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Who loves his homeland, must understand it; 
Who wants to understand it, must search earnestly in its history. 
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In the Valleys of Provence 
Sprouted the song of the Minne, Child of Springtime,  

and the Minne 
The holder more intimately enjoyed 
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Argo.

Troubadour

Argonauts

In the noble Argonauts circle 
Everyone was brave in his manner; 
And with the strength that inspired him, 
He could be sufficient where it was lacking in others. 



Lucifer’s Court | 60 

oun au descoubrit Apollon,



Otto Rahn | 61 



Marseille 

S 



Otto Rahn | 63 

Argo

Argo,



Lucifer’s Court | 64 

Geographia

Natural History,

Astronomical Elements



Otto Rahn | 65 



Lucifer’s Court | 66 



Puigcerda in Catalonia 

belote
Parzival,

Oraculo manual
ad majorem Dei gloriam:

I 



Lucifer’s Court | 68 

Let you be buried, knighthood, 
and that no more words tell of you! 
Mocked you are and without honor, 
no death has such little power, 
you are derided and ridiculed, 
the king revoked your legacy, 
and all your realm is deceit to be bought, 
and thus you are abolished! 
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I versify now a newly censured song 
That shall be heard on the Day of Reckoning. 
He, the One who had created us from nothing, 
To us, His gate should never be locked, 
And that the holy St. Peter guards it 
Serves Him the greatest dishonor. No: 
From qualifying strength 
Cheerful and laughing 
We gather within there! It seems to us an imperfect court,  
In it the courtiers laugh, whereas the others cry 
And He is also admired as a high lord. 
We quarrel if He resists our admittance. 
It would liken us to Him, an exclusive comparison of 

only piety: 
He created us, from where He has us taken! 





My thoughts speak all of love 
And in so many different musical manners. 
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He raised his gaze to the image of God, 
Whose love and tenderness frightened him. 
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While he thinks of what he did, of the bloodthirsty way  
in which he led the world, 

He looks intensely into the face in the image. 
A moth blocks the light 
And everything around him turns dark 
And silent because he poses no more questions to the  

image . . . 

The ruins collapse, the swords rattle, 
And the wild fire crackles savagely. 
He listens to how his name is cursed. 
When this horrible vision assaults him, 
He presses his conscience in his fist 
And mumbles impassively: Amen! Amen! 

No pope belongs to Lucifer’s court.



Otto Rahn | 99 

Ad majorem Dei gloriam.



Lucifer’s Court | 100 

It is! 
I look for divinity  
And stand at the gates of hell. But still I can 
Walk farther, plummet farther, be it also by flames. I must  

have a goal, 
A final goal! There is a path to heaven, 
Yet it leads through hell, at least 
For me! 
So mote it be, I dare it! 
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Love is neither man nor wife, 
It has no soul or body;  
Your essence remains to be invented. 
It cannot be compared 
And yet you can never reach 
God’s grace without it. 
Into false hearts she never goes, 
It only belongs to noble ones. 

And I once had, 
So God wills it, 
The last fall: 
I would begin as always, 
Leaving and climbing 
The last mountain. 
Whether ice or stone 
Or some falls pain us, 
We are the princes of this world 
And just want to be up there! 
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. . . So said all the people, we traveled 
In great heat. I will warn you: 
There we become relished earthly gods 
The Bernese spoke: “is now your affair also, 
It may happen. 
I am happy with it, 
My mountain that men never shall lose.” 
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Veni Creator Spiritus . . .

O Daughter 
Zion, Rejoice!
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Land where I was born, 
poor and naked land, 
Your ground is stony 
and your fields ungrateful. 
When I lead 
my old plow through it, 
I feel your soft heart beating in my arms. 
With you: It is my country! 
Land where I was born, 
poor and naked land, 
Your dark forests 
cry in the wind. 
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. . . For a long time it was a puzzle to me, 
how nature abides with you in your turn. 
And when I was yet a boy, my pious heart could avoid the 
complete corruption, while incorruptible intimate love  

hung on sun 
and ethers as messengers of all great, long-avenged nature; 
because I probably have felt in my fear that the heart’s  

free 
love of God would like to talk it over to common service  

and that I 
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should force it so as it. Away!I cannot see the man before  
me, 

the divine impelled like an industry, his face is false and  
cold and 

as dead as his Gods. What stand for it affected 
Pray now! 
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If one of us becomes tired, 
The others are awake for him. 
If one of us wants to doubt, 
The others who believe laugh. 

If one of us is to fall, 
The others stand for two, 
Because each fighter is a God, 
The comrades together. 



Worms 

When you look for the wells where Siegfried was killed,  
You shall be the right patron as well to still hear me say:  
There before the Odenwalde lies a village Odenhain;  
The well still flows there—there can be no doubt. 

Here Lady Krimhilde was buried—she wanted thus to have it— 
The dead Lord Siegfried for the second time: 
At Lärse near Muenster with great splendor and honor: 
There in a long casket lies the hero, so bold and sublime. 
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Then she lifts her bright plumage 
Homeward again to the high heaven. 
When Good Friday returns, 
The gift of the stone is admired anew . . . 

ghral.
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a sole nomen habens,
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“Hell, you call it?” asked Don Quixote. 
“Call it by no such name, for it does not deserve it, 

as you shall soon see.” 
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How beautiful shines the morning star, 
full of grace and truth of the Lord, 
arisen from Judah! 
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In this county, in Konrad’s time 
Many heretics abounded. 
Count Heinrich von Sayn was one. 
Indeed, he however converted. 
Also understood the times were 
Knights, priests, and awful people. 
Thereupon several turned themselves around 
Several to be burned with fire. 
Landgrave Kurt destroyed in the land 
All heretic schools where he found them. 
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