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KEY TRUTH

of God is holy the wh ich ye are Even so doth Chri st show in th e
Gospe l of S t Mat thew For i t i s no t ye that speak bu t the s i ri t of
your Fathe r that speaketh in you And S t J o n says in h i s epist le

n Thereby we know that we l ive in and he in u s for of h i s sp ir i t
he hath g iven unto us And S t Pau l says to the Gal t ians ecause
ye are sons of G od God hath sen t the sp iri t of h i s son in to your heart
c y ing Fa ther Father wh i ch you are to understand that you r
presen t t ion wh ich ye ake before the sons of J esus Chr i st con rms
the fa i th the preach ing of the Church of God accord ing as th e
d iv ine scr iptures g ive u s to understand For the people of God parted
i tse lf of old t i e fro i ts Lord God and i t arted it se lf fro the
counsel w i ll of i ts ho ly Father th rough decept ion by and
s ion to the ma l ign sp i ri ts And for these reasons and for many others
i t i s g iven us to unde rstand that the ho ly F ther des i res to have e rcy
on h i s peo le and to rece ive the in to peace and into h i s concord by
the adven t of h i s son J esu s Ch r i st of wh ich th i s i s the occas ion
For ye are here in resence of the d i sc ip les of Jesu s Chri s t in a lace
where there dwe l le th in sp i ri t the Father the Son and the H oly
Sp i ri t as here below i s shown t at you rece ive that ho ly prayer
wh ich the Lord Jesus Ch r i st gave unto h i s d isc iples to the end that
your prayers and ora isons b e hearkened un to by our H oly
Father For wh ich cau se ye ust understand if ye wou ld rece ive
that holy prayer that ye u st repen t of a l l your s ins and pardon a l l

For our Lord J esus Chri st sa id If ye p rdon not the i r
s ins ne i ther wi l your heaven ly Father pardon your s ins Further
ore behoves you to purpose in your heart s to keep that holy prayer
a l l through your l ifet i e if God sh l l g ive you grace to rece i e i t
accord ing to the custo of th e Church of God wi th chast i ty and wi t
tru th and wi th al l the o ther good ly v i rtues wh ich God shal l vouchsafe
unto you
For wh ich cause we pray the good Lord who gave to the d i sc iples
of J esus Ch ri st v i rtue to rece ive that ho ly prayer in s trength to give
you a l so grace to rece ive i t wi th strength and wi th reverence for h im
and for your sa lvat ion Farc i te nob i s

And then sha l l the e lder repea t the prayer and the bel iever shal l
fo l low i t And then sha l l the e lder say

Th i s holy p r yer we de l iver un to you that you may rece ive i t from
G od and from us and fro the Church and tha t ye have power
to say i t a l l the t i e of you r l ife by day and by n igh t a lone and in
co pany and that you may ne er ea t or r ink wi thou t rs t say ing
th i s prayer And i f ye o i t to so then i t shal l be incu ben t on
you to bear penance for the s me And he ust say I rece ive i t
fro God and fro you and fro the Church

And after that he shal l make h i s and g ive thanks
and then the Chri st ians shal l perform a doub le wi th and the
be l iever after them

P rh s n ing of wh i h d t th is r y
r so
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And if he needeth to be conso led wi thou t delay h im perform h i s
and take the book from the hand of the e lder And

the e lder shal l ad on ish and exhort with su i tab le tes t imon ies
and wi th such words as a And he sha l l say as
fo l lo s

Peter ye wou ld fa in rece ive the sp i r i tua l bapt i sm by wh ich i s
g iven the H oly Sp i r i t in the Church of with the ho ly prayer wi th
the i pos i t ion of the hands of the good O f th i s bapt ism our
Lo rd J esus Chri st sa i th in the Gospe l of S t at thew to h i s d i sc i les
Go ye and teach a l l nat ions and ba t i ze them in the name of the t t
Father and of the Son and of the H oly S i ri t And teach them to
keep a l l th ings wh i ch ha e com anded you And beho ld I wi th
you a lways even unto the end of the wo rld And in the Gospe l of
S t Mark he sa ith Go ye into a l l the wo rld pre ch the G os e l to
every creatu e And whoever sha l l be l ieve and sha l l be bapt i zed sha l l
b e saved but whoever shal l not be l ieve sha l l be conde ned And in
the Gospe l of S t J ohn he sa i th to icode us Veri ly veri ly I to n
thee that no one sh l l en ter the k ingdo of God un less he be reborn
of water and of the Ho ly Sp i r i t And J ohn the a t i st spoke of th i s
bapt is when he sa id O f a tru th I bapt i ze wi th water bu t he that i
co eth after me i s m igh t ier than I whose shoe string I am no t worthy
to t ie H e wi l l b pt i ze you wi th the H o ly Sp i r i t and with re And
J esus Chri st sa i th in the Acts of the Apos t les For of a truth John ts i
bapt i zed wi th water bu t ye shal l be bapt i zed wi th the Ho ly Sp i r i t
Th is ho ly pt ism by the i pos i t ion of hands was inst i tu ted by
J esus Chr is t accord ing to that wh ich S t Luke relates and he sai t
that h i s fr iends wrought i t even as S t Mark re la tes On the s ick
they sha l the i r hands and they sha l l be wel l And Anan ias
perfor d th i s bapt is on S t Pau l when he was converted and after
wards Pau l and arnabas perfor ed i t in any p laces And S t Pe ter
and S t J ohn perfor ed i t on the Sa r i tans For so does S t Luke
say in the Ac ts of the Apost le s hen the Apost les who were in t
J erusale heard th i s tha t S m ria rece ived the word of God they sen t
to the Peter and J ohn And they when they were co e prayed for
the that they ight rece ive the H o ly S iri t for as yet i t was no t
co e upon any one of them Then they la id the i r hands upon them
and they rece i ed the H o ly Sp i ri t Th is ho ly bapti s by wh i ch the
H oly Sp i r it i s given the Church of God hath kept i t from the Apost les
un t i l and i t hath passed fro good men to good men un t i l
the presen t and wi l l con t inue to do so un t i l the end of the world

i t l h r gi n of whi h b l i r o ld
i f l i d r i i i t ly ft r l st st t ion of Pr y r

ri t gi n for s i d i t ly fo l lowing
oo i s st i l s os d to lying on w i t lot for rod t on fr
is not r s rib d t r for i t l r dy th r

in i i i
d t nt ss od i si so l i hri t i

it ri And in l n t ion of word
b tis h r s d in t t ib id i osi

nn h b re ot t t l ios



t

ii

KEY TRUTH

And ye mus t understand tha t power i s iven to the Church of God
to loose and b ind and to pa rdon s ins and to reta in them as Christ
sa i th in the Gos e l of S t John As the Father hath sen t even so
send you hen he had sa id these th ings he b lew and said to
the ece ive the H o ly Sp i ri t Those whose s ins ye forg ive they
are pardoned them and those of whom ye shal l reta in them they are
reta ined And in the Gospe l of S t Matthew he sa id to S i on Peter
I say un to thee that thou art S i on Peter and on th i s rock I i l l
bu i ld my Chu rch and the gates of he l l shal l not have strength aga inst
i t And to thee I wi l l g ive the keys of the k ingdo of heaven And
whatsoever thou shal t b ind upon earth sha l l be bound in heaven and
whatsoever thou shal t unb ind earth shal l be unbound in heaven
And in another p lace he sa id to h i s d isc i les Veri ly I say unto you
that whatsoever ye b ind on earth sha l l be bound in heaven and what
soever ye shal l loose on earth shal l be loosed in heaven And g in
t ru ly I say un to you I f two of agree upon earth everyth ing
wh ich they ask shal l be done for them by Father who i s in
heaven For where there are two or th ree persons gathered together
in my na e I the re in the idst of the And in another p lace
h e sa id H ea l the s ick ra i se the dead c leanse the lepers cas t out
dev i ls And in the Gospe l of S t John he says H e that be l ieve th
in wil l do the works wh ich I do And in the Gospe l of S t Mark
he s ys t ose who shal l be l ieve these s igns sha ll fol low the
I n na e they sha l l cast ou t demons sha l l speak wi th new
tongues and sha l l take away se rpents and i f they d r ink anyth ing
orta l i t sh l l not hurt the On the s ick they shal l lay the i r
hands and they sh l l be we l l And in the Gospe l of S t Luke he
says ehold I have g iven you power to t read under foo t serpen ts
and scorp ions and a l l the power of the ene y and noth ing sha l l
har you

if ye wou ld rece ive th i s power or th i s po tency ye mus t need s
keep a l l the co and en ts of Chri st and of the N ew Testa en t
accord ing as ye can And know tha t he has co anded that a
shou ld not com i t a u l tery nor ho ic ide nor l ie nor swear any oath
nor p ick nor stea l nor do un to ano ther that wh i ch he wou ld not h ve
done unto h i se lf and that a shou ld pardon h im tha t doeth
wrong and that a love h i s ene ies and that a man pray for and
b less h is ca lu n iato rs and accusers and that to who s i tes h im on
one cheek he sha l l of er the other to who takes away h i s tun ic
he sha l l leave h is an t le that one udge no t nor conde n
a long wi th many o ther co an en ts wh i ch la id by the Lord
upon h i s Chu rch And equal ly ust you hate th i s world and i ts works
and the th ings wh ich are of i t Fo r S t J ohn says in h i s Ep ist le
much loved ones wi l l not to love the world nor any th ings wh ich are in
the world any one love the world the chari ty of the F ther i s no t
in For whatsoever i s in the world i s coveted of the esh and

d ig i n s or s hrist i ng in o s
Pri s n i n n ro or os

int r in t r s or
s s tis rob t l so i st ol l s

P i
h b t n i
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have sa id e igh t prayers these can be taken for a s i p le And if
they have s ixteen prayers they can be taken for a doub le And
i f they nd any property on the road they shal l no t touch i t un less
they know that they can return i t And if they see at once that peop le
have passed in front of the to whom i t m igh t be returned they sha l l
take and return i t if they can And if they cannot they shal l pu t i t
back where they found i t And i f they nd beas t or b ird taken they
shal l not troub le the se lves And if a Christ ian wou ld d r ink du r ing
the day t i e let have prayed to God twice or more t i es ter
eat ing And if after th e doub le of the n ight they drin let the do
another doub le And if there are bel ievers let the stand uprig t
when they say the prayer before d r ink And if a Ch r i st ian pray to
God wi th Chri st ian women let always gu ide the prayer And i f
a be l iever to whom the p rayer had been de l ivered was wi th the
Chri st ian wo en le t go apart and go through i t by h imse lf

I f the Chri st ian s to whom the serv i ce of the Church i s en trusted
rece ive a essage from a bel iever who i s s ick they must go to h im
and must ask priv i ly how he has behaved towards the Church
s ince he rece ived the fa i th and whether he i s in augh t indebted to the
Chu rch or har ed i t And i f he owes augh t and can pay i t he
sha l l do so And if he wil l not do so he i s no t to be rece ived For
if one prays God for a who i s un ust or i s loyal such prayer
cannot ava i l A t the sa e t ime i f he cannot pray he i s not to be
re ected
And the Christ ians must show h im the abs t inence and the customs
of the Church And then they must ask in case he be rece ived
if he has the m ind to keep t e And he must not prom i se if he be
no t rm ly reso lved to do so S t ohn says that the part of l iars
wil l be in a l ke of re and su lphu r And if h e says that he feel s h im
se lf strong enoug to suf er a l l th i s abst inence and i f the Christ ians
are agreed to rece ive h im they sha l l lay upon abst inence in such
wi se as to h im if he i s inded to keep h i se lf fro ly ing and
swearing and from a l l e l se forb id en by God and to eep the cus to s
of the Church and commandments of God and to keep h is heart and
h i s property such as he has them now or shal l have in the fu ture at
the beck and cal l of God and of the Church and at the serv ice of
Chri st ian and women for ever henceforth so far as he can And
if he answer Yes they shal l rep ly Th i s ab st inence do we lay upon
you for you to rec ive i t from and fro u s and from the Church
and to keep i t so long as you l ive for i f you keep i t we l l a long wi th
the o thers wh ich you have to d i scharge we have hope that you r sou l
w il l h ve l ife And he sha l l answer I rece ive i t of God and of you
and of the Church
And then sh l l they ask i f h e wi shes to rece ive the prayer and
i f he s ys Yes they shal l dress h im in a sh i rt and breeches if i t can
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be done and they shal l arrange to hold h im s i t t ing up if he can ra i se
h is hands And they shal l lay a napk in or another c loth before h im
on the bed And on th i s c loth they shal l set the book and shal l say
once and three t imes

Sanc tu And he must take the book from hand of the
e lder And then if he can wa i t he that conducts the serv i ce shal l
ad on i sh and preach to h im fro su i tab le tes t i on ies And
then he sha l l ask wi th regard to the covenan t i f he has i t in h i s
heart to guard and keep i t accord ing as he has covenan ted And i f
he says Yes they shal l ake h im con r the sa e And then they
must pass un to the prayer and he sh l l fo l low i t And then let
the e lder say to Th i s i s the prayer wh ich J esu s Chri st brough t
in to th is world and he taught i t to the good And never shal l
ye eat or dr ink anyth ing wi thou t rst say ing th i s prayer And if ye
are rem i ss there in then ye must need do pen i tence for the sa e H e
sha l l I rece ive i t fro God and fro you and from the Church
And then let the sa lu te l ike a woman And then they us t
pray God wi th a doub le and wi th and then they ust relay
the book before And then he ust say three t imes

Sanc tu And then le t h im take the
book from the hand of the e lder and the elder mus t ad on ish h im
with test i o ies and wi th such words as the
And then the e lder mus t ask h im if he has i t in h i s heart to keep
and guard the covenan t as he has covenanted to and he shal l cause

to con rm i t
And then the e lder must take the boo and the s i c us t bow
h i s head and say arc i te nob i s For a l l my s ins of deed or word or
though t I ask pardon of God and of Church and of you al l And
the Chr i st ians us t say God and by u s and by the Church may
they be pardoned thee and we pray to pardon thee And then
they ust conso le by lay ing the i r hands and the book on h i s
head and say ened ic i te nob i s A en iat nob i s
dum verbum tuu Pater F i l ius Sp ir i tus Sanctus vob i s
omn ia peccata vestra Sanc

three t i es and then Pater tuum in
tua iust i t ia m i t te tuam Sanctum tuum super

And if i t be a wo an they sha l l say Pater
lam tua in tua iust it ia i t te t a Sanctum
tuu super eam

And then le t the pray to God wi th the prayer and they ust say
in vo i ce the And when the has been sa id
they must say three t i es
Sanctu and the prayer once out loud and then the Gospe l And
when the Gospe l i s sa id they must say three t imes

F i l ium Sanctum and the prayer once ou t
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loud And then le t them sa lute her l ike a man And then they
mus t pe rfor the peace a ong he se lves and wi th the book And
if there be be l ievers ale or fe a le presen t le t the pe form the
pe ce And then the Chri s t ians us t ask for sa lv t ion and depart
And if the s i ck person d ie and leave them or g ive the anyth ing

they must not keep i t for the se lves nor go with i t bu t they us t
put i t at the d ispos i t ion of the order H owever i f the s i ck person
l ives the Chri st ians ust presen t h im to the order and pray that he
conso le h i se lf afresh as early as he can and let do so of h i s
own free wi l l

O P ION I OI ON

From
Pari s N ot ice sur deux Anc iens Manuscri ts F par M P
Meyer p I n a French ve rs ion ade abou t of P ierre de
Vaux de Cerna i the M S La
C layette p has the fo l lowing

uan t aucuns se en la fo i des hereges c i l qu i l i
A i s se tu veu s estre des m ien s que tu

tou te fo i de o e la Lors l i l i
hereges Sa in t des bon s ho es pu i s l i
par de x en la bouche pu i s Or a la qu i l i

te st p i z es ch ief de l o ie
tu que ce le te pu i sse

sauver ou tu fus bap t i s iez cro i
que l i te i s t en la tes te
i te l man iere l i herege l i les au t res

to t sacre ent lo rs l i tu i t a in sur la teste
b i sen t de robe no i re lors en avan t est aus i

com uns autres

The correspond ing La t in tex t i s as fol lows

uando se i l le d ic i t qu i Am ice
s i v i s esse de tot i qua tenet omana
ecc les ia E rgo Sanctum a
bon i s tunc asp i rat in ore xi x
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