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«PERSONNEL»

Anthropological dualism «of chapels»
Among the Old Believers-Bespopovtsy «chapel» consent, the term «personnel» is loaded with colossal meaning. Its genesis goes into the abysses of the subtlest eschatological and ontological views.

Old Believers divide all Russians into two categories, into two anthropological types. The Old Believers themselves –and who consider themselves the Church and are even tragically convinced that «the Church in heaven» («Netovtsy»)— belong to people «of the ancient family», to those who did not accept the Niconian and later Peter’s reforms. These «reforms» did not change the external side of the state structure, but the mysterious, saving, transformed quality of national existence, desacralized Rus', fatally turned «Holy Rus'» into «secular Russia». Behind the similarity of the sound of these words «Holy »—«secular», «Rus»—«Russia», the Old Believers saw substitution, rupture, and ontological forgery. Hence the popular rumors among the people about «the replacement of the king», about «the liar». In fact, the rejection of the Ancient Faith did not finally take place in 1656 (when Nikon decided to move on to «New Believer rituals»)and in 1666_1667, when visiting first priests anathematized the Stoglavy Council, that is, a posteriori they denied the soteriological validity of the very concept of «Holy Rus'» and «the Third Rome». From then on, the people and the country were divided into two parts – official, Nikon-Romanov and unofficial, Avvakumov, fugitive. Moscow, as the Third Rome, itself went on the run and secretive, into forests and deserts, into distant provinces, into the Russian wilderness. What was the center – Moscow, the dogmas and points of Stoglav – turned into the periphery, became the teaching of national nonconformism, the treasure of those whom «the New Believer center» recognized «as heretics» and «apostates». From then on, the people and the country were divided into two parts – official, Nikon-Romanov and unofficial, Avvakumov, fugitive. Moscow, as the Third Rome, itself went on the run and secretive, into forests and deserts, into distant provinces, into the Russian wilderness. What was the center – Moscow, the dogmas and points of Stoglav – turned into the periphery, became the teaching of national nonconformism, the treasure of those whom «the New Believer center» recognized «as heretics» and «apostates». From then on, the people and the country were divided into two parts – official, Nikon-Romanov and unofficial, Avvakumov, fugitive. Moscow, as the Third Rome, itself went on the run and secretive, into forests and deserts, into distant provinces, into the Russian wilderness. What was the center – Moscow, the dogmas and points of Stoglav – turned into the periphery, became the teaching of national nonconformism, the treasure of those whom «the New Believer center» recognized «as heretics» and «apostates». whom «the New Believer center» recognized as «heretics» and «apostates». whom «the New Believer center» recognized as «heretics» and «apostates».

One part of the nation that remained faithful «to Holy Rus'», which carried the Third Rome to the borders of the Motherland, formed the core «of Old Believer Rus'», a special ethnic group, an ethnic group that did not accept desacralization, was indignant at fate, and rebelled at the apocalyptic inevitability of degeneration and apostasy. The second part accepted the reforms, no longer out of conviction, but out of inertia, and also out of unconditional conformity. This became a post-reform «world», and in the eyes of the Old Believers such «peace» was tantamount to accepting the side of the Antichrist and his Acolytes.

The Byzantine model of power implies strict and sincere, unconditional submission to the Orthodox Tsar «holding». Ninety-nine cases out of a hundred are covered by this rule. But there is one case when discipline becomes betrayal, obedience leads to crime, loyalty turns out to be fraught with apostasy. This unique, terrible, exceptional moment came to Rus' in the second half of the 17th century. And the people were split. Instead of one nation there were two.

Old Believers view people who have retained loyalty «to secular Russia» not just as different, but as spiritually and physically contagious. This specific infection – conformism, pathological inability «to distinguish between spirits», a formal attitude towards the concept of duty, which cannot but one day lead to the fact that (one in a hundred) moments of disobedience will not be recorded and missed out on spiritual laziness. Communication between Old Believers and conformists is equated to desecration and is called a special term – «peace».

But the «worldly» themselves, that is, those affected by the conformist plague and who due to this came under the seal of the «spiritual Antichrist» (according to non-priestly terminology), are divided into two categories – ordinary «worldly» and «personnel». This is a very interesting division: «personnel» differ from ordinary «worldly» ones in that their complicity in the System, in the structure of apostasy, is active and largely conscious; unlike everyone else, they not only painfully and by inertia found themselves in the graceless world of Russia, alienated from its secret saving essence, but predatorily and of their own free will, energetically imposed themselves on the System, greedily dug into it, hoping to receive a specific material one psychological and «spiritual» compensation. Communication with «personnel», joint food with them, prayer, friendship is not just a sin, but a terrible sindiscrediting any authority in the Old Believer environment.

«Personnel» are those who fell into «the frame of» the System, who, on their own initiative, climbed into the consecrated social square, where apostasy acts not so much through violence as through its voluntary acceptance. «Personnel» are not victims, but active and predatory Christ-sellers, spiritual and social heirs of the first initiators «devilish reforms», who anathematized doctrinally and falsely resorted to church authority throughout Holy Rus', the entire eschatological teaching about the Third Rome, about the saving and saving chosenness of the Russian people before the End Times. «Personnel» – elite «of the spiritual Antichrist», his voluntary companions. And it doesn’t matter whether they continue to desecrate the saving eight-pointed cross with the Catholic four-square, whether they continue to spread rot on the two-fingered finger consecrated by the true Church in prisons and exilewhether they continue to shock with fakes like «Martin the heretic» or whether all this has long been forgotten, long in the past, and in place of the chain antichrist rage, the Laodicean coolness of indifference has already reigned. «Personnel» he is «personnel», and the diverse melodies «of the son of destruction» sound through his being with blasphemous polyphony – from rage to irony, from harsh rejection to indifferent tolerance.


Fire yourself
Julius Evola has a term «separate person» in his book «Riding the Tiger». By such a person, Evola understands a being that is radically different in essence from the modern world and rooted mentally and spiritually in another world – in the world of Tradition, in the world of the sacred, which was once obvious and fundamental, but over time has gone to the periphery, hidden from the broad masses, became difficult to access, almost non-existent. On this basis, Evola came to a kind of «right-wing anarchism», where everything modern is said to be decisive «no», «total no», and the ancient, original Truth is affirmed, the truth of that world that was qualitatively, existentially different.

How surprisingly reminiscent of this typology is the Russian Old Believers, especially their most radical Bespopov and Netov talk! What the Old Believers call «personnel», Evola and radical traditionalists call «the modern world». And the evolaist theory «of the world subversion» behind «the modern world» is remarkably similar to the concept of «the spiritual antichrist».

«Personnel» – the term itself, its intuitive understanding, its grasping is already a test, the most important test of spiritual selection. A certain part of people will not see anything reprehensible in this ominous word. If they are favorable, they will ask for additional explanations. If they have an angry yellow look, they will begin to growl stubbornly. But there are also «isolated people», «spiritual Old Believers», «a nation of parallel Rus'», which has remained faithful to holiness despite secularism. For them, intuitively, as a given, it is clear and distinguishable –where «personnel» and where not. «Personnel» can be not only in the ranks of Westerners armed with «spiritual popper». He is a characteristic figure among patriots who protest and disagree. It is not the fact of belonging to the System – past or present – that makes a person «personnel». We are talking, indeed, about anthropological dualism.Moreover, awareness of the desacralized world as unbearable, as unacceptable, as pathological, as unacceptable may in certain cases not be a consequence of descent from Old Believer traditionalist families or the result of a special religious upbringing. «A separate person» sometimes arises on his own –not for cultural, but for ontological reasons, only because his soul desperately wants to maintain an upright position in a world where everyone is either motionlessly spread out before the Antichrist, or in a four-legged manner prowling in search of his feeders. Identification «of personnel» as a social projection of art «diacrisis» – this is the criterion that determines «an individual person». how unacceptable in certain cases may not be a consequence of descent from Old Believer traditionalist families or the result of a special religious upbringing. «A separate person» sometimes arises on his own –not for cultural, but for ontological reasons, only because his soul desperately wants to maintain an upright position in a world where everyone is either motionlessly spread out before the Antichrist, or in a four-legged manner prowling in search of his feeders. Identification «of personnel» as a social projection of art «diacrisis» – this is the criterion that determines «an individual person». how unacceptable in certain cases may not be a consequence of descent from Old Believer traditionalist families or the result of a special religious upbringing. «A separate person» sometimes arises on his own –not for cultural, but for ontological reasons, only because his soul desperately wants to maintain an upright position in a world where everyone is either motionlessly spread out before the Antichrist, or in a four-legged manner prowling in search of his feeders. Identification «of personnel» as a social projection of art «diacrisis» – this is the criterion that determines «an individual person». that his soul desperately wants to maintain an upright position in a world where everyone is either motionlessly spread out in front of the Antichrist, or prowling like a four-legged one in search of his feeders. Identification «of personnel» as a social projection of art «diacrisis» – this is the criterion that determines «an individual person». that his soul desperately wants to maintain an upright position in a world where everyone is either motionlessly spread out in front of the Antichrist, or prowling like a four-legged one in search of his feeders. Identification «of personnel» as a social projection of art «diacrisis» – this is the criterion that determines «an individual person».

Everything about «personnel» is disgusting – their liberalism and their conservatism, their radicalism and their obedience, their morality and their depravity, their abstinence and their debauchery. «Personnel» in all their manifestations are always opposite «isolated», the evolution of ideas in both –without any collusion and even without taking into account the positions of the other – takes place in a strictly opposite direction, as if we were walking around the table opposite each other, obeying the laws magnetic needle.—Without thinking about the reasons and grounds, «personnel» naturally move south, when «isolated» they head north, they reach west; if others prefer east, they go to the periphery when they capture the center.

This is – a dizzying anthropological dualism that permeates all possible social, religious, political positions and organizations: wherever the «personnel» foot goes under it, everything withers into grotesque and curvature, the purest dogmas and subtle ideas turn into. And vice versa, no matter what extremes «the isolated ones» go, no matter where they go, the spirit of tragic, dramatic purity accompanies them everywhere.

The circle is small «separate», but nowhere in the world are there as many of them as in our country, where nature itself seems to be in secret collusion with holiness, with ancient Kitezh, our blood itself whispers to us Russians the legends about the lost pure city, the ringing of which the sensitive ear still distinguishes. In the West «an isolated person» – a rare exception, a tragic atom, «a sovereign individual». We have whole worlds, whole crowds of isolated, hardened, imbued with the saving juices of immeasurable suffering. We have a whole «separate people».

Should we despair of waiting for close rays? Should we give up? Should we complain about the invincibility of the enemy? Should we look for an answer to the faded coals of the West?

We are our own fire.


