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PREFACE

I)1rING the final period of his life covered by this fifth volume of
clected letters, Howard Phillips Lovecraft (1890-1937) continued to
icuide quietly with his aunt in Providence, Rhode Island under cir-
cumistances of dwindling finances, deteriorating health, and diminished
‘reative production. Lovecraft completed only two stories during these
Il three years, although one of them, the 1934 nouvelle The Shadow
"t of Time, unquestionably ranks among his finest endeavors. The
other story, The Hawnter of the Dark, was finished in November 1935,
nul three months later Lovecraft expressed his sense of artistic enerva-
tion in a letter to E. Hoffmann Price: "I don’t know that there’s much
oo in further | fictional | experimentation. I'm farther from doing what
I want to do than I was twenty years ago. The peculiar faculty which
tlickwood and Dunsany possess simply isn’t mine.” On several previ-
ons occasions during his lifetime, H. P. Lovecraft had resolved "to

rite no more tales” ; this time, his worsening intestinal ailment would
nsure that the promise be kept.

Despite his own dissatisfaction with past literary efforts, the con-
tnmuing publication of Lovecraft’s later work by Weird Tales and
Iwonnding Stories merely enhanced his stature as a fantaisiste, even
vInle the discouraged scrivener himself virtually had ceased to compose
new stories. Many youthful admirers and aspiring authors began to
/rite to the scholatly recluse in Providence, and as his correspondence
morcased from five to sometimes ten letters each day, he was forced to

pend ever more creative energy simply attempting to accommodate
this expanding epistolary program. Lovecraft’s extraordinary erudition
md fabulous memory made him a legendary letter writer as he corre-
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sponded regularly with such old friends as James F. Morton, August
Derleth, Robert Bloch, Elizabeth Toldridge, and Robert H. Barlow;
with his three peers among contributors to Weird Tales, Clark Ashton
Smith, Robert E. Howard, and C. L. Moore; and with such new
acquaintances as Henry Kuttner, Virgil Finlay, Fritz and Jonquil Leiber,
Kenneth Sterling, and others.

The range of subjects represented in this final group of letters will
confirm that to the very end of his life, Lovecraft remained the seeker
after truth; his unbounded intellectual curiosity continued to explore
realms of literature, philosophy, history, science, and as America
entered more deeply into the great depression, economic and political
theory. This last category became an insistent epistolary preoccupation
with Lovecraft during the 1930s and constitutes a veritable reversal of
his early position on such matters. In 1914, Lovecraft had joined the
United Amateur Press Association and soon began to publish his own
magazine, The Conservative. An editorial from the July 1919 issue of
this journal will serve to suggest Lovecraft’s political and economic at-
titudes as a young man:

Bolshevism

The most alarming tendency observable in this age is a growing disregard

for the established forces of law and order . . . long-haired anarchists arc
preaching a social upheaval which means nothing more or less than a re-
version to savagery or mediaeval barbarism. . . . The prescent agitation

undoubtedly arises from false beliet in the possibility of a radically altered
social order. The workers who strike, and the shouters who incite to crime,
are obviously possessed of the notion that the property of the wealthy could
practicably be shared with them. . . . We need a new Mcenenius Agrippa
to proclaim and demonstrate widely the total fallacy of such an illusion. Our
present social order, whilst capable of some degree of liberalisation, is the
product of the natural development of human relations. It is not ideal, nor
could anything on earth be ideal—Dbut it is inevitable. Just as long as some
men are more intelligent than others, so long will there be inequality of
wealth. The type of persons who indulge in strikes and socialism seem never
to realise how much they depend on the brains of their hated "economic
masters.’’

While Lovecraft at no time during his life advocated a communistic
reign of the proletariat, he did become, a mere fifteen years after
writing the above words, a confirmed liberal who envisioned a form of
fascistic socialism entailing government ownership of industry, arti-
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honally allocated employment, regulated salaries and old age pensions,
md similar measures.
l.ovecraft's essential character and convictions had been determined
through childhood residence with his maternal lineage, the proud
lthode Island Phillips family, which during the rgoos had declined
from its position of economic and social eminence to a state of genteel
poverty and obscurity. The adult Lovecraft never accepted his resultant
tatus as a member of the working class, however, but instead re-
muined, within the material compromises imposed upon him by the
cuigencies of his economic circumstances, a staunch defender of the
t1aditional values of his old family. His editorial from The Conservative
thus reflects a theory of social order involving a “natural aristocracy”—
i ancestral group of landed or moneyed gentlemen whose superior
micllectual and cultural attainments rendered them fitted to serve in a
henignly paternalistic manner as the inevitable leaders of society.
lLovecraft maintained this aristocratic attitude until the economic
riisis of the 1930s forced a radical reevaluation of his position: “Being
1 convinced feudalist |before the depression|, I believed that the great
dustries . . . would have the sense to handle the growing problem of
human displacement themselves. I thought they would recognize the
revolutionary peril of the unemployed millions of the future, and would
luntarily curtail profits enough to spread work among more men. . . .
I assumed that the funded proprietor of the future would come to feel
the same basic responsibilities as those felt by the landed proprietor of
Ihe past— and that eventually the great accumulations of wealth would
once more breed a real gentry with non-acquisitive interests and a true
ihility to use cultivated leisure to advantage. I now see how tragically 1
overestimated the rationality of the plutocrat. Instead of the benign
weitocrat T had looked for, we had only the 'let "em starve’ profit-
hylock of the Hoover era!” His faith in unrestricted capitalism having
faltered, Lovecraft proposes instead the comprehensive fascistic control
ol national resources, administered by a small group of technical experts
under the imprimatur of state socialism. “Commercial aims and ideals
ne the death of rationality and beauty in life. . . . Socialism of some
l'md is essential to any genuine, profound, and humane civilisation
competitive plutocracy must be dethroned. The only decent govern-
ment is one which keeps economic affairs within its control; assuring
livelihood to all, and preventing the waste of competitive effort. It




XXXVI SELECTED LETTERS

ought to be administered by a small board of highly trained executives
with centralised power, ... and chosen by the votes of such citizens as
can pass a certain reasonable set of mental, scholastic, and cultural
examinations.”

Passages such as the preceding pervade the Lovecraft letters of this
period as an insistently reiterated admonition; his socialistic vision even
receives fictional treatment as Lovecraft thus describes the past history
of the transgalactic Great Race of Yith in his nouvelle, The Shadou
out of Time:

The Great Race seemed to form a single, loosely knit nation or league, with
major institutions in common, though there were four definite divisions.
The political and economic system of each unit was a sort of fascistic social-
ism, with major resources rationally distributed, and power delegated to a
small governing board elected by the votes of all able to pass certain educa-
tional and psychological tests. . . . Industry, highly mechanized, demanded
but little time from each citizen; and the abundant leisure was filled with in-
tellectual and aesthetic activities of various sorts. The sciences were carried
to an unbelievable height of development, and art was a vital part of life. . . .

“And art was a vital part of life. . . .” Even more than the capitalistic
system of his age, Lovecraft despised its accompanying culture of cal-
culative acquisitiveness, its mercantile mockery of the genteel tradition,
its bourgeois debasement of all human endeavor. While Lovecraft's
liberal socialism appears a dramatic departure from his cultural back-
ground, he in essence was proposing government by a technically
trained intellectual aristocracy which would restore the old values as-
sociated with the world he had lost. ““What I used to respect was not
really aristocracy, but a set of personal qualities which aristocracy then
developed better than any other system ... a set of qualities, however,
whose merit lay only in a psychology of non-calculative, non-competi-
tive disinterestedness, truthfulness, courage, and generosity fostered
by good education, minimum economic stress, and assumed position,
and just as achievable through socialism.” 1f the dispossessed dreamer
had spent much of his life cultivating an autistic existence in the
antient New England of his forebears, H. P. Lovecraft at the end had
his eyes on the future—to a world paternalistically guided by a new
intellectual aristocracy, a world purged of the prevailing obsession with
material struggle, and a world in which, once again, "art was a vital
part of life.”
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Although Lovecraft had never been a robust individual, his health
radually declined during 1936, and by the early months of the follow-
my year he was seriously ill indeed with<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>