish Capos, who took up station in front of the blocks. 
In the blocks not occupied by the Theresienstadters, everyone had to go imme-
diately into the bunks, and the lights were turned out. )����&!��/K!��� Pol-
laczek, military commander of BIId, controlled our blocks and threatened us in 
the outpatient clinic with being shot if lights were still on and not everyone was 
in bed. And then they started routing out the Theresienstadters block by block, 
loading every 80 of them onto a truck and taking them to the crematorium 
/Crematorium 3/. This went on almost the whole night, since there were 3,752 
of them. They were completely healthy people, men, women and children.” 

(%�����#����.���'��'�������!%=���/���������'���!����������E�%J'%���%��F��/�
�!��(�=%�����= �%���'���,533�*5:�

“The rest of the Theresienstadt camp was liquidated at the end of June. First 
the sickbay was cleared out and the women taken to the gas. I was on hand 
myself to see how they grabbed stark naked, sick women by the hands and feet 
and hove them into the truck with no concern for how they fell one atop the 
other. In the following days, they picked out all men and women fully capable 
of work and sent the women to Hannover, Hamburg and Stutthof. The men fit 
for work came into our camp,Q*55R likewise made ready for further transport. 
Old men and old women stayed behind, along with the feeble and women with 
children. The latter were encouraged to separate themselves from their chil-
dren and to go on the transport. But very, very few did this, despite promises 
that the children would be well provided for in a dedicated children’s block. 
On July 8, 50 large, strong boys were taken from this camp to BIIb as "% ��Q4++R 
for the camp bigwigs. Two days later in the early afternoon the rest of the 
Theresienstadt men of our camp went to Blechhammer. In the evening, the 
mothers with children had to muster, and they were told that they would be 
transferred to the Gypsy Camp BIIe but must first go through the sauna 
/showers/ as was customary for any transfer from one camp to another. The 
only strange thing was that this was done by night, when the watchtowers were 
manned, and the registrar for the Gypsy camp had already retired for the 
night. And we should not deceive ourselves: they were all led together into the 
gas. The next day, the rest of the men and women, about 4000, were taken to 
the gas from the camp with trucks. Trucks had to be used along with a large 
contingent of SS because it was already known that the mothers with their 
children, rather than going into the Gypsy camp, had gone to heaven.” 
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“3,792 Theresienstadters /men, women and children/, who were in our camp 
and were perfectly healthy.” 
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“Two of the preserved work cards of female prisoners of the Theresienstadter 
Family Camp in Birkenau with annotation as to their death on March 8, 1944. 
On March 8/9, 1944 3,791 Jews from Theresienstadt—men, women and chil-
dren—were killed in the gas chambers of Crematoria II and III. The originals 
are in the Center for Preservation of Historical Documentation Collections in 
Moscow, the copies are in the archive of the State Museum of Auschwitz-
Birkenau. “ 
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“The notation ‘special treatment after six months’ appeared on the manifest, 
but not on the prisoners’ cards and not on the index cards that the prisoners 
held in their hands.” 
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“At this time, July 10, 1944 at the latest, more Theresienstadter men from 
Auschwitz were assigned to work details, specifically to the Blechhammer 
Concentration Camp. They went by truck. Along the way they saw the infamous 
name Heydebreck.” 
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“Reported to London: The German authorities in Czechoslovakia have or-
dered that 3000 Czechoslovakian Jews are to be exterminated in gas chambers 
in Birkenau on or about June 20. These 3000 Czechoslovakian Jews arrived in 
Birkenau in December of last year from the concentration camp of There-
sienstadt on the Elbe. 4000 Czechoslovakian Jews who were brought to Birke-
nau from Theresienstadt in December 1943 were murdered in gas chambers on 
March 7.” 
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“Their number has fallen to 12000 in a short time. Today, on the day of the 
liquidation, 1500 still-work-capable men and women as well as 8 doctors are 
picked out. The others are brought to Crematoria III and IV. The next day, the 
Czech camp, occupied for two years, is depopulated. Everything is again quiet 
in the two crematoria, too. I see a truck loaded with ashes as it departs the 
crematorium yard and heads in the direction of Weichsel. In one stroke the 
camp population has fallen by 10000 people, the archive of the CC will extend 
one more page for that.” 
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“The old, the younger who had lost their strength after 2 years in the CC, and 
the children of the Czech part of the camp who had wasted away to their bones 
must vacate their places for the new arrivals who are capable of work.” 
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“With a transport of the RSHA, 1260 Jewish children and their 53 custodians 
are transferred from Theresienstadt. They are killed on the same day in the gas 
chambers.” 
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“This is probably the total number of all men and women.” 
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“In the afternoon an empty freight train pulls up at the train ramp in Birkenau. 
1408 Gypsies of both sexes from CC Auschwitz Q1%�.���'R�who were selected 
from Camp BIIe and Blocks 10 and 11 of the Main Camp are brought along. 
They are supposed to be kept alive and for that reason are transferred to other 
camps. Those leaving bid goodbyes through the fence to those Gypsies left be-
hind in Camp BIIe. Toward 7PM the train leaves the ramp in Birkenau. In the 
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train are 918 men, including 105 boys from nine to 14 years of age and 490 
women. Destination of the train is CC Buchenwald Q[R After evening roll call, 
the camp in CC Auschwitz II Q1%�.���'R is locked down and a curfew is or-
dered in the Gypsy Family Camp BIIe. Camp BIIe as well as a few further bar-
racks housing Gypsies are surrounded by armed SS men. Trucks enter the 
camp with which 2897 defenseless women, men and children are driven to the 
gas chambers in the crematorium.” 
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“The transport arriving on Aug. 3, 44 from CC Auschwitz consisted entirely of 
the Gypsy females still alive from Camp Birkenau.” 
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“I, Kazimierz Smole� swear, declare and testify as follows: 
1. I have seen the Numbers Book 150001–200000 now before me during my 
service as recorder in the reception of the Political Department in Concentra-
tion Camp Auschwitz and consulted it often during my service. 
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2. This Numbers Book lay on in the prisoner’s office on Block 24 and was 
maintained by inmate recorders. There were in total 7 such books in which the 
numbers of the prisoners were entered. 
3. In the book before me, there are 3 columns next to the prisoner serial num-
ber in which entries were made. The meanings of the abbreviations are: 
s� = K���������/transferred 
Buna = Monowitz /I.G. Farben Camp 
I = Auschwitz Main Camp 
II = Birkenau Camp 
† = died 
Gleiw I = Gleiwitz I Satellite Camp /Gasrusswerke/ 
“II =  “ II “ “ 
“III = “ III “ “ 
“IV =  “ IV “ “ 
Dirl. = Dirlewanger /SS Unit/ 
Golesch. Q�%&R = Golleschau Cement Plant 
Jawisch. = Jawischowitz Coal Mine 
��/��!. = ��/��!��/escaped 
��/�. † = ��/��!�� †/shot while escaping 
Bobrek = Bobrek Satellite Camp /Siemens-Schuckertwerke/ 
Jaworzno = Jaworzno Coal Mine 
I. K�. = K���������/transferred from Auschwitz 
II. K�. = K���������/transferred from Birkenau 
��. = Eintrachthütte Satellite Camp�
�%����&!�. = " " " 
����. = ���������/released 
Janina = Janina Coal Mine 
Laura = Laura barracks 
Blechh. = Blechhammer Satellite Camp /Hermann Göringwerke/ 
�%��. Birk. = �%���&!�/��!�/ Birkenau/Maintenance Yard 
Budy = Budy Satellite Camp 
Fürst. Gr. = Fürstengrube Coal Mine 
Altham. = Althammer Satellite Camp/ Forest Unit/ 
01 = 0���.����'/Infirmary 
Hubertus = Hubertushütte Satellite Camp 
Sons. = Sosnowitz Satellite Camp 
Babitz = Babitz Agricultural Unit 
(�0��. = Women’s concentration camp 
Günther = Günthergrube Coal Mine 
Lagischa = Lagischa Satellite Camp 
Plaszow = Plaszow Concentration Camp near Krakow 
Plawy = P�awy. Satellite Agricultural Unit 
4. The above-listed abbreviations are shown next to the prisoner number in the 
Numbers Book, and one can see from them, where the prisoner was transferred 
or whether he has died. Changes in this book were indicated to the effect that 
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the prior� Q ��&%�R entry was erased and replaced by a new one. Thereby this 
book gives an accurate reflection of the deployment of the prisoners whose 
numbers were between 150001 and 200000. 
5. This book was maintained up until the dissolution of Concentration Camp 
Auschwitz and its satellite camps on January 18, 1945. 
6. Since this book covers only male prisoners, the entry “Women’s Concentra-
tion Camp” is to be understood as the case where a newborn child was of the 
male gender, who received his own prisoner number at birth, which was tat-
tooed on him immediately.” 
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“Special Unit Zeppelin in Breslau advises Special Unit Auschwitz that pursu-
ant to the decree of the 	
�� of December 1, 1942 it has transferred the ac-
tivists Jakob Semjonow, born September 30, 1916 and Wassili Gatschkow, 
born October 20, 1918 for ‘special treatment’ because they are infected with 
tuberculosis of the third degree and are therefore incurable.” 


�����������������'����*5#��A�&!�&���%�'���6ibidem#� ��45:7��
“Special Unit Zeppelin of the 
% � and the 
B in Auschwitz transmits to the 
head of the Political Department in CC Auschwitz, Grabner, the request for 
special treatment of the two transferred activists Jakow Semjonow und Wassili 
Gatschkow as well as for transmission of a completion report.” 

(���(���'����-#�����/%�����A�&!D��������&��&���%����!����J'������&�= ��8
�%����� ����6ibidem#� ��3+-7��

“The head of the Political Department in CC Auschwitz, Grabner, signs a mes-
sage with which the Special Unit Zeppelin of the 
% � and the 
B in Auschwitz 
are advised that the activists Semjonow and Wassili Gatschkow transferred to 
Auschwitz have been executed. In the message the code words ‘separately ac-
commodated’ are used, which means that they have been killed.” 
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�!��?��=�����$�=���A%���Der Spiegel� �'==��%A��� �!����&'=�����&��8
&���������/����$��6E�������!=�����  ��%�F�,55*#� ��,,97��

“The medical diagnosis of January 28, 1943 sounded serious enough: ‘Pulmo-
nary tuberculosis II-III stage.’ But the patient in Breslau’s All Souls Hospital, 
the prisoner of war Soviet soldier Jakow Semjonow, 26, could not suspect that 
this finding was a death sentence. 
On the same day, however, an SS Hauptsturmführer by the name of Walter 
Weißgerber wrote to the ‘SS Special Unit Auschwitz.’ that for Semjonow as 
well as for another sick Russian, ‘further in-patient treatment is no longer pos-
sible here;’ for which reason ‘special handling is requested for the same’. 
The guard who escorted the patients to Auschwitz described later how the pa-
tients were led into a washroom. Then an SS member with a special gun ap-
peared and shot both of them.” 

�!����&'=����%��J'���%���$�����������%�����>%���&��%������%�!���������%���
$%�!� �!�� 
B� �'=����� �?89**+O9**4� �'�%��� �!�� �%�!��=�������� ��%���
6NMT#�N����W


#� ��9;,89;47���
�?89**+��

“To the Commandant of the SS Special Camp, Breslau 
The two sick agents, Gatschkow who is at this time in the camp, and Semjenow 
who is at the All Soul’s Hospital, according to my diagnosis, have pulmonary 
tuberculosis in the second to third stage. 

(Signed) RASUMOVSKI Physician, Special Unit 
First Lieutenant 

Breslau, 28 January 1943” 
�?89**,��

“Breslau 10, 28 January 1943 
Schiesswerderplatz 25 

Telephon: 41252 
(Handwritten) 1 A-212/43 SS Sonderkommando ‘Zeppelin’ 
We./Brs. 
To the SS Special Detachment (SS-Sondereinheit) Auschwitz 
Attention SS First Lieutenant Huhn 
Auschwitz 
Subject: Delivery of sick agents (Aktivisten) 
Reference: Letter of the RSHA VI C 1 B. No. 54120/42 
 of 1 December 1942 
The following agents: 
(1) Semjenow, Jakow, born 30 September 1916 
(2) Gatschkow, Wassili, born 20 October 1918 have been treated here and suf-
fer from TB of the third degree. Any further treatment here is impossible. Re-
ferring to the order of the RSHA VI C 1 of 1 December 1942, regarding the de-
livery of sick agents, paragraph III (incurable patients), it is asked to give them 
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special treatment. At the same time, notice of the delivery is given from here to 
the RSHA. 
By ORDER: (Signed) WEISSGERBER 

SS Captain” 
�?89***��

“Security Police and SD 
Sonderkommando Zeppelin 

Auschwitz, 29 January 1943 
(Stamp) Secret! 

Reception Camp (Vorlager) Auschwitz 
)�%�%������ �
�&����

(Handwritten) Journal No. 174/43 II 
To the Auschwitz concentration camp, Political Department 
For the attention of SS Second Lieutenant Grabner 
Auschwitz 
The agents whose names appeared in the enclosure are being brought here 
with request that they receive special treatment. It is requested that a report be 
sent that the action has been carried out. 
By ORDER: 

Signed: DRAF 
SS Staff Sergeant“ 

�?89**4��
“Auschwitz, 6 February 1943 

Concentration Camp Auschwitz 
Department II 
File Reference: KL 14 k 4/2. 43/Ki  
In original with 1 enclosure returned to the— 

Security Police and SD 
Sonderkommando Zeppelin 
Reception Camp Auschwitz, in Auschwitz Upper Silesia  

with the notification that the persons referred to previously ‘have been put 
into separate quarters. 

(Stamp) 
Chief of the Security Police and the SD 
VI C/3 
Preliminary Camp Auschwitz 
By ORDER: (Signed) PFLAUM 

(Stamp) Secret 
Journal No. 174/43-g.VI.  
In original, returned to the Chief of the Sipo and SD, Breslau—SS Sonderkdo 
Zeppelin—for the attention of SS Captain Weissgerber.  
In Breslau, with the above report of compliance. 

(Signed) (illegible) 
SS Lieutenant Colonel” 
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�!�� E������ �/� �!��RSHA� �/�B�&�=���� ,#� ,53*F� %�� ����=���%����� %�� ����
��&'=���������'�&��.��$�����=�#�����$�����>%�'����'�.��$���>�������!��
 ����&'�������2������?���������/� �!���%�!��=����������%�������E ��>��F�
�!�� �2%����&���/� �!%�� ������ �%= �����&�'����/� %��� ��%���=���%����� %�� ��8
&%������!%��B�&'=�����?89**,�6ibidem#� ��9537��

�!�����=�E
 �&%�����%���'�&!$%�AF�%������!��>����������'�'�'��#�$!%&!�
���=��.��$�������  ����������!������!��'�'������=�$���E?���%���� !��%8
&%����'�&!$%�AF����E

�?���%������=%�%�����%����'�&!$%�A�F�

�A�&!�&��/%�=��%����/��������6,5:5#� ��4:97��
“This unit, that is formed for reconnaissance and diversionary purposes in the 
front area, is under the command of the 
B and was headed by )�����'�=/K!8
��� Huhn. Ukrainian nationals among others belonged to it, whom Pery Broad 
mentions in his report Q[R.” 

1����#�!�$�>��#����������=���%�����E
 �&%�����%���'�&!$%�A#F��'�����!���
EKommando�]��  ��%�D�$!%&!�$���/��=���&���������'�&!$%�A�������Un-
tersturmführer�/�����$�8���>%&�� '� ����F�499�

B'�%���!%�� %���������%������ �!��(���./'����'�&!$%�A���%��#�1����� ����%8
/%�������!%��=����������'���*#�,5-,����/����$��6(�%�A�1�'���
���%�'��T
�����%8
&!����'��'=[�*++9#�  ��435:/�7��

“I can remember a special unit that came to Auschwitz sometime during 1943. 
These were Russians—possibly Caucasians—who probably were trained for a 
special mission. This special unit was known by the name ‘Zeppelin.’ I myself 
have only seen these people, these were always only platoons of 30-50 men, 
marching on the street and heard them singing Russian songs. It was then spo-
ken about that this was a special unit that was intended for special operations 
behind the Russian lines. More than that, I do not know about it. I have heard 
nothing of any other special unit.” 

��� Obersturmführer� �'!�� %�� &�= ������� '�.��$��� �%�� ��=�� $��� ����
=���%������'�%��� �!��(���./'����'�&!$%�A���%������������ %���  ���� %�� �!��
&!%�/�$��.��/��!���'�&!$%�A��'��'=�6Bi'������.%T"% ���,5557��

B'�%��� �!���%�!��=����������%��#��������
&!���������#� /��=���!�����/�
)//%&�� N
� �/� �!��RSHA#� '����� $!�=� E
 �&%��� ��%�� ��  ��%�F� � ������#�
$���J'���%����� ���'�� �!%�� � �&%��� '�%����� ����&'�������?�������� 6NMT#�
N����W


#� ��95+7��

“F. What treatment was accorded to these particular prisoners selected for 
Operation Zeppelin? That is, did they get good food, good clothing, hospital 
treatment, and so forth, freedom of locomotion, and things of that sort? 
A. I stated yesterday, in direct examination, what the objective was. The objec-
tive was that Soviet Russians were to be won over in our favor to work for us in 
Russia, and of course they were treated excellently.” 

������������������������������������������������������
499�1�A$%\�.��,55;#� ��,,-��('��!���!��=���%��������.��%�%������%�������'�����!���� ��.��%��

���������/�E	'��%���#������&.��������'&��%����F�
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��  ��&�%&�#� �!���/���#�  ���%&'������ /�>������� �����=���� $��� �//������ �!��
E
 �&%�����%����  ��%�F���&�'����/��!�%���'�%����

��$� ���� '�� �'��� ��� �A�&!D�� �!��%����!��� /%���� &�=��� ��� =%��� %�� �!���
1�����'�����!���%=��$����!��������/��!��E

�����"��%&����'���WN#F�$!%&!�
!���H'�%��%&�%���������>����'�&!$%�A��
��&������/�.%��%�����/� �%������#��!%��
&�'���� ��������%�>���%���%���$!%&!�$����!��>��������%/��!��.%��%����'�����
�'���������������
���!���Haupsturmführer���%���������&%�����!���'�!��%����/�
����������/��!��RSHA#��'&!���.%��%���$�'���!�>�������E������F�
���!���&���#�
!�$�>��#�%��$�'�������!�>���������&����������&��&�����!%��.%��%������=�����
�/� &�=�'/�����$����� �'&!� ��� E� �&%��� �����=���F� ���� E�� �������� �&&�=8
=������#F� H'������ %��$���������&�������/���.%��%�����/� �%��������'�%�����8
&� ������= ����


�&���#��'�&!$%�A�%��=�����!���*++�.=���'�!������/�1�����'��
/��!���$��
 �%������� $���� ��� ��� .%����� �������#� %�� %�� ���� �  ������ $!�� �!��� $����D��
.%������%�!��%���!��!�� %����$!�����!���$�����������#�/���%�����&��$%�!��!����8
��������&'���=����%�H�&�%����/� !�����%�����!��!������1'���>���%/��!���!���
�����������/�����������&��&������%���&�= �/����!%�#�$!��&�'����!�������!�>��
����������/�����������= �?��_8	����#������-+�.=��$��I�

E
 �&%��� ��%�� ��  ��%�F� $��� �'����%������ ��� �!�� �'�&!$%�A� ��= ��
(��=�,53*����%���  �����/��J'������%���%���%�'�%����%�����/��!��E!���J'�������
������#F�E����%����������#F�E����%����� �&%���������F�����E&%�&'����F��/��!%��
&�= �6(��%#�et al.�*+++#�  ��93,89957����>���!�����#��!���$�����������������
��������/����!�=����?��_8	������

�!�� ���%&��� /��=�Der�Spiegel� &���%��� '�=%���.�����  �� �����%��%&� /��8
�'������!��E�'���D�F��'���6$!��$��� �!%�#�����$!�� H'��������'����/��� �$��
 �%������I7�$�'���!�>�������������$%�!��!���'��%����>����/��!�� �%����������
�!��������&������!��&�= �����$�'�������!�>���&&�= ��%����!�� �%�������%�8
��� �!�� &�= ���!���/���#� !��$�'�������!�>������� ����� ���.��$�$!���� �!��
 �%������� $���� ���'�!��� �!�� Spiegel� ���%&��� �&�'����� =���%���� �� E$��!8
���=F� ��� �!��  ��&�� �/� �2�&'�%��#� ���� �!��$�� ���$��� �'  ����� ��� !�>��
�������E� �&%����'�#F�����!�'�!����'����$�'���!�>�������'�����������&��8
�%A���!��$�� ����������&�%���%��������!%�����%�����!��/�&���!��#��&&���%������
�!��Chronicle������!���'�&!$%�A��'��'=#����%�'����%��� ��%���������!���%=��
�����'  ��������!�>�������.%��������=������/� !�����%�H�&�%�����


/#���&�'����/���=���%�%���'���'&���%&��'��#� �%�������&�'����������.%�����
%��1�����'#��'��%�������!���������������//�=�����!���*++�.%��=�������$��#�
����%/� �!�%��.%��%������J'%�����!��'����/�&�=�'/����� ���=�#� �!�����%���&�'���
���� '��������� �%= ����%��  ���� /��=� �!����&'=�����%���� 
�� �'&!��� &���#�
�!���$�'���%�������%.����!�>�������.%������%�!��%��1�����'��


%�&���!��&��%=���'�'���=��!����/�.%��%������%�'����%��� �%�������%����%��
��� !�>�� ����� �!�� ��=%�%�����%��� �/� ��  !����� %�H�&�%��� %��1��&.�*+� �/� �!��



��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ ,;5 

�

��%����= #��!�� �%�������$�'���!�>���������������%���!������'��	��%�8
����� ��$�>��#� ���� �!�� ��%�!����� !%��� �  ����� %�� �!%�� ��&'=���#� ���� �!'��
�A�&!�������'������� �%�������� �!%�� �%�����!%��&��%=��/� �!��.%��%����/� �!����
�$�� �%�������%���!���/����'����������

�!�� ��������%>�� �&����%�� %�� ��� /����$��� 
%�&�� E/'��!��� %�8 ��%���� �����8
=���F�%���!��!�� %�����/�1�����'�$���E����������/���%���#F���E� �&%��������8
=���F� %�� �!�� "�%������D� 
�/%�=���� �/� �'�&!$%�A� $��� �  �%��� /���� �!��
&!�%&�� �/� �'�&!$%�A� %�� H'��%/%��� ��&�'��� E
 �&%��� ��%�� ��  ��%�F� $���
����������!���&�= ���!��%�J'%���$%�!��!��"��%�%&���B� ���=����%���2 ��%����
����!��/�&���!����!%���� ���=����$������ ���%����/����!����&�'%�=�����/�
�8
>%���>��'�������/����� %�������&�%>%�%�����!%����!��
�>%����%������!��$%������
�%�!��=�?�K�$��������%/%�������!��� �%���%���'��=�����49-�

“The Russians who volunteered for this work received a special treatment and 
supplemented rations.” 

�!�����=�E�� ���������&&�==������F��  �%�������!�����$�� �%�������=�����
�%= ��� �!��� �!���$���� ������ %�������� %�� �!��=������ �!���$���'�'��� /����1�
 ��%����� %�� �!�� J'�����%��� &�= �� �!��  ������$!�� ��>%���� �!��� �!���� �$��
 �%�������$����E�� ���������&&�==������F�$���Sturmbannführer�?'����=�
"/��'=#� $!�� $��� �!�� !���� �/� �!�� B%�%�/�����%��� B� ���=���#� �/� ����
�!%����49;�('��!��=���#��!�����%�����%����'=�����/��!%���������$���E0��,3�.�
3T*��34T0%�F�1'��/�������!�&������/�$!���>���.%��#�%�&�'�%����2�&'�%���#��!��
&���� E,3� /F� $��� '���#� ���� E,3� .�F� �A�&!� !�����/� �� ����� '����� �!�� �����
���&!�,3#�,534�6,5:5#� ��33+7��

“The numbers 108413 to 108454 are assigned to 42 prisoners sick with pul-
monary tuberculosis, who per order of Office Group D of the �N�� from 
March 1 were transferred from CC Ravensbrück to CC Auschwitz.” 


��
� ��=����,533#��!����$�������%����>�������/�,:-� ��%�����%���!��%�/%�8
=�����/��!���'�&!$%�A�J'�����%���&�= �������$%�!�&��/%�=��#�&�%�%&����'8
���&'���%�#�  �'�� �'� �&���� &����� 63:�  ��%����7#�  ��'�%�%&� ���� �����'����49:�
�A�&!D�����'= �%���%���!'�����������&�= ����������'��������

;�4��ES.B�F�%���!����%��1��.��/��!��?� �����= �
�A�&!�$�%����'��������������*9#�,534�6ibidem#�  ��9+4/�7��

“The camp doctor orders a lockdown of the Gypsy Camp in Birkenau, in the 
course of which 507 male Gypsies with the numbers Z-7666 to Z-8178 and 528 
female Gypsies with the numbers Z-8331 to Z-8864 are led into the gas cham-
bers. Among these are some sick with typhus and several hundred suspected of 
being so infected. Q���R The prisoners in the records office of the infirmary are 

������������������������������������������������������
49-�IMT#�N����W�

#� ��94��	�&�'%�=����$�������������%��1'&!��$�����
49;�(�%�A�1�'���
���%�'��T
�����%&!����'��'=[�*++9#� ��3993,��
49:��?0#�)1#�4:4#� ��,+��
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ordered to record a natural death in the death certificates of the gassed Gyp-
sies, a dozen or so of these each day.” 


������������%��#��A�&!��2 ��%���6ibidem#� ��9+37��
“In the main book of the male Gypsies, a cross symbol and the date between 
May 25 and June 2, 1943 is entered beside the men from this transport who 
were gassed. In the main book of the female Gypsies, one finds either ‘
1’ for 
special treatment, or a cross symbol with the date between May 26 and June 
11, 1943 is entered beside the names in question from the same transport.” 

(%�����/����#�������!����!��������������&�%�������������������������!�� ���$���
����%=���� �/� $%��������� �!��� $���� �������� '�.��$�� ��� �!�� ���%����&��
=�>�=�����/��'�&!$%�A���!��/%������ �����/��!�����%������/��=��'�&!$%�A#�
�/�����!��������������%���%��$!%&!�?� �%�������=���%����#�������/��=��'���
,+#�,534�����������������E?� �����= ����'��,4#+++�F495��>����!���� ����
�/�
���%�i�$�0i��A%\�.%����'�������������&.�8�����%&!����/��'���,3#�,534�
&��/%���� %����/� ���=���%��%��� �!�� �����&���/�,4#+++�?� �%��� 6^$%���&.%�
,55:#������5���� ��4457���������%�!����%����=��/��'���,+#�,534�����������
���
��/���0����\�.%� ��>%�����!��/����$%���
�/��=��%���4-+�

“In April a new concentration camp for gypsies was formed in Rajsk near 
Auschwitz. There are 12 thousand people there from Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and Germany; there are also artists and German soldiers. They work there and 
their clothing is marked red. All children have been removed.” 


���!�����%����&���� ����E�  ���%2�����93�/����!��"��%����'���,8,9#�,534#F�
����� �!%�� ��&��%&� ������&�� %�� ��>����� ��� �!�� ?� �%��� 6���&A�$8
�.�T��g�%�$�.%�,5-:#�  ��,+9/�7��

“Gypsies were sent here from everywhere, even decorated soldiers. There are 
12,000.” 

�!�����%����&��=�>�=�����/��'�&!$%�A�=���%���������%����/�?� �%��������
>���� ����������$%�!� ��/����&�� ����'�'��� ,534�� 
�� �� �� ���� �/��'�'��� ,*#�
,534#� %�� ����� �!��� E�!���$���� ������� en masse� ���$��� �>��� �� &�' ��� �/�
����#F4-,� ���� �!��E�  ���%2�����9:� /��� �!��"��%����'�'���,�O�4,#�,534F�
��������6���&A�$�.�T��g�%�$�.%�,5-:#� ��,*,7��

“Typhus epidemic in the Gypsy sector. Jews and Gypsies were murdered 
wholesale in the gas chambers.” 

��$�>��#��!��Chronicle��������!���2�!%����%���� !���� �����������%����/�
?� �%���%���'�'���,534��

����'����$� �'��� ��� �!����&'=������9*:�����!�� �� ��&������ %�� �!����%��
1��.��/��!��/�=����?� �%���/����!�� ��%�������*9�����'���,,#�,534�6
�����
�'��'=[�,554#�N����,#�  ��9-489;37��
������������������������������������������������������
495�	�%�.��%���� ��&����'�!��/�1%�.���'�6"��%�!�1�A�A%�.�7��
�=���� ������/��!�����%����&��

��%���!�����= �1%�.���'�$�����&�����%��	�%�.��%��������/�%��1%�.���'��
4-+�
""#�4#�,-��)��	�%�.��������������&A�$�.�T��g�%�$�.%�,5-:#� ��,,9��
4-,��"�)#�B8	)#�,5*#�N����WWW#� ��93��
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B���� B���!�� ������ B���� B���!�� ������
����*-#�,534 9+� B%���S.B� �'���:#�,534� 9+� t�
����*;#�,534 9+� B%���S.B� �'���5#�,534� -+� t�
�'���4#�,534� 9+� t� �'���,+#�,534 9+� t�
�'���3#�,534� ,45� t� �'���,,#�,534 *5� t�
�'���;#�,534� 9+� t� ������ 9*:� �

(%�����//#�$�� ���� �!��� �!�������%���ES.B�F��  ����� /�������� /���,++��/�9*:�
����!�#�����/���������/��!��435�����!���/�=����?� �%��#����%�������������/���
,++�&������/�:;;�6ibidem#�N����*#�  ��,,:,8,*,47�4-*�
/����� �!���� �%�������
/����>%&�%=�����!��������������&�%����������'%�������%��#�!�$�%��%���!����!���
�!������>���������>%��%���%���������2�����,++��/��!�%����=��I�

����!�������%�'����/��!�������%�����%����%���!���%���%�'�%����/��!������!���
)�����������/��%2�������!������!��/�9+�?� �%���%�����%������������!��#��������
�%���������-+���������'���3�/'����,45��)���!����!���!���#�/����� ��%����/����
������!����%�!�������6/��=�����*:�����'���*7#����������/����!��9�!�����-�!�
�/��'��#��������!��������������� �������
/��!��?� �%���&��&������$�����������
='������� ���� �!��

�'�������.� ��� &��&���� �!�� .%��%���� ��� ���'���� ����!�#�
$!��$�����!������%����'�������%���%�'�����>����!��%��%>%�'�����������$����
����*-������'���,,I�

�����>��#� %/� �!�� ��'�%����/� E� �&%��� �����=����$%�!� /%��������%��F�$���
 ��=%����� ��� �!��WVHA� ����$��� ������ /��=� �!�� ����� �%��� �/� �!�� &�= �
��=%�%�����%��#� $!��� ������� $�'��� �!���� �!��� ��� /��� E&��&���%��F� �!����
.%��%��� �����=�I��!�����%&��/��!��E&�>��8' F�=�.��������������%/��!��.%��8
%���=���'����$����&���%������%������������/��=��!������� �%����/��!��

��

�����/%����#���/'��!��� �%������������$!������!����&������&�����'����.���
���%��� �/� &����&'�%>�� ���%�����%��� �'=����I� 1�/���� $�� &��� ���$��� �!%��
J'���%��#�$��='��� ��.�� %���� &���%�����%���$!���$�����%�������'�%��� �!%��
�%=�� ��%���%���!��?� �����= �������.�^$%���&.%�$�%����%��������%&���%��
$!%&!�!�������A����!���� ������/��!����&�������%����&��=�>�=�������'���!��
?� �����= �6,55:#� ��44*7��

“In Q���R secret messages from the year 1943 many mentions of the typhus epi-
demic in the ‘Gypsy Camp’ and of the high death rate appear: ‘Typhus rages 
in the Gypsy Camp. Mortality up to 30 per day. Gypsies flee frequently’ Q����
,534R. 
‘There is a great typhus epidemic among the Gypsies—high mortality, but the 
camp is blocked off, therefore I can make no contact’ Q�'���,-#�,534R. 
‘The high death rate of the Gypsy Camp, which numbers 13,000, is character-
istic—mostly intestinal and spotted typhus’ Q�'���,3#�,534R. 
‘Typhus rages in the Gypsy Camp’ Q�'��*+��,534R.” 

������������������������������������������������������
4-*��!�����%����/����%�����%����'=�����=���%���������A�&!�&����%���,9:�%����%�������%����8

�%���#�$!%&!��A�&!��%.�$%������������������!���
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(��=� =%�8���� ,534#� �!�� %��������%���� �/� �!�� ���%��� ?� ��� ��= � $����
/����� �/�  ����� %�� �!�� �%�%�/�����%��� /�&%�%��� �/���= �1
�#� �'�� ��� %��� �!%��
!��%��%&�=���'��#� �%&������$%�!� �!�=���$�&������/� �� !'���&&'�������&��
=����4-4�
���������'��#�

� �� ���$!�����>���%���!��?� �����= ������/����
%���$%�!��!%���%&.�����4-3�

������/� �!�������?� �%������������ ����� ����� ���� �!��� &�=�� /��=�1%8
������.��������,*#�,534��3-:�?� �%���$���� ���%�������$%�!� �!���'=�����
�8;---� ����8:,44� ���� ����!��� 9+4�?� �%���$%�!� �!�� �'=������8:44,� ���
�8::44�6�A�&!�,5:5#� ��35*7������'�A�
A�=�\�.%#�B��'���
A�=�\�.������
����'�A�^�%�&.��$�����6
A�=�\�.%�et al.�,5:;#�N����,#� ��*+*7��

“The first typhus infections were confirmed among Gypsies who had come 
from the voivodeship Bialystok and from Austria. The infected and those sus-
pected of infection, some 900 persons, were quartered in the infirmary.” 

(��=��!%�#�����!������%�/����!����!��=��������!��$�=���$!��$����%��&�����
&����&��$%�!���������!���%�/�&������������!����

�!���� !'��� %��=%&�$��� �!��&!%�/�&�'����/� �!��>����!%�!�=�����%���%��
�!��?� �����= ��'�%��� �!%�� ��%���� 
�� �!����&%�&'=����&�������='�����.�
������/#�$!���������$�'���%��!�>��=����/���E�!��� �'�%&F� '� ��������.%���
en masse��!���%&.������!�����'� �&�����/���%����%&.I��!��$�'�������!�>��
.%����� �� ���$!��$������%������$���%���������'=����I�

��� �!��&�������#� ��� ������������&'=������� �!��E�� !'�����8������ ����F�
�%��.��$�#�$!%&!�%�'��������!������/%���/��!��?� ��� �%������������������%��
��>%�'��&������%&�%�������!����������E�!��� �'�%&F�=����.%��%���4-9�

(��=� �!�� ���� �/� (���'���� ��� B�&�=���� ,534#� ;#495� �/� �!��  �%�������
���%�������%���!����%��1��.��%��������!%�#�����='����������������!��/��/��!��
,#4*5� ����!�� /��� $!%&!� �!�� ����� %�� %����%���#4--� $!%&!� =����� �!��� %�� ���#�
����!�='���!�>��&�=��������������:#+++��/��!���� �%���������&&���%����#��!��
�>����������!������ �������&�=��������'��*;�������>��#�%/�%��/�&��9+;��/��!��
?� �%����%��#��!���>������=�����%���69*:�q9+;�V7����'��,#+49�����!��=�����
�!���/�������'��;3� ���������!%��=�����%���!����������2 �&����$!���&���%�8
��%����!���� !'���!������%���%���!��&�= ��
���!�����D����= ��/�1%�.���'#�
$!����!���� !'��� %��=%&����&!���%��� ��.�/��=��'�'���,+����,5#�,53*#����
/�$��� �!���*#:*3� �%��������%��� %���� ���8���� ��%��#� �!���/����*:*�6P7� ���
���Z�����!%��$%�!�����>������&���'���/����'��*4#+++�4-;�
%�&���!��&���'��
�/��!��?� �����= #����$��!�>������#�����>�������������'���,4#+++#�����%8
������������������������������������������������������
4-4��������/��=�Untersturmführer�
&!$��A!'�������&�= �!���J'��������/��'���**#�,534��

	?N�#�9+*8,844-#� ��,+,��
4-3�
�������/�!�����,9T34�>�=�;���'�%�,534���?0#����#�53#� ��*,-��
4-9�
������'��'=[�,554#�N����*#�  ��,-,-/���!����&'=����%�����������&!�,3#�,533�����

!���������$%�!��!��,++�?� �%���%��1��&.�*4��
4-- Ibidem#� ��,3;-��(���,533��!���'=�����/�����!��&�=�����4#,99#�����!������������!��/��/��!��

,#4*5�����!��/���$!%&!���������%���%>���='���!�>���&&'�����%��,534��
4-;��?0#����#�5*#� ��5;��
�S�.��'&!��
���%��%&���&�= %���%����������
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�� �!����� �!���� %�� ��� &�= ���%��� ���'=���� ���%���� �!�� ���'= �%��� �!���
�!���������������!�>�������E��������/����������&�%��F��&�'������%��������'����
����!#��>���%/�%��%��=����'��%.�����!��������/���������2�&����9+�����%�����!��
���%�����%����/� �!������!��$�����'���������� ������'��/����'���'&���%&����8
����� %�� ������ ��� � ����� �'�� �!�� $��.� %�>��>��� %��  ���'&%��� �!�� �������
����!�&���%/%&����#���������/���������������/�E&�>��%���' �F�

���/���$!����!�������>%��%���ES.B.F�%= �%��#�
�!�>�� �%������'���!��%�8
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��!�'����%.���������
�!����!���������EB%���S.B.F�%����������=�����%�'���
/�ES.B�F����%����/�$�����
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 �� ��� $!�� $������ ��� ������%�!� �!�� &����&�%��� ���$���� E
�1�F� ���� �!��
����!��/��!���'�H�&�#��!���%�#����&��H'���' ��>%���&��/����!%�����������J'%>�8
���&����!����%��1��.��/��!��?� �����= �$���/%�����'��' �%��1%�.���'����
���'����,4#� ,535� 6
������'��'=[�,554#�N���� ,#�  ��WWW
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 ����93*��/��!��$�=��D�����%����Z�!������� '��%�!������%�����%��$!%&!��!��
�����>%��%���ES.B�F��&�'������  ����Z����������%�!���$����!����!�������>%8
��%���%��$�%�����=����&������#�&�����������$%�!����.���%�.��!����!�������%���
EB%��#F�$!%&!� %�� /����$������ �!��������/�����!� 6�A�&!�,5-3#� ��,,5��
���
B�&'=����� 94894�7���!%��=���8�!��8�%�!���� %�>%���� �!�� �'� %&%��� �!��� �!��
�����>%��%���ES.B�F�$���������&�%>��������������!�����%������/����%����%�&�>8
������!���� �����8 '��%�!���>��'=��� 6�$�� /��� �!�� /�=���#����� /��� �!��=����
 �%������7�$����%������&���%�%��#�$!%&!�/���&���������������=��%&�=��% '8
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'&!����'� %&%���%������='&!��/��������&!��
��%��.��$���!����!���= ���8
�����/��!���'�&!$%�A��'��'=�!�>��&�==%������>���=�������A���=��% '8
���%���#�%�� ���%&'�������&��&������!��E��&�����'&�%��F��/��!����������!�=%8
&%���� ���� &!�=���� %�����=����%'=�,��/� �!����%����= #�$!%&!�$���  ��8
������� ��� ��%�%���� ���� �'�!���%&� ��� �!�� ���� �/� ,55*� 6��������� *+,-�#�  ��
*,:8**+7��
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4-:��!���'�&!$%�A����'=����$������%&���������'���,3#�,53;��
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������!��������.8B� ���=����	� ������/��!��
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(��=� �!�� ���%��� ��������=���%����� %�� �!� ���� 3� E
'==���� �/� �'=�����
����B� ���=���� �/� �!��(�=����"�%������� �/����&������%�����= ��'�&!8
$%�A#��  ���
%���%�F��!����/%>���� �����!�>������� �����>����

B�����/�	� ���� "��%����/�	� ��� 
�'�&�c�
� ���4#�,533� � ���,84#�,533� ,-+8,-*�
����,9#�,533� ����58,9#�,533 ,338,3;�
�'���9#�,533� �'���,89#�,533� ,3:8,9,�
�'���,5#�,533� �'���,-8,5#�,533 ,9*8,99�
�'���4+#�,533� �'���*+84+#�,533 ,9-8,95�

c�"�����'=�����%��?�	(#�;+*,8,+:844


�� �!���� �� ����#� �!��&!������ %�� �!��&�= �&���'�� %�� �!��������� ��%��������
������ ��� E?�%��F� ���� E�������F��!�� E?�%��F� ���� ���.�����$�� %���� E��8
=%��%���F�����E��$�����F����$���� ���E�����/������ /��=#F� �!�� ������� %����
E	�������#F� E��&� ��#F� E�����/������ ��#F� EB%��F� ���$���� ��� ES.B�F� 
�� �!��
/����$%��������#�
�&�= %����!��=���� ���%�����������

B���� ��$�����	������� B%�� S.B� B���� ��$���� 	������� B%�� S.B��
� �%��*� T� ,� -3� ,4� �'���,;� *� T� :� *,�
� �%��4� T� T� ,;� T� �'���,:� T� T� ,+� ,5�
����5� ,� T� 4*� ;� �'���,5� T� T� 3� T�
����,+� T� T� ,:� *� �'���*+� T� T� ,9� 4:�
����,,� T� T� ,9� 3� �'���*,� ,� T� ,+� ,9�
����,*� T� 5� *,� *� �'���**� T� T� ,4� **�
����,4� T� T� ,4� -� �'���*4� T� *3� -� ,,�
����,3� T� T� 4,� 4� �'���*3� T� T� ,3� *+�
����,9� T� T� -� T� �'���*9� ,� T� :� ,3�
�'���,� ,� T� T� T� �'���*-� T� T� 9� T�
�'���*� ,� **� 4,� ,5� �'���*;� *� T� **� 9,�
�'���4� ,� -� ,+� 5� �'���*:� T� T� 5� **�
�'���3� 4� T� ,:� 3� �'���*5� ,� T� ,;� ,9�
�'���9� T� T� :� T� �'���4+� T� *,� ;� ,;�
�'���,-� T� T� -� *,� ������ ,3� :4� 34: 499�

�!��/%�����!%���������%&��%���!���%���!�����>�8��/����&����� ������/��!��&�= �
&���'�#� ,3� ��$����� �%���� ���� �!�$������&���%��� �� �%��� ����� ��� �'��� *9#�
,533#��A�&!�$�%����6,5:5#� ��:+-7��

“A Jewish girl born in CC Auschwitz, Birkenau, receives Number A-7261.” 
�����������%����'���,:#�,533#��!���������!�����%�����%����/�����!�����$%�!�
�%��������%���!��&�= �6'����������8;*-+@�ibidem#� ��:+47#�$!%&!�&�������%��
���'�������/��$��$!��$�������������!��,;�!��&&���%�������!���� �����/��'���
,5�� �!�� �%���� ����� %�� �!�� $�=��D�� &�= � $���� �!���/���� ��'�%����� ���%�8
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“If a loss is due neither to a natural death nor a release nor a transfer, what 
then might it be due to?” 
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“1236 female prisoners perish in CC Auschwitz II, of whom 1229 are killed in 
the gas chambers after a selection.” 
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“Release A1 
Transfer B2 
Died C3 
Execution D4 
Suicide E5 
(
1) Special Treatment F6 
Escape G7” 
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“A part of these deportees was registered as prisoners of CC Auschwitz, an-
other part was transferred on without registration to other concentration 
camps, those incapable of working were killed in the gas chambers.” 
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“In the women’s camp of CC Auschwitz II 993 female prisoners meet their end, 
of these 989 are killed in the gas chambers after being picked out by an SS 
camp doctor in a selection.” 
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“In the period (June 26 through July 26, 1944) >� Q[�� ��%����%�%���R 
On average 2,500 Hungarian Jews ready for transport in camp Q[�� �� %��
��%�%���R�in 3 blocks, stay in camp for 3 – 10 days. 
They underwent in the meantime on entry and departure a thorough medical 
examination and were deloused. Daily monitoring of lice and body tempera-
ture enabled delousing of lice carriers in the camp’s own disinfestation facility, 
clothes and linens were disinfested in the steam kettle and impregnated with 
anti-louse agents. 
Seriously ill inmates found during monitoring were sent back to BII/f or 
transferred to another camp. 
On July 1 of the same month arrival of 450 young Jewish Hungarians from B 
II/d Q���R 
Since too many prisoners (up to 1,000) were housed in the barracks, many had 
to sleep on the bare concrete floor or on damp earthen floors, from which a 
wave of colds and dysentery. The youths in the special quarantine in Barracks 
12 have for 10 weeks, the Hungarians in Barracks 8 for 8 weeks not changed 
their laundry. Since neither group is part of the camp census, no washing soap 
could be issued for them. A shipment of soap is urgently requested.” 
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“Originally special treatment meant the actual transport, the deportation to 
the concentration camp, or whatever the order had to do with; special treat-
ment also means the utilization of the prisoners in question by the authority 
that assumed control of the prisoners in question—in this case the Economic 
and Administrative Main Office. That is specified by the documentation. Spe-
cial treatment also meant the transfer from a concentration camp to a war-
industry facility. And special treatment also had to do with killings, yes.” 
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“Transmitted herewith are 100 CC forms 4/Dec. 42. 
Effective immediately, only these forms are to be used in submission of protec-
tive-custody-camp reports of the concentration camps, and thereby to ensure 
that both the front and the back sides are completed with utmost care. 
Prisoner classifications other than those appearing in Columns 1-15 may not 
be used, only the type of arrest may be stated in these columns (for example, 
police prisoners, when they are conveyed by the 
�� �, in Columns 1 or 7, if 
conveyance is from the 0�% �, in Columns 9, 10 or 11). 
The totals absolutely must agree with those of the reports of the same day to 
the heads of Offices DII and DIII. 
An attachment must be submitted with the protective-custody-camp report list-
ing the following: 
List of names of prominent persons, 
Number of executions carried out, 
Number of prisoners with easing of detention conditions, 
Breakdown of the transports included under 2 b) and 3 c)  
(e.g.: on Apr. 2, 43 350 prisoners accepted from CC Neuengamme. 
 on Oct. 4, 43 1,000 prisoners transferred to CC Buchenwald). 
Report on all satellite labor camps (as previously). 
CC Auschwitz I-III only: Number of 
1 (as previously). 
CC Stutthof only: 
Number of Norwegian special prisoners, separate report not required. 
From Feb. 1, 44 protective-custody-camp reports are only due on the 15th and 
last days of each month. Weekly reports are discontinued. As specified in the 
order of Jan. 13, 44 D I/1 Az.: 14 c 2/Ot/We.- Secr. Journal Serial No. 52/44–, 
the protective-custody-camp reports are to be sent by courier on the 1 and 16 
of each month.” 6�= !��%�������7�
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“0�81� is the abbreviation for infirmary. It is eight barracks, in every respect 
similar to the others in the camp, but set apart by a rectangle. They hold at all 
times one tenth of the camp population, but only a few stay there longer than 
two weeks, and no one more than two months: within these limits, we must ei-
ther die or recover. Those seen to be recovering are healed in the 0�81�; those 
failing to recover are sent to the gas chambers.” 

(����='��� !�>�� �=%���� ' ��� "�%=����>%#� �!�'�!#� ��&�'��� !�� � ���� /��=�
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(��=��!��!%����%&��8��&'=������������ �%��#�!�$�>��#��!%��������&�������
��������%= ����1��������������#��'�!����/���=������ !�����!������$%�A�
��= #�$�%�����/��!%��6*+++#� ��,:37��

“The question of how many prisoners, during the individual selections and in 
total, were sent to Birkenau to be gassed, encounters similar problems as the 
previous question as to their frequency. There aren’t even any exact numbers 
for the last ‘large’ selection which can be reconstructed most easily and which 
took place before the demolition of the gas chambers in Birkenau. The num-
bers given vary between 200 and 800 prisoners picked out as incapable of 
working.” 

���!����$!%��������#�!�������6ibidem#�  ��,:9/�7��
“After the war, transfer lists of the infirmary were found in the area of the 
Monowitz Camp which prisoners had managed to hide or which were not de-
stroyed during the evacuation. The lists contain 7,295 names of prisoners 
whom the SS transferred from the Prisoners’ Infirmary to Auschwitz or Birke-
nau between November 1942 and September 1944. Q���R The transfer destina-
tion listed for the first months in this document – Auschwitz – can be explained 
by the fact that at this point in time all serious cases of illness were transferred 
form the Monowitz Prisoners’ Infirmary, which was not yet properly opera-
tional, to Auschwitz. It is to be assumed that a very high percentage of these 
prisoners were transferred from Auschwtiz on to Birkenau, where they were 
murdered.” 

�!%�� %���� �� %&����2�= ����/�!�$����!���2�����&�'���!%����%��������� �!��
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“On January 14, 1943 the delivery of ten bodies of prisoners was reported, 
who the day before had been delivered to CC Auschwitz. They were probably 
killed by injections of phenol.” 
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“The numbers of 9 of the 10 prisoners transferred from the Buna Camp to CC 
Auschwitz—on grounds of ‘general weakness’—are registered under the date 
of the following day in the Morgue Registry with the annotation that the bodies 
were delivered from Block 28. In that place, phenol injections were adminis-
tered, among other treatments. By all appearances this is an unambiguous, if 
not quite direct, proof that the nine prisoners were killed by phenol injections 
into the heart upon their arrival.” 
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“To the Prisoners’ Infirmary Auschwitz 
The following were transferred from Prisoners’ Infirmary Buna to Prisoners’ 
Infirmary Auschwitz: 
on 3/29 Prisoner 105761 
" 3/30 "  105923 
" 3/31  "  105644 
"  4/1  "  106031 
These prisoners are absolutely to be kept capable of working per special order 
from Oranienburg. In case of death a detailed report to Oranienburg is re-
quired.” 

�!���� �%�������&�=��/��=�������� ����/��=�1���%��������&!�3#�,534���!���
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“Until today, the prisoners have cleaned and disinfested the quarantine quar-
ters in Branch Camp Buna. The prisoners are deloused and their clothing fu-
migated.” 

�!%��&��&��������>���%�=����#�/%>���/��!�=���$%�!��
�!�� �����/��� �%�����/�"�%������D� 
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“The following prisoners come from a new transport that came directly from 
Berlin, Leipzig and Magdeburg to Branch Camp Buna. The prisoners are from 
areas free of epidemics, have not passed through any other prison or camp, 
and have been completely deloused. 

104517 Steinmetz, Egdar Jsr. 
104397 Daniel, Bernhard Jsr. 
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104506 Seliger, Jürgen Jsr. 
104414 Gerwin, Jster Jsr. 
104380 Mannblock, Wolfgang Jsr. 

are adolescents, craftsmen or apprentices and are too weak for hard labor in 
Branch Camp Buna, for which reason they are transferred for further usage.” 

)�����&!�:#�,534#��%�!�� �%�������$���� �����/������ ����'�&!$%�A#��=����
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“106765 Rosenbaum, Erich Jsr., 12-year-old boy, not deployable for hard la-
bor.” 
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“Per decision of the Reich Security Main Office, CC Auschwitz was to become 
the destination of deportations and in consequence the point of extermination 
of the ‘racially most inferior Poles’ deported from the Zomosc region—where 
Himmler sought to carry out his ‘General Plan East’ and settle German immi-
grants in farms confiscated from Polish farmers. It was planned that from mid-
November 1942 three trains each with 1,000 Poles in Racial-Value Group IV 
between the ages of 14 and 60 should be deported from Zamosc into Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp. It should be noted in this context that in charge of the re-
settlement of Poles from the Zamosc region was the department Eichmann, 
whose primary area of responsibility was the extermination of the Jews. The 
difference in treatment of the transports of Poles and the transports of Jews 
was that the Poles were not selected immediately upon arrival at Auschwitz 
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and sent to the gas chambers, but were first registered as prisoners of CC 
Auschwitz and then killed by phenol injections to the heart.” 
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“Those in Group III, all children under 14 in Groups III and IV and all per-
sons over 60 years of age will be taken to so-called retirement villages by spe-
cial transportation.” 

������"�%����7�����������%���!%����&'=�����
“Families and persons of 	'
 GroupQ453R IV will be transferred to ‘Birkenau’ 
as manpower.” 
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“�� = Can be reassimilated as Germans 
�� = Labor deployment Reich 
	B = Retirement villages 
0% = Children’s operation 
�? = Labor deployment General-Government 
0� = Camp Birkenau.” 

�!���������/����&�����1%�.���'�$���� �&%/%�������
“The transports for labor deployment to Berlin and to Birkenau are to be made 
up of 1,000 persons each and must be guarded by an escort of 1 to 15.” 
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“As to fitness for labor, SS ��' ���'�=/K!��� Haumeier explained that only 
Poles fit for labor should be supplied so as to spare the camp as well as trans-
portation resources all unnecessary burdens possible. Disabled persons, half-
wits, cripples and sick persons must be liquidated as quickly as possible to re-
lieve the camp of them. This measure is frustrated, however, in that contrary to 
the measures applied to the Jews, according to the 	
��, Poles must die of 
natural causes. For this reason, the camp administration wishes to refrain 
from sending persons who are unable to work.” 
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“39 prisoners between the ages of 13 to 17 years are brought to the Main 
Camp from Camp Birkenau and there assigned to a ward reserved for them in 
the Prisoners’ Infirmary, Block 20. The boys are transferred to the Main Camp 
under the pretext that they will take a course in medical assistance. In the 
evening of that day they are killed with phenol injections.” 

�!�� ��&���� %�� �'  ����� ��� !�>�� !�  ����� ������&!� ,#� ,534� 6ibidem#�  ��
3*-7��

“Liaison officer Palitzsch brings 80 prisoners between 13 and 17 years of age 
from Camp Birkenau to the Main Camp. The boys are assigned to a ward re-
served for them in the Prisoners’ Infirmary, Block 20. These are Polish and 
Jewish adolescents who have been brought to the camp with their families in 
transports from various Polish cities. On the evening of that day they are killed 
with phenol injections by the corpsman SS ������&!��/K!��� Scherpe.” 

"���%���������%��� %�� �!������'��	��%�����$�'��������&'=��������>%���&��
/����!���������=������--�����%����/�����!��&������/�'���%��%�����(���'����*4#�
,534#��=�����!����45�&����&'�%>���'=�����/��� �%�������$%�!��!��������8
�%���E1%�.���'F������$�����8&����&'�%>��653;*+�h�5+9+:7#����$�������,,�
$%�!� �!�������%���EQ1��&.R�*+�F3++�(������&!�,#�,534#�,,9�����!��������8
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�A�&!D����'�&���/�����='����������!���/���������/�����&'=����������'��#�
�'�����!��������/�������&���������'���6 ���$�������%=��%������$�������'�>��8
%/%������� ������/��!��&�= ����%����&�7��

��� /��� �!������!���/� �!��"��%�!���'�!�#� %�����������%��� �!��� �!�����'����
=�����%��� %���'�&!$%�A��'�%����!��� ��%���$���>����!%�!��&&���%��� ��� �!��
����!� ���%���%���� �!�� &����&'�%>�� �'=����� -++,� �!��'�!� ,-9++�$���� ��8
�%����� ���$���� (���'���� :� ���� ���&!� 4,#� ,534#� $!%&!� %= �%��� ,+#9++�
����!�#��������>�������/�*+*�����!�� ��������
���!��� ��%��#�4,*�=�������8
���&����� ���$���� ,4� ���� ,;� ������ ���� �%���� �&&���%��� ��� �A�&!#� ,*,� �/�
�!�=�$��������������='������#3+3��'��%/��!����!���,5,��%����/����'����&�'�8
��#� �!���� %�� ��� �������$!�� �!����!���,*,���'�!�� &�'������� �����!�>�� �'/8
/������!����=������%&�/�����

;�5����������/��!��������/�)//%&��B
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�����%= ���������'����/��!���������� ���=������/� �%�������%���'�&!$%�A#�
(���&%�A�.�"% ���$�%����6,559#� ��4,*7��

“One way of keeping the prisoners’ fitness for labor at the highest level was 
the systematic killing of the sick and exhausted. To this purpose, selections 
were carried out among the prisoners since mid-1941, as a result of which the 

������������������������������������������������������
3+, Ibidem#�  ��,*:8,4+��
3+*�(����2�= ��#�,-����,T*5#�,534#�4+����*T:#�,;����*T,;#�*+����*T*-��A�&!�,5:5#�  ��45-#�

3+:#�3,-#�3*3��
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prisoners who were regarded as unfit for further exploitation were killed either 
with phenol injections or in the gas chambers.” 

"% ���&%��������������/��!��!�����/�)//%&��B

��/��!��WVHA��/�� �%��*-#�,533�
����!�����%����%���&�= ����E)��8���&!%�����'�?=��#�
����$%�A#��  ���

%���%�#F�%��$!%&!�%�������6ibidem#� ��3,37��

“Those prisoners assigned to kitchen duties and to the maintenance of the 
quarters of prisoners are likewise charged at these rates. The sick prisoners 
who can no longer be assigned to labor as well as those assigned to the 
maintenance of the clothing of the guards and the prisoners remain without 
charge. The sick prisoners will be brought back to Auschwitz Concentration 
Camp in all cases where their illness is not curable and their restoration to full 
duties is no longer to be expected.” 

�!%������������������&����%��$!���"% ���������%����%���)//%&��B��/��!��WVHA�
�����/��=����������/��!%��.%�����'�%���������!���� �%>����/%�=���!����= ������
 �%��������������%������%=%���� �������$��������!��>�!%&���&�����'&�%���&�=8
 ����B�=���(�!�A�'���'� %��(��.���������1���%��������&!�-#� ,534� 6�!��
/%���� �����/��!���������%��%����%&���$%�!��!������H'���J'����7�3+9�

“Q[R�and the prisoners remain without charge. Those sick prisoners who can-
not be restored to duty will be exchanged as quickly as possible for prisoners 
of CC Sachsenhausen who are capable of work.” 

�&�'����#��!%�� ��&�%&��$���H'��%/%�������!��&%�&'=����&���!����!������� �%����
�!����= ������ �%�������/��=�

�&�= ��!������ ����!��&�= �%��J'���%�����
/��� ��� ���������� �������6-�	��/����.%���������3�	��/���'��.%�����$��.8
���7��)/�&�'���#��!����/%�=���%������$������� ���/����%&.� �%�������%�&� �����
�/�$��.%����(��� �!%�� ������#�  �%�������$!����&�=�� %�&� ������/�$��.%���
/����!��=%�8��8��������=�$�������'���������!�%��&�= ��/���%�%������������!%��
��������� ��>���!����!���� �%�������$����.%������(����!���'�&!$%�A���= #�
�!�� ������ �'=���� �/� �!����  �%������� $!�� ������� /��� �����  ��%���� %�� �!��
"�%������D�
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“Now I’ve shaken hands with the man who, as the head doctor of Auschwitz, is 
responsible for the death of four million people. Tomorrow I will interrogate 
you about it. Think about your responsibility tonight. And look at your hands.” 

�!���>�����%�!�#���'�����%��!��!������!%=���/�%��!%��&�����
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$%�A��

1���� ��� 
� ��=���� 3#� ,5+5� %�� ?������!�'���#� (���.��%�#� !�� ��'�%���
=��%&%�������K�A�'�����%>���%���/��=�,54+����,549��
��&�= �%��&��$%�!�
������%���&���/��!��1�>��%����'��'����%�%������!���������'������!��������8
�������������%�����
�&%��%��������%A��%��#�!��H�%�����!��
��%��,544��"'���//�



**+� ��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ�

�

��� �!�� ��'�%�!� $���� �/� �!�� ���$��!%���#� !�� ����� �!����/���� �  �%��� /���
=�=����!% �%���!��

���/��������%�������!������&����%&���&�%�%&�����!����%8
>���%��� �/� ����#� !�� ���.�' �  ��&�%&�� ��� �� &�'����� ��&���� %�� �!�� >%������ �/�
���&!%�����%��)&������,54:��


���!��E�%�!���/����.��������F�/��=���>�=����5����,+#�,54:#�!����������
��$��$!��!���������������' ����
��=����������%&!�NY�.��%���� �����%��!%��
���.� Eduard Wirths: Vom Mitläufer zum Widerstand� 6Eduard Wirths: 
From Accomplice to Resister7#�E!��=��������%��%�&�%������$�����!�%��%���
������$%�!� ��%����#� ���!�'�!���$��$������� �����������$��� ��� ���.� �����8
=����/��=����8��$%�!���&������&&���%�������!�����%8
�=%�%&��%�&�%=%���%���
=���'����%= ��=�������/�����!����>�=����,54:� ����=���&&���%�������!��
��&����&�%��� �/� �����>���� %�����&!%����� ��� �!�� �%=�#� �!��� ����.� %���� !%��
&���'����%������=�%���!�����.��/��>��%��#�����!����������!�=�/�����/�&!����#�
�%�&�� �!�� !����!� %��'���&��� !�>�� �2 ������ �!�%�� ��$%�!� ����/%&%��%���F�
6NY�.��%��*++-#� ��;+7�

�/���� �!��$��� ���.�� �'�#��%��!��$��� ���/���� ��� �� ��&���� %�� ��=��%&���
'�%���/� �!��Waffen�

��������>���/%���� %��"�����#� �!���%�����$��#���2�� %��
(%������ ���� /%������ %�� �!�� 
�>%��� ��%���� �/���� �2 ��%��&%��� &���%�&� %�8
/��==��%��#�!��$�����&������E����������/%��/����'�������!��/����F�������&!�
,*#�,53*��61�%�&!��*++97��

�%��!�� !� ��� ��� ��� /%������ ����� ��� ���'��� ��� !%�� /�=%��� %�����&!%�����
���� ��>���� !%=���/� ��� !%��  ��&�%&��� 1'�� �!%�� !� �� %�� ���!���� �������� ���
� �%��**#�,53*#�!�� %�� ���������&�= ���&������� �!��B�&!�'����&������%���
��= ���%��!��%���!�&.����
���!��/�&���/��!��&���%�%�����!���#�!��&���%�����
�  ��%���/����������/����
��!%��� %�%�'���&�%�%�#�!���'���#����!��$�%���#����E(�8
�!������/��=�B������%���'�%&!#���&�'�����������!��%&�
�/����=����/�'������
������������$!���
�/%���%���!��B�&!�'���= ���%/���!����!������'�!��=�������
��� �%���1'��.��$%���=��&!���&���#�(��!������/��=��2 ��%�������=���!���
!�� &���%������ %��=�� �'��� ��� &���%�'�� ���$��.� %�� �!����� ���� �!���� ��� ���
��������/����������$%�!%��=�� �$���$%�!%���!��=��%&�������=#��%�&��=����
&���%&��$����%�&��&�������%���!��B�&!�'���= �F�6NY�.��%��*++9#� ��457��

���!�'�!����=��%&����//%&���!��%����� ���%���������/����!��=��%&���&����
�/� �!���'����#�!�������&��&������!%=���/�$%�!� �!��!����!��/� �!�� �%��������
)��� �/� �!�� /%����$!���� ������%����%��!�� �����&��� %�� �!�� &�=='�%��� %�=����
���=����������%������$�%����%��!%��=�=�%���6������%��,535#�  ��9-/�7��

“A new doctor arrives. His name is Dr. Eduard Wirths. Tall, thin, dark hair, 
very light eyes, determined attitude. In a buttonhole of his uniform jacket is a 
ribbon that I have never seen on anyone before. ‘That’s the Iron Cross Second 
Class, he must have been at the front’, Valentin says. 
Already on the second day, I note that something else distinguishes him from 
the other SS doctors. He stands in the clinic with neck veins standing out, and 
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his voice is frighteningly stern. Heini (the young head nurse, who all too often 
carelessly neglected the patients entrusted to him) stands before him at atten-
tion. 
‘Why did you not give the injection yesterday that I ordered?’ – ‘)�����'�=8
/K!���, I didn’t get to it, there was too much to do at the station…’ and Heini 
wants to talk his ear off. But Dr. Wirths interrupts him: ‘Don’t you realize the 
man could have died? Do you have no sense of responsibility?’ 
This is new. He also makes rounds differently than the other doctors. Every 
day he goes from bed to bed, sometimes has a friendly word for a patient, and 
once I caught him even trying to communicate with an old Pole in Polish, 
which would never occur to any other SS doctor in his haughty mindset.” 

�%��!����&�=���!����$�����%���� !��%&%����/��'�&!$%�A����
� ��=����-#�
,53*��)���!%��!��$�%����6NY�.��%��*++9#�  ��3+/�7��

“Before my assumption of duties there it was explained to me by the head of all 
concentration camps ?�'  ��/K!��� Glücks, and the head doctor of all concen-
tration camps 
���������/K!��� Dr. Lolling, that my exclusive task in Auschwitz 
was to combat a severe epidemic of typhoid fever and typhus among the 
guards, nothing else was to concern me. I discovered intolerable conditions for 
the prisoners. There was no running water, no proper toilets, no means of 
bathing. The barracks in which the prisoners were quartered were unheated, 
overcrowded, and beds were missing. Lice literally swarmed on the floors, 
clothes, bodies of the people. The walls were black with fleas. The people in an 
inconceivable condition, wasted to their ribs, plagued with vermin, the dead ly-
ing between the living and the dying. Every day hundreds of dead were carted 
off, often after lying for days among the living. I was so spiritually demoralized 
that I soon saw suicide as the only way out.” 

)�&�����%��!��$���=�>��� ��� ����#�!�$�>��#� �!%�� �%=�����!%�� /��!��#�$!��
�2 ��%�������!%=��!����!����$��� �������������!��� ��&��%���!��$�����$!����
!��&�'���������='&!��������� %���'�&!$%�A�� 
��$��������!�� /'�� ����%��!��
�!���!��$�'���=�������=����������%�� %�� �!����&������//%&�����%�������8
��%���� �����6������%��,535#�  ��;4/�7��

“The door opens. Both SS men leap up and click their heels. A tall man with an 
officer’s cap enters. But that is Dr. Wirths from Dachau! He recognized me al-
ready as well. Before the topkick could say anything, he called out, ‘Langbein, 
of all people! How did you get here?‘ And then he asked me how the patient 
was doing who lay in the ward at Dachau with gastroenteritis, and another 
who had had such bad rheumatism and whom he had treated. Suddenly he 
turned to the topkick: ‘Langbein will be my secretary’ and went back out. ‘The 
garrison physician never spoke with me as much as with that prisoner there.’ 
The other SS man resumed his seat in a huff.” 

� ���!%�����%>���%���'�&!$%�A#��%��!���� ����#��!����$����=�����!���-#+++�
&������/��� !�%��/�>�������=�����!���4+#+++�&������/��� !'�#�E�����=����
�!�����!��=�����%���$���%�&���%����!%�!������=�'���������>���5+� ��&�����/�
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�!�� &�= � %�=����� �&&���%��� ��� &��&'���%���F� 6NY�.��%�� *++9#�  �� 3*7�� 1��
' ����%����!�������&.�#�������%�!%���&�%�%&�#�%������%���$����� % ��#����&�%���
�/� ��%���� /�&%�%�%��� ���� �!�� ��������� �  �%&��%��� �/� ���%�� �%&�=���'���#� !��
�'&&����������������= ����%���%���'  ����%����!��� %��=%&����

�%��!���������%���/'��!���6ibidem,� ��3*7��
“Through the medical society, approval of the provision of white bread and 
milk was sought. Instead of polluted drinking water, I arranged for the provi-
sion of beverages such as coffee and tea. I arranged for the deployment of field 
kitchens for working prisoners who, because of the remoteness of their work-
places, would otherwise not be able to get hot food. Where field kitchens were 
not available, I arranged for motor-vehicle delivery of hot food to the work-
places. I sought authorization to have herbs and wild vegetables gathered by 
convalescing prisoners and by so doing hoped at the same time to arrange for 
the possibility for Jewish women confined by the camp authorities to get about 
in the open air. For the prisoners with bodily infirmity, I demanded rehabilita-
tion, in fact the establishment of entire rehabilitation departments.” 

�!����2��%= �� �%��%����!����%��!�� '������������$�������%�������.%��%���#��/�
$!%&!�������%��=���� !%=� �$����� ������%��$�%���� 6��������	 
���#�   ��
:3/�7��

“The whole time, I sought the opportunity to be able to speak frankly with 
Wirths for once. I can’t imagine that he would turn me in to the political de-
partment, we’ve already had too-candid exchanges for that. ‘Doctor, I must 
tell you some things that no prisoner in the camp may know.’ He looks at me 
with astonishment. ‘Most of those who come into the infirmary are not cured, 
but rather injected.’ – ‘What do you mean by that?’ – ‘They receive an injec-
tion of phenol in the heart. A couple of dozen every day.’ – ‘Does Dr. Entress 
know about this?’ – ‘Dr. Entress picks them out and )����&!��/K!��� Klehr 
administers.’” 

�%��!��!���������������0��!�������/����������%���������%��!��&��/��������!��
!�����/��!��&�= �?���� �#���2%=%�%���?��������?������������������%�����
���%������ �2�&'�%���� ��� /%�%��� �J'��� ��� �!�� E���&.�$����F�����%��!�� &��8
/�������!%=#�?������� �!��������� ����������!%=����� �'&.�$�'���!�>�� %�#�

�
�'���� B��� 0������������� !�  ����� ��� ��� %�� �'�&!$%�A� ��� �2�&���� �!���
�%=�����%�>���%������!���%��  �����&���/�=��������������������%��!��%==�8
�%������%�/��=���!%=��/��!�����%������.%��%�������?��������0�������������
���.� &!����� �/� �!%�� &���� ���� ��=������ ?������� ��/���� �!�� 

� &�'��� %��
��%=��� /��� �!��='����� �/� *#+++�  �%������� %�� ���� 6"�'��8
�'���TN����=���
*+,97���!��$�������!���%��������!�����&.�$�����������!���$%�!��

B�� %���!%���'&&���#��%��!������$���!%���!�'�!����/����>%����'�&!$%�A��

/�%��!���D�������/����'����������#�!��&�'���!�>��������' �%�������������!��
?���� ���1'����&��=����!��$���!������&.#��!%���%=������'�&!$%�A�%�=������
����!�%��=���,534#��!���$�%���!%=���&�����!����������
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“In the past year you have saved the lives of 93,000 people. We do not have 
any right to express our wishes to you. – So, we wish to ourselves that you will 
remain here in the coming year. 
One for the prisoners of Auschwitz” 6
���B�&'=����,7�

������%�����'����,539#��%��!�� ����&�����!���'�������%��
���=�������/��=�
��%�����������#�$!��!��� H�%���� �!��&�>�������' �E�'�&!$%�A�	��%����&��F�
�������!�� ����2���!����!��!�����&�=�����%&�������=�� !%��#�!��%��'���!���
����/������&���%/%&�������������!����������'���%������%���%'=��
���!%��=�����#�
�!��$����������������$���/��=��!��&�= �?���� �#�$!��!�������������&�=��
�'� %&%�'���6�����*++;#� ��*57��

����'�&!$%�A�$����>�&'�����������'����,;#�,539���/�����!����>��&%���
	�����=�#��!����$������$�8����=��&!��/��!�� �%���������������'#�-9�.%��8
=�������$�����������$!��/��������!�����'����2!�'�����%����%�����!�>�������
�!�������0�����%����� �����O�����!���&�=='�%��� �%������O��%��!�����>����8
!%����!��=��&!%���&��'=������=����%��&���������!���//%&���%��&!����#�E�!���
!��$�'������!����/'������� ���%�����!����!������� �������%>������%�������%��8
�%��� $%�!�'�� /'��!��� .%��%����� "�%������� /���%��� ��� �!�� $���%��� ���� ��� ���
�'������>��� ��� �!�� ��%&�� %�� �!����2�� ��$�������!��$%����&&�==������� %��
����������=��.��$�����#��!����$�������/'��!����!���%�����/�����!��F�6NY�.8
��%��*++9#� ��,+57��

�/���� �!�� $��#� =���� /��=��� �'�&!$%�A�  �%������� ����%/%��� /��� ��'����
�%��!��� �!�� ����%=���� �/� ��A�/� "�&A���.%#� �!�� &!�%�=��� �/� �!�� 0��.�$�
�'�&!$%�A���==%����#�$����� %&���6NY�.��%��*++-#� ��,;+7��

“The garrison physician was a tall, athletic man. He made a cool, reserved 
impression. When you got to know him, however, you noticed that he sought 
contact with the prisoners. He was polite and addressed them in a friendly 
manner, utterly unlike the other SS men. “ 

��$����"��#�$!��!�����������%��������&����%����'�%���%���!��

�!�� %���#�
��%��6ibidem#� ��,-57��

“Dr. Wirths always treated the prisoners assigned to the SS hospital unit po-
litely and properly. He dealt with us not as prisoners but as people. He be-
haved quite as considerately to the Jews in our unit, even though acted like a 
committed National Socialist.” 


�����
�.�$%�.���%��/����!����&����6����B�&'=����*7��
“I testify hereby that Dr. Wirths always exerted himself most humanely in the 
interests of the prisoners and that thousands of prisoners remain alive on the 
score of his selfless efforts. This was acknowledged universally by us prison-
ers. His dedication went even so far that the wives of SS men complained that 
he gave prisoners priority over them. 
On January 18, 1945, I went from Auschwitz to Bergen-Belsen. Dr. Wirths took 
me and 24 other women from this camp and sent us to Camp Nordhausen, 
where he had since been posted as camp doctor. From this camp, he assigned 



**3� ��	�)�����)?�)�C�HEALTHCARE IN AUSCHWITZ�

�

me to work in support of his wife. Since that time, I have remained with Mrs. 
Wirths.” 

0���� �%��� �/�  ��>%�'�� =���%��� /��=� 0�������� ������� %�� ��'&!� $%�!� �!��
�%��!��/�=%�������!�������/�!%���%/��������&��$�������'�����%��!�D��/��!���
6NY�.��%��*++-#� ��,+-7��

“It was always clear to us: your son was no SS man in the usual sense, but was 
he a National Socialist? We think we have to assume so, and I still think so to-
day. Perhaps it was a matter of his middle-class background, but one thing is 
clear: he possessed a noble character in rare degree. Langbein was very de-
voted to him, and called him his ‘fairy-tale prince,’ whom he hoped to see after 
the war and in a different uniform—as a friend.” 


��!%�����.�People in Auschwitz#����=����������%���'==���' ������/���8
'�����%��!�D�������������6������%��,5;*#� ��99-7��

“The lethal poison injections were abolished in the hospitals, the most danger-
ous murderers in his department—Entress and Klehr—were removed from 
their key positions, epidemics were stanched, monitoring of nutrition was im-
proved, trustworthy prisoners were brought into influential positions in the 
prisoners’ hospitals, prisoner doctors were entrusted with medical duties, and 
measures against mistreatment of prisoners were implemented.” 


��>%�$��/��!��/�&���!���������%�#�����%���$�%���#�$���E��&�=='�%��%&���>�8
�'�%�������/�������&��>%&�%������������=%���%��#F��!%���&.��$�����=�����/�
�%��!�D���&&�= �%�!=�����='���&����%����&�����������$�%�!���

������%���%������/����������� ������&�%=���/���'�����%��!��6ibidem#� ��
9-+7��

“The darkest chapter in his work as garrison physician of Auschwitz in my 
eyes was an episode in which actually ‘only’ two persons had to die—by 
Auschwitz standards a veritable trivium—which do, however, taint Wirths’s 
image. “ 

�!���!�  ����I��%��!��!�����&�%>�������$�=��%&%������%������ !'���
%�&��
!��!�����/�������!���� !'��� %��=%&#��!����$�������>%&�%=�����=�����>�%�8
����#����!��%�/�&����/�'��!����!�� �%������#��/�$!�=��$���%�����!�������8
��%�����.�!%=�������.#��%��!��&�'�������=����!%���������%�!��������!�=�#�
!����%���

“That was the last time, Langbein, that this has happened.” 
������%���!'��&��&�'�����!���%��$��������/�����'�����%��!�����!�>����.���
!%���$���%/���


#� !�$�>��#� >%�$���'�����%��!�D�� ����!� ��� �� ��������� 
��=�� ����#� !��
$�����!������!����%����'�%>����������%�/���%����&�%���%���/���$!��!�������!���
�����/�&.��������!���%&���!%��&�%���%���&���%�����/��!����������!�������$���
$%��%��� ����'�H�&��������/� ��� %�������� ���!�� ���!����� 
�� �!����%��!���������
�!��&�'����/����!�� �%�������%���'�&!$%�A�����$����' ����%����?�������/���
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!%=���&�%=%�����
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“Numerous trains filled with Jews who were to be exterminated arrived at 
Auschwitz. Only a small circle of persons was entrusted with this proce-
dure,Q3+-R this circle encompassed the Political Department and the camp com-
mand. After I became aware of this program through accounts by prisoners 
and colleagues, I immediately requested transfer from Auschwitz, because this 
procedure was incomprehensible for me. Transfer was denied me. Then I re-
ported sick, to be admitted to the hospital, but the prisoners repeatedly and ur-
gently beseeched me to stay, to persist, as I would be the only one who would 
have concern for their lives. I could, however, not be witness to this extermina-
tion without at least having tried to exert influence on this procedure or to mit-
igate its effects. The Jews were driven into chambers and there killed with poi-
son gas. I had nothing to do with the examination of the bodies. Only a very 
few, I think about 10%, were spared the extermination; the camp command 
chose the persons who were exempted from extermination and were admitted 
to the camp’s population. In order to gain some influence on this procedure 
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nonetheless, I emphasized the need in Germany for persons fit for labor, and 
stressed my opinion that there had to be many more people fit for work among 
of the arriving Jews. I succeeded in enabling the doctor to have an influence 
insofar as he was able to state his opinion on the ability to work. Thereby, 
many more persons were kept alive, in that roughly 10% escaped extermina-
tion before, while later at least or probably half of the arriving Jews were kept. 
By the proposal to erect Jewish family camps, I hoped to be able to reduce this 
extermination further. Jewish family camps were indeed erected later on. 
The Russian offensive necessitated evacuation of the camp; the cognizant au-
thority intended to lead the prisoners who could march back into Germany, but 
the sick were to be exterminated. Since that affected many thousands of per-
sons, I exerted myself by any and all means to work against this crazy decree. I 
proposed leaving the sick behind with adequate care and medical personnel in 
the infirmaries, while the plan was to take the sick into the coal mines and 
there to kill them. Ultimately my proposal prevailed; the sick could be left alive 
with adequate medical support.” 
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“In Salza I immediately set about improving the living conditions of the pris-
oners and the protection of their lives, but I had little time to accomplish fun-
damental changes, for I was transferred away from Salza on March 30, 45. 
The revenge-weapons factories were here in Salza, and the prisoners had to 
work underground under the most difficult conditions. Every sabotage was 
punished with death, so that executions (hangings) were very numerous. I 
learned from the prisoners that the methods of securing confessions must have 
been horrific, but despite all my efforts I was unable to gain any influence on 
this.” 
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“Can give names of S.S. officers responsible for atrocities at the camps at 
which he worked. Can give also names of Doctors sent on Himmler‘s orders to 
make experimental operations on the prisoners in these camps.”  

�������!��!���%���E���&�'�%��F�%��������
“WIRTHS has on his own admission been present when atrocities and experi-
mental operations took place at concentration camps, and at three of the 
camps he was the doctor in charge.”  
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“Captain MacBallister: As garrison physician, you were also responsible for 
the pseudo-medical experiments that were conducted forcibly on an unknown, 
but in any case large number of helpless persons.  
Eduard Wirths: I was responsible for these only as the official superior, not as 
the scientific supervisor. Some experiments, such as those of Professor Clau-
berg and Dr. Schumann to investigate methods of sterilizing men and women, 
were conducted on the direct orders of Himmler. Other experiments, among 
these the ones of Dr. Mengele, were conducted under the direct auspices of re-
search institutes in Germany, that is with universities, Q='��'=R collections 
and Kaiser-Wilhelm Institutes. And still others, such as pharmacological ex-
periments of Dr. Vetter, were conducted under the auspices of the pharmaceu-
tical manufacturers. As garrison physician, I was these doctors’ superior, but 
scientifically I had nothing to do with these things. However, I should like fur-
ther to deny that these experiments were in any way pseudo-medical. These 
were trials for the advancement of scientific knowledge which could resolve le-
gitimate scientific medical questions.” 

���%.���Y_#��%��!���������/'�����!��%�/�������'=������/�>%&�%=��%���'�&!8
$%�A�6ibidem#�  ��:,/�7��

“Captain MacBallister: Millions were murdered there, an inconceivable num-
ber. They either went to the gas chambers directly, or a bit later, if they had 
become too weak for the slave labor. Or they starved to death or died of minor 
illnesses… 
Eduard Wirths: …no, not of minor illnesses, but of typhus or other serious in-
fections. I also do not believe that such a great number died there. The gas 
chambers were erected in summer 1942, the crematoria in spring and summer 
1943. They worked a whole year. I have heard that in all five crematoria at 
most 5,000 corpses could be incinerated daily, if they ran without interruption 
day and night. Therefore, no more than two million persons could have been 
perished, and even this is only a theoretical umber, because an uninterrupted 
operation of the gas chambers and crematoria was of course impossible if only 
on a technical basis.” 

(%�����#��%.��(�%�H�/������#���'�����%��!��������!��.%��%����%���'�&!$%�A�%��
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�������������F�6ibidem#�  �;-/@����������B�&'=����;7��
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“Captain MacBallister: People were sent from the railroad ramp right into 
death, into the gas chambers, in whose very sight these selections took place. 
Eduard Wirths: It would have been impossible in wartime to accommodate and 
feed all these people in Auschwitz who were no longer capable of productive 
work. After the political decision was taken to bring all Jews in Germany and 
the occupied countries of Europe to the east for labor, we were faced with the 
problem: what do we do with those who cannot or can no longer work? We 
couldn’t send them back. We couldn’t send them onward either. Where should 
we have sent them? Keeping them with us was impossible. The camp was much 
too small for that, in spite of its size. We could not and did not want to let them 
starve to death either. We would have had to protect them against disease, 
such as the typhus epidemic due to which I was sent to Auschwitz. For that, 
too, he had insufficient means. Therefore, the selections and the killing of those 
incapable of work in the gas chambers disguised as showers were a thoroughly 
distasteful but, under the imperatives of wartime and the particular circum-
stances, a still-bearable solution. 
Colonel Draper: So you killed Q�!�=R out of mercy? 
Eduard Wirths: I cannot give an appropriate answer to such a question. It was 
war. Think of the situation in your own country in these years. You also had 
labor camps and internment camps for foreigners or such people as appeared 
dangerous to your government. It was your country that, during the Boer War, 
established the first concentration camps. War has its own law. As a com-
mander at the front, you have to send men to their deaths. As a soldier, you kill 
not just soldiers, but also civilians when you shoot up a village or bombard a 
city. As a military doctor, you have to decide which casualties you help and 
which you let die. There are unfortunately situations in which you have only 
two evils to choose from. In this situation, you are unavoidably made responsi-
ble for decisions that are, strictly speaking, ethically condemnable, and you 
become in this sense innocently guilty.” 
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“Ian MacBallister reported the existence of these notes to the author when the 
death of the Auschwitz Doctor Josef Mengele became known in the summer of 
1985. The then-seventy-five-year-old Briton, who at that time lived in London 
as a retired bank official, asked that they be utilized only after his death. He 
died in 1998.” 
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“Can you imagine, dear, how nice it is for me that I will never have to do this 
awful work anymore, indeed that it will no longer even exist?” 

)��B�&�=����,4#�,533#��%��!������������!%�� ��������/��!%��������/��=�1��8
�%��6ibidem#�  ��*4+/@����������B�&'=����:7��

“Now it is not so, dear father, as you think, that I instigated the present great 
changes in Auschwitz, but the order came from the highest level. All that I can 
claim in it would be, perhaps, that I started the ball rolling by using every op-
portunity and by impressing on every important personage I came into contact 
with, to point out the inhumanity, impossibility and true unworthiness of the 
entire procedure; that in every respect I portrayed in the most glaring colors 
this terrible burden in order to show these people what they have encumbered 
our entire people with and continue to encumber, as long as no change is 
made, and all this in the time of such a horrible war. It is a wonderful satisfac-
tion to me that after my return here I could hear of this clear, unambiguous de-
cision in Berlin, and that I could bringing to Auschwitz the complete rejection, 
indeed the prohibition of any such things. We have taken a breath of relief that 
is beyond description. You well know how I think, dear father. Guilt cannot be 
denied. But certainly our people has also redeemed itself in many ways 
through its heroic comportment, through our awful sacrifice, especially among 
women and children, which in my judgement could have been avoided if one 
had only forgone to enter into such things from the start. Now it is really over 
for all time, this I know for certain.” 
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“I am aware of the danger that after such a long time one’s memory can be-
come confused, but my son Eduard Wirths made oral references to the gas-
sings. The gassings – now, my knowledge may also come partly from another 
source – were conducted only by the SS. After the arrival of Jewish transports, 
the men capable of work were picked out by the physicians (which my son had 
achieved according to his statement), and then the others, old and young, were 
led into the room disguised as a shower facility and there immediately gassed. 
The bodies were taken to the incineration furnaces by Jewish work details and 
incinerated. The Jews involved in this were themselves gassed from time to 
time so that nothing could leak out.” 
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“With a unique exertion from early until late and in a ceaseless effort, garrison 
physician, SS Hauptsturmführer Dr. Wirths, has succeeded since Sept. 1, 1942 
in reducing the danger of epidemics in Auschwitz Concentration Camp to a 
minimum and thereby in maintaining the health and productivity of the SS men 
as well as the prisoners in general.” 6�= !��%��������7�
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“He organized the medical care of the prisoners stationed here with the same 
military tenacity with which he organized that of the troops. His care and his 
medical capabilities are to credit for the maintenance of much of the labor 
strength upon which war production relies.” 
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“Numerous trains filled with Jews who were to be exterminated arrived at 
Auschwitz. Only a small circle of persons was entrusted with this procedure, 
this circle encompassed the Political Department and the camp command. Af-
ter I became aware of this program through accounts by prisoners and col-
leagues, I immediately requested transfer from Auschwitz, Q[R. The Jews were 
driven into chambers and there killed with poison gas.” 6 ��-7�
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$!%&!�!����������%������/�����&�' ����/�=���!������!����%=���

����'����$��'�����������=�����=��������%��!�D�������%>���&��%=%����!���
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�������!���$���������.��$�$!����%��!���&�'�������%�� ���!%�������%>�������
!�>�������&�����/������/��!���������=����#�%/��!���$�����>���'�������%���!��
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�!�� ��� ����� �/��%��!�D�� /��!��� ��� �� ��>%�%��%��� &�=��� /��=� �!�� �����
,5;-#��!���/����/��=����%=��$!����!�����!���2�������%>���/��'�&!$%�A�!���
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�!���&�==�������!���%���&&�����&��$%�!�%��������%�� ��&%������

“I am aware of the danger that after such a long time one’s memory can be-
come confused. But my son Eduard Wirths made oral references to the gas-
sings. The gassings – now, my knowledge may also come partly from another 
source – were conducted only by the SS. After the arrival of Jewish transports, 
the men capable of work were picked out by the physicians (which my son had 
achieved according to his statement), and then the others, old and young, were 
led into the room disguised as a shower facility and there immediately gassed. 
The bodies were taken to the incineration furnaces by Jewish work details and 
incinerated. The Jews involved in this were themselves gassed from time to 
time so that nothing could leak out.” 6�= !��%�������7�
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$!���=%�!��!�>��=�>����%��!�������� ���!%��/�����&�%&!d��/����%��� �� �8
�������
��%��%&����#�!�$�>��#��!�����=��!%���>��������='���!�>���������8
%�������'�%����!%��%���������%����

1'�� �!��� %������������������%���� !��%&%��#��%��!��$��� %��&!������/� �!��
&��=����%�� %���'�&!$%�A81%�.���'P� 
��!%��$�%�%����/� ���'����*,#� ,534� ���
�!�� &�= � !���J'������#� !�� ��J'������ =��%/%&��%���� ��� ���=����%'=� 

#�
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“SS 
���������/K!��� Mrugowski has explained in the discussion on July 31 
that the corpses are to be collected twice a day, in the morning and the even-
ing, and are to be conveyed to the morgues of the crematoria, for which reason 
the separate erection of morgues in the individual sectors is redundant.” 

���������&�==����������!%�����/����$�� �
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“the order pertained to all the crematoria and was carried out twice a day, 
which means that the morgues in question were available without re-
strictions—and therefore could not be continually misused as ‘gas chambers.’ 
Wirths was of course fully aware of this fact.” 

�%��!��$��� ����� �!�� %�%�%����� ���� �' ��>%���� �/� �!�� E� �&%���=���'���� /���
�!��%= ��>�=�����/� �!��!��%��%&�/�&%�%�%��F�%��1%�.���'��!���$������������
%������,534�����!��
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�%�!=�����/��!��"�%������D�
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��/�1%�.���'��
����8���'���"�����&�>�����%�!������%���/��!%��6"�����&�,5:5#� ��9,*7��

“There is an INCONSISTENCY between the installation of a camp to provide 
medical care and four crematoria only a couple of hundred meters away in 
which, as the official history would have it, people were murdered en masse.” 
6�= !��%��%����%�%���7�
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HOLOCAUST HANDBOOKS HOLOCAUST HANDBOOKS 
TThis ambitious, growing series addresses various aspects of the “Holocaust” of the 

WWII era. Most of them are based on decades of research from archives all over the 
world. They are heavily referenced. In contrast to most other works on this issue, 

the tomes of this series approach its topic with profound academic scrutiny and a critical 
attitude. Any Holocaust researcher ignoring this series will remain oblivious to some of 
the most important research in the � eld. These books are designed to both convince the 
common reader as well as academics. The following books have appeared so far, or are 
about to be released. Compare hardcopy and eBook prices at www.BOOKFINDER.COM.
SECTION ONE:SECTION ONE:
General Overviews of the Holocaust General Overviews of the Holocaust 
The First Holocaust. The Surprising Origin of The First Holocaust. The Surprising Origin of 
the Six-Million Figurethe Six-Million Figure. By Don Heddesheimer. 
This compact but substantive study documents 

propaganda spread prior to, 
during and after the FIRST 
World War that claimed 
East European Jewry was 
on the brink of annihilation. 
The magic number of suf-
fering and dying Jews was 
6 million back then as well. 
The book details how these 
Jewish fundraising opera-
tions in America raised vast 
sums in the name of feeding 

suffering Polish and Russian Jews but actu-
ally funneled much of the money to Zionist and 
Communist groups. 3rd edition, 188 pages, b&w 
illustrations, bibliography, index. (#6) 
Lectures on the Holocaust. Controversial Is-Lectures on the Holocaust. Controversial Is-
sues Cross Examinedsues Cross Examined. By Germar Rudolf. Be-
tween 1992 and 2005 German scholar Germar 

Rudolf lectured to various 
audiences about the Ho-
locaust in the light of new 
� ndings. Rudolf ’s some-
times astounding facts and 
arguments fell on fertile soil 
among his listeners, as they 
were presented in a very 
sensitive and scholarly way. 
This book is the literary ver-
sion of Rudolf ’s lectures, en-
riched with the most recent 

� ndings of historiography. Rudolf introduces 
the most important arguments for his � ndings, 
and his audience reacts with supportive, skepti-
cal and also hostile questions. We believe this 
book is the best introduction into this taboo top-
ic. Second edition, 500 pages, b&w illustrations, 
bibliography, index.(#15)
Breaking the Spell. The Holocaust, Myth & Breaking the Spell. The Holocaust, Myth & 
Reality.Reality. By Nicholas Kollerstrom. In 1941, 
British Intelligence analysts cracked the Ger-
man “Enigma” code. Hence, in 1942 and 1943, 
encrypted radio communications between Ger-
man concentration camps and the Berlin head-
quarters were decrypted. The intercepted data 
refutes, the orthodox “Holocaust” narrative. 

It reveals that the Germans were desperate 
to reduce the death rate in their labor camps, 
which was caused by cata-
strophic typhus epidemics. 
Dr. Kollerstrom, a science 
historian, has taken these 
intercepts and a wide array 
of mostly unchallenged cor-
roborating evidence to show 
that “witness statements” 
supporting the human gas 
chamber narrative clearly 
clash with the available 
scienti� c data. Kollerstrom 
concludes that the history of the Nazi “Holo-
caust” has been written by the victors with 
ulterior motives. It is distorted, exaggerated 
and largely wrong. With a foreword by Prof. Dr. 
James Fetzer. 2nd edition, 257 pages, b&w il-
lustrations, biblio graphy, index. (#31)
Debating the Holocaust. A New Look at Both Debating the Holocaust. A New Look at Both 
Sides.Sides. By Thomas Dalton. Mainstream histo-
rians insist that there cannot be, may not be 
a debate about the Holocaust. But ignoring it 
does not make this controversy go away. Tradi-
tional scholars admit that there was neither a 
budget, a plan, nor an order for the Holocaust; 
that the key camps have all but vanished, and 
so have any human remains; 
that material and unequivo-
cal documentary evidence is 
absent; and that there are 
serious problems with sur-
vivor testimonies. Dalton 
juxtaposes the traditional 
Holocaust narrative with 
revisionist challenges and 
then analyzes the main-
stream’s responses to them. 
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He reveals the weaknesses of both 
sides, while declaring revisionism the 
winner of the current state of the de-
bate. 2nd, revised and expanded edi-
tion, 332 pages, b&w illustrations, 
biblio graphy, index. (#32)
The Hoax of the Twentieth Century. The Hoax of the Twentieth Century. 
The Case against the Presumed Ex-The Case against the Presumed Ex-
termination of European Jewry.termination of European Jewry. By 
Arthur R. Butz. The � rst writer to 
analyze the entire Holocaust complex 
in a precise scienti� c manner. This 
book exhibits the overwhelming force 
of arguments accumulated by the 
mid-1970s. It continues to be a major 
historical reference work, frequently 
cited by prominent personalities. This 
edition has numerous supplements 
with new information gathered over 
the last 35 years. Fourth edition, 524 
pages, b&w illustrations, biblio graphy, 
index. (#7)
Dissecting the Holocaust. The Grow-Dissecting the Holocaust. The Grow-
ing Critique of ‘Truth’ and ‘Memory.’ing Critique of ‘Truth’ and ‘Memory.’ 
Edited by Germar Rudolf. Dissecting 
the Holocaust applies state-of-the-art 
scienti� c technique and classic meth-
ods of detection to investigate the al-
leged murder of millions of Jews by 
Germans during World War II. In 
22 contributions—each of some 30 
pages—the 17 authors dissect gener-
ally accepted paradigms of the “Holo-
caust.” It reads as exciting as a crime 
novel: so many lies, forgeries and de-
ceptions by politicians, historians and 
scientists are proven. This is the intel-
lectual adventure of the 21st century. 
Be part of it! Second revised edition. 
620 pages, b&w illustrations, biblio-
graphy, index. (#1)
The Dissolution of Eastern European The Dissolution of Eastern European 
Jewry. Jewry. By Walter N. Sanning. Six Mil-
lion Jews died in the Holocaust. San-
ning did not take that number at face 
value, but thoroughly explored Euro-
pean population developments and 
shifts mainly caused by emigration as 
well as deportations and evacuations 
conducted by both Nazis and the So-
viets, among other things. The book 
is based mainly on Jewish, Zionist 
and mainstream sources. It concludes 
that a sizeable share of the Jews found 
missing during local censuses after the 
Second World War, which were so far 
counted as “Holocaust victims,” had 
either emigrated (mainly to Israel or 
the U.S.) or had been deported by Sta-
lin to Siberian labor camps. 2nd, cor-
rected edition, foreword by A.R. Butz, 
epilogue by Germar Rudolf containing 
important updates; 224 pages, b&w il-
lustrations, biblio graphy (#29).

Air Photo Evidence: World War Two Air Photo Evidence: World War Two 
Photos of Alleged Mass Murder Sites Photos of Alleged Mass Murder Sites 
Analyzed. Analyzed. By John C. Ball. During 
World War Two both German and 
Allied reconnaissance aircraft took 
countless air photos of places of tacti-
cal and strategic interest in Europe. 
These photos are prime evidence for 
the investigation of the Holocaust. 
Air photos of locations like Auschwitz, 
Maj danek, Treblinka, Babi Yar etc. 
permit an insight into what did or did 
not happen there. John Ball has un-
earthed many pertinent photos and 
has thoroughly analyzed them. This 
book is full of air photo reproductions 
and schematic drawings explaining 
them. According to the author, these 
images refute many of the atrocity 
claims made by witnesses in connec-
tion with events in the German sphere 
of in� uence. 3rd revised and expanded 
edition. Edited by Germar Rudolf; 
with a contribution by Carlo Mattog-
no. 168 pages, 8.5”×11”, b&w illustra-
tions, biblio graphy, index (#27).
The Leuchter Reports: Critical Edi-The Leuchter Reports: Critical Edi-
tiontion. By Fred Leuchter, Robert Fauris-
son and Germar Rudolf. Between 1988 
and 1991, U.S. expert on execution 
technologies Fred Leuchter wrote four 
detailed reports addressing whether 
the Third Reich operated homicidal 
gas chambers. The � rst report on 
Ausch witz and Majdanek became 
world famous. Based on chemical 
analyses and various technical argu-
ments, Leuchter concluded that the 
locations investigated “could not have 
then been, or now be, utilized or seri-
ously considered to function as execu-
tion gas chambers.” 4th edition, 252 
pages, b&w illustrations. (#16)
The Giant with Feet of Clay: Raul Hil-The Giant with Feet of Clay: Raul Hil-
berg and His Standard Work on the berg and His Standard Work on the 
“Holocaust.” “Holocaust.” By Jürgen Graf. Raul Hil-
berg’s major work The Destruction of 
European Jewry is an orthodox stan-
dard work on the Holocaust. But what 
evidence does Hilberg provide to back 
his thesis that there was a German 
plan to exterminate Jews, carried out 
mainly in gas chambers? Jürgen Graf 
applies the methods of critical analy-
sis to Hilberg’s evidence and examines 
the results in light of modern histori-
ography. The results of Graf ’s critical 
analysis are devastating for Hilberg. 
2nd, corrected edition, 139 pages, b&w 
illustrations, biblio graphy, index. (#3)
Jewish Emigration from the Third Jewish Emigration from the Third 
Reich.Reich. By Ingrid Weckert. Current 
historical writings about the Third 
Reich claim state it was dif� cult for 
Jews to � ee from Nazi persecution. 
The truth is that Jewish emigration 
was welcomed by the German authori-
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ties. Emigration was not some kind of 
wild � ight, but rather a lawfully de-
termined and regulated matter. Weck-
ert’s booklet elucidates the emigration 
process in law and policy. She shows 
that German and Jewish authorities 
worked closely together. Jews inter-
ested in emigrating received detailed 
advice and offers of help from both 
sides. 2nd ed., 130 pages, index. (#12) 
Inside the Gas Chambers: The Exter-Inside the Gas Chambers: The Exter-
mination of Mainstream Holocaust mination of Mainstream Holocaust 
Historiography.Historiography. By Carlo Mattogno. 
Neither increased media propaganda 
or political pressure nor judicial perse-
cution can sti� e revisionism. Hence, in 
early 2011, the Holocaust Orthodoxy 
published a 400 pp. book (in German) 
claiming to refute “revisionist propa-
ganda,” trying again to prove “once 
and for all” that there were homicidal 
gas chambers at the camps of Dachau, 
Natzweiler, Sachsenhausen, Mau-
thausen, Ravensbrück, Neuengamme, 
Stutthof… you name them. Mattogno 
shows with his detailed analysis of this 
work of propaganda that mainstream 
Holocaust hagiography is beating 
around the bush rather than address-
ing revisionist research results. He ex-
poses their myths, distortions and lies. 
2nd edition, 280 pages, b&w illustra-
tions, bibliography, index. (#25)

SECTION TWO:SECTION TWO:
Books on Speci� c Camps Books on Speci� c Camps 
Treblinka: Extermination Camp or Treblinka: Extermination Camp or 
Transit Camp?Transit Camp? By Carlo Mattogno and 
Jürgen Graf. It is alleged that at Treb-
linka in East Poland between 700,000 
and 3,000,000 persons were murdered 
in 1942 and 1943. The weapons used 
were said to have been stationary and/
or mobile gas chambers, fast-acting or 
slow-acting poison gas, unslaked lime, 
superheated steam, electricity, diesel 
exhaust fumes etc. Holocaust histori-
ans alleged that bodies were piled as 
high as multi-storied buildings and 
burned without a trace, using little 
or no fuel at all. Graf and Mattogno 
have now analyzed the origins, logic 
and technical feasibility of the of� cial 
version of Treblinka. On the basis of 
numerous documents they reveal Tre-
blinka’s true identity as a mere transit 
camp. 2nd edition, 372 pages, b&w il-
lustrations, bibliography, index. (#8)
Belzec in Propaganda, Testimonies, Belzec in Propaganda, Testimonies, 
Archeological Research and History. Archeological Research and History. 
By Carlo Mattogno. Witnesses report 
that between 600,000 and 3 million 
Jews were murdered in the Belzec 
camp, located in Poland. Various mur-
der weapons are claimed to have been 
used: diesel gas; unslaked lime in 

trains; high voltage; vacuum chambers; 
etc. The corpses were incinerated on 
huge pyres without leaving a trace. For 
those who know the stories about Tre-
blinka this sounds familiar. Thus the 
author has restricted this study to the 
aspects which are new compared to Tre-
blinka. In contrast to Treblinka, foren-
sic drillings and excavations were per-
formed at Belzec, the results of which 
are critically reviewed. 142 pages, b&w 
illustrations, bibliography, index. (#9)
Sobibor: Holocaust Propaganda and Sobibor: Holocaust Propaganda and 
Reality.Reality. By Jürgen Graf, Thomas Kues 
and Carlo Mattogno. Between 25,000 
and 2 million Jews are said to have 
been killed in gas chambers in the 
Sobibór camp in Poland. The corpses 
were allegedly buried in mass graves 
and later incinerated on pyres. This 
book investigates these claims and 
shows that they are based on the se-
lective use of contradictory eyewitness 
testimony. Archeological surveys of the 
camp in 2000-2001 are analyzed, with 
fatal results for the extermination 
camp hypothesis. The book also docu-
ments the general National Socialist 
policy toward Jews, which never in-
cluded a genocidal “� nal solution.” 442 
pages, b&w illustrations, bibliography, 
index. (#19)
The “Extermination Camps” of “Aktion The “Extermination Camps” of “Aktion 
Reinhardt”.Reinhardt”. By Jürgen Graf, Thomas 
Kues and Carlo Mattogno. In late 
2011, several members of the exter-
minationist Holocaust Controversies 
blog published a study which claims 
to refute three of our authors’ mono-
graphs on the camps Belzec, Sobibor 
and Treblinka (see previous three 
entries). This tome is their point-by-
point response, which makes “mince-
meat” out of the bloggers’ attempt at 
refutation. It requires familiarity with 
the above-mentioned books and consti-
tutes a comprehensive update and ex-
pansion of their themes. 2nd edition, 
two volumes, total of 1396 pages, illus-
trations, bibliography. (#28)
Chelmno: A Camp in History & Propa-Chelmno: A Camp in History & Propa-
ganda. ganda. By Carlo Mattogno. The world’s 
premier holocaust scholar fo cuses his 
microscope on the death camp located 
in Poland. It was at Chelmno that 
huge masses of prisoners—as many as 
1.3 million—were allegedly rounded 
up and killed. His book challenges 
the conventional wisdom of what 
went on inside Chelmno. Eyewitness 
statements, forensics reports, coro-
ners’ reports, excavations, crematoria, 
building plans, U.S. reports, German 
documents, evacuation efforts, mobile 
gas vans for homicidal purposes—all 
are discussed. 191 pages, indexed, il-
lustrated, bibliography. (#23)
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The Gas Vans: A Critical Investiga-The Gas Vans: A Critical Investiga-
tion.tion. (A perfect companion to the 
Chelmno book.) By Santiago Alvarez 
and Pierre Marais. It is alleged that 
the Nazis used mobile gas chambers 
to exterminate 700,000 people. Up 
until 2011, no thorough monograph 
had appeared on the topic. Santiago 
Alvarez has rem-
edied the situation. 
Are witness state-
ments reliable? Are 
documents genu-
ine? Where are 
the murder weap-
ons? Could they 
have operated as 
claimed? Where are 
the corpses? Alva-
rez has scrutinized 
all known wartime documents, photos 
and witness statements on this topic, 
and has examined the claims made by 
the mainstream. 390 pages, b&w il-
lustrations, bibliography, index. (#26)
Concentration Camp Majdanek. A Concentration Camp Majdanek. A 
Historical and Technical Study.Historical and Technical Study. By 
Carlo Mattogno and Jürgen Graf. 
Little research had been directed to-
ward Concentration Camp Majdanek 
in central Poland, even though it 
is claimed that up to a million Jews 
were murdered there. The only infor-
mation available is discredited Polish 
Communist propaganda. This glaring 
research gap has � nally been � lled. 
After exhaustive research of primary 
sources, Mattogno and Graf created 
a monumental study which expertly 
dissects and repudiates the myth of 
homicidal gas chambers at Majdanek. 
They also critically investigated the 
legend of mass executions of Jews in 
tank trenches (“Operation Harvest 
Festival”) and prove them ground-
less. The authors’ investigations lead 
to unambiguous conclusions about 
the camp which are radically differ-
ent from the of� cial theses. Again 
they have produced a standard and 
methodical investigative work, which 
authentic historiography cannot ig-
nore. Third edition, 358 pages, b&w 
illustrations, bibliography, index. (#5)
Concentration Camp Stutthof and Its Concentration Camp Stutthof and Its 
Function in National Socialist Jewish Function in National Socialist Jewish 
Policy.Policy. By Carlo Mattogno and Jürgen 
Graf. The Stutt hof camp in Prussia 
has never before been scienti� cally 
investigated by traditional historians, 
who claim nonetheless that Stutthof 
served as a ‘makeshift’ extermination 
camp in 1944. Based mainly on archi-
val resources, this study thoroughly 
debunks this view and shows that 
Stutthof was in fact a center for the or-
ganization of German forced labor to-

ward the end of World War II. Fourth 
edition, 170 pages, b&w illustrations, 
bibliography, index. (#4)

SECTION THREE:SECTION THREE:
Auschwitz StudiesAuschwitz Studies
The Real Case of Auschwitz: Robert The Real Case of Auschwitz: Robert 
van Pelt’s Evidence from the Irving van Pelt’s Evidence from the Irving 
Trial Critically Reviewed. Trial Critically Reviewed. By Carlo 
Mattogno. Prof. Robert van Pelt is 
considered one of the best mainstream 
experts on Auschwitz and has been 
called upon several times in holocaust 
court cases. His work is cited by many 
to prove the holocaust happened as 
mainstream scholars insist. This book 
is a scholarly response to Prof. van 
Pelt—and Jean-Claude Pressac. It 
shows that their studies are heavily 
� awed. This is a book of prime politi-
cal and scholarly importance to those 
looking for the truth about Auschwitz. 
2nd edition, 758 pages, b&w illustra-
tions, glossary, bibliography, index. 
(#22)
Auschwitz: Plain Facts—A Response Auschwitz: Plain Facts—A Response 
to Jean-Claude Pressac.to Jean-Claude Pressac. Edited by 
Germar Rudolf. French pharmacist 
Jean-Claude Pressac tried to refute 
revisionist � ndings with the “techni-
cal” method. For this he was praised 
by the mainstream, and they pro-
claimed victory over the “revisionists.” 
In Auschwitz: Plain Facts, Pressac’s 
works and claims are debunked. 2nd 
ed., 226 pages, b&w illustrations, glos-
sary bibliography, index. (#14)
The Rudolf Report. Expert Report The Rudolf Report. Expert Report 
on Chemical and Technical Aspects on Chemical and Technical Aspects 
of the ‘Gas Chambers’ of Auschwitz.of the ‘Gas Chambers’ of Auschwitz. 
By Germar Rudolf and Dr. Wolfgang 
Lambrecht. In 1988, execution expert 
Fred Leuchter investigated the gas 
chambers of Auschwitz and Majdanek 
and concluded that they could not 
have worked as claimed. Ever since, 
Leuchter’s work has been attacked. 
In 1993, Germar Rudolf published 
a thorough forensic study about the 
“gas chambers” of Auschwitz. His re-
port irons out the de� ciencies of “The 
Leuchter Report.” Second edition, 457 
pages, b&w illustrations, bibliogra-
phy, index. (#2)
Auschwitz Lies: Legends, Lies and Auschwitz Lies: Legends, Lies and 
Prejudices on the Holocaust.Prejudices on the Holocaust. By 
Carlo Mattogno and Germar Rudolf. 
The fallacious research and alleged 
“refutation”of Revisionist scholars by 
French biochemist G. Wellers, Pol-
ish Prof. J. Markiewicz, chemist Dr. 
Richard Green, Profs. Zimmerman, 
M. Shermer and A. Grobman, as well 
as researchers Keren, McCarthy and 
Mazal, are exposed for what they are: 
blatant and easily exposed political 
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lies created to ostracize dissident his-
torians. In this book, facts beat propa-
ganda once again. Third edition, 398 
pages, b&w illustrations, index. (#18)
Auschwitz: The Central Construction Auschwitz: The Central Construction 
Of� ce.Of� ce. By Carlo Mattogno. Based upon 
mostly unpublished German wartime 
documents, this study describes the 
history, organization, tasks and pro-
cedures of the Central Construction 
Of� ce of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz 
Police. Despite a huge public interest 
in the camp, next to nothing was real-
ly known about this of� ce, which was 
responsible for the planning and con-
struction of the Auschwitz camp com-
plex, including the crematories which 
are said to have contained the “gas 
chambers.” 2nd ed., 188 pages, b&w 
illustrations, glossary, index. (#13)
Garrison and Headquarters Orders Garrison and Headquarters Orders 
of the Auschwitz Camp.of the Auschwitz Camp. By C. Mat-
togno. A large number of all the orders 
ever issued by the various command-
ers of the infamous Auschwitz camp 
have been preserved. They reveal 
the true nature of the camp with all 
its daily events. There is not a trace 
in these orders pointing at anything 
sinister going on in this camp. Quite 
to the contrary, many orders are in 
clear and insurmountable contradic-
tion to claims that prisoners were 
mass murdered. This is a selection 
of the most pertinent of these orders 
together with comments putting them 
into their proper historical context. 
(Scheduled for early 2018; #34)
Special Treatment in Auschwitz: Ori-Special Treatment in Auschwitz: Ori-
gin and Meaning of a Term.gin and Meaning of a Term. By Carlo 
Mattogno. When appearing in Ger-
man wartime documents, terms like 
“special treatment,” “special action,” 
and others have been interpreted as 
code words for mass murder. But that 
is not always true. This study focuses 
on documents about Auschwitz, show-
ing that, while “special” had many 
different meanings, not a single one 
meant “execution.” Hence the practice 
of deciphering an alleged “code lan-
guage” by assigning homicidal mean-
ing to harmless documents – a key 
component of mainstream historiog-
raphy – is untenable. Second edition, 
166 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliog-
raphy, index. (#10)
Healthcare at Healthcare at Auschwitz.Auschwitz. By Carlo 
Mattogno. In extension of the above 
study on Special Treatment in Ausch-
witz, this study proves the extent to 
which the German authorities at 
Ausch witz tried to provide appropri-
ate health care for the inmates. This 
is frequently described as special mea-
sures to improve the inmates’ health 

and thus ability to work in Germany’s 
armaments industry. This, after all, 
was the only thing the Auschwitz au-
thorities were really interested in due 
to orders from the highest levels of 
the German government. 398 pages, 
b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. 
(Scheduled for late 2016; #33)
Debunking tDebunking the Bunkers of Auschwitz: he Bunkers of Auschwitz: 
Black Propaganda vs. History.Black Propaganda vs. History. By 
Carlo Mattogno. The bunkers at Aus-
chwitz are claimed to have been the 
� rst homicidal gas chambers at Aus-
chwitz speci� cally equipped for this 
purpose. With the help of original Ger-
man wartime � les as well as reveal-
ing air photos taken by Allied recon-
naissance aircraft in 1944, this study 
shows that these homicidal “bunkers” 
never existed, how the rumors about 
them evolved as black propaganda 
created by resistance groups in the 
camp, and how this propaganda was 
transformed into a false reality. Sec-
ond edition, 292 pages, b&w illustra-
tions, bibliography, index. (#11)
Auschwitz: The First Gassing—Ru-Auschwitz: The First Gassing—Ru-
mor and Reality.mor and Reality. By Carlo Mattogno. 
The � rst gassing in Auschwitz is 
claimed to have occurred on Sept. 3, 
1941, in a basement room. The ac-
counts reporting it are the archetypes 
for all later gassing accounts. This 
study analyzes all available sources 
about this alleged event. It shows that 
these sources contradict each other in 
location, date, preparations, victims 
etc, rendering it impossible to extract 
a consistent story. Original wartime 
documents in� ict a � nal blow to this 
legend and prove without a shadow of 
a doubt that this legendary event nev-
er happened. Third edition, 190 pages, 
b&w illustrations, bibliography, index. 
(#20)
Auschwitz: Crematorium I and the Al-Auschwitz: Crematorium I and the Al-
leged Homicidal Gassings.leged Homicidal Gassings. By Carlo 
Mattogno. The morgue of Cremato-
rium I in Auschwitz is said to be the 
� rst homicidal gas chamber there. 
This study investigates all statements 
by witnesses and analyzes hundreds 
of wartime documents to accurately 
write a history of that building. Mat-
togno proves that its morgue was 
never a homicidal gas chamber, nor 
could it have worked as such. Second 
edition, 152 pages, b&w illustrations, 
bibliography, index. (#21)
Auschwitz: Open Air Incinerations. Auschwitz: Open Air Incinerations. 
By Carlo Mattogno. Hundreds of thou-
sands of corpses of murder victims 
are claimed to have been incinerated 
in deep ditches in the Auschwitz con-
centration camp. This book examines 
the many testimonies regarding these 
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incinerations and establishes whether 
these claims were even possible. Using 
aerial photographs, physical evidence 
and wartime documents, the author 
shows that these claims are � ction. 
A new Appendix contains 3 papers on 
groundwater at Auschwitz and cattle 
mass burnings. A must read. 2nd ed., 
202 pages, b&w illustrations, bibliog-
raphy, index. (#17)
The Cremation Furnaces of Ausch-The Cremation Furnaces of Ausch-
witz.witz.  By Carlo Mattogno & Franco 
Deana. An exhaustive study of the 
history and technology of cremation in 
general and of the cremation furnaces 
of Ausch witz in particular. On a vast 
base of technical literature, extant 
wartime documents and material trac-
es, the authors can establish the true 
nature and capacity of the Ausch witz 
cremation furnaces. They show that 
these devices were cheaper versions 
than what was usually produced, and 
that their capacity to cremate corpses 
was lower than normal, too. They re-
veal that the Auschwitz cremation 
furnaces were not monstrous super 
ovens but rather inferior make-shift 
devices. 3 vols., 1198 pages, b&w and 
color illustrations (vols 2 & 3), bibliog-
raphy, index, glossary. (#24)
Curated Lies: The Auschwitz Muse-Curated Lies: The Auschwitz Muse-
um’s Misrepresentations, Distortions um’s Misrepresentations, Distortions 
and Deceptions.and Deceptions.  By Carlo Mattogno. 
Revisionist research results have put 
the Polish Auschwitz Museum under 
enormous pressure to answer this 
challenge. They’ve answered. This 
book analyzes their answer and re-
veals the appallingly mendacious at-
titude of the Auschwitz Museum au-
thorities when presenting documents 
from their archives. With a contribu-
tion by Eric Hunt on the Auschwitz 
Museum’s misrepresentations of its 
most valued asset, the “gas chamber” 
in the Main Camp. 248 pages, b&w il-
lustrations, bibliography, index. (#38)

SECTION FOURSECTION FOUR
Witness CritiqueWitness Critique
Holocaust High Priest: Elie Wiesel, Holocaust High Priest: Elie Wiesel, 
NightNight, the Memory Cult, and the Rise , the Memory Cult, and the Rise 
of Revisionism.of Revisionism. By Warren B. Rout-
ledge. The � rst unauthorized bio gra-
phy of Wie sel exposes both his person-
al de ceits and the whole myth of “the 
six million.” It shows how Zionist con-
trol has allowed Wiesel and his fellow 
extremists to force leaders of many 
nations, the U.N. and even popes to 

genu� ect before Wiesel as symbolic 
acts of subordination to World Jewry, 
while at the same time forcing school 
children to submit to Holocaust brain-
washing. 468 pages, b&w illust., bibli-
ography, index. (#30)
Auschwitz: Confessions and Testimo-Auschwitz: Confessions and Testimo-
nies.nies. By Jürgen Graf. The traditional 
narrative of what transpired at the 
infamous Auschwitz camp during 
WWII rests almost exclusively on wit-
ness testimony from former inmates 
as well as erstwhile camp of� cials. 
This study critically scrutinizes the 40 
most important of these witness state-
ments by checking them for internal 
coherence, and by comparing them 
with one another as well as with other 
evidence such as wartime documents, 
air photos, forensic research results, 
and material traces. The result is dev-
astating for the traditional narrative. 
(Scheduled for late 2017; #36)
Commandant of Auschwitz: Rudolf Commandant of Auschwitz: Rudolf 
Höss, His Torture and His Forced Höss, His Torture and His Forced 
Confessions.Confessions. By Rudolf Höss & Carlo 
Mattogno. When Rudolf Höss was in 
charge at Ausch witz, the mass exter-
mination of Jews in gas chambers is 
said to have been launched and car-
ried out. He confessed this in numer-
ous postwar depositions. Hence Höss’s 
testimony is the most convincing of 
all. But what traditional sources usu-
ally do not reveal is that Höss was se-
verely tortured to coerce him to “con-
fess,” and that his various statements 
are not only contradictory but also full 
of historically and physically impos-
sible, even absurd claims. This study 
expertly analyzes Höss’s various con-
fessions and lays them all open for ev-
eryone to see the ugly truth. (Sched-
uled for summer 2017: #35)
An Auschwitz Doctor’s Eyewitness Ac-An Auschwitz Doctor’s Eyewitness Ac-
count: The Tall Tales of Dr. Mengele’s count: The Tall Tales of Dr. Mengele’s 
Assistant AnalyzedAssistant Analyzed.. By Miklos Nyiszli 
& Carlo Mattogno. Nyiszli, a Hun-
garian Jew who studied medicine in 
Germany before the war, ended up at 
Auschwitz in 1944 as Dr. Mengele’s 
assistant. After the war he wrote an 
account of what he claimed to have 
experienced. To this day some tradi-
tional historians take his accounts 
seriously, while others accept that it 
is a grotesque collection of lies and 
exaggerations. This study analyzes 
Nyiszli’s novel and skillfully sepa-
rates truth from fabulous fabrication. 
(Scheduled for spring 2017; #37)
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