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EoH B
AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION
TO VOLUME THE SECOND.

KNOW not, whether among the mul-

titude of interefting objefs which hif-
tory offers to our:reflettion, there are any
more worthy to engage our thoughts, than
t ¢ different Religions which have appeared
with fplendour in the world.

It is on this ftage, if I may be allowed
the "expreflion, that men are reprefented,
as they really are; that their charatters are
diftin@ly marked and truly exhibited. Here
they difplay all the foibles, the paflions
and wants of the heart; the refources, the
powers and the imperfections of the mind.

It is only by ftudying the different Reli-
gions that we become {enfible how far our
natures are capable of being debafed by
prejudices, or elevated, even above them-
felves, by found and folid principles. If

Yor. II, ; a the
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the human heatt is a profound abyfs, the
Religions that have prevailed in the world
have. brought to light its moft hidden fe~
crets: They alone have imprinted on the
heart all the forms it is capable of receiv-
ing.  They triumph over every thing that
has been deemed moft effential to our na-
ture. In thort it has been owing to them
that man has been either a Brute or an
Angel.

This.is not all the advantage of this
.ftudy: Without it our knowledge of man-
kind muft be extremely fuperficial. Who
knows not the influence which Religion has
on manners and laws ? Intimately blended,
as it were, with the original formation of
different nations, it directs and governs all
their thoughts and afions. In one place
we fee it enforcing and {upporting defpo-
tifm ; in another reﬂrammg it ¢ It has con-
flituted the very foul and fpirit of more
than one republic. Conquerors have fre~
quently been unable to deprefs it, ¢ even’
by force; and it is generally either the foul
to animate or the arm to exccute the ope-
rations of politics.

Religion alls by fuch prefling motives,
and {peaks fo ftrongly to mens moft impor-
tant and deareft interefls, that where it
happens not to be analagous to the national
charadter of the people who have adopted

6 it;
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it 3 it will foon give them a charaGer aina-
logous to its own :” One of thefe two forces
muft unavoidably triumph over the other,
- and become both of them blended and com-
bined together; as two rivers when united,
form a common ftream, which rapidly bears
down all oppofition.

But in this multitude of Religions, all
are not equally worthy of our refearch.
There are, among fome barbarous nations,
Creeds without ideas, and pradices without
any object; thefe have at firft been dictated
by fear, and afterward continued by mere
mechanical habit. A fingle glance of the
eye thrown upon fuch Religions as thefe,
is fufficient to fhow us all their relations
and dependencies.

The thinking part of mankind, ‘muft
have’ obje@s more relative to themfelves ;
they will never put themielves in the place
of a.Samoiede or an Algonquin: "Nor be-=
ftow much attention upon the wild and
unmeaning fuperflitions of : barbarians, fo
little known and unconnefted with them~
felves.  But as for thefe parts of the world,
which we ourfelves mhab1t, or have under
our own immediate view; to know fome-
thing of the Religions which once prevailed
here and influenced the fate of thefe coun-
tries, cannot {urely be decimed uninterefting
or unimportant. 2

a2 Two
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Two* principal Religions for many ages
divided between -them all thefle countriesy
which are now blefled with Chriftianity : Can
we comprehend theobligations we owe to the
Chriftian Religion, if we are ignorant froms
what principles and from what opinions it
has delivered us ?

I well know that men find employment
enough in defcribing, one of  thefe two fyf-
ftems; viz. that of the Greeks and Romans.
How many books on their ancient mytho-
logy hath not that Religion occafioned ¥
There have been volumes written upon the
Hittle petty Divinities adored only in one
fingle village; or accidentally named by
fome ancient author : The moft trivial cir-
cumftances, the moft inconfiderable monu-
ments of the worthip prefcribed by that

* Our, Author fays
Two RELIGIONS, mean-
ing, 1. The Polytheifm of

‘ThePolytheifmofGrEECE
and RoMmE, &c. 2. The
Druidical Religion of the

GRrEECE and RoME, and,
2. The Druidical Reli-
gion of the CELTs : which
Jaft he erroncoufly fup-
pofes to be the fame with
the Polytheifm of the Scan-
dinavians of GoTHIC
Race. The truth is, the
ancient Pagan Religions of
Europe may be claffed
more properly thus. 1.

CeLTIC nations. 3. The
Polytheifm of the Tew-
ToNic and GoTHIC na-
tions. 4. The Pagan Re-
ligionof theScrLavonian
pations. And, 5. The
low wretched Superftitions
of the more northern fa-
vages, viz. The LAPLAN-
DERs, Fins, GREEN-
LANDERS, &c. T.

Religion
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Religion have occafioned whole folios:
And yet we may perhaps, with reafon af-
{ert, that a work which fhould endeavour
to unfold the fpirit, and mark the influence
of that Religion in a moral and political
view, is yet wanted,

Neverthelefs that Religion only extended
itfelf in- Europe over Greece and Italy.
How indeed could it take root among the
conquered nations, who hated the Gods of
Rome both as foreign Deities, and as the
Gods of their mafters? That Religion then
fo well known among us, that even our
children ftudy its principal tenets, was con-
fined within very narrow bounds, ‘while
the major part of Gaul, of Britain, Ger~
many and Scandinavia uniformly cultivated
another very different, from time imme-
morial. .

The Europeans may reafonably call this
CevLTIic * worfhip, the Religion of their

fathers ;

-~

* <« Tt lictle imports ¢ mental do&rines, in all
that the learned ftile ¢¢ thefe countries: As I
¢ this Religion in France, * here all along confider
“ the GAULIsH; inEng- ¢ itina general light, I
¢ land, the BriTism; ¢ ufe the'word CiLTIC
¢ in Germany, the GER-  as the moft univerfal
¢ ManIc, &c. Itis now - ¥ term, without entering
¢ allowed to have been ¢ into the difputes to
¢ the fame, at leaft with ¢ which this word hath
sefpeét to the fupda- ¢ given rife, and which

: a3 ¢ proceed,
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fathers ; Italy itfelf having reccived intq
her bofom more than one conquering na-

tion who profeffed it.

¢ proceed, in my opi-
¢¢ pion, from men’s not
£ underﬁandmg one an-
¢<_other,”

{Thus far. our ingeni-
ous Author, who having
been led by Pelloutier and
Keyflar into that funda-
mental error (which has
been the ftumbling-block
‘of modern antiquaries)
viz. Thatthe Crrzs and
Gor us were the fame peo
plc, fu“ﬂofcs that the
Dru:dxml fyftem  cf the
CELTIC nations, was upi-
formly the fame with the
Polvtheifm of the nations
of G THIC Race: Than
which there cannot be a
greater miltake in jtfelf,
nor a greater fource of
confufion in all our re-
fearches into the antiqui-
ties of the European na-
tions. The firt inhabi-
tants of Gaul and Biirain,
being of CerTic Race,
followed the Droidical fu-
perftitions.  T'be ancient.
Germaios, Scaadinavisns,
&c. being of Gornic
Race, profcffed that fyf-
pem of  Polytheifm, after-

This is the Religion

wards delivered in the
Eppa: And the Franks
and: Saxons, who after-
wards fettled in Gaul and
Britain, being of Go-
TH:C Race, introduced
the Polytheifm of their

-own nation, which was

in general the fame with
what prevailed among all
the other GorHigorTEU-
TONIC people, viz. the
Germans, Scandinavians,
&e.

After all it is to be ob-
ferved, in favour of our
Author's general courfe of
reafoning: that in Gaul
and Pritaia, and’in many
other coiintries, innume-
rable reliques both of the
Cectic and GoTHIC fu-
perflitions, are {till dif-
cernable among the com-
mon people; as the pre-
fept inhabitants of thole
countries deme their de-
fcent * equally from the
Goris and CE.Ts, who
at different times were
malters of thefe kingdoms,
and whofe’de{cendants are
now {o blended and min-
gled together. ] .

which
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which they would probably ftill ‘have cul-
tivated had they been left for ever to them-
felves, and continued plunged in their
original darknefs : This is the Religion,
which (if I may be allowed to fay {o) our
climate, our conflitutions, our very.wants
are adapted to and. infpire: For who can
deny, but that in the falfe religions, there
are a thoufand things rclative .to thefe dif-
ferent obje@ts? It is, in fhort, this Reli~
gion, of which Chriftianity (though after
a long confli&, it triumphed over it) could
never totally eradicate the veftiges.

‘We may realonably inquire how it comes
to pafs that the Paganifm of Greece and
Rome’ ingroffes all our attention, while
there are {fo few, even among, the learned,
who have any notion of the Religion I am
fpeaking of ¢ Hath this preference been
owing to any natural {uperiority either in
the precepts or worfhip of thefe learncd
nations * Or do they afford fubje@s for
more fatisfaltory refearches than thofe of
the northern nations ! What indeed are
they, after all, but a chaos of indiftinc
and confufed opinions, and of cuftoms in~
difcriminately borrowed and picked up from
all other religions, void of all conneCion
and coherence ; and where, amidft eternal
" contraditions and obfecurities, ‘one has fome
difficulty to trace out a few bright rays of

a4 reafon
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- reafon and genius ? 'What was this Reli=
gion, but a rude and indigefted fyitem,
wholly compofed of fuperftitious ceremo~
nies, directed by blind fear, without any
fixed principles, withouta fingle view for the
good of humanity, without rational confo-
Jations, which, although in fome circum~
ftances it might arreft the hand, wholly
abandoned the heart to all its weaknefles ?
Who can be afraid of finding among the
moft favage nations ideas of Religion more
difgraceful to human nature, than thefe ?

But perhaps the Grecian Mythology may
have been ftudied, in order to difcover the
origin of many cuftoms fiill exifting in Eu-
rope ! It cannot indeed be denied, but that
it is often neceffary to recur thither, in or-
der to.explain fome peculiarities of our
manners, of which it is eafier to difcover
the caufe, than to afcertain the reafon.

But doth not a knowledge of the Reli-
gions profeffed by the ancient Celtic ¢ and
¢ Gothic’ nations-lead to difcoveries of the
fame kind, and perhaps to others ftill more
interefting ? One generation imitates the
preceding; the fons inherit their fathers
fentiments, and whatever change time may
effe&, the manners of a nation always re-
tain traces of the opinions profefled by its
firft founders. Moft of the prefent nations
of Europe derive their origin ¢ cither’ from

the
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the Celts ¢ or Goths,” and the fequel of this
work will thow, perhaps, that their opi-
nions, however obfolete, ftill fubfift in the
effefts which they have produced. May
not we efteem of this kind (for example)
that love and admiration for the profef-
fion of arms, which was carried among us
even to fanaticifm, and which for many
ages incited the Europeans, mad by fyftem
and fierce through a point of honour, to
fight, with no other view, but merely for
the fake of fighting? May not we refer
to this fource, that remarkable attention and
refpe& which the nations of Europe have
paid to the fair fex, by which they have
been fo long the arbiters of glorious ac-
tions, the aim and the reward of great
exploits, and that they yet enjoy a thou-'
fand advantages which every where elfe are
referved for the men? Can we not explain
from thefe Celtic ¢ and Gothic’ Religions,
how, to the aftonifhment of pofterity, judi-
ciary combats and ordeal proofs were ad-
mitted by the legiflature of all Europe ;
and how, even to the prefent time, the
people are ftill infatuated with' a belief of
the power of Magicians, Witches, Spirits,
and Genii, concealed under the earth or in -
the waters, &ec. ?
In fine, do we not difcover in thefe re-
ligious opinions, that {ource of the marvel-
loys
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Jous with which our anceftors filled their
Romances, a fyftem of wonders unknown
to the ancient Claffics, and but little inve-
fligated even to this day; wherein we fee
Dwarfs and Giants, Fairies and Demons
a&ing and direGing all the machinery with
the moft regular conformity to certain cha-
raders which they always fuftain,

- What reafon then can be affigned, why
the ftudy of ¢ thefe ancient Celtic and Gothic
¢ Religions’ hath been fo much neglected ?
One may, I fancy, be immediately found
in the idea conceived of the Celts ¢ and
¢ Goths’ in general, and efpecially ‘of the
Germans and Scandinavians. They are
indifcriminately mentioned under the title of
Barbarians, and this word, once {poken, is
believed to include the whole that can be
faid on the fubje. ‘There cannot be a
more commodious method of difpenfing
with a ftudy, which is not only confidered
as not very agreeable, but alfo as aﬁ’ording
but little fatisfaction. Were this term to

* be admitted in its firiceft fenfe, it thould

not even then excufe our intire difregard of
2 people, whofe exploits and inflitutions
make {o confiderable a figure in our hiftory.
But oughtthey, after all, to be reprefented as
a troop of favages, barely of a human form,
ravaging and deftroying by mere brutal in-
ftin&, and totally devoid of all notions of

; religion,
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religion, pohcy, virtue and-decorum ? Tg
this the idea Tacitus gives us of them, who,
though born and educated in ancient Rome,
profefled that in many things ancient Ger-
“many was the obje& of his admiration and
envy. I will not deny but that they were
very far from poflefling that politenefs,
knowledge and tafle which excite us to
fearch with an earneftnefs almoft childifh,
amid the wrecks, of what by way of ex~
cellence, we call ANTIQUITY; but allow-
ing this its full value, muft we carry it fo
high, as to refufe to beftow the leaft atten-
tion on another kind of Antiquities ; which
may, if you pleafe, be called Barbarous,
but to which our manners, laws and go-~
vernments perpetually refer ?

The ‘fludy of the antient Celtic ¢ and
¢ Gothic’ Religions hath not only appeared
~devoid of bloffoms and of fruits; it hath
‘been fuppofed to be replete with difficul-
~ties of every kind. - The Celtic Religion,
it is well known, forbad its followers to
divulge its myfteries in writing * » and this
prohibition, ditated either by ignorance
or by idlencfs, has but too well taken effet.
The glimmering rays faintly {cattered among

* 8o Cafar relates of ¢ (Carmina fiil.) Litteris
the Britifh Droids, ¢ Ne-  ¢¢ mandare.”-——De Bell.
< gue fas effe exiftimant ¢a Gall, lib. 6. 13.

the
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the writings of the Grecks and Romans,
have been believed to be the fole guides
in this enquiry, and from thence naturally
. arofe a diftafle towards it. Indeed, to fay
nothing of the difficulty of uniting, cor-
recting and reconciling the different pafia-
ges of ancient authors, it is well known
that mankind are in no inftance fo little
inclined to do juftice to one another, as in
what regards any difference of Religion.
And what fatisfaltion can a lover of truth
find in a courfe of reading wherein igno-
rance and partiality appear in every line ?
Readers whe require folid information and
exadt ideas, will meet with little fatisfac-
tion from thefe Greek and Roman authors,
however celebrated. © Divers circumftances
‘may create an allowed prejudice againft
them, We find that thofe nations who
pique themfelves moft on their knowledge
and politenefs, are generally thofe, who
entertain the falfeft and moft injurious no-~
tions of foreigners. Dazzled with their
own {plendor, and totally taken up with
felf-contemplation, they eaflily perfuade
. themfelves, that they are the only fource
of every thing good and great. To this
we may attribute that habit of referring
every thing to their own manners and cu-
ftoms which anciently charatterized the
Grecks and Romans, and caufed them to

i find
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find MERCURY, MARs and PLUTO, theis
own Deities and their own do&trines, among
a people who frequently had never heard
them mentioned.

But even if there were no caufe to dif~
truft the contemptuous and hafty relations,
which the ancients have left us of their
barbarous neighbours ; and even if the little
they have told us were exad, do their writ-
ings after all contain wherewith to intereft us
on the fubjet of the Celtic ¢ or Gothic’ doc~
trines ? Cana few words defcribing the exte=
rior worfhip of a religion teach us its {pirit?
Will they ‘difcover the chain, often con-~
cealed, which unites and conne@s all its
different tenets, precepts and forms? "Can,
they convey to us an idea of the fentiments
which {uch a religion implanted in the foul,
or of the powerful afcendancy which it
gained over the minds of its votaries. We
can affuredly learn nothing of all this in
Cefar, Strabo or Tacitus, and how then
can they intereft or engage fuch readers,
as only efteem in learning and erudition,
what enlightens the mind with real know-
ledge?

It is only from the mouths of its own
profeflors that we can acquire a juft know=-
ledge of any Religion. All other interpre-
ters are here unfaithful; fomstimes con-
demuing and afperfing what they explain}

and
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and often venturing to explain what theg
do not underftand. They may, it is true,
give a clear account of {ome fimple dog-
mas ; butareligion is chiefly charaGerized
and diftinguifhed by the fentiments it in-
. fpires; and can thefe fentiments be truly
reprefented by a third perfon, who has ne-
ver felt the force of them ?

In order then to draw from their prefent
obfcurity the ancient Celtic ¢ and Gothic’
Religions, which are now as unknown, as
they were formerly extenfively received,
we muft endeavour (if we can) to raife up
before us thofe ancient Poets who were the
Theologues of our forefathers: We muft
confult them in perfon, and hear them (as
it were) in the coverts of their dark um-
_brageous forefts, chant forth thofe facred
and myfterious hymns, in which they
comprehended the whole fyftem of their
Religion and Morality. Nothing of mo-
ment would then evade our fearch ;  fuch
informations as thefe would diffufe real
light over the mind: The warmth, the flile
and tone of their difcourfes, in fhort, every
thing would then concur ‘to explain their
meaning, to put us in the place of the au-
thors themfelves, and to make us enter into
their own fentiments and notions.

But why do we form_ vain and idle
awithes 2 Inflead of meeting with thofe

3 pocms
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poems themfelves, we only find lamenta«
tions for their lofs. Of all thofe verfes of
the ancient Druids, which their youths fre«
quently employed twenty years to learn ¥,
we cannot now recover a fingle fragment,
or the {lighteft relique. The devaftations
of time, and a falfe zeal, have been equally
fatal to them 1n Spam, France, Germany
and England. This is granted, but thould
we not then rather look for their monuments
in countrics, later converted to Chriftia-
nity £ - If the poems, of. which we {peak,
have been ever committed to writing; fhall
we not more probably find them pre-~
ferved in the north, than where they muft
have firuggled for five or fix centuries
more aganft the attacks of time and
fuperflition ?  This is no conjecture; it
is what has really happened. We a&u-

ally poflefs fome of thefe Odes'+, which

*  Cefar, mentioning .

the Britith Druids, fays,
€ Magnum bt numerum
¢ werfuum edifiere dicun-
& furs Itﬂqt(e nonnulli an-
€ nes vicenos m difciplind
¢ permanent.”  De Bell.
Gall. 6, 13.

1 Here again our au-
thor falls into the nnfor-

are

tunate mifltake of con-
founding the CELTIC and
GorTHIc Antiquities. The
CeLrTic Odes of the Dru-
ids are for ever loft ; bue
we happily poffefs the Ru-
Nic Songs of the Gothic
Scalds: Thefe kowever
have nothing in common
with the Druid Odes, nor
contribute to throw, the

leatt



{ xvi)

are fo much regretted, and a very large
work extra&ted from a multitude of others.
This extrat'was compiled many centuries
ago by an author well known, and who
was near the fountain head; it is written
in a language not unintelligible, and is
preferved in a great number of manufcripts
which carry inconteftible chara&ers of an-
tiquity. ‘This extract is the book called
the Eopa ; the only monument of its kind ;
fingular in its contents, and fo adapted to
throw light on the hiftory of our ancient
opinions and manners, that it is amazing
it fhould remain fo long unknown beyond
the confines of Scandinavia.

To confels the truth, this work is™ not
devoid of much difficulty ; but the obfcu-
rity of it is not abfolutely impenectrable,
and when examined by a proper degree of
critical ftudy, affifted by a due knowledge
of the opinions and manners of the other
¢ Gothic * nations, will receive fo much
light, as that nothing very material will
efcape our notice. The moft requifite pre-
parative for the well underflanding this

leaft light on the Druidi- ancefors; in the difco-
cal Religion of the Celtic very of which we are no
nations :  But. then they lefs interefted, than ia
are full as valuable, for that of the other. b
. they unfold the whole Pa-

gan fyftem of our Gothic * Celriques. - Fr.

work,
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work, but which hath not always been ob-
ferved, is to enter as much as poffible into
the views of its Author, and to tranfport
ourfelves, as it were, into the midft of the
people for whom it was written.

It may be eafily conceived, that the Eppa
firtt written in Iceland, but a fhort time
after the Pagan Religion was abolithed
there, muft have had a different ufe from
that of making known do@rines, then
fearcely forgotten. I believe, that on an
attentive perufal of this work, its true pur-
pofe cannot be miftaken. The Eppa then
was neither more nor lefs than a Courfe of
Poetical Letures, drawn up for the ufe of
fuch young Icelanders as devoted themfelves
to the profeflion of Scald or PorT. Inthis
art, as in others, they who had firft diftin-
guithed themfelves, in proportion as they
became ancients, acquired the right to be
imitated fcrupuloufly by thofe who came
after them, and fometimes even in things
the moft arbitrary. The inhabitants of the
north, accuftomed to fee OpiN and Frig-
Ga, Genir and FAIrRieEs make a figure
in their ancient poctry, expected ftill to find
their names retained in fuccceding Poems,
to fee them a&, and to hear them f{peak
agreeably to the ideas they had once formed
of their characers and fun&ions. From
the fame cuftom it arifes, that in our Col-

Vor. I, b leges
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leges, fuch as write Latin poetry cannot to
this day rob their verfes of the ornamental
afliftance of ancient Fable: DBut at the ex-
pence of reafon, tafte, and even Religion,
we fee facred and profane Mythology jum-
bled together ; and falfe Gods and Angels,

" Nymphs and Apoftles in friendly converfe.

If our Icelanders have not given into thefe
abufes, they at leaft, for a long time, com-
poled their poetry in the old tafte, and I
am even aflured that, at this day, the verfes
that are compofed in Iceland often preferve

Atrong traces of it. A knowledge of the

¢ ancient Runic ** Mythology continuing
thus neceflary for the purpofes of poetry,
it would eafily occur to a lover- of that
art, to compile a kind of DiQionary of
the Figurative Expreflions employed by
the ancient ScALDs; with which the fuc-
ceeding Bards were as fond of embellithing
their works as our modern Latin Poets are
of patching theirs with the fhreds of Ho-
race and Virgil. This di&ionary could
only become ufeful, by fubjoining to the
figurative expreflion, the Fable which gave
rife to the figure. Thus, when they read
i the diGtionary, that the Earth was poe-
tically fhled ¢ the Body of the Giant
“ Yamer;” theLaft Day, ¢ the Twilight of
% the Gods;’” Poetry, ¢ the Beverage of
® Ciltiqui. Orig
“ Opy,”
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% ObIN,” the Giants, *“ the Sons of the
¢ Froft,” &c, “they would naturally with
to know the origin of, fuch fingular modes
of fpeech. It was then to render this know-
ledge eafy, that the Author of the Eppa
wrote; nor am I furprized, that this book
hath appeared whimfical and unintelligible
to thofe who were ignorant of its defign.

Hence likewife we learn why this work
came to be divided into Two principal
parts. TheFirsT conlfifts of this brief Syf-
tem of Mythology, ‘neceflary for under-
ftanding the ancient Scalds, and for per-
ceiving the force of the Figures, Epithets
and Allufions with which their poetry
abounds. This is properly called the Ep-
pA. The SeconNp is a kind of Art of
Poetry, which contains a Catalogue of the
Words moft commonly ufed by the Pocts,
together with Explanations and Remarks
it contains alfo a treatife on the ancient Lan-
guage, and Orthography; and an explica-
tion of the Structure and Meafure of their
different forts of Verfe. Hence it is, that
this partis called ScaLpa orPoETICS, Itis
very extenfive, and leads one to fuppofe
that this people had among them a vaft
number of Bards, and that the Author pof2
feffed an uncommon depth of erudition on
thefe fubje&s. The Reader will doubtlefs
be furprized to find fo compleat a Treatif?.

: b 2 Q
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of Poetry, amid the few monuments now
remaining of ancient Scandinavia: Efpeci-
ally among thofe Goths and Normans, wha
contributed {o much to replunge Europe into
ignorance, and whom many nations have
had fo much reafon to accufe of ferocity
and barbarifm. Could one haye expected
to find among fuch a people, fo decifive a
tafte for an Art which feems peculiarly to
require fenfibility of foul, a cultivation of
mind, and a vivacity and fplendor of ima-
gination ? for an Art, I fay, which one
would rather fuppofe nruft be one of the Jaft
refinements of luxury and politenefs.

I trufted we fhould find the caufes of this
their love of poetry, in the ruling paffion
of the ancient Scandinavians ¢ for war,” in
the little ufe they made of writing, and
efpecially in their peculiar fyftem of Reli-
gion. 'What was at firft only conjeture, a
later refearch hath enabled me to difcover
to have-been the real cafe: And I flatter
myfelf that the perufal of the Eppa will
remove every doubt which may at firft have
been entertained from the novelty and fin-
gularity of the fa@s which I advanced.

IT nowremains for me to relatein a few
words the hiftory of this Book, and to give
a thort account of my own labours. Ihave
already hinted that there have been two

Eppas.
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Eppas. The firft and moft ancient was
<compiled by Sormuxp SiGrusson, fir-
named the LEArRNED, born in Iceland about
the year 1057. This Author had ftudied
in Germany, and chiefly at Cologne, along
with his countryman ARE, firnamed alfo
YropE;, or the LEARNED; and who like~
wife diftinguifhed himfelf by his love for
the Belle-Lettres *.  Scemund ‘was one of
the firft who ventured to commit to writing
the ancient religious Poetry, which many
people ftill retained by heart. He feems
to have confined himfelf to the meer felect~
ing into one body fuch of the ancient Poems
as appeared moft proper to furnith a fuffi~
cient number of poetical figures and phrafes.
It is not determined whether this collection
{which, it fhould feem, was very confider-
able) is at prefent extant, or not: But
without engaging in this difpute, it fuffices
to fay, that Three of the Pieces of which it
was compofed, and perhaps thofe three of
the moft important, have come down to us.
We fhall give a ‘more particular account of
thefe in the body of this work.

* V. Arii Frode fhede, come down to us. He
Jeulibellus de Iflindid, edi- wrote manyHiftories which
tz ab And. Bufleo. Havn. are loft; that which re-
1733. in Prafat. This mains is on the eftablith~
ARE FrODE is the oldeft  ment of the Norwegiansin

of all the northern hifto- Iceland.
zians whofe works have
b3 This
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The firft colle@ion being apparently too
voluminous, and in many refpedls obicure,
and not {ufficiently adapted to common ufe,
the young poets would naturally wifh that
{ome body would extra& from the materials
there colle@ed, a courfe of Poetic Mytho-
logy, more eafy and intelligible. Accord-
ingly, about 120 years afterwards, another
learned Icelander engaged in this tatk: This
was the famous SNORRo STURLESON, born
in the year 1179, of one of the moft illuf-
trious families in his country, where he
twice held the dignity of firft magiftrate,
having -been the fupreme judge of Iceland
in the years 121§ and 1222. He was allo
employed in many important negotiations
with the King of Norway, who inceflantly
ftrove to fubdue that ifland, as being the
refuge of their malcontent fubjects. SNoRr-
RO, whofe genius was not merely confined
to letters, met at laft with a very violent
end. He was aflaffinated in the nmight that
he entered into his 62d year, anno 1241 %,

by

« * Vid. Pering fRiold in
Priefat. ad Hiemfkringla
Saga, &ec.  Since I
wrote this, it hath been

obferved to me, that the

fecond part of the Eppa

mentions the Kings of

Norway who have lived
1

firft,

down to the year 1270,
and confequently who out-
lived SNoRRO near thirty
years ; whence it is infer-
red, that this muft have
been the work of a later
hand. Neverthelefs, as
tradition and  univerfal

opinion
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by a faGtion of which he was the avowed:

enemy. We owe all that is rational, cer-
tain and conne@ed in the ancient hiftory of
thefe vaft countries, to his writings, and
efpecially to his ¢ Chronology of the Nor-
< thern Kings.”” There runs through this
whole work fo much clearnels and order,
fuch a fimplicity of flile, fuch an air of
truth, and {fo much good fenfe, as ought to
rank its author among the beft hiftorians of
that age of ignorance and bad tafte. He
was alfo a poet, and his verfes were often
the entertainment of the courts to which he
was fent, It was doubtlefs a love for this
art which fuggefted to him the defign of
giving a new Eppa, more ufeful to the
young poets than that of Scemund. His
defign therefore was to {ele@ whatever was
moft important in the old Mythology, and
to compile a thort Syftem; wherein fhould,
notwithftanding, be found, all the Fables

opinion attribute it to
Snorro, it may be fuffici-
ent to fay that fome writer
who lived a few years later
Wthan that celebrated fage,
may have added a Supple-
ment, drawn up after the
manger of Snorro, by way
of continvation of that Au-
thor’s work. Befides, it
is a matter of little im-

portance which ever opi-
nion we adopt. We are
only interefted in the fict
part of the Eppa ; andit
is fufficient that the Au-
thor of that part, whofo-
ever he was, hath there
faithfully preferved the
ancient religious traditions
of the northern nations.

b 4 expla-

.
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explanatory of the expreflions contained
in the Poetical Di&ionary. He gave this-
abridgment the form of a Dialogue, whe-
ther in imitation of the ancient northern
poets, who have ever chofen this moft na-
tural kind of compofition, or whether from
fome ancient tradition of a converfation fi~
milar ‘to that which is the {ubje& of the
Edda.

This name of Eppa hath frequently ex~
ercifed the penetration of the etymologifts,
The moft probable conjotures are, that it
is derived from an old Gothic word figni-
fying GRANDMoOTHER. In the figurative
language of the old poets, this term was,
doubtlefs, thought proper to exprefs an
ancient dotrine. ‘The Eddais preceded by
a Preface *, of greater or lefs extent, accord-
ing to the different Original Copies, but
equally ufelefs and ridiculous in all . Some
people have attributed it to Snorro, and he
might perhaps have written that part which
contains the fame fa&s that are found in the
beginning of his Chronicle; but the reft has
certainly been added by fome fcholar un-

* Vid. Verel. ad Her-
var. Saga. p. 5.

+ The Reader may fee
4 literal tranflation of this
PREF ACE prefixed to Go-

RANsoN’s Latin Verfion,
at the end of this Volume :
Vid. pag. 275—280. It
is printed in Italics, to
diftinguifh it from the Ep-
DA itfelf, T,

known
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khown to him; nor do we find it in the
manufcript at Upfal, which is one of the
moft antient.

I have not tranflated this abfurd piece,
and fhall only fay, that we are there carried
back to the Creation and the-Deluge, and
thence pafling on to the Aflyrian Empire, we
atlength arriveat Troy ; where, among other
ftrange circumflances, we find in the heroes
of that famous city, the anceftors of Odin, and
of the other Princes of the north. We know
it has ever been the folly of the weftern
nations to endeavour to derive their origin
from the Trojans *.  The fame of the fiege
of Troy did not only fpread itfelf over the
neighbouring countries ; it extended alfo to
the ancient Celts ¢ and Goths.” The Ger-
mans and Franks had probably traditions
of it handed down in their hiftorical fongs;
fince their earlieft writers deduce from
the Trojans the original of their own
nations. We owe doubtlefs to the fame
caufe, the invention of Antenor’s voyage to
the country of the Vineti +; and of £ne-
as’s arrival in Italy, and the origin of
Rome.

This converfation, (defcribed by SNor-
RrO0) which a Swedith King is fuppofed to

* Timagines quoted by Ammianus Marcellinus‘, re-

fers the origin of the Celts to the Trojans.
+ Vid. Liv.i. 1, T.

have
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have held in the court of the Gods, is the
firft and moft interefting part of the Evpa.
The leading tenets of the ancient ¢ Gothic*’
Mythology are theredelivered, not as main-
tained by their Philofophers, but {which
makes an important diftin€ion) by their
Scavps or Poets. By reading it with care,
we difcover, through the rude and fimple
ftile in which it is compofed, more of art
and method than could be expe&ed; and
fuch a chain and conne&ion, that I know
not whether it can be equalled by any book
of Greek or Roman Mythology. It is this
part only of the Eppa that 1 have endea-
voured to tranflate with accuracy, and to
elucidate with Remarks. The SeconpPART
is likewife in the dialogue form, but car-
ried on between other {peakers, and is only
a detail of different events tranfacted among
the Divinities. Amidft thefe Fables, none
of which contain any important point of
the ¢ Gothic’ Religion though they areall
drawn from that fource, I have only. fe-
lected fuch as appear to contain fome inge-
nuity, or are expreflive of manners. At
the fame time, I have only given a very
general idea of them. Let me beg of fuch
as regret this omiffion, to confider, that
what I fupprefs,” would afford them no in-

* Celtigue, Orig.
~  formation,
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formation, and that pleafure alone can plead
for a fubje&t devoid of utility.

In regard to the Poctical Treatife at the
end of the Eppa, what I can fay of it is
confined to fome Remarks and Examples
feleGted from among the few articles which
are capable of being tranflated. The three
pieces remaining of the more ancient Eppa
of SoEMUND deferve our clofe attention,
both on account of their antiquity and their
contents. The firft, , ftiled VoLusra, er
¢ Oracles of the Prophetefs,” appears to
be the Text, on which the Eppa is the
Comment. In the fecond, called Hava-
MAAL*, or ¢ the Sublime Difcourfe,” are
found leGtures on morality, fuppofed to have
been given by Odin himfelf. The third
is the ¢ Runic Chapter,” which contains
a fhort {yftem of ancient Magic, and efpe-
cially of the enchantments wrought by the
operation of Runic chara&ters. At the end
of the Eppa will be found fome account of
thefe three Tradls ; it would have been very
difficult to have been more diffufe about
them.

¥ Maal or Mael, figni-
nifies SPEecH in the old
Icelandic ; nor is the word
unknown in the other dia-
le@s of the Gothic lan-
guage. ¢ MELL, vef.

¢ dng. Logui. Willpnge,:

¢ Collocutio. 4. §. We-
¢ lan. JA. ab-macla,
¢ guae  refpondent  Goth,
L MATHLJAN Hue
¢ pertinent Lat. + Barb.
¢ Mallus & Mallare.”
Lye apud Jun. Etym.
; Some
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Some people have maintained that all
the Fables of the EDpa were nothing but
the offspring of the Author’s fancy. This
even {eems to have been the opinion of the
famous HuveT. We cannot pardon this
learned man for the peremptory air he af-
fumes in treating on a fubjet he fo little
underftood as the antiquities of the north,
All he has faid upon this fubjeét is full of
inaccuracies *, To fuppofe that Snorro
invented the Fables of the Eppa, plainly
proves the maintainer of fuch an opinion,
neither to have read that work, nor the
ancient hiftorians of the north, of Germany
or of England. It thows him to be igno-
rant of this great truth, which all the an-
cient monuments and records of thefe coun-
tries ; which all the Greek and Roman
writers fince the fixth century; which the
Runic inferiptions, univerfal tradition, the
popular fuperftitions, the names of the
days, and many modes of fpeech ftill in

* See his book De IO-
rigine des Romans, p. 116.

Hiftory of Philofophy, af-
firms, that one finds en-

‘What is motft aftonithing
is, that he pretends to
have himfelf feen in Den-
mark, the ancient hiftories
of that country, written in
Runic charaters on the
rocks. Another author,
Mr. DEsLANDES, in his

graven on thofe ftones the
myfteries’ of the ancient
Religion.  This (hows
how little one can rely
upon the accounts given,
of one country in another
that lies remote from it.

ufe,
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vle, all unanimoufly depofe, viz. That be=
fore the times of Chriftianity all thefe parts
of Europe worthipped Odin and the Gods
of the Eppa,

Neverthelefs, if it were neceflary to an-
fwer an objeétion, which the bare perufal
of the EppA alone, and the Remarks I have
added, will fufficiently obviate ; the reader
need only caft his eyes over fome Fragments
of Poetry of the ancient northern Scarps,
which I have tranflated at the end of this
book: He will there find, throughout, the
fame Mythology that is fet forth in the
Eppa ; although the authors of thefe pie-
ces lived in very different times and places
from thofe in which Scemund and Snorro
flourifhed.

Thefe doubts being removed, it only
remains to clear up fuch as may arife con-
cerning the fidelity of thefe different trani-
lations. I freely confefs my imperfe&t
knowledge of the language in which the
Eppa is written. It is to the modern Da-
nith or Swedifh languages, what the diale¢t
of Ville-hardouin, or the Sire de Foinville
is to modern French *, I fhould have been
frequently at a lofs, if it had not been for

*i. e. As the lan- PiercEPLowMAN,com-

guage of CHAUCER or pared to modern Englith.
T.

the
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the affiftance of Danifth and Swedifh ver-
fions of the Eppa, made by learned men
fkilful in the old Icelandic tongue. ' T have
not only confulted thefe tranflations, but

by comparing the expreffions they employ
with thofe of the original, I'have generally
afcertained the identity of the phrafe, and at-
tained to a pretty ftrong affurance that the
fenfe of my text hath not efcaped me. Where
1 fufpected my guides, I have carefully con-
fulted thofe, who have long made the Ep-
DA, and the language in which it is written,
their peculiar ftudy. T flood particularly
in need of this afliftance, to render with
exalinefs the two fragments of the more
ancient Eppa, namely, the SupLimME Dis-
cOUuRSE ofF Opin, and the Runic Crar-
TER; and here too my labours were more
particularly affifted. This advantage I owe
to Mr. ER1CHSEN, a native of Iceland, who
joins to a moft extenfive knowledge of the
antiquities of his country, a judgment and
a politenefs not always united with great
erudition. He has enabled me to give a
more faithful tranflation of thofe two pieces
than is to be met with in the Eppa of RE-
SENIUS.

I am however a good deal mdebted to this
laft. J.P. ReseN1us, profeffor and magif-
trate of Copenhagen towards the end of the
laft century was a laborious and learned

man,
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man, who in many works manifefted his
zeal for the honour of letters and of his
country. He publifhed the firft edition of the
Eppa, and we may, in fome refpeds, fay
it is hitherto the only one. This edition,
which forms a large quarto volume, ap~
peared at Copenhagen in the year 1663,
dedicated to King Frederick III. It con-
tains the text of the Eppa, a Latin tranf-
Iation done in part by a learned Icelandic
prieft, named MaGNUs OLsEN or OLAI,
and continued by TorRFAEUSs; together with
a Danifh verfion, by the hiftoriographer
STEPHEN OrAY, and various readings
from different MSS.

With regard to the text, Refenius hath
taken the utmoft care to give it corre& and
genuine. He collated many MSS. of which
the major part are flill preferved in the
royal and univerfity libraries; but what he
chiefly made the greateft ufe of, was a MS.
belonging to the King, which is judged to
be the moft ancient of all, being as old as
the thirteenth, or at leaft the fourteenth cen-
tury, and fill extant. Exclufive of this,
we do not find in the edition of Refenius
any critical remarks, calculated to elucidate
the contents of the Eppa. In truth, the
Preface feems intended to make amends for
this deficiency, fince that alone would fill 2
volume of the fize of this book ; but, ex-

cepting
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cepting a very few pages, the whole con-
{ifts of learned excurfions concerning Plato,
the beft editions of Ariftotle, the Nine Sy-
bils, Egyptian Hieroglyphics, &e.

From the manufcript copy of the Eppa
preferved in the univerfity library of Upfal,
hath been publithed a few years fince, a
fecond  edition of that work. This MS.
which 1 have often had in my pofleffion,
feems to have been of the fourteenth cen-
tury. It is well preferved, legible, and
very entire. ~ Although this copy contains
no eflential difference from that which Re-
fenius has followed, it notwithftanding
afforded me affiftance in fome obfcure paf-
fages ; for I have not ferupled to add a few
words to fupply the fenfe, or to fupprefs a
few others that feemed devoid of it, when
I could do it upon manufcript authority :
and of this I muft beg my readers to take
notice, whenever they would compare my
verfion with the original: for if they judge
of it by the text of Refenius, they will fre-
quently find me faulty, fince I had always
an eye to the Upfal MS. of which Mr.
SOLBERG, a young learned Swede, well
verfed in thefe fubjeés, was fo good as to
furnith me with a corre&t copy. The text
of this MS. being now printed, whoever
will be at the trouble, may eafily fee, that
I have never followed this new light, but

when
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when it appeared a furer guide than Refe-
nius. M. GORANsON, a Swede, hath pub-
lithed it with a Swedifh and Latin verfion,
but he has only given us the firft part of
the Eppa: Prefixed to which, is a long
Differtation on the Hyperborean Antiquities ;
wherein the famous RupBEck feems to re-
vive in the perfon of the Author *,

Notwithftanding thefe helps, it muft be
confefled, that the Eppa hath been quoted
by and known to a very fmall number of
thelearned. The edition of Refenius, which
doubtlefs fuppofes much knowledge and ap-
plication in the Editor, prefents itfelf under
a very unengaging form; we there neither
meet with obfervations on the parallel opi-
nions of other Celtic ¢ or Gothic’ people,
nor any lights thrown on the cuftoms
illuded to. * Nothing but a patriotic zeal for
the Antiquities of the North can carry one
through it. Befides, that book is grown
very {carce ; but few impreflions were

* The Latin Verfion of
M. Goranson is printed
at the end of this Volume,
by way of SUPPLEMENT
to M. MarLeT’s Work.
The curiofity of the fub-
ject, and literal exalinefs
of the Verfion, it is hoped
will atone with the Reader
of tafte, for the barbarous

Vour. IL.

coarfenefs of the Latinity.
In a piece of this kind,
claflic elegance is lefs to
be defired than fuch a
ftrit minute (even bar-
barous) faithfulnefs, as
may give one a very exaét
knowledge of all the pe-
culiaritics of the original.

T

c ‘worked
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sworked off at firft, and the greateft past of
them were confumed in the fire which, in
the year 17285 deftroyed a part of Co'pen-
hagen. M. Goranfon’s edition, as it is but
little known out of Sweden, and is incom-
pleat, hath not prevented the EDDA of Re=
fenius from being ftill'much fought after;
and this may juftify the prefent undertak-
ing.

g\V ithout doubt, this tafk fhould have
been affigned to other hands than mine.
There are in Denmark many learned men,
from whom the public might have expe&ted
it, and who would have acquitted them-
felves much better than I can. I diffemble
not, when I avow, that it 18 not without
fear and relutance, that I-have begun and
finifhed this work, under the attentive eyes
of fo many critical and obferving judges:
But I flatter myfelf that the motives which
prompted me to the enterprize, will abate
fome part of their feverity. Whatever opi-
nion may be formed of thefe Fables and of
thefe Poems, it is evident they do honour
to the nation that has produced them ; they
are not void of genius or imaginatiom
Strangers who fhall read them, will be
obliged to foften fome of thofe dark colours
in which they have ufually painted our Scan~
dinavian anceflors. - Nothiang does fo much
honour to a people as firength of genius and

' : a
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a love of the arts. 'The rays of Genius,
which fhone forth in the Northern Nations,
amid the gloom of the dark ages, are more
valuablé in the eye of reafon, and contribute
more to their glory than all thofe bloody
trophies, which they took {o much pains to
ere&t. But how can their Poetry produce
this effedt, if it continues unintelligible to
thofe who with to be acquainted with it; if
no one will trapflate it into the other lan-
guages of Europe ?
- The profefled defign of this Work re~
quired, that the Verfion fhould be accom-
panied by a Commentary. It was neceffary
to explajn fome oblcure paffages, and to
point out the ufe which might be made of
others : I could eafily have made a parade
of much learning in thefe Notes, by laying
under contribution the works of BARTHO~
LIN, WoRMIUS, VERELIUS, AMKIEL,
KEYSLER, ScuuTzE, &e. but I have only
borrowed from them what appeared abfo-
lutely neceflary; well knowing that in the
prefent improved ftate of the republick of
letters, good fenfe hath banifhed that vain
oftentation of learning, brought together
without judgment and without end, which
heretofore procured a tranfitory honour to
{o many perfons laborioudly idle.
I am no longer afraid of any reproaches
on that head: One is not now required
C.2% to
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to beg the Reader’s pardon for prefenting
him with a fmall book. But will not fome
obje, ' 'To what good purpofe can it ferve
to revive a heap of puerile Fables and Opi-
nions, which time hath fo juftly devoted to
oblivion ? Why take fo much trouble to
difpel the gloom which envelopes the infant
ftate of nations ? 'What have we to do with
any but our own cotemporaries ! much lefs
with barbarous manners, which have no
fort of conne&ion with our own, and which
we fhall happily never fee revive again?
This is the language we now often hear.
" The major part of mankind, confined in
their views, and averfe to labour, would
fain perfuade themfelves that whatever they
are ignorant of is ufelefs, and that no ad-
ditions can be made to the ftock of know-
ledge already acquired. But this is a ftock
which diminithes whenever it ceafes to in-
creafe. The fame reafon which prompts us
to negle& the acquifition of new knowledge,
leads us to forget what we have before at-
tained. The lefs the mind is accuftomed to
exercife its faculties, the lefs it compares
objects, and difcovers the relation they bear
to each other. Thus it lofes that firength
and accuracy of dilcernment which are its
belt prefervatives from error. To think of
confining our ftudies to what one ‘may call
meer neceflary truths, is to expofe one’s felf

to
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to the danger of being fhortly ignorant of
thofe truths themfelves. An excefs and
luxury (as it were): of knowledge, cannot
be too great, and is never a doubtful fign
of the flourithing ftate of fcience. The
more it occafions new refearches, the more
it confirms and matures the preceding ones..
We fee already, but too plainly, the bad
effe@ts of this fpirit of ceconomy, which,
hurtful to itfelf, diminifhes the’ prefent
flock of knowledge, by imprudently refu-
fing to extend it. By lopping off the
branches, which hafty judgments deem
unprofitable, they weaken and impair the
trunk itfelf. But the truth is, it would
coft fome pains to difcover new faéts of a
different kind from what we are ufed to;
and therefore men chufe to fpare them-
felves the trouble, by continually confin-.
ing themfelves to the old ones. Writers
only thow us what refembles our own man-
ners. In vain hath nature varied her pro-
ductions with fuch infinite diverfity. Al-
though a. very {mall mevement would
procure us a new point of view, we have
not, it feems, either leifure or courage to
attempt it. 'We are content to paint the
manners. of that contraced fociety in which
we live, or perhaps of ‘only a {fmall part of
the inhabitants of one fingle city ; and this
pafles without any oppofition for a com-

: pleat
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pleat portrait of the age, of the world, and
of mankind. It is a wonder if we fhall not
foon bring ourfelves to believe, that there
is no other mode of exiftence but that in
which we ourfelves fubfift, 4‘ Hin o
And yet there never was a time, whcnl
the public was more greedy after novelty ¢
But where do men for the moft part feek
for it? In new combinations of ancient
thoughts. They examine words and phrafes
through a microfcope: They turn their old
ftock of books over and over again: They
refemble an archite®, who fhould think of
building a city by ereting facceflively dif-
ferent houfes with the fame materials. ¥
we would ferioufly form new conclufions,
and acquire new ideas, let us make new
obfervations. In the moral and political
world, as well as in the natural, there is
” no other way to arrive at truth. We muft
ftudy the languages, the books, and the
men of every age and country; and draw
from thefe the only true fources of the
knowledge of mankind. This fltudy, fo
pleafant.and fo interefling, is a mine as
rich as it has been neglected, The ties
and bands eof connetion, which unite
together the different nations of Europe,
grow every day ftronger and clofer. We
live in the bofom of one great repub-
lic, (compofed of the feveral European king-
1 doms}
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doms) and we ought not to defpife any of
the means which enable us to underftand
it thoroughly: Nor can we properly judge
of its prefent improved ftate, without look-
ing back upon the rude beginnings from
which it hath emerged *. .

#* The Tranflator hath
concluded this Introduc~
tion in a manner fome-
what different from his
Author, as he had taken
occafion to give fome
Remarks on the French
Language, that would

have been ufelefs in an

‘Englith Verfion, and had

fpoke of his Work with a
degree of diffidence, which
could now be fpared, after
it has received fuch full
applaufe from the Pablic,

-
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N. B. Resennius's Edition of the EpDA&, &e. con-
Sits properly of Three diftiné Publications : The Firs¥
contains the whole EpDA : Viz. not only the XXXIII
FABLES, which are here tranflated; but alfo the other
Fasres, (XXIX in number) which our Author calls in
pag. 183. the Second Part of the EDDA, though in the
original they follow without interruptions. and alfo the
Poctical Dictionary defiribed below in pag. xix. and 189,
which is moft properly the SECOND PART of the EDDA.
(vid. p. xix.)

The Title Page of this whole Work is as_follows,

¢« Eppa Isanporum An. Chr. M.CC.XV Iflan-
dicé Confcripta per SNORROREM STURLE Iflandiz
Nomophylacem,. Nunc primum IsLanNDpIcE, DANICE
et LATINE ex Antiquis Codicibus MSS. Bibliothecz
Regis et Aliorum in lucem prodit, Opera et Studio
PerTri Reseniy. J. V. D. Juris ac Ethices Profef-
foris Publ. et Confulis Havnienfis, &c. Havxix,
M.DC.LX.V.” 4to.

Fhe SECOND Fork is thus intitled,

¢ PHiLosopnia Antiquifima NorvEGo-Danica
diQa Qolulpa, quz eft pars Epp& SEMUNDI, Ep-
vAa Snorronis non brevi antiquioris, IsLANDICE -et
LATINE publici juris primum fa&ta i PETRO Jom.
Resento. &c. Havniz M.DC.LXV.” 4to.

Fhe TrIRD Piece is intitled thus,

¢¢ Etrxics Opin: pars Eppa SEMUNDI vocata
Haatamaal, una cum ejufdem Appendice appellato
Runa Capitule, a multis exoptata nunc tandem Is-
LANDICE et LATINE in lucem produ@a eft per Pe-
TRUM Jou, REsenium, &c. Havniz 1665.” 4to.

THE
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MYTHOLOGY.

The Vifion of Gylfe: and Lllufions of Har.
FORMERLY in Sweden reigned a

king named GyrrE, who was famous

for his wifdom and fkill in magic.
He beheld, with aftonifhment, the great
refpet which all his people fhewed to the
New-comers from Afia; and was at 2 lofs
whether to attribute the fuccefs of thefe
ftrangers to the fuperiority of their natural
abilitics, or to any divine power refident in
them. To be fatisfied in this particular,
he refolved to go to Ascarp (a), difguif-
ed under the appearance of an old man of
ordinary rank. But the Afiatics * were too

* The original is £firnir, (4fe) which fignifies
<ither Gods ot Afiatics, T

Vou. II. B difcerning
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difcerning not to fee through his defign,
and therefore, as foon as he arrived, they
fafcinated his eyes by their inchantments
¢B). Immediately appeared to his fight 2
very lofty palace; the roof of which, as
far as his eyes could reach, was covered
with golden fhields. The poet Diodolfe
thus defcribes it, ¢ The Gods had formed
¢ the roof of brilliant gold, the walls of
¢ ftone, the foundations of the hall were
¢« mountains (c).” At the entrance of this
palace GYLFE faw a man playing with fe-
ven little {words, which he amufed himfelf
with tofling into the air and catching as they
fell, one after another. ‘This perfon afked
his name; the difguifed monarch told him,
it was Gangler, and that he came from the
rocks of Riphil. ‘He afked, in his turn, to
whom that palace belonged? The other told
him it belonged to their king, and that he
would introduce him to his prefence. Gan-
gler entering, faw many ftately buildings,
and innumerable halls crouded with people ;
fome drinking, others engaged in various
fports, others wreftling. - Gangler feeing a
multitude of things, the meaning of which
he could not comprehend, foftly pronounc-
ed the following verfes. <« Carefully ex-
‘¢ amine all the gates, before thou advanceft
ss. further; for thou: canft not tell where
¢ the foes may be fitting, who are placed
€¢ ill
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¢ in ambufh againft thee.” He afterwards
beheld three thrones, raifed one above an«
other, and on each throne fat a man (p),
Upon*his afking which of thefe was their
king, his guide anfwered, ¢ He who fits
on the loweft throne is the king, his
name is Har, or the lofty one; The
fecond is JAFNHAR, i. e. equal to the
lofty one : But he who fits on the high~-
eft throne is called TurIDI, or the third
(e).” Har perceiving Gangler, ‘defired to
know what bufinefs had brought him to
Afgard: Adding, that he fhould ‘be wel-
come to eat and drink without coft, along
with the other guefts of his court. Gan-
gler faid, He defired firft to know whether
there was any perfon prefent who was fa-
mous for his wifdom and knowledge. Har
anfwered, If thou art the more knowing,
I fear thou wilt hardly return fafe: But
'go, ftand below, and propofe thy que-
'I_k}ions; here fits one will be able to anfwer
thee, ; ‘ :

REMARKS,

In the edition of the nothing remarkable 1 Tt is
Eppa, publifhed by Re-  alfo not found in the MS,
fenius, therejs a Chapter at Upfal, That chapter
before this: But I have feems to have been only
not tranflated it, becaufe prefixed by way of pre-
it has little or no relation amble, by SNoRRO STUR~
to the reft, and contains  LESON, the compiler of

B2 the
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theEbpa. Asfoan!z,
Snorro informs us in the
beginning of his larger
Chronicle, that this
prince, who governed
Sweden before the arrival
of Odin and his Afiatics,
was obliged to yield to the
fiipefniatural power, which
thofe intrudets employed
againft him, and to refign
his kingdom up to them.
This gave rife to the fup-
pofition that Gylfe was
willing to make trial him-
felf of the {kill and faga-
city of thefe new-comers,
by propofing to thema va-
riety of captious queftions.
In the hiftory of ancleat
Scandinavia, as well as
that of all the eaftern
countries; we ofteh fee
thefe contefts or. trials of
{kill between kings and
pririces; in which theyic-
tory is alvays affigned to
him who could give an
anfwer to evety queftion,
and affign a caufe (true
or falfe) for every pheeno-
menon. ‘T'his was called
Science ot Wifdom ; words
orizinally fynonimous irf
all languages, but at pre~
fent (o eafily diftinguifhed.
It will be necefary here,
to refer the reader to the
account of Odin’s arrival

in the north, given in the
former volume, (chap. I3
1II, &c.) for his more
readily underftaiiding this
and the following chap-
ters,

(a) ¢ He refolved to
% o0 to Afgard.”] Odin
anz% his companibns cathe
from AsGarD: A word
which fignifies the ¢ a-
<¢ Yode of Lords or Gods.”
Somé words are difficult
to be underftood, becaufe
we cannot difcover any
meanihg in them. Here
ori the contrary, the dif-
ficulty lies in the variety
or multiplicity of fignifi-
cations. ‘The wotd As;
¢ inthe ancientlanguages
< of Europe *,’ generally
fignified Lord or God, bt
in the Eppa, and other
lcelandic writings, it fig-
nifies alfo Afiatics; and
we know not in which of
thefe fenfes the name is
given to Odin and his
compartions. Eccard, in
his treatife De Origine
Qermanorum, pag. 41.pre=
tends that this word was
never ufed in the laft
fenfe, and that the arrival
of Odin ftom Afia wasa
meer fition, founded on
thé refemblance of founds;

* Fr, Dans toutes les Branches de la laigue Celtigads

3

or
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or that he certainly came
from Vandalia, at prefent
Pomerania. 1 refer the
reader to the work itfelf,
for the reafons on which
this cohje&ure is faunded;
‘which would deferve the
preference for its fimpli-
‘city, if ‘a uniform and
ancient tradition did not
place the original country
of the Scandinavians in
the neighbourhood of the
Tanais, " §¢e Vol. L. c,
1V, &c, ; ;

{8) ¢¢ By theirinchant-
¢ ments.”] It fhould bg
remembered that the au-
thor of the Eppa was a
Chriftian: On this ac-
count he is unwilling to,
allow Odin the honour of
having performed real mi~
racles. It was believed,
indeed, in our author’s:
time, that it was impoffi-
ble to do fupernatural
things, but that yet there
was an art of perfuading
others that they faw them
done. The fame opinion
ftill prevails among many
of our contemporaries,
[ This note is only in the firft
#dit, of the orig.]

(c) < Diodolfe thus
$¢ defcribes it.”] Dio-
dolfe, or Thiodolfe, wasa

celebrated ancientSca r,n,

“who compofed a long

poem, containing the hi-
ftory of more than thirty
Frinccs of Norway. We
ee in the text SNoRRO’s
‘care to quote almoft al-
ways his " authorities for
‘whatever he relates: This
will appear " throughout
his work. He has per«

2#{ued the fame method in

his great Chronicle, where
we find ‘every fa&t con-
firmed by a fragment of
fome old hiftorical poem,
This thows, at the fame-
&ime, both the great eru-
dition of \lI\is hiftorian,
and the amuzing quantity
of fuch kind of verfes that
fubfifted in his time. In
ike manner among the
auls, theirancientpoems
were {0 numerous, that
the young people found
{ufficient employment for
feveral years'in commits
ting them to memory,

(p) < Three thrones
¢ ., . and on each fat
¢ aman.”’} In the MS.
copy of the Eppa pre-
ferved at Upfal, there is
a reprefentation or drawe
ing (ve;y rudely done, as
may be fuppofed) of thefe
three thrones, and of the
three perfons fiiting on
«.B3 them.
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“thett, . They havecrowns
- ‘on their heads; and Gan-
gler is drawn in a fuppli-
ant pofture before them *,

_ ¢ "Thefe figures bear fo

great a refemblance to

€
¢ the Roman Catholic
¢ pitures of the Trinity,
¢ that we are not to won-
¢ der if fome have ima-
¢ gined them tobe an al-
< lufion to that doétrine
¢ particularly fuch as fup-
¢ pofe it was  already
-€ known to Plato, and
. € fome other of the an-
. ¥ cient Pagans.’ T.

(£) * He who fits on
% the higheft throne.”]
Isit Odin, or fome one
of his court that fills this
throne ? This it is not
eafy to decide. It appears
to me, however, that
throughout this whale
‘preamble, the Op1y here
poke ,of, is only the
prince, the conqueror of
the north, and not Obin
the father and ruler of the
Gods §. Gangler had
betaken himfelf to Odin’s
coust, while that prince
was fubduing Sweden,

‘ments.

He found therefore at Af-
gard, only his vicegerents,
that ruled in his abfence.
"The names that are given
them, pethaps allude to
their rank and employ-
Upon this fup-
pofition, there will be no-
thing in the relation but
what is natural and eafy.
But I muft here repeat it,
that we muft. expet to
{ee, throughout this My-
thology, OpIN the con-
queror of the north, eve-
ry where confounded with
Opin the fupreme Deity :
Whofe name was ufurped
by the other, at the fame
timé that he came to efta-
blifh his worthip in Scan-
dinavia.  JUPITER, the
king of Crete, and the fo-
vereign lord of Heaven
and Earth ; ZoRoASTER,
the founder of the worfhip
of the Magi, and the God
to whom that worfbip was
addrefled 5 ZaMoLxas,
the high-prieft of the
Thracians, and the fu-
preme God of that, peo-
ple, have not been more
conflantly . confounded,
than thefe two Opins.

* “The reater may find it engraven on a coppef-plate in Bartholini
Coufer conemptee & Danismorcis, &e. pag. 473 s

. 4to.

§ The reader will remember the difin@§os made in pag. 6o, 88, 39;
< Ti

&, of the preceding volume,

4 ’ ) 4 =

od P

THE
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THE FIRST FABLE.

Queflions of Gangler.

3 ANGLER thus began his difcourfe.

Who is the fupreme or. firft of the
Gods? Har anfwers: We call him here
ALFADER, or the univerfal father; butin
the ancient Afgard, he hath;twelve names
(a). Gangler afks; Who *.is.this God'?
What is his power ? and .what hath he
done to difplay his glory (8)?, Har replics ;
He lives for ever; he governs all his king-
dom ; and dire&s the great things as well
as the fmall. Jafnhar adds: He hath
formed the heaven, the earth, and the air.

Thridi proceeds, He hath done more ; he -

hath made man, and given him a fpirit or
. foul, which fhall live, even after the body

fhall have mouldered away. .And thenall .

the juft fhall dwell with him in a place

* Goranfon tranflates this, Ubi ¢/ hic dews ? Huar
Es sA GUD? Where is this God # Which is doubtlefs
the trye meaning, T.

B¢ named

.
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tamed Gimle (or Vingolf, the palace of
friendthip:) But wicked men fhall go to
HzLra, or death, and from thence to Vi-
fbeim, or the abode of the wicked, which
is below in the ninth world. Gangler
then afked, how this God was employed
before he made the heaven and the earth ?
Har replied, He was then with the Giants
(c). But, fays Gangler, With what did
he begin ? -or what was the beginning of
things? Hear, replied Har, what is faid
in the poem of the Voruspa. ¢ At the
«“<.beginning of time, when nothing was
s yet formed, neither fhore, nor fea, nor
iss ‘foundations beneath ; the earth was no
« where'to be found below, nor the hea<
¢ ven above: All was one vaft abyfs (p),
« without plant or verdure.”  Jafnhar ad-
ded, Many winters before the earth was
made, Nifltheim (£) or Hell was formed;
and in the middle of it is a fountain named
Hwergelmer. ~ From this fountain run the
following rivers, Anguith, the Enemy of
Joy, the Abode of Death, Perdition, the
Gulph, the Tempeft, the Whirlwind, the
Bellowing and Howling, the Abyfs. That
which is called the Roaring runs near the
grates of the Abode of Death. we R
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REMARKS o~ tae FIRST FABLE.

"This fable is remark-
able upon many aecounts.
It throws great light upon
one of the principal doc+
trines of the “ancient reli-
¢ gion of Europe *;?and in
particular, confirms what
Tacitus'tells us; concern-

<ingtheideawhich the Ger-
--mansentertained of the Su-
preme God: Regnator om-
nium deus, ceterafubjectaat-
ue parentia. Germ. c. 39.
z.l‘he Germansand Scandi-
navians at firft called this
divinity, T#s, Tuis or Teut,
-aword towhich-the Gauls
-added that of Tad, or Tat,
which fignifies FATHER
at this day'in the Britith
language. i(v. Roftrenen
Diétion. .Celt. p." 712.)
We fee in the Edda that
the name - of ' Father was
alfo given ‘'him by the
8¢andinavians. - In future
ages, and doubtlefs after
the time of T atitus, thefe
people accuftomed them-
felves to call him by an
appellative name, God, or
Guodan, i.e. THE Goop:
This,” by degrees, they
changed ; into. -OpIN,
which the Anglo-Saxons
pronounced  'WoDAN.

a3

® Fr, LaReligion Celtigue,

#odan (fays Paulus Dia-
conus. ' Rer. Langobard.
YL L c. 3:) quem, adjecia
litera Guodan  dixere, ab
univerfis Germanice genti-
bus, ‘ut Deus . adoratur.
Confult, on this fubje&,
Pelloutier Hift. des Cel+
tes, tom. ii. p. 74. & feq.

(a) <¢ He hath twelve .
< names.”] Thefe twelve
names are enmmerated in
the Edda; but I did not
chufe to interrupt the text
with a lift of fuch harth
and unufual founds: I
thall therefore give them
here for the curious, to-
gether with fome conjec-
tures that have been made
by the leamed concerning
‘their fignifications. 1. 4/~
Jfader (the Father of all.)
2. Herian (the Lord, or
rather, the Warrior.) 3.
Nitader (thefupercilious.)
4. Nikuder (the God of the
fea.) 5. Fiolner (he who
knoweth much.) 6. Ond
(the fonorous.) 7. Bi-
flid (the agile, or nimble. )
8.. Fidrer (the' munifi-
‘cent.): 9. Suidrer (the
exterminator.) 10. Sui-
dur (the deftroyer by fire. )

11. Ofi
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11, Ofi (he who chufes
fuch as are to die.) 12.
Salkir (the -happy, or
blefled.) The name of
Alfader is what occurs
moft frequently in ‘the
Eppa, I have tranflated
it Univerfal Father.

(8) ¢ To difplay his
¢ glory.”] Thefe are
important queftions; but
the anfwers are ftill more
remarkable. From their
conformity with the chri-
{ftian doétrines, one would
be tempted to believe that
Snorro had here embel-
lifhed the religion of his
Pagananceftors, by bring-
ing it as near as poflible
to the Gofpel, if we did
not find the fame unfolded
fyftem literally exprefled
in the VoLusPa, a poem
of undoubted antiquity,
and which was compofed
Jong before the name of
Chriftianity was knewn
in the north; and alfo if
the fame (yftem were not
continually referred to in
every other place of the
Eppa. But what ought
to remove every remain-
ing doubt, is that we
know from other proofs,
that the belief of the ¢ Go-
¢ thic and’ Celtes nations

upon moft of thefe polnts,
was much the fame with
what we have read in the
text. I fhall give many .
proofs of this below.

(c) ¢ He was then
< with the giants.”} It
is not eafy to tranflate the

~original word. The*Go-

¢ thic*” nations had Giants
and Spirits of many dif-
ferent orders, which we
want terms to diftinguith.
Thofe mentioned in the
text are called in the ori-
ginal Icelandic Rymthuffe,
from the word Rym, Froft,
and 7hufs, a Giant or Sa-
tyr. We fhall ‘fee pre-
fently the origin of this
denomination. With re-
fpet to the word Thufs,
it may ferve to thow, by
the bye, the conformity
of thinking between the
¢ Gothic and’ Celtic na-
tions, even upon the
moft trivial fubje&s, The
Gauls, as well as the
northern  nations, be-'
lieved the exiftence of the
Thuffes, and gave them
the fame pames. Only
the Thuffes, or Satyrs of
the Gauls, feem to have
been fomewhat more dif-
pofed to gallantry than
thofe of the north ; which

® Les Celtess ¥Fr, Orig,

we
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we 'fhall not- be furprized
at.. Many of-the fathers
.of the church fpeak-of the
Rrange liberties’ which
.thefe gentry took. with
women : They called
them in Latin Dufii. St
Auguftin, in particular,
tell¢ us, he had been af-
fured by fo many perfons
that thofe beings fought a
commerce with women,
and feduced them ; that
none but an imprudent
perfon. could pretend to
difbelieve it. De Civit.
Dei, 1. 15. c. 23.
were not  for incurring
this imputation,” I fhould
have been tempted to look
upon thefe ftories as only
fo many excufes, which
Jove invents to cover the
faults if induces frail fe-
males to commit.

(p) ¢ All was one vaft
¢¢ abyfs,”] It will not,
I hope, “be expefed of
me here, that I fhould
heap together all the paf-
fages of Greek and Latin
authors, which are analo-
gous to this in the text.
Nobody is ignorant of
them. Almoft all the an-
cient feéls agree in the
doétrine of the Primitive
Chaos. To create Mat-
ter ‘out>of Nothing, ap-

If it -

peared in -ages fo little
metaphyfical ‘as thofe, a
thingincomprehenfible or
impofiible.. 1 fhall only
remark, that of all the

Ayftems we know, that of

the ancient Perfians bears
the greateft refemblance
to this of the Eppa. 1
fhall have occafion more
than once to repeat this
obfervation, . which con=
firms what has been ad-
vanced by fome of the
learned, That the ¢ Goths
$ and’ Celts were former-
ly the fame people with
the.Perfians. i

Is it not fingular, that
all thofe who have treated
of the religion of thefe
people, fhould have given
themfelves fo much trou-
ble to guefs at what they

. thought concerning the

creation of the world, and
fhould at length conclude
that they could know no-
thing about it, but what
was very uncertain ; when
at the fame time, they had

“at their elbow an authen-

tic book, which offered
them a- detail of almoft
all the particulars they
could defire to know ? I
cannot help making this
refletion, 1n its utmoft
extent, upon reading what
the learned' Abbé Banier

hath



(12)

‘hath publifhed concerning
the religion of the Gauls,
‘the Germans, and the na-
tions of the north,

£) ¢ NIFLHEIM, or
¢ Hell.”?] The original
word ¢ Niflbeim,” figni-
fies in the Gothic Jan-
guage, the abode of the
wicked, or more literal-
ly, Evil-bome. We fee,
by this defcription of Hell,
how much the genius of
the anciént ¢ northern po-
ets and’ philofophers * in-

clined them to allegory s -

and it is very probable
that almoft all the fables
that we fhall meet with

’

hercafter, contzined in
them fome truth, the in-
terpretation of which they
referved to themfelves.
This is confirmed by C-
far and others, ¢ concern-
¢ ing the Gauls;”> and
needs no other proof ¢ here®
than the myfterious”and
fignificant name which is
given toevery thing. So
much forithe HELL of the
Celtic ¢ and Gothic’ na«
tions, on which I fhall
make no farther remarks
at prefent, becaufe they
will occur more naturally
on many occafions herce
after,

f Des oneiens Philsfophes Celtes,  Fra Orige

THE
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THE SECOND FABLE

Of the burning World, and of Surtur.

HEN Thridi opened his mouth and

faid, Yet, before all things, there
exifted what we call Mufpelfoeim (a). Itis
2. world luminous, glowing, not to be
dwelt in by ftrangers, and fituate at the
extremity of the earth. Swurtur, (the Black)
holds his empire there. In his hands
there thines a flaming fword. He fhall
come at the end of the world; he thall
vanquith all the Gods, and give up the uni~
verfe a prey to flames. Hear what the
Voruspa fays of him. .< Surtur, filled
¢ with deceitful ftratagems, cometh from
¢ the South., A rolling Sun beams from
*« his fword. The Gods are troubled;
« men tread in crouds the paths of death;
*¢ the Heaven is fplit afunder.” Bat, fays
Gangler, What was the ftate of the world,
before there were families of men upon the
sarth, and before the nations were formed ?
Har
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Har anfwered him. The Trivers, called
Eljvages, flowed fo far from their fources,
that the venom which they rolled along
became hard, like the fcoria of a furnace
when it grows cold. Hence was formed .
the ice ; which ftopped and flowed no more.
Then all the venom ‘that was beginning to
cover it, alfo became frozen: And thus
many ftrata of congealed vapours were
formed, one above another, in the vaft
abyfs. Jafnhar added ; By this means that
part of the abys which lies towards the -
porth, was filled with a mafs of gelid
vapours and ice; whilft the interior - parts
of it were replete with whirlwinds and
tempefts. Diretly oppofite to it, rofe the
fouth part of the abyfs, formed of the
lightnings and fparks which flow from the
world of fire. ‘Then Thridi proceeded,
and faid; By this means a dreadful freez-
ing wind came from the quarter of Ni-
flheim, whilft whatever lay oppofite to the
burning world was heated and enlightened.
And as to that part of the abyfs which lay
between thefe two extremes; it was light
and ferene like the air in a calm. A breath
of heat then fpreading itfelf over the ge-
lid vapours, they melted into drops; and
. of thefe drops were formed a man,. by the,
power of him who governed (8). This
man was named YMmIr; the Giants call

4 him
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him Aurgelmer. From him are defcended
all the families of the Giants; according
to that of the Volufpa; ¢ The prophetef~
«¢ fes are all come of Vjtrolfe, the fpeires
s¢ of Vilmode, and the Giants of YmIR.”
And in another place; ¢ The rivers Eli-
« wgges have run drops of poifon; and

¢ there blew a wind, whence a Giant was -

¢ formed : From him came all the fami-
« lies of the Giants.” Then fpake Gan-
gler, and faid, How did this family of
Ywmir fpread itfelf 7 Or do ye believe that
he was a God? Jafnhar replied, we are
far from believing him to have been a God ;
for he was wicked, as were all his pofterity.
Whilft he flept, he fell into' a fweat, and
from the pit of his left arm were born a
male and female. One of his feet begot
upon the other a fon, from whom is de-
feended the race of the Giants, called from
their original, the Giants of the Froft (c).

REMARKS on THE SECOND FABLE.

(A) Mufpels-beim fig-
nifies, the abode or refi-
dence of MuspeL ¥, But

_who is this Mufpel? - Of

this we are intirely igno-
rant, The-ancient {ages
of the north were defirous
to explain how the world
had been framed, and to
advance _fomething pro-

bable for its being fo cold
towards the north, and
warm towards the fouth,
For this purpofe they
placed, towards the fouth,
ahuge mafs of fire, which
they fuppofed had been
there for ever, and ferved
as a refidence to wicked
Genii.  This was the

# Literally, Mufpels Home, i &

matter
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matter oé \'wh}rch “the
Sun was made. This
Ether, or Fire, fo placed
at one extremity of the
world, enabled them alfo
to affign a probable rea-
fon for its final confla-
grationj for they were
abfolutely perfuaded, that
it would at the laft day
be confumed by fire. And
as to the north, it was
continually  cold there,
becaufe oppofite to that
quarter  lay = immenfe
mountains of ice. But
whence came that ice?
Nothing could be more
eafily accounted for; for
Heli, which had been pre~
pared from the beginning
of ages, waf watered by
thofe great rivers men-
tioped in- the preceding
fable; and thofe great
rivers themfelves, in flow-
ing at fo vaft diftance
from the fouth, whilft'the
courfe of their ftreams
carried them ftill farther
from it, froze at laft in
their currents, and fwell-
ed into huge heaps of ice,
which communicated a
chilline(s to the northern
winds. = Between = that
world of fire and this of
ice, there lay a grand
abyfs, which contained
nothing but air ; and here

was placed, ‘in proeefs of
time, the earth which
we inhabit. If we read
the fragment of Sancho-
niathon, preferved by Eus
febius, De Prep. 1. 2. c.10.
we fhall find there a hif-
tory of the formation of
the world, very much re-
fembling this. :

(8) ¢ By the powet
¢ of him who govern-
¢ ed.”) Here we have
the pleafure to obferve,
that our philofophers faw
the neceffity of having re-
courfe to the intervention
of a Deity in forming the
world. The vivifying
breath here mentioned;
feems to carty in it a
firong  affinity to the
¢ Breath of Life” which
God breathed into the
noftrils of the firft man;
according to the phrafe
of Scripture, Gen. chap.
ii. ver. 7.—One cannot-
doubt that the Celtic and
Gothic nations, as well
as the Perfians, and moft
of the Orientals, derived
many of their traditions
from Scripture.

(c) ¢ Giants of the
¢ Froft.”] There would
be no end of amaffing all
the ancient traditions

which
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which fome way or other
relate to the fubjeét of the
text. Ithath been a gene-
ralopinion in the eaft, that
God began with creating
Genii, both good and
bad, of very immenfe
powers : who for a long
time before ‘we exifted,
inhabited a world prior to
this of ours. . One may
fee in Herbelot, what
the Perfians relate con-
cerning the Dives, Nere,
Peris, and their king

Yor. II.

Eblis.~=——YmIr having
been formed, as we fee,
aut of the congealed
drops, all the Giants de-
fcended from him are
called, upon that account,
THE GIANTS, OF THE
Frost. It muft be ob-
ferved, that thefe Giants
are a fpecies intirely dif-
tinét from the men of Gur
race, the EppA having
not yet given any account |
of THEIR formation.

C THE



(18)

THE THIRD FABLE:

=7 Qf the Cow OEdunia.

YANGLER then defired to know
where the Giant Ymir dwelt, and

in what manner he was fed. Har anfwer~
ed, Immediately after this breath from the
fouth had melted the gelid vapours, and
refolved them into drops, there was formed
out of them a Cow named OEdumla. Four
rivers of milk flowed from her teats, and
thus fhe nourithed Ymir. The cow, in
her turn, fupported herfelf by licking the
rocks that were covered with falt and
hoar-froft. The firlt day that fhe licked
thefe rocks, there fprung from her, to-
wards evening, the hairs of a man; the
fecond day, a head; on the third, an in-
tire man, who was endo wed with. beauty,
agility, and power. . He was called Bure,
and ‘was the father of Bore, who married:
Beyzla, the daughter of the Giant Baldora.
Of that marriage were born. three fons,
Odin, Vile, and Ve; and ’tis our belief,
that
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that this Op1n, with his brotliers, ruleth
_both heaven and earth, that Opin is his
‘true name, and that he is the moft power-

ful of all the Gods (a). :

REMARKS ox tue THIRD FABLE,

In all likelihood this
fable is only an allegory ;
but whatever right my
privilege of commentator
may give me to explain
it, I fhall decline the at-
~tempt.

There is, however, a
very important remark to
be made here. A pow-
erful'Being had with his
breath animated the drops
out of which the firft Gi-
ant was formed. This
Being, whom the Eppa

- affets not to name, was
intirely diftiné&t from O-
din, who had his birth
long after the formation
of Ymir. One may con-
jeCure, therefore, (fince
we know that the Druids
never revealed their my-
fteries, but by degrees,
and with great precau-
tion) that. the hidden
philofophy of the Celts*,

meant to inculcate that
the fupreme, eternal, in-
vifible and incorruptible
God, whom they dusft
not name out of fear and
reverence, had appointed
inferior divinities for the
government of the world:
and that it was thofe di-
_vinities who, at the laft
day, were to yield to the
efforts of powerful ene-
mies, and be involved in
the ruins of the univerfe :
and that then the fupreme
God, ever exiiting, and
placed above the reach of
all revolution and change,
would arife from his re-
pofe, to make a new
world out of the ruins of
.the old, and begin a new
.period, which fhould in
its turn give place to an-
other ; and fo on through
all eternity. The fame
was the {yftem of the Sto-

* Itis fufficient juft to hint to the reader, that our ingenious author
goes here upon the hypothefis of M. Pelloutier, that the Goths and Celts
were the fame people, and that the do&rine of the Druids was alfo that
of the Scandinavian Scalds ; an hypothefis which I take to be extremeiy

T.

«wrongous,

C 2
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icsy who, as well as the
philofophersof the north*,
fuppofed that the world,
after it had been con-
fumed by flames, fhould
be renewed ; and that the
inferior Deities fhould be
deftroyed at the fame time.
What confirms all this,
is, that this Ged, fupe-
rior to Odin himfelf, and
of whom the vulgar a-
mong this people had
fcarce any idea, is repre-
fented in the lcelandic
poems as making a fe-
cond appearance, after the
death of zH the Gods,
in order to diftribute juf-
tice, and cftablith a new
order of things., See the
Icelandic odes, cited in
the antiquities of Bartho-
lin, 1. 2. c. 144

(a) ¢ The moft pow-
¢ erful of pll the Gods.”]
*T'is not wndeferving of
notice, thar all thg ancient
nations of Europe + de-
fcribe their” origin  with
the fame circumftances.
‘Iacitusfays, thatthe Ger-
mans, in their verfes, ce-
lebrated aGodborn of the
earth, named Tuiflon (that
is, the fon of Tis, or Tuis,
the fupreme God.) This

* Fry Lei Celtes,

T uifton had a fon named
Mannus, whofe three fons
were the original ancef-
tors of the three princi-
pal nations of Germany.
The Scythians, accord-
ing to Herodotus, lib. 4.
c. 6. & 10. faid that Tar-
gytaus (i. e. the GoodT aus )
the founder of their na-
tion, had three fons, Eei-
poxain, Arpoxain and’ Ko-
laxain, A tradition re-
ceived by the Romans,
imported (according to
Appian, Illyr. Lib.) that
the Cyclop PoLyPHEME
had by Galatea three fons,
named Celtus, Hlyrius, apd
Gallus. SATURN, the fa-
ther of Fupiter, Neptune,
and Pluto, might very well
come from thefame fource;
as well as the three fons
whom Hefiod makes to
fpring from the marriage
of Heaven and EArTH,
Coltus, Briareus,and Gyges.
A tradition fo ancient and
fo general, muft have cer-
tainly had its foundation
in fome real fa&, though
1 pretend not to decide
with Cluverius, that this
fa& is what the Scripture
tells us of Noan and his
fons; "yet one cannot de-
ny, that there is fome-

+ Fr. Tous les Pewples Celter,
2 thing
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sthing very ' probable in
«his 3 unlefs the reader is
inclined to give the pre-
ference to the fons of
‘GOMER, Affenaz, Ri-
phathy and  Togarmab.
Gen. x. 3 i
If I were not already
too prolix, I might find
here the traces of another
tradition, not lefs anci-
ept, very far fpread- over
the eaft, and in fome de-
gree confirmed by the 6th
chapter of Genefis *, 1
mean thofe two different
races, the one good, the

other evil, whom love at
laft_united. But I leave
the pleafure of making
this refearch, tothofe who
are fond of difquifitions of
this kind, Let me only
invite them to read, upon
this fubjedt, the pretend-
ed prophefy of Enoch,
cited in Syncellus, p. 11,
& feq. and La&antius’s
Origin of Errors..  They
will find there many fur-
prizing conformities wish
the above doctrines of the
Eppa.

* The common verfions of the paffage referred to
‘hy our author, run as follows: ¢ The fons of God
¢ faw the daughters of men, that they were fair; and

€

-

they took them wives of .all which they chofe. . . .

¢¢ There were G1aNTs in the earth in thofe days;
¢¢ namely, after that the fons of God came in unto
¢ the daughters of Men, and they bare children to

(13

them : the fame became mighty men; which were
¢¢ of old men of renown, &c.”

Gen. vi. 2, 4.

It is however but juftice to the facred writer, to

obferve, that it is only from a mifinterpretation of the
original words, that the wild traditions mentioned by
our author could have any countenance from the above
paffage : For, by ¢ the fons of God,” the beft com- -
mentators underftand the virtuous race of Seth; and
by < the daughters of men,” the vicious offspring of
Cain: and the fruits of this marriage were 99
“Nephilim, (not G1anTs, but) Men of Violence, from
‘ZEJJ, ruit, irruity, &c. | : e

1

ToikE



THE FOURTH FABLE.

How the fins of Bore made beaven and earth.

A'S there, proceeded Gangler, any
kind of equality, or any degree of
good underftanding between thofe two dif-
ferent races? Har anfwers him; Far from
it: the fons of Bore (a) flew the Giant
Ymir, and there ran fo much blood from
his wounds, that all the families of the
Giants of the Froft were drowned in it,
except one fingle Giant, who faved him-
felf, with all his houfehold. He is called
Bergelmer. He efcaped by happening to
be aboard his barle; and by him was pre-
ferved the race of the Giants of the Froft.
This is confirmed by the following verfes.
i Many winters before the earth was fath-
‘¢ joned, was Bergelmer born ; and well I
¢ Know that this fage Giant was faved and
* preferved on board his bark (£).” Gan-
gler demands, What then became of the
fons of Eore, whom you look upon as
' . ‘ Gods §



| (230

Gods? Har replied : To relate thisis no

trivial matter. They dragged the ‘body ‘of

Ymir into the middie of the abyfs, and of

it formed the earth. The water and the

fea were compofed of his blood ; the moun-
tains of his bones ; the rocks of his teeth ;

- and of his hollow bones, mingled with the
blood that ran from his wounds, they made
the vaft ocean ; in the midft of which they
infixed the earth (c). Then having form- -

"ed the heavens of his fcull, they made
them reft on all fides upon the earth : they
divided them into four quarters, and placed
a dwarf at each corner to fuftain it. Thefe
dwarfs are called East, WEsT, SoutH,
and NortTs. After this they went and
feized upon fires in Mufpelfheim, (that
flaming world in the fouth,) and placed
them in the abyfs, in the upper and lower
parts of the {ky, to enlighten the earth.
Every fire had its affligned refidence. Ience .
the days were diﬁingm% and the years
reduced to calculation or this reafon it
is faid in the poem of’VOLUSPA, “eeBor
¢ merly the fun knew, not its palace,’ the
¢ moon was ignorant of its powers, and
¢« the ftars knew not the ftations they were
¢ to occupy (p).” Thefe, cried out Gan-
gler, were grand -performances indeed!
moft ftupendous undertakings! Har goes
on, and fays, The earth is round, and

C 4 about
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about it is placed the deep fea; the fhores
of which were given for a dwelling to the
Giants. But higher up, in a place equally
diftant on all fides from the fea, the Gods
built upon earth a fortrefs againft the Gi-
ants (), the circumference of which fur-
rounds the world. The materials they
employed for this work, were the eye-
brows of Ymir; and they called the place
Midgard, or the Middle Manfion. They
afterwards tofled his brains into the air,
and they became the clouds: for thus it is
defcribed in the following verfes. ¢ Of
¢ the fleth of Ymir was formed the earth ;-
of his fweat, the feas ; of his bones, the
mountains ; of his hair, the herbs of
the field; and of his head, theheavens:
but the merciful Gods built of his eye-
brows the city of Midgard, for the chil-
‘ dren of men; and of his brains were
* formed the noxious clouds.” K

REMARKS on THe FOURTH FABLE,

I beg leave here, once

for all, to obferve, that
my divifions do not al-
ways agree with thofe of
the Eppa of Refenius,
or thofe of the Eppa of
Upfal.  For as they dif-
fer in the feveral manu-
feripts, I thought 1 might
?;ga_rd them all as arbi-

trary, and form other di-
vifions when they appear-
ed more commodious.

{A) ¢ The fons of
¢ Bore” are the Gods,
and particularly Opin :
for as to his brothers,
Vil and /e, they aré
fearcely mentioned elfe-
; . wheére.
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where. The ancient
priefts of the ¢ north *
affirmed themfelves to
be defcended of the fa-
mily of Bore ; and in this,
they might the more ea-
{ily obtain credit, becaufe
among the Celts, as a-
mong the Jews, the prieft-
hood defcended from fa-
ther to fon,

(8) ¢ This . . Giant
¢ was faved , . on board
¢ his bark.”] We dif-
cover here gvident traces
of the hiftory of the de-
luge. ' That all the na-
tions of Afia, and even
thofe: of America, had
preferved  fome remem-
brance of it, was gene-
rally knawn : byt that
the fame prevailed among
our northern anceftors,
the ¢ Goths and’ Celts,
has never I believe been
remarked before.

~ (c) ¢ They infixed the
¢ earth.”] The reader
will” remember that no-
thing exifted as yet, but
the Flaming Woild to-
wards the fouth, wherein
refided evil Genii; and
thofe maffes of Ice to-
wards the norih, which

were formed by the rivers
of hell. Between thefe
was a void fpace, called
the Asyss. This is the
place into which the Gods
threw the body of the
Giant.  ‘This monftrous
fition probably at furft
contained fome important
doétrine: but as at pre-
fent little regard is paid
to profound and learned
conjeétures,! 1 fhall not
give myfelf the trouble to
fathom the meaning’ of
fo ftrange an allegory.
‘Whatever was couched
under it, it hath been 2
fruitful fource of poetic
figures and expreflions ; of
which the ancient ScaLps
inceffantly availed them-
felves. Poets have inall
ages been fond of appear-
ing to {peak the Janguage
of the Gods, by ufing
thefe forts of phrafes ;" as
by this means they could
concea] their own want
of invention, and poverty
of genius.-

Of all the ancient The-
ogonies, I find only that
of the Chaldees, which
has any refemblance to
this of the Eppa. Be-
rofus,:cited: by Syncellus,
informs us that that peo-

$ Fr. Des Celres,

ple,
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ple, one of the moft an-
cient in the world, be-
lieved that in the begin-
ning there was only Wa-

ter and ‘Darknefs; that

this Water and Darknefs
contained in them divers
monftrous ' animals, dif-
ferent in form and fize,
which were all reprefent-
ed in the temple of Bel;
that 2 female, named
Omorga, was the miftrefs
of the Univerfe; that the
God Bel put to death all
the monfters, deftroyed
Qmorca herfelf, and divid-
ing her in two, formed
of the one half of her the
Earth, and of the other
the Heavens: to which
another  tradition adds,
that men were formed
out of her head ; whence
Berofus concludes, that
this occafioned man to be
endowed with intelle€tual
powers. 1 do not pre-
tend to aver, that tlfe
Chaldeans and northern
nations borrowed all thefe
chimeras of each other,
although this is not im-
poflible. Thefe ancient
nations had as yet but 2
few ideas, and their ima-
ginations, however fruit-
tul, being confined within
narrow limits, could not
at firft give icir inven-

tions that prodigious va-
riety, which was difplay-
ed in fucceeding ages,

p) ¢ The ftars knew
¢ not, &c.”’] The mat-
ter of the fun and flars
exifted long before the
formation of thofe bodies :
this matter was the Ather,
the Luminous World.
One cannot but remark
in this Fable, the remains

.of the Mofaic do&rine;

according to which the
creation of a luminous
fubftance, in like man-’
ner, preceeded that of
the fun and moon. And
what indicates one com-
mon origin of both ac-
counts, is what Mofes
adds in the fame place.
¢ And God faid, Let
¢ there be lights in the
firmament of heaven,
to divide the day from
the night; and let
them be for figns of
feafons, and of days
and of years, &c.”
Gen, c.'i. ver. 14.

~
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(E) <€ A fortrefsagainft
¢ the Giants, &c.”] The
Perfian ~ mythology a-
bounds with circumftan-
ces analogous to this, .
There are always Giants,
or mifthievous Genii, who

L wilh

.
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with ill o men, and hurt
them whenever it is in
their power. The He-
roes have no employment
{o dear and fo glorious as
that of making war upon
thofe Genii. At this ve-
ry day they are fuppofed
to be bantthed ameng the
rocks of Caucafus, or I-
ma.us, ever ﬁnce Tabmy~

ras, fur-named Divbend
(be who fubdued the
Dives] vanquithed and
put them to flight.  Ma-
hometufm has not been fo
fevere as Chriftianity, in
eradlcatmg thefe ancient
fuperftitions, and there-
fore the inhabitants of
Perfia are ftill very mu(,:h
;nfatuatcd thh them. i

THE
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THE FIFTH FABLE.

Of the formation of Afke and Emla.

FIHESE were indeed important la-
bours, faid Gangler; but whence

came the men, who at prefent inhabit the
world? Har anfwered, The fons of Bore,
as they were walking one day upon the
fhore, found two pieces of wood floating
on the waves. They took them, and made
a2 man of the one, and a woman of the
other (a). The firft gave them life and
foul ; the fecond reafon and motion ; the
third, hearing, fight, fpeech, garments,
and a name. They called the man Afke,
and the woman Em/z. From thefe two,
are defcended the human race; to whom
the Gods have affigned a habitation near
Mipcarp. Then the fons of Bore built,
in the middle of the world, the fortrefs of
AsGarDp; where dwell the Gods, and their
families (8). There it is, that o many
wonderful works are wrought on the earth,

7 and
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and in'the air.  Har added; And there if
is that the palace of Odin is fituated, called
Lidfkialf, or the Terror of the Nations.
When Opin is there feated on his lofty
throne, he thence difcovers every country,
he fees all the a&ions of men, and ¢om-
prehends whatever he beholds. This wife
is FrR1GGa, the daughter of Fiorgun, The
iflue of that marriage is what we call.the
family of the Asks, that is, of the Gods;
a race intirely divine, and which hath built
the ancient Asgarp. Wherefore Odin is
juftly called the UniversaL FATHER;
for he is the parent of Gods, and men;
and all things have been produced by his
power. ‘The Earth is his daughter and
wife (c). On her hath he begotten 4/z-
Thor (or the God Tror) his firft-born.
Strength and Valour are the attendants on
this God, and therefore he triumphs over:
every thing that hath life, ;

REMARKS oy tue FIFTH FABLE.

~(A) ¢ They made-a
* man, &c.”] We are
come at laft to the crea-
tion of our fpecies. The
circumftances of this fa-
ble, fhew that it was in-
vented among a people ad-
dicted to navigation, and
fettled in a country fur-
rounded with feas and

lakes. Bartholin conjec~
tures, thatthe philofophers
of the north, in making
men fpring from the fea,
intended to fortify the
Scandinavians againft the
fear, thatannihilation was
the confequence of being
drowned; and to make
themregard the fea, astheir

: propes
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properandnaturalelement.
Wefhall fee, by the fequel,
that the great aim of thefe
" warlike Theologians was
to infpire courage, and to
remove all pretences and
grounds for fear. Afke,
in_the Gothic language,
fignifies an AsH-TREE,
and Emla, an Erm. 1
fhall leave to others to
find out the reafon why
the preference hath been
given to thefe two trees 3
and what relation there
could be between the two
fexes, and thefe two dif-
ferent forts of wood.

(B) * Where
¢ the Gods and their fa-
¢ milies.”] AsGARD is

“literally the Court of the
Gods.  Some manufcripts
add, that AsGarD is
Troy ; but” this can be
no other than the margi-
nal note of fome copyift,
crept by miftake into the
text. ‘The Gods, being
continually threatned with
attacks by the Giants,
‘built in the middle a large
inclofure, named Mip-
GARD, or the Middle-
Abode, one of the ftrong-
eft of citadels. This is
the Olympus of Homer;
as the Uiants are his Ti-
tans. 1 (hall pnce for all

dwell

obferve, that the ¢ Ge= '’
¢ thic and’ Celtic nations,
as well as the Greeks,
derived all thefe fables
from the inexhauftible
fource of eaftern tradi-
tions. But the people of
the north preferved them
nearly the fame as they
received them, for above
two - thoufand years;
whereas the fame fables

. found in Greece fo fa-

vourable a foil, that ina
fhort time they multiplied
2 hundred fold.

(c) ¢ The EarTH is
¢ his daughter and wife,
¢ &c.”]  This fable -
proves that the ancient
Scalds underftood by the
name Frigga, the fpoufe
of the Supreme God ; and
that, at the fame time,
this Frigga was the Earth.
‘This doétrine is of very
great antiquity, and hath
been 'in general received
by all the ¢ Gothic and’
Celtic nations. Their
philofophers taught, that~
the Supreme God, Teut,
or Wodan, was the altive
principle, the foul of the
world, which uniting it-
felf with matter, had
thereby put it into 2 con~

.dition to produce the In-

or * Inferior

telligences,
Gads,
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Gods, and Men; and all
ether creatures. This is
what the poets exprefs fi-
.guratively, when they fa
'ttghat Odinyefpou[ed Frx:gga):
.or Frea, that is, the La-
DY, by way of eminence.
One cannot doubt, after
“having read ‘this paflage of
the Eppa, but it was
this fame Goddefs, to
whom the Germans, ac-
eording to Tacitus, con-
fecrated one of the Da-
nith iflands, worfhipping
her under the name of
Herthus, or the Earth :
(the Englith word Zarth,
as well as the German
Erde, being evidently the
fame with that, to which
Tacitus has only givena
Latin termination.) As
to the worthip that was
paid her, fee it defcribed
by Pelloutier, in his i/,
des Celtesy Vol 11. ¢. 8.
Though it was by the
concurrence of the Su-
preme God and Matter,
that this Univerfe was
produced; yet the ¢ anci~
¢ ent philofophers of the
¢ north *’ allowed a great
difference between thefe
two principles: the Su-
preme God was eternal,
whereas Matter was his

work, and of courfe had
2 beginning : all this, im
the language of the an-
cients, was exprefled by
this phrafe; ¢ Earth s
¢ the daughter and wife
¢¢ of the Univerfal Fa-

¢ ther.”

Lafily, from this my-
flical marriage, was born
the God THor. Afa-
Ther means THE LoRD
Tuor. He was the firft-
born of the Supreme God,
and the greateft and moft
powerful of all the infe-
rior divinities, or intelli-
gences that were born
from the union of the
two principles. One can-
not doubt but it was he,
who had the charge of
lanching, the thunder.
In the languages of the
north, the name given
to this God is ftill that of
the Thunder. When
they adopted- the Roman
Calendar, that day which
was confecrated to Fupi-
ter, or the Mafter of the
Thunder, . was affigned -
to Thor; and is called
at this day Therfdag,
THURsDAY, or the day
of THor. (See Vol. 1.
pag. g6.) To conclude,
Adam of Bremen, 2n au-

* Fr. Les Celtes,

5

thor
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thor of the eleventh cen-
tury, and a miffionary in
thofe countries, infinuates
that this was the idea
which the Scandinavians
had formed of bhim.
¢ Thor cum [eceptro Favém
| €€ cxprimere videtur, &c.”
Hift. Ecclef. c. 223.
There is not .the leaft
doubt, but itwasthe Jupi-

ter of the Gauls who had,
according to Czfar, ¢ the
¢¢-empire of things cé-
¢ leftial ;” as alfo the
Taran, whom Lucan re-
prefents as having been

‘adored by the fame peo-

plé, Pharfal, 1. I v. 444.
Taran, fignifies ¢ Thun-
¢ der,” in the Welfly
language at this day.

THE
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THE SIXTH FABLE.

Of the Giant Nor.’

HE Giant Nor was the firft who
inhabited the country of Fotunbeim
(a), € or Giants-Land.” He had a daugh-
ter, named NicuT ; who is ofa dark com-
plexion, as are all her family. She was at
firft married to a man called Naglfara,
and had by him a fon, named Auder.
- ‘Then the efpoufed Oznar ; and the daughter
of this marriage was the Earth., At laft
the was wedded to Daglingar, who is of
the family of the Gods. Between them
they produced Day, a child beautiful and
thining, as are all his father’s family ().
Then the Univerfal Father took NiGHT
and DAy, and placed them in heaven; and
gave them two horfes and two cars, that
they might travel fucceffively, one after
the other, round the world. NiGaT goes
firft, upon her horfe, named Rimfaxe (or
Frofty-mane) who, every morning when he
Vor. IL, D begins
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- begins his courfe, bedews the earth withe
the foam that drops from his bit; this is
the Dew. The horfe made ufe of by Day,
is named S%infaxa (or Shining-mane;) and
by his radiant mane, he illuminates the’
airand the earth (¢). Then Gangler afked,
How the Day regulates the courfe of the
Sun and the Moon. Har anfwers, There
was formerly a man, named Mundilfara,
who had two children fo beautiful and well-
fhaped, that he called the male Mane, or
the Moon ; and the female Sunne, or the
Sun (D). She married a man called Glerner.
But the Gods, angry at their prefumption
in taking upon them fuch fublime names,
carried them up to heaven, and obliged
the daughter to guide the car of the Sun,
- which the Gods, to illuminate the earth,
had compofed of the fires that iffued from
Mufpelfbeim, or the flaming world. At the
fame time, the Gods placed under each
horfe two fkins filled with air, to cool and
refreth them ; and hence, according to the
moft ancient accounts, comes the Frefhnefs
of the morning. As for Mane, he was fet to
regulate the courfe of the Moon, and its dif-
ferent quarters. One day he carried off two
children, named Bi/and Hiuke, as they were
returning from a fountain, carrying between
them a pitcher fufpended ona ftick. Thefe
twochildren always accompany the Moon, as

one
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' one may obferve eafily even from the earth,

)

But, interrupted Gangler, The Sun runs
very {wiftly, asif the were afraid fome one
thould overtake her.  So the well may, re-
plied Har ; for there are very near her two
Wolves, ready to devour her. . One of them
clofely perfues the Sun, who is afraid of
him, becaufe he fhall one day fwallow her
up. . The, other ‘as eagerly follows the
Moon, and will make him one day or
other undergo the fame fate. Gangler
faid, Whence come thefe Wolves ? Har
replied, There was at the eaft of MipcagrD
a Giantefs, who dwelt in the foreft of Farn-
vid (or Iron-woop) all the trees of which

‘are of ‘iron. The “ Giantefles of that

place, derive their .names from her. This
old forcerefsis the mother. of many Giants,
who are all of  them fhaped like favage
beafts. From 'her alfo {prung théfe two
Wolves.  :One in particular, of that.race is
faid to be the moft formidable of:all; he
is called' Managarmer ; o thonfter that fat- |
tens himfelf with the fubftances of men
who draw near to their end, Sometimes
he fwallows up' the Moon, and ftains the
heaven and the air with bleod (£). Then
the Sun is alfo darkened, as it is faid in
thefe verfes.of Voruspa::¢* Nearthe rifing
« of the Sun, dwelleth'the old witch of
* ‘the foreft 'of arnvid. “"There the brings

DYz « forth
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-
~

forth the fons fthe hath by Fenrus.

One

s of thefeis become the moft powerful of

ssrally

He feeds himfelf with the lives of

« thofe who approach to their end. Cloath-
« ed with the fpoils of the other Giants,
“ he will one day ftain with blood the

¢ army of the Gods:

the following Sum-

¢ mer the fight of the Sun fhall be extin-

"
-

guifhed.

¢ from all quarters.

-

¢ hend this faying 2

Noxious winds fhall blow

Do not you compre-

REMARKS on tue SIXTH FABLE.

(A) *¢ The countryof
¢ the Giants, &c.”}
There are great contefts
among the learned about
this country of Fotunbein,
or of the Giants ; which
{fo conftantly occurs inall
the ancient Chronicles of
the north. I needed
vnly have given a fketch
of their principal conjec-
tures, to have produced a
note of great erudition;
which  would certainly
have tired my readers, but
could bhave taught them
nothing they wanted to
know.

() Al his father’s
¢ family.”] One may
remark, that aceording to

this allegoric genealogy,
it is N1GHT that brings
forth the Day. All the
Celtic, ¢ as well as Go-
¢ thic’ nations, were of
this perfuafion. The an-
cient reafoners, more of-
ten even than the modern,
were reduced to the necef-
fity of explaining what
was obfcure, by what
was {till more obfcure.
‘That was a method very
well fuited, and intirely
analogous to the turn of
the human mind, whofe
curiofity isvery voracious,
but yet is eafily fatisfied,
and often as well with
words as ideas. NiGHT
being thus the mother of
Day, they thought them-

felves
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Telves obliged, in their
computation of time, to
prefer the name of the
Mother to that of the Son.
Befidcs, as they reckoned
by months purely lunar,
it was natural for them to
compute the civil day
from fun-fet, and from
the time when the Moon
appearsabove the horizon.
It will not' be amifs here
briefly to take notice of
the univerfality of this
cuftom: it was obferved
by the Gauls, even in the
time of Cfar, who pofi-
tively affirms thisof them;
and that the Germans did
the fame, we have the
teftimony of Tacitus.
The fame modes of fpecch
occur in the Salique-law,
and in the conftitutions
of Charlemaigne. (Vid.
Keyfl. Antig. p. 197.)
The fentences pronounc-
ed in the Tribunals of
France notlong ago, often
ordered the parties (compa-
roir dedans 14 nuits) € to
¢ appear ~within 14
¢ nights * ;” and as the
DAy was thought to
bring the NigHT along
with ' it, they afterwards

exprefled themfelves {daws
15 jours) ¢ within 15
¢¢ days,” a manner of
fpeaking no lefs familiar
to the ¢ Goths. and’
Celts, than to the Ro-
mans. The Englifh even
at this day, fay fenight for
Jeven-night, or feven
nights, that is, a week;
and fortnight, (i. e. four-
teen nights) for two
weeks, or 14 days. (See
Vol. I. p. 358.) In the
ancient hiftories of the-
north, frequent mention
is made of ¢ Children of
¢ two or three nights,”
and “ of two winters and
¢ two nights.”

(c) ¢ He illuminates
¢ the air, &c.”], We
have here a {pecimen of
the natural philofophy of
the firft ages. Inattempt-
ing to explain things the
caufes of which are ob-
fcure, mén of all coun-
tries have- gone in the
fame track ; and have re-
prefented what was un-
known by the image of
fomething they were well
acquainted with. This
is doubtlefs the true ori-

* It may deferve inquiry, whether the French had not thofe medes of
expreffion from the Franks, rather than the Gauls; i.e, rather from

their Gothic, than their Celtic anceftors. T,
D3 gin
A N2
47059
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pin of fable, We: per-
ceive, at firft fight, that
it cannot be men, who
difpenfe rain and fine
weather, who lanch the
lightning, &c.  There
was therefore a neceffity
for imagining there were
beings of much fuperior
powers, to produce thefe
wonderful operations ; but

none at all for afligning

to them forms different
from thofe of men and
other animals, T'hele fo-
lations. at once fatisfied
the curiofity and the ima-

gination 5 they were eafy-

to be comprehended ; they

interefted theheart a thou~

fand ways 3 and muft
therefore ~ fucceed, and
become lafting.  In fa&,
they bave cvery where
prevailed throughout the
world. . And thofe who

have fo far opened . their,

eyes, as to fee into the
falfity of thefe explica-
tions, have not been able
to renounce them without,
regrety-apd can ftill amufe
themf{elves with what they
believe. no longer. We
thall find in this Mytho-
logy more tlian one proof,
that the people of. the

north- have - yielded;, no -

Jefs than others, to this
natural propenfity ; and

thall be forced to agree
with M. de Fontenelles
that although a lively and.
burning Sun may infpire
fome pations with a grea-
ter warmth. of imagina-
tion, and may give to
their fpirits that concoc-
tion, if 1 may fo fay,
which compleats their re-
lifh and digeftion of fa-
bles; yet all men have
talents of this, kind, in-

dependent  of phyfical
caufes.,
(D) ¢ The female

¢ Sunna, or the Sun.”’]
The word for Sun is fill
of thé feminine gender in
the German tongue, and
that for the Aosn in the
mafculine. This obtain-
ed formerly in almoft all
the diale@s of the Gothic
language. The Eppa
here gives an explication
after the ancient manner,
of all the ccleftial appear~
ances. The poets were
willing to give a reafon
for all the various phafes
of the Moon, for the
frefhnefs of the Morning,
for the courfe of the Sun,
&c. I fhall leave fome
other commentator, more
converfant in aftronomy
than mylelf; to examine
whether the fpots in the
. == MQDn
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Moon bear any refem-
blance to the image which
the Edda’ gives of them
in this Chapter.

(E) ¢ Sometimes he
<« {wallows up the
¢ Moon.”] Here we
have the caufeof Eclipfes ;
and it is upon this very
ancient opinion, that the
general prattice is found-
ed, of making noifes: at
that time, to fright away
the monfter, who would
otherwife devour the two
‘great luminaries. Threa-
tened as they fo often were
with being fwallowed up,
could they hope always to
efcape the danger? The
¢ ancient Scandinavians¥*,’
who never loft fight of the

future ruin.of this uni-
verfe, did notflatter them=
felves fo far. The mon-
fter was to prevail at the
laft day; as we fhall fee
in the fequel. I fay no-

_thing here as to the idea of

theothermontfter’s fucking
out the fubftances of men
who die away infenfibly.
If it were worth while,
one might find ftill traces
of this notion among the *
popular prejudices of our
own times: Itis of more
confequence 'to remark
here, the great obligations
we owe to the progrefs of
fcience, and in particular
to the ftudy of nature, for
our prefent fecurity and
exemption “from: fuch

groundlefs terrors.

® Les Celtess  Orig,
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THYE SEVENTH FABLE.

Of the Way that leads to Heaven.

ANGLER afks; Which way do

they go from carth to heaven? Har
anfwered, with a fmile of derifion, That is
a fenfelefs queftion ; have you never been
told, that the Gods have erected a Bridge,
which extends from earth to heaven, and -
that the name of it is Bifrof 2 You have
furely feen it; but, perhaps, you call it
the Rainsow. Itis of three colours, is
extremely folid, and conftructed with more
art than any work in the world. But al-
tho’ it be fo very ftrong, it will neverthelefs
be broke in pieces, when the fons of Mu/~
pelly thofe mifchievous Genii, after having
traverfed the great Rivers of Hell, fhall
pafs over this Bridge on horfeback. Then,
' fays Gangler, It appears to me that the
‘Gods have not executed their work truly
and faithfully, in ereting a Bridge fo liable
to be broken down, fince it isin their pow-
- €r
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er to perform whatever they pleafe, The
Gods, replied Har, are not to be blamed
~on that account.  Bifroft is of itfelf a good
bridge ; but there is nothing in nature that
can hope to make refiftance, when thofe
Genii of Fire fally forth to war (a).

But, fays Gangler, What did the Uni-
verfal Father do, after he had built "Af-
gard? Har anfwered, He in' the begin-
ning eftablithed Governors (B) ; and ordered
them to decide whatever differences thould
arife among men, and' to regulate the go-
vernment of the celeftial city. The affem-
bly of thefe judges was held in the plain
called Ida, which is in the middle of the
divine abode, Their firft work was to
build a Hall, wherein are T'welve Seats for
themfelves (c), befides the throne which is
occupied by the Univerfal Father. This
Hall is the largeft and moft magnificent in
the world. One fees nothing there but
gold, either within or without. Its name
is Gladbeim *, or the Manfion of Joy.
They alfo erected another Hall, for the ufe
of the Goddeffes. It is a moft delightful
and delicate ftruture: they call it Vinglod,
or the Manfion of Love and Friendfhip.
Laftly, they built a houfe, wherein they
placed furnaces, hammers, an anvil, and

* Glad-heim, is literally in Englith Grap-noms, T.
2 all
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all the other inftruments of a forge; then
they worked in ‘metal, ftone, and wood;
and compofed fo' large' a quantity of the
metal called Gold, that they made all their
moveables, and even the very harnes of
their horfes of pure Gold: hence that age
was named the Golden Age (p). This
was that age which lafted till the arrival of
thofe women, who came from the country
of the Giants, and corrupted it. Then
the Gods feating themfelves upon their
thrones, diftributed juftice, and took un-
der confideration the affairs of the DwARFs;
a fpecics of beings bred in the duft of the
carth; juft as worms are in a dead carcafe.
It was indeed in the body of the Giant
¥Ymir, that they were engendered, and
firft began to move and live. At firft they
were cnly worms; but by order of the
Geds, they atlength partook of both human
fhape and reafon;. neverthelefs, they always
dwell in fubterraneous caverns, and among
the rocks ().

‘wHere follow fome wverfes of the Volufpa,
accompanied with a long liff of the principal
Dwarfs.  Some of which are faid to dwell
an the racks, and others in the duff, &e.

REMARKS ox tuz SEVENTH FABLE.

so(a) ¢ When ~thofe . “to war.”] It is very
¢ Genii of Fire fallyforth  remarkable "that this me-
A " nace
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tiace fhould fo often oc-
cur. But the ¢ Gothic
¢ and’ Celtic nations were
in general perfuaded, that
nature was in continual
danger; and that jts fe-
cret and public enemies,

after having for a long -

time undermined and
fhaken it, would at laft

bring on the great day of -

its general ruin. This
melancholy idea muft, I
think, have had its rife
from fome of thofe difor-
ders, to which our world
is often expofed; at which
times one would almoft
believe that the powers
who govern it, were en-
gaged in war with each
other,  And although
this idea muft have pre-
vailed more extenfively,
and been more eafily im-
prefled in thofe climates
where the feafons, fubjet
to fudden and violent re-
volutions, often prefent
nature under a languifh-
ing, or convulfed appear-
ance: yetitis well known
that there is fcarcely any
people, but what have
had expetations of the
end of the world; and
“have accordingly repre-
fented it fome way or
other ; either as effeGted
bx a deluge, or a confla-

gration: or, laftly, un.
der the veil of fome alle-
gory ; as by a battle be-
tween good and evil Ge-
nii. The Eppa employs

. all thefe three means at

the fame time : fuch deep
root had this doélrine
taken in the minds of the
poets, the theologians of
the north.

(8) ¢ He eftablithed
¢ governors.”] Thele- °
giflators of the Scythians
reprefented God himfelf,
as author of the Laws
which they gave to their
fellow citizens. Neither
ought we to efteem this
pretence of theirs as al-
together a political im-
potture.. When men had
brought themfelves to look
upon their Gods as the
protectors of Jufticeand in-
tegrity; the Laws, which
gave a public fanction to
thofe virtues, being re-
garded as the expreflion
of the divine will, might
naturally enough be call-
ed the Work of the Gods.
This manner of fpeaking,
though mifunderflood af-
terwards, would be fuffi-
ciently authorized by that
refpeét  and gratitude,
which fo great a benefit
would infpire, It is well

known
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known that among all na-
tions, the adminiftration
of juftice was at firft an
office of the prieft-hood.
The ¢ Teutonic and’
Celtic tribes  retained
this cuftom longer than
moft other people. -All
the ancients affure us, that
the priefts among the
Gauls were arbiters, not
only of private differen-
ces, but even of national
difputes: that they dif-
pofed of controverted
goods, excommunicated
the contumacious, and
inflited death upon the
guilty. Who could help
trembling before gover-
nors, who, to fpeak in

the language of the Ep- .

DA, diftributed juftice in
the name of the Supreme
God? In effeé, both
Czfar and Tacitus in-
form us, that among the
Germans, none but the
Priefts had a right to in-
fii& penalties; and this,
not in the name of the
Prince or People, but in
the name of the God of
Armies, in the name of
that God, who had ap-
pointed them Governors.
(V. Tacit. Germ. c. 7.
Czfar. 1, 6.) Hence it

was that thefe nations,
when they embraced chri-
ftianity, were beforehand
fo difpofed to attribute to
the Chriftian Priefts and
Bithops that unlimited
and fupernatural power ;
and 'to have for their de-
cifions that implicit fub-
miflion, as well as that
blind reverence for their
perfons, which have been
fo long the misfortune
and difgrace of humanity,

(c) ¢ Wherein are
¢ T'welve Seats for them-
¢ felves.”] Thefe Judges
were T'welve in number.
Was this owing to there
being T'welve primaryDe-
ities among the ¢ Gothic
¢ nations *’, as there
were among the Greeks
and Romans? This I
thall not take upon me to
decide: but I think one-
may plainly obferve here
the firft traces of a cu-
ftom, which hath extend-
ed itfelf to a great many
other things. Odin, the
conqueror of the north,
eftablifhed afupreme court
in Sweden, compofed of

‘Twelve Members, to affift

him in the fun&ions of
the priefthood and civil -

* Les Celtes, Orig,

goveras
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government. This doubt-
lefs gave rife to what was
afterwards called the Se-
nate. And the fame efta-
blithment in’ like manner
took place in Denmark,
Norway, and other nor-
thern ftates. ‘Thefe Se-
nators decided in the laft
appeal all differences of
importance; they were,
if I may fay fo, the Af-
feflors of the Prince; and
were in number Twelve,
as we are exprefsly in-
formed by Saxo, in his
life of king Regner Lod-
brog. Nor are other mo-
numents wanting, which
abundantly confirm this
truth, We find in Zea-
land, in Sweden near

Upfal, and, if I am not

miftaken, in the county
of Cornwal alfo, large
ftones, to the amount of
Twelve, ranged in the
form of acircle, and, in
the midft of them, one of
fuperior heighth. Such,
in thofe rude ages, was
the Hall of Audience;
the ftones that formed the
circumference, were the
{eats of the fenators, that
in the middle the throne
of the king, The like
monuments are found alfo
in Perfia, near Tauris.
Travellers  frequently

meet there with Ilarge
circles of hewen ftones;
and the tradition of the
country reports, that
thefe are the places where
the Caous, or Giants, for-
merly held their councils.
(Vid, Chardin’s Travels
into” Perfia, Vol. IIL
p- .) Ithinkone may
difcover veftiges of this
ancient cuftom, in the
fable of the T'welve Peers
of France, and in the
eftablithment of* Twelve
Jurymen in  England,
¢ who are the proper
¢ Judges, according to
¢ the ancient laws of that
¢ country. T.

(p) ¢ Named the
¢ Golden Age.”] This
Golden Age of the Eppa
is not worthy to be com-
pared with that of the
Greek poets; but in re-
turn, it may perhaps have
this advantage over the
other, that it is not alto-
gether without real exift-
ence. Thereis no doubt
but this Mythology, like
all others, perpetually
confounds the natural
Deities, with thofe per-
fons who were only dei-
fied by men, and to whom
were afcribed the names
of the farmer. Men, who

rendered
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rendered themfelves illuf~
trious by fome noble in-
vention, or by their at-
tachment to the worfhip
of the Gods, received the
names of thofe Gods af-
ter their deccafe; and it
was a long time before
the followingagesthought
of diftinguifhing the one
from the other. Among
our Scythian anceftors,
the firft men who found
out 2 mine of gold, orany
other metal ; and knew
how to work that metal,
and make fomething or-
namental out of it, were
doubtlefs regarded as di-
vine perfons. A mine
difcovered by chance,
would eafily afford and
furnith out that {light
magnificence; of which
the Eppa has here pre-
ferved a faint remem-
brance.

() ¢ Dwell .. . a-
¢ mong the rocks.’}]
‘This paflage deferves at-
tention.  We may difco-
ver here one of the effeéts
of that ignorant prejudice,
which hath made us for
fo many years regard all
arts and handicrafis, as
the occupation of mean
people and flaves, Our
Celtic, ¢ and Gothic’ an-

and much

ceftors, whetherGermarns,
Scandinavians or Gauls,
imagining there was fome-
thing magical, and be-
yond the reach of man in
¢ mechanic’ {kill and in-
duftry, could fcarcely be-
lieve that an able artift
was one of their own fpe-
cies, or defcended from
the fame common origin,
This, it muft be granted,
was a very foolith con-
ceit; but let us confider
what might poffibly faci-
litate the entrance of it
into their minds. There
was perhaps fome neigh-
bouring people, which
bordered upon one of the
Celtic ¢ or Gothic’ tribes ;
and which, although lefs
warlike than themfelves,
inferiot in
ftrength  and = ftature,
might yet excel them in
dexterity ; and addiing
themfelves to manual arts,
might carry on a com-
merce with them fuffici-
ently extenfive, tohave the
fameof it fpread pretty far.
All thefe circumftances
will agree well enough
with theLaplanders: who
are {till as famous for their
magic, as remarkable for
the lownefs of their fta-
ture; pacific, even to a
egree of cowardice ; but

of
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of a mechanic induftry,
which flormerly‘niuft have
appeared very: confidera-
ble. The flories that

were invented concerning,

this people,  pafling thro’
the mouths of fo many ig-
norant relaters, would
foon acquire all the de-
grees of the marvellous,
of which they were fuf-
ceptible.  Thus  the
Dwarrs foon became,
(as all know, who have
dipt but a little into the
ancient romances) the
forgers of enchanted ar-
mour, upon which nei-
ther {words, nor conjura-
tions, could make any
impreflion. They were
poffefled of caverns, full
of treafure, intirely at
- their own difpofal. This,
to obferve by the bye,
bath given birth to one of
the Cabaliftic do&trines,
which is perhaps only one
of the branches of the an-
cient northern theology™.
As the Dwarfs were fee-
ble, and but of fmall
courage ; they were fup-
pofed to be crafty, full of
artifice and deceit. This,
which in the old roman-

® La Theologie Celtigue.  Fr. Orig.

ces is called Distovaz-~
TY, is the chara&er al+
ways given them in thofe
fabulous natratives. . All
thefe fancies having ‘re-
ceived the feal of tinie
and univerfal confent,
could be no longer con~
tefted ; and it was the bu-
finefs of the poets to al=
fign 2 fit origin for fuch
ungracious beings. This
was_done, in their pre-
tended rife from the dead
carcafe of a great Giant..
The Dwarfs at firlt were
only the maggots, engen-
dered there by its putri~
faction: afterwards the
Gods beflowed upon them
underftanding and cun-
ning. By this fiion the
northern warriors juftified
their contempt of themj;
and at the fame time ac-~
counted for their ‘finall
ftature, their induftry,
and their fuppofed pro-
penfity for * inhabiting
caves and clefts of the
rocks. After all, the
notion is not every where
exploded that there are in
the bowels of the earth
¢ Fairies §, or a kind
of dwarfith and tiny be-

ingsy

" § Ihave, in this one place of the tranflation, applied the word Faz-
Rixs, in our common Englith netion of it s—Eut gur author has gene-

3
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ings, of human fhape,
remarkablefor theirriches,
their a&tivity and malevo-
lence. In many coun-
tries of the north, the
people are ftill ﬁrm}{ per-~
fuaded of their exiftence.
In Iceland, at this day,

the good folks fhew the
very rocks and hills, in
which they maintain that
there are fwarms of thefe
fmall fubterraneous men,
of the moft tiny fize, but

‘moft delicate figures.

#ally, throughout this work, ufed the French word Fees, (i, ¢. Pa1r125)
to fignify, not the little imaginary dwarfith beings, to which we appro-
priate the'word ; but to exprefs the Fates or Defliniesj or thofe inferior
female Diyinities that are affigned to watch over the lives and fortunes
of individuals.~=In this he feems rather to have had an eye to the Ori-
ental fables, than to thofe of genuine Gothic origin: however, the duty
of a tranflator requiring me to follow him, I beg leave here to apprize the
reader of this our author’s application of the word, Te

THE
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THE EIGHTH FABLE."

Of the Holy Cuty, or Refidence of the Gods.

ANGLER demanded: Which is
G the capital of the Gods, or the fa-
cred city ! Har anfwers, It is under the
Ath Ydrafil; where the Gods affemble eve-
ry day, and adminifter juftice (a). ' But,
fays Gangler, What is there remarkable
with regard to that place? That Afh,
fays Jafnhar, is the greateft and beft of all
trees. Its branches extend themfelves over
the whole world, and reach above the hea-
vens. It hath three roots, extremely.dif-
tant from each other : the one of them is
among the Gods; the other among the
Giants, in that very place where the abyfs
was formerly; the third covers Niflbeim, or
Hell; and under this root is the fountain
Vergelmer, Whence flow the infernal rivers:
this root is gnawed upon below by the
monftrous ferpent Nidboger. Under that
toot, which ftretches out towards the land

Vor. 1l E of
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of the Giants, is alfo a celebrated fpring,
in which are concealed Wifdom and Pru-
dence. He who has poffeflion of it is
named Mimis; he is full of wifdom, be-
caufe he drinks thereof every morning.
One day the Univerfal Father came and
begged to drink a cup of this water; but
he was obliged to leave in pledge for it one
of his eyes, according as it is faid in the
Voruspa: ¢ Where haft thou concealed
« thine eye, OpiN? I know where;
s« even in the limpid fountain of Mimis.
¢ Every morning does. Mimis pour Hy-
«¢ dromel. (or .Mead) upon the pledge he
¢ received from the Univerfal Father. Do
¢t you, or do you not, underftand. this?
¢ (B).”  The third root of the Afh is in
heaven, and under it lies the holy foun-
tain of Timze-pasT. ’Tis here that the g
Gods fit-in judgment. Every day they ride#
hither on horfeback, paffing over the Rain-
bow, which is the bridge of the Gods.
Thefe are the names of the horfes of the
Gods : Skifner is the beft of them; he
hath eight feet, and he belongs to Odin.
The others are Glader, Gyller, &c. The
horfe of the God Balder, was burnt 2long
with his mafter. As for Thor, he goes
on foot to the tribunal of the Gods, and
fords the rivers Kormet, Gormz, &c. All
thefe is he obliged to crofs every day on
foot,

.
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“foot, in his way to the Ath Ydrafil; for the
Bridge of the Gods is all on fire. How
comes it to pafs, interrupted Gangler, that
the Bridge Bifroff is on fire? 'That, fays
Har, which you fee red in the Rainbow,
is the fire which burns in heaven : for the
Giants of the mountains would climb up
to heaven by that Bridge, if it were eafy
for every one to walk over it.

There are in heaven a great many plea-
fant cities, and none without a divine gar-
rifon. ' Near the fountain, which is under
the Afh, ftands a very beautiful city,
wherein dwell three virgins, named Urda,
or the Past; Verdandi, or the PRESENT ;
and Sfkulda, or the FuruRe. Thefe are
they who difpenfe the ages of men; they
are called Nornies, that is, Fairies ¥, or
Deftinies. But there are indeed a great
many others, befides thefe, who aflit at
the birth of every child, to determine his
fate. - Some are of ccleftial origin; others
defcend from the Genii; and others from
the Dwarfs: as it is faid in thefe verfes,
¢ There are Nornies of different originals :
¢ fome proceed from the Gods, fome from
¢ the Genii, and others from the Dwarfs.
~—Then, fays Gangler, if thefe Nornzes dif-

* Norniry 1. is rather Fates, or Deftinies, Parce.
I have therefore chofe to retain the original word in
fome of the following paffages rather than render it
Farriks, after M, Mallet. T.

E 2 penk
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penfe the deflinies of men, they are vety
unequal in their diftribution ; for fome are
fortunate and ‘wealthy, others acquire nei-
ther riches nor honours; fome come to a
good old age, while others die in their
primeof life. Har anfwers, ‘'The Nernies,
who are fprung of a good origin, are good
themfelves, and difpenfe good - deftinies :
but thofe men to whom misfortunes happen,
ought to afcribe them to the evil Nornzesor
Fairies (¢). Gangler proceeds, and defires to
know fomething more concerning the Afh.
Har replied, What I have farther to-add
concerning it is, that there is an eagle
perched upon its branches, who knows a
multitude of things: but he hath between
his eyes a fparrow-hawk. A fquirrel runs
up and down the Afh, fowing mifunder-
ftanding between the eagleand the ferpent,
which lies concealed at its root. Four
ftags run acrofs the branches of the tree,
and devour its rind. There are fo many
ferpents in the fountain whence fpring the
rivers of hell, that no tongue can recount
them, as it is faid in thefe verfes. ¢ The
< large Afh fuffers more than man would
¢ believe. A ftag cats and fpoils it above ;
€ it rots on the fides; while a ferpent
¢ gnaws and corrodes it below.” And alfo
in thefe, « Under the great Ath are many
¢ ferpents, &c.” They relate befides, that
the Fairies or Deftinies who refide near the

4 foun-
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fountain of the Past, draw up water
thence, with which they bedew the Afh,
to prevent its branches from growing wi-
thered and decayed. Of fo purifying 2 na-
tare is that water, that whatever it touches
becomes as white as the film withinfide
an egg. ‘There are upon this fubjet very
ancient verfes, to this effe@, ¢ The great
¢ and facred Afh is befprinkled with a
¢ white water, whence comes the dew
¢ which falls into the valleys, and which
¢ fprings from the fountain of Past-
¢ rime.” Men call this the Honey-dew,
and it is the food of bees. There arc alfo
in this fountain two f{wans, which have
produced all the birds of that fpecies.

~

REMARKS ov Tue EIGHTH FABLE.

(a) ¢ Adminifter ju-
¢ flice.”] Wefeein the
preceeding fable, that the

tree remarkable  for its
fize and age. The ftates
of Eaft Friezeland, even

Gods aflemble together in
the open air, in avalley:
Here is their principal re-
fidence, under an -Afh-
Tree. 1n this, as in
other things, the Gods
are made to conform
themfelves to the man-
ners of men. The an-
cient ¢ Gothic and’ Cel-
tic nations for a long

time had no other place

of rendezvous, than fome

fo late as the thirtecnth
century, aflembled under
three large oaks which
grew near Aurich; and
it is not more than three
centuries ago, that moft
of the German princes
held their canferences tin-
der trees .- The averfion
thefe people had for in-
clofed places; the fear
of putting themfelvesinto
the power of a perfidious

+ Vid. Keyfl. Antiq, Sept. p. 78,79, 80, T.

Eg3 chief-
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chiefain, who, fortified
ia his caftle, was ftion-
ger than the laws and
magiltrat>s © and laftly,
that ancient impreffion,
not even yet worn entire-
ly out, with which their
religion bad infpired them
in favour of trees ; thefe
are probably the caufes
of the fingular cuftom
here alluded to in the
Eppa.
(8) ¢ Do you, or do
you not, underftand
¢¢ this ] TothisI can
only anfwer in the nega-
tive. This whele de-
fcription is moft certainly
allegorical. We meetin
it indeed with fome glim-
mering rays of light, but
thev are fo tranfient and
, fo broken, that one may
fairly own, the whole is
unintelligible.  One of
the tranflators of the Ep-
DA will have Minis to be
Minos; |1 am no more
warranted by reafon to
oppofe him in this, than

(49

he was to entertain fuch
a conceit,

(c) « The evil Fai-
¢ ries.””] Here we have
a compleat theory of Fair
ryifm. In this paffage
of the Eppa we have
the bud and germ (as it-
were) of what the anci-
ent romances * and po-
pular fuperftitions have
fo widely branched, and
applied to fuch a variety
of things.  All the Celtic
¢ and Gothic’ tribes have
had a great veneration for
the Fairies, or Deftinies;
and not without reafon,
fince every man’s fate or
fortune was in their hands.
The romances inform us,
that there were two kinds
of them, the Geod and
Bad ; but they diftinguith
them no farther. The
three principal, accord-
ing to the Edda, are the
PrEs#NT, the PasT, and
the FuturEe; a circum-
fiance which is wanting
in the Greek fable of the

* The romances in which thé FAtr1zs and DesTINIES are ufed as
f)'gmymous, are not thofe of Gothic origin, but rather the Oriental
tales and fables. TheFa1rtes of our own northern ance.tors, are pro-
Perly what are called throughout this work the Dwarrs: whereas our
author applies the word Fees (Fazr1rs) in nearly the fame fenfe as the
_La'un Nympheae and Parce ; and perhaps this may be the fenfe in which
it is generally ufed by bLis countrymen. The Narne, however, of the
Fdda, feem to be evidently the fame with the #eivd Sifpers, fotamous in
fGothic Hiftery and Romance, Sce Bartholin, Cauf Contempt. Moxt.
?. 6:-0. Junii Etymol, Ang. (Verb, Weznx,) £

Parce,
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Parce, and which is in
itfelf not badly imagined..
‘The Romans, who en-
larged their heaven, and
increafed the number of
their Gods, in proportion
as they extended their
empire ; having adopted
thefe ¢ northern ¥ divi-
nities, confecrated to them
divers monuments, fome
of which have been re-
covered. Thefe monu-
ments agree very well
with the Eppa §. They
almoft always prefent to
view three females: the
oracles thefe pronounced
had rendered them fa-
mous. They were efpe-
cially reforted to at the
birth of a child. In ma-
ny ‘places there were ca-
verns, where the people
fancied they might enjoy
the pleafure of their pre-
fence, and hear them
fpeak. Some places in
France retain ftill the
name of the Fairies
Oven, the Fairigs
WeLL, &c. Saxo, the
Grammarian, {peaks of
a chapel, where king
Fridleif went to confult
them about the fate of
his fon Olaus, and he
adds, that he faw three

T Fr. Ciktigues,

young women fitting
there. Sax. 1. 6. This
fuperftition, fo general
throughout Europe, hath
prevailed almoft as long
as that relating to witches
and forcerers. We fee,
in the procefs or trial of
the famous Marip or
OrrEeANS, that the was
accufed of going often to
a certain oak in a folitary
place, to confult the
Farries  (Fr. Fus.)
Thefe Fairies were, I be-
lieve, as to their origin,
deified prophetefles. The
Celtic ¢ and Teutonic’
women had a peculiar ra-
lent for improving all forts
of fuperfition ; and turn-
ing every thing - into
omens. Thofe who had
mott diftinguithed them-
felves in this art, were
deified, and became God-
defles af er their deceafe;
and as they had predicted
the fate of men on earth,
were believ d ftill to do
it in heaven.

This error is very an=~
cient. In the time of
Vefpafian, there was, ac-
cording to Tacitus, a fe-
male named Velleda,. half
a Prophetefs, and half a
Fairy, who, from the top

§ Vid, Keyfl. Ant. p. 33.270. 396. 44€.
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of a tower where fhe liv-
ed reclufe, exercifed far
and near, a power equal
to that of kings. Late
imperitabat are the words
of -the hiftorian. The
moft illuftrious warriors
undertook nothing with-
out ber radvice, and al-
ways confecrited to her a
part of the booty. V.
Tacit. Hift. 1. 4 & 5. In
general, one may obferve,

that the worfhip paid to .

women, hath always had
here in Europe. great ad-

vantage over that which
wasdireGed to men, The
religious refpe which
was here paid to the Fai-
ries or Deflinies, is of all
the doétrines of the an-
cient religion ¥, that
which hath longeft pre-
vailed. Thefe fabulous
divinities bave furvived
all the Gods and Genii,
both of the Celts and Ro-
mans, and though at laft
banithed every where elfe,
have found a kind of afy-
lum in our romances.

# Fr. La Religion Celtigue.

#.* To the inftances given by our Author (in
Note a) of the Gothic nations affembling under
Trees, may be added the following in our own coun-
try, viz.

The Wapentake of SKirE-AKE in the Weft-rid-
ing of Yorkfhire, is thought to have taken its name
from a remarkable Oak, to which the inhabitants re-
paired upon public occafions, as at a general Conven-
tion of the Diftri&, &c. See Thorefby’s Ducat.
Leod. p. 84. 150. So Berkfhire is thought to have
been denominated frem BEROKE, 2 bare, or difbarked
Oak, to which, upon particular emergencies, the in-
habitants' were wont in ancient times to refort and
confult about public matters. Camd. Brit. (by Gib-
fon, 1 Ed. p. 137.)——The Tranflator of this Book
knows a Manor in Shropthire, where the Manor-
Court is held to this day under a very aged Afh-tree:
there the Steward calls oyer the Copy-holders, and
forms a Jury; and then adjourns the Court to a neigh-
bouring inn, for the difpatch of bufinefs.
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THE NINTH FABLE.

Of the Cities which are in Heaven.

ANGLER fays to Har, You tell

me very wonderful things ; but what
are the other holy cities to be feen in hea-
ven? Har replies, There are many other
very fine cities to be feen there. In one of
them; called Alfheim (a), dwell the lumi-
‘nous Genii, but the black Genii live under
the earth, and differ from the others fill
more in their actions than in their appear-
ance. Theluminous Genii are more {plen-
did than the Sun; but the black Genii are
darker than pitch. In thefe parts there is
alfo a city called Breidablik, which is not
inferior to any other in beauty; and an-
other named Glitner, the walls, columns
and infide of which are gold, and the roof
of filver *. There alfo is to be feen the
city Himinborg, or the Celeftial Mount, fi-
tuated upon the frontiers, at the place

¥ The Edda of Goranfon fays Afgulli, of gold. T.
4 where



(58)

where the bridge of the Gods touches hea~
ven. The great city of Valafcialf, which
belongs to Odin, is all built of pure filver.
‘There is the royal Throne, called Lidfcialf,
or the Terror of the Nations. When the
Univerfal Father is feated upon it, he can
view the whole earth. On the utmoft li-
mit of heaven, towards the fouth, is the
smoft beautiful city of all : it is called Gimle.
It is more brilliant and fhining than the
Sun itfelf, and will fubfift even after the
deftru@ion of heaven and earth. Men of
real goodnefs-and integrity fhall abide there
for everlafting ages. The.poem VoLusra
fpeaks thus of it; ‘“ I know that there is
¢¢ a place brighter than the Sun, and in-
¢ tirely covered with gold, in the city of
< Gim'e: there the virtuous are to refide;
< there they fhall live happy throughout
¢ all ages (B).” Then Gangler demands,
What will preferve that city when the
black flame comes to confume heaven and
earth? Har replied, .We have been told,
that there is towards the fouth, another
heaven, more elevated than this, called the
Clear Blue; and above that, a third hea-
ven, ftill more elevated, called the Bound-
lefs. In this laft. we think the city of
Gimle muft be feated, but it is at prefent
inhabited only by the luminous Genii.

% 2 R E-
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REMARKS on Tue NINTH FABLE,

A) ¢ Ina city nam=
¢ ed Alfheim.”] Alfheim
fignifies, in Gothic, the
Abode of the Genii, that
is, of the Fairies of the
male fex. We may ob-
ferve, that they are of
differentchara&ers, Good
and Bad; for there is no
probability, that any one
good quality could be
afcribed to  creatures
blacker than pitch. Itis
needlefs to obferve, that
all the < Gothic and’ Cel-
tic nations have had thefe
Genii. The romances of
Chivalry are full of .allu-
fions to this imaginary
fyftem. The fame opi-
nions prevailed among the
Perfians. In many places
of High Germany, the
‘people have flill a notion,
that thefe Genii come by
night, and lay themfelves
on thofe they find fleep-
ing on their backs; and
thus produce that kind of
fuffocation which we call
the Night Mare. (See
Keyfler. Antiq. Sept. p.
500.) Inthe fame man-
ner they accounted for
thofe luxurious and im-
modeft illufions, fo com-
pon in dreams; hence

are derived the fables of
Incubufes and Sucubufes 3
and that general opinion
that there were Genii or
Sylphs of both fexes,
who did not difdain the
embraces  of = mortals.
With one fingle fiction,
fo fruitful as this, they
might have run through
the: whole world of na-
ture, and not have left 2

{ingle phznomenon unac-

counted for. To do this
there was only occa-
fion for Good and Bad
Genii, as we have feen.
abeve. With regard to
the Bad, they were par-
ticularly dreaded at the
hour of nocn; and in
fome places they ftill make
it a point of duty to‘keep
company at that hour
with women in childbed,
for fear the Demon of
Noon fhould attack them,
if left alone. This fis-
perflition hath prevailed
no lefs in France, than
elfewhere ; though je
came from the eaft. Se.
Bafil recommends us to
pray to God fome time
before noon, to avert this
danger. The Celtes with
the fame view, offered fa-

crifices.
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crifices.  One fays plea-
fantly, the true Demon
of noon is hunger, when
one has nothing to fatisfy
it +. If one looks back
upon fo many chimerical
terrors, and fo many pain-
ful and abfurd obfervan-
ces, from which we are
at this day delivered ; who
but muft applaud the pro-
grefs of literature and the
fciences?! See; upon this
fubje&, a differtation of
the learned Mr. Schutze,

in his Exerc. ad German.

Gentil. fac, Exercit. V.
P. 221
() < Live happy

¢ throughout 3ll ages.”}
We fhall fee this fubject
treated in 2 more exten-
five manner in anether
place of the Eppa, for
which (to avoid repeti-
tions) I fhall referve ma-
ny remarks I have to
make on this important
paflage.

4 Vid. Keyfler. Antiq. Sept. p. 500.~~The fame author gives a very
curious paffage from an ancient SCALD, concerning the Errs. Sce

- 591, j02.

.
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THE TENTH FABLE.

Of the Gods to be believed in.

Y ANGLER goes on, and afks,
G Who are the Gods, whom men
ought to acknowledge ? =~ Har anfwers,
There are twelve Gods, whom you -ought
to ferve.  Jafnhar adds, Nor are the God-
defles lefs facred. ‘Thridi proceeds, The
firft and moft ancient of the Gods is Op1n.
He governs all things. And although the
‘Gods are powerful, yet they all ferve him,
as children do their father (a). His fpoufe
Fricea forefees the deftinies of men, but
fhe never reveals what is to come, as ap-
pears from that converfation in verfe which
“Odin one day held with Leke. < Senfelefs
<< Loke, why wilt thou pry into the fates?
¢ Frigga alone knoweth what is to come,
“ but the never difclofeth it to any perfon.”
Odin is called the Univerfal Father, becaufe
he is the Father of all the Gods.” He is
alfo called the Father of Battles, becaufe

he

'
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he adopts for his children all thofe who afe
{lzin with their fwords in their hands. He
affigns them for their place of refidence,
the palaces of Valball and Vingolf; and be-
ftows upon them-the title of Herves (B).
He has a great many other names, as Haz-
ga-Gud, &c.. [Here forty-fix names aré enu~
merated.)

A great many names indeed! fays Gan-
gler : furely that man muft be very learned
who knows them all diftin&ly, and can tell
upon what occafions they were given. Har
replies, It requires, no doubt, a tolerable
‘memory, to recollet readily all thefe names.
But 1 will intimate to you however, in a
few words,”what principally contributed to
confer them upon him:"it was the great
wvariety of languages (8): for each people
being defirous to adore him, and addrefs
their vows to him, they have been obliged
to tranflate ‘his name each’into his own
language. Some of his’ other names have
"been owing to adventures, which have
happened to him in his travels, and which
are related in the ancient hiftories. Nor
can you ever pafs for a man of learning, if
you are'not able to give an account of all
thefe wonderful adventures,

R E-
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REMARKS on tHe TENTH FABLE,

(a) ¢ As children do
¢ their father.”] I am
obliged to return again to
_ Odin. There is nothing
in all Pagan antiquity
more exprefs than this
paflage, with regard to
the fupremacy of ONE
Gobp. The name of 4,
or LoRrbp, is again afcrib-
ed to him in tbis place.
The Gauls, in like man-
ner, called him alfo &,
or with a Latin termina-
tion Efus : for feveral ma-
nufeript copies of Lucan,
who fpeak of this God,
give the word Efus, with-
out the afpirate +. Ihave
faid elfewhere, that Sue-
tonius pofitively afferts the
fame thing of the Etruf-
cans. The Roman au-
thors have often called
him the Mars of the Cel-
tic people; becaufe, as
the Eppa clearly fhows
here, he ‘was the, fame
with the God of War,
Wherefore, (although the
learned Abbe Banier hasg
maintained the contrary)

‘advanced.

this Efus, whofe name
occurs in the. monuments
of the cathedral of Paris,
is, at one and the fame
time, the Supreme God,
and, to fpeak with the
Eppa, the Father of
Battles ; as P. Pezron had
(See La My-
thol. & les  Fables ex-
plig. T: 1L p. 650, &c,
Ed. Quarto.) Monf, Pel-
loutier, in my opinion,
hath proved, beyond all*
doubt, that the Supreme
God of the Celtes, Efus,
Tent or Odiny was the
God of War. (See Hift.
des Celtes, T.II. c. 7.)
It is to no purpofe to ob-
je&, that the Father of
Gods.and Men could not
at the fame time be called
the Father of Combats,
without manifeft contra-
di&ion; for the Eppa
eftablifhes this to be. the
fa& too {trongly to. be
difputed.  Befides,  con-
tradictions do not always
hinder an opinion from
being rcceived. Various

t Vid. Keyfl. Antiq. p. 139, &c. 187.—The paflage referred to in

Lacan, is this.

Et quibus immitis placatur fanguine cafo
Tentates borrerfque feris altaribus Hrsus,

Pharfal, L. 1, T, :
modi-
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modifications and diftinc-
tions are found out to
clear up the difficulty.
But there was no great
need of any here ; for the
¢ Goths and’ Celtes re-
garded war as a very fa-
cred occupation, It fur-
nithed, according to them,
opportunities for difplay-
ing courage; and of ful-
filling the views of pro-
vidence; which was to
place us here as in a field
of battle; and only to
grant its favours as the
peculiar rewards of forti-
tude and valour.

(B) ¢ It was the great
¢ variety of languages.”]
This reafoning upon the
names of Odin, may con-
tain fomething of truth
in it. The text recounts
a great number of thefe
names, which I have fup-
prefled, out of regard to
thofe ears which are not
accuftomed to Gothic
founds. ’Tis certain that
almoft all the names a-

fcribed to the Supreme
Deity, are either epithets
taken from the qualities
attributed to him, or the
places where he was wor=
thiped, or from the ac-
tions he had performed,
&c. This diverfity of
names hath often mifled
thofe of the learned, who
have applied themfelves to
the fludy of the Celtic
religion, juft in the fame
manner as hath happened
to thofe, who applied
themfelves to the Greek
or Roman mythology. In
the ancient Icelandic poe-
try, we find the Supreme
God denominated in more
than a hundred and twen-
ty-fix different phrafes.
They are all enumerated
in the Scalda, or Poetic
Diétionary. It would
therefore (as Gangler ob-
ferves) require fome ap-
plication, to give the rea-
fons of all thefe different
denominations, many of
which allude to particular
vents.

THE
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raat > - E

THE ELEVENTH FABLE;

Of the God Thor, the Son of Odini

YEREUPON Gangler demanded,
What are the names of the othér
Gods? What are their funions, and what
have they done for the advancement of
their glory ?  Har fays to him, The moft
illuftrious among them is Tror, He is
called Afa-Thor, or the Lord Thor; and
Ake<Thor, or the A&ive Thor. He is the
ftrongeft and braveft of Gods and Men (a).
His kingdom is named Thrudwanger. He
poffefles there a palace, in which are five
hundred and forty Halls. It is the largeft
houfe that is known ; according as we find
mentioned in the poem of Grimnis. * There
‘¢ are five huridred and forty Halls in the
¢ Winding Palace of the God Thor ; and~
¢« I believe there is no where a greater fa-
‘¢ brie, than this of the eldeft of fons.”
The Chariot of Thor is. drawn by two
He-Goats. It is in that Chariot that he
goes into the country of the Giants; and
Vor. Ik F -~ thence
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thence they call him the rapid Thor. He
likewife poflefles three very precious things.
The firft is a Mace, or Club, called Muwl-
ner, which the Giants of the Froft, and
thofe of the Mountains, know to their
coft, when they fee it hurled againft them
in the air : and no wonder ; for with that
Mace has this God often bruifed the heads
of their fathers and kindred. . The fecond
jewel he pofiefles, is called the Belt of
Prowefs; when he puts it on, he becomes
as ftrong again as he was before, The
third, which is ‘alfo very precious, are his
Gauntlets, or Gloves of Iron, which he
‘always wears when he would lay hold of
the handle of his Mace. There is no per-
fon of fo much learning, as to be able to
relate all his marvellous exploits; I myfelf
could tell you fo many, that day would end
much fooner, than the recital of what im-
mediately occur to me. Then fays Gan-
gler to him, I would rather hear fomething
about. the other Sons of Odin. To this

Har an{wered in thefe words :
T HE fecond

REMARKS ov tue ELEVENTH FABLE.

(A) ¢ Thor is the will recolle®t here, what
¢ itrongeft of Gods and I have faid a little higher
€ Men.”]) . The reader concerning this divinity

- ’ of
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of the northetn nations *.
The fun&ion afcribed to
him of launching the
thunder, made him pafs
for the moft warlike and
formidable of .all the
Gods. It was alfo Ther
who reigned in the air,
diftributed the feafons,
and raifed or allayed tem-
pefts. << THor, fays
¢ Adam of Bremen, is

¢ the God who, accord- -

¢ ing to thefe people,
¢ governs the thunder,
¢¢ the winds, the rains,
¢¢ the fair weather, and
¢ harveft.” = (See Hift.
Ecclef.) This Mace or
Club, which he hurled

againft the Giants, and .

with which he crufhed
their heads, is doubtlefs
the Thunder, which moft
frequently falls upon ele-
vated places. He was in
general regarded as a di-
vinity favourable to, man-
kind ; as he who guarded
them from the attacks of
Giants and wicked Ge-
nii ; whom he never ceaf-
ed to encounter and per-
fue. ‘The name of his
palace fignifies, in Go-
thic, ¢ The place of re-
¢ fuge from Terrour.”
As he was the firft-born

of the Supreme God ; bt
to fpeak in the language
of the Eppa, ¢ The
¢« Eldeft of Sons;” the
firft and principal intelli-
gence proceeding from
the union of the Deity
with Matter; they have
made him a middle divi-
nity, a mediator between.
God and Men. - It is pro-
bable that a_great many
people venerated him alfo,
as the intelligence who
animated * the Sun and
Fire. The worfhip of
the Perfians had in this
refped, as in a great ma-
ny others, the moft ex-
aét refemblance to thatof
this people. The Per-
fians held, that the moft
illuftrious of all created
intelligences was what
they paid homage to un-
der the fymbol of Fire or
the Sun, -wherein the in-
telligence refided. They
called it Mithr-as, or the
Mediator Lord. (The
word As fill fignifies
Lord, in Perfian.) They,
as well as the Scandina~
vians, kept a perpetual
and facred fire, in confe-
quence of this perfuafion.
The Scythians, accord«
ing to Herodotus and He~

® Fr. Ds Celtes,

F a2 fychius,
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{ychius, adored this divi-
nity under ¢he title of Go-
eto-Syrus, which fignifies
“The Good Star., This
word §r, or Seir, which
the Perfians employed to
denominatethe Sun, feems
to be the fame with Ther,
only in a different dialect,
The ancient people of
the north pronounced the
th in the fame manner as
the Englifh do at prefent;;
not very different from /.
They had a particular.
chara&er for that letter,
which was afterwards loft
in the other diale&s of
the Saxon language, All
the Celtic nations have
¢ in like manner,” been
accuftomed to the worfhip
of the Sun; either as di-
“tinguifhed from Ther, or
confidered as his fymbol.
Tt was a cuftom that eve-
vy where prevailed in an-
cient times, to celebrate

a feaft at the winter fol-
ftice, by which men tef-
tified their joy at feeing
this great luminary re-
turn again to this part of
the heavens. They fa-
crificed horfes to him, as
an emblem, fays Herado-
tus, of the rapidity of
this planet. This was
the greateft folemnity in
the year. They called it
in many places, Yol, or
Yuul, from the word Hi-
aul, or Hsul, which even
at this day fignifies the
Sun, in the languages of
Bafs Britagne, and Corn-
wal ¥, When the an-
cient Pagan religion gave
place to the Chriftian,
the rejoicings, feafts and
no&urnalaflemblies which
that feftival authorifed,
indecent as they were,
were not fupprefled, left,
by endeavouring to gain
all, all fhould be loft.

* This is piving 2 Celtic derivation of a Gothic word, (two langnages
extremely. different,}—The learned Dr, Hickes thus derives the term
in queftion. ‘¢ F=of, Cimbricum, Anglo-Saxonic Jferipium, Lieol; e
¢¢ Dan. Sax. Tul, oinu Sfacile mutato, ope intenfivi prafixi 1 et Fe, fa-
“ giune =, ol, Commefla spotatio, comviwiumy  fympofiym.’’ —ms
£ (Ip. OV cerevifiam denctat, & metonymici Convivium.) ~ Junii Etym.
Ang. V, YVeor.

Qur ingenicus author, however, is certainly right as to the origin
and defign of the Yure-FrasTi the Greenlanders at this day keep a
Sun-FrasT at the winter folftice, about Dec, 22. to rejoice at the re-
turn of the Sun, and the expected renewal of the Hunting feafon, &=.
‘Which cuftom they may pofiibly have learnt of the Norvegian Colony
formerly fet‘lledin Greenlind.  See an account of this feftival in Dav.
Cranta’s Hift. of Greenland, 2 Vuls, 8ve. 1767, Vol L p. 176, T.

The
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The church was content
to fanctify the end of this
feafting, by applying it
to" the nativity of our
Lord; the anniverfary of
which happened to be
much about the fame
time. In the languages of
the north, Fuul, or Yule,
ftill fignifies Chriftmas;
and the manner in which
this feftival is celebrated
in many places, as well
as the old name itfelf, re-
minds us of many cir-

cumftances of its firft
original,  (See Scheffer.
Upfal. Antiq. ¢. 7. Pel-
lout. Hift. des Celt, T.1I.
c. 12+.) Ihave already
obferved, that in all the
languages of the north,
the day confecrated'to the
Fupiter tonans of the Ro-"
mans, was transferred to
the God THoOR, and was
named Thorfdag, &c. that

4 Sec alfo Kej@l. Antiq, p. 159, &c. 349, 367¢ T

is, THURsSDAY. See
Vol. L. pag. g6.
THE



(70) -

THE TWELFTH FABLE.

‘ Of the God Balder.

HE fecond fon of Odin is named
BarLper, He is of an excellent
natural temper; and hath the univerfal
praife of mankind: fo handfome in his per-
fon, and of fo dazling a look, that he
{eems to dart forth rays of light (a). To
make you comprehend the beauty of his
hair, you fhould be informed that the
whiteft of all vegetables is called, the
« Eye-brow of Balder.” This God, fo
radiant and graceful, is alfo the moft elo-
quent and benign; yet fuch is his nature,
that the judgments he has pronounced can
never be altered. He dwells in the city of
Breidoblik, before-mentioned. This place
1s in heaven, and nothing impure can have
admittance there: this is confirmed by the
following verfes: ¢ Balder hath his pala-
¢ ces in Briedablik, and there I know are
¢¢ columns, upon which are engraven verfes,

¢ capable of recalling the dead to life.”
i The
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The third God is he, whom we. call
Krorp. He dwelleth in a -place nizmed,
Noatun. He is ruler of the winds: he
checks the fury of the fea, ftorms and
fire (8). Whoever would fucceed in navi-
gation, hunting or fithing, ought to pray to
this God. He is fo rich, that he can give
to his votaries kingdoms and treafures : and
upon this account alfo he deferves to be in-
voked. Yet Niord is not of the lineage of
the Gods. He was reared at Panbeim, that
is, in the country of the VanEes; but the
Vanes delivered him up an hoftage to the
Gods, and received in his place Haner. By
this means a peace was re-eftablithed be-
tween the Gods and the Vanes.  Niord took
to wife Skada, the daughter of the Giant
Thiaffe. She prefers dwelling on the fpot
where her father inhabits, that is, in the
land of the mountains; but Niord loves to
refide near the fea : yet they came at length
to this agreement between themfelves, that
they fhould pafs together nine nights among
the mountains, and three on ' the fhore of
the fea.” One day Niord, returning from
the mountains, compofed this fong ; « How
‘“ do I hate the abode of the mountains?
¢« I have only. paffed nine nights there;
<« but how long and tedious did they feem !
¢ There one hears nothing but the howl-
¢ ing of wolves, inftead of the fweet fing-

F a4 “ ing
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* ing of the fwans *, who dwell on the
$¢ fea-fhores.” In anfwer to this, Skada
compofed the following verfes : ““ How is
« jt poffible for me to enjoy my reft on
¢« the couch of the God of the Ocean;
¢ whilft birds in flocks returning each
¢t morning from the foreft, awake me with
#¢ their fcreamings ?” Then Skada return-
ed to the mountains, where her father
dwells; there fnatching up her bow, and
faftening on her fnow-fkates, fhe often
employed herfelf in the chace of favage
beafts -+,

* It is very remarkable, that the ancient Icelandic
bards fhould have got hold of that fabulous opinion of
the SwaN’s being a finging bird; which fo generall
prevailed among the Greek and Roman poets. l);
would be a curious fubje& of difquifition, to inquire
what could have given rife to fo arbitrary and ground-~
lefs a notion. —~—There can be no miftake about the
bird here; for the Icelandic words are the fame with
our Englith : Saungui Suana, < The fong, or finging
¢ of SwANS.,” Cantus Cygnorum. T.

+ The reader will find an additional paffage here in
the Latin verfion of Goranfon; as alfo fome parts of
$he preceding paragraph differently rendered. :
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REMARKS ov Tue TWELFTH FABLE,

(a) ¢ He feems to
$¢ dart forth rays of
¢ light.] Of all the
nations who have for-
merly adhered to the
¢ Gothic’ religion +, none
have given us fuch a par-
ticular defcription of it as
the Icelanders. If we are
not therefore always able
to prove, that fome of the
points contained in the
doltrine of the Eppa
have been univerfally re-
ceived by other ancient
nations of Europe; muft
it be thence concluded,
that thefe do@rines ¥vere
unknown to them ? Ana-
logy authorifes us to judge
the contrary. The con-
formities, we difcover in
that part which we know,
may ferve to anfwer for
~ what remains unknown.
But this reafoning, which
I think well founded,
fhall not hinder me from
feeking more pofitive
proofs of that refemblance
and conformity, as far as
one can difcover any tra-
ces of it amid the ruins
of antiquity.  There is
in this place matter for

F Fr. La Religiog Geltique,

the exercife of inveftigas
tion. Who is this God
Balder? Was he known
to the other nations of
Europe? Itfeems to me
probable, that Balder is
the fame God, whom the
Noricians and Gauis wor-
fthiped under the name of
Belenus.,  This was a ce-
lebrated God among the
Celtes. Many inferip-
tions make mention of
him, Weeven find mo-
numents, where he is ex~
hibited according to his
attributes. That which
hath been long preferved
at the caftle: of Polignac,
reprefents him with a ra-
diated head, and" a large
open mouth ; which ex=
actly agrees with the pic-
ture here given of him in
the Eppa; as a God re-
fplendent and eloquent,
We eafily fee, that Be
len and Balder came from
the fame origin, that is,
from the Phrygian word
Bal, or Balen, which fig-
nifies King, and which
they formerly applied to
the Sun. Selden (de Diis
Syris. Synt. IL «¢. 1.)

thinks
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thinks that the ancient
Britons called him Beler-
tu¢ades. This was
Apollo of the Greeks and
Romans, the Sun confi-
dered as a benign and fa-
lutary conftellation, who
. chaced away maladies,
animated the fpirits, and
warmed the imagination,
that fruitful mother of
poctry and all the other
arts.

(8) ¢ He checks the
¢ fury of the fea, ftorms
¢¢ and fire.”] This God,
¢ or at leaft a God with
¢ thefe attributes,” hath
been adored by all the an-
cient ¢ nations of Eu-
¢ rope, as well Goths as’
Celtes: as alfo by the
Perfians, and the people
who dwell around the
Euxine and Cafpian {eas.
They all of them afligned
a Genius or God to the
waters, whether of the
fea, or of rivers, or foun-
tains. This God would
not fail to be adored, and
loaded with prefents. In
many places among the
Gauls, they every year
confecrated to him ani-
mals, precious ftuffs,
fruits, and gold and fil-
ver. Such was that fmall
piece of water near Tou-

ps

the*

loufe, into which great
riches were thrown in
honour of this Deity.
They looked upon him as
eafily provoked, and upon
his goodnefs as not a lit-
tle precarious; but fuch
as was not ill adapted to
the temper of him who
was the mafter and direc-
tor of fo deceitful an ele-
ment. Thus the Eppa
fcruples to admit him into
the family of the Gods.
The common people, in
divers places of Germany
and the north, are ftill
perfuaded that men owe
him a yearly tribute 5 and
that when any body is
drowned, this God hath
carried him away. They
call him, in Germany,
Der Nix; and formerly
in the north, Nocken.
They had no other phrafe
to exprefs a perfon’s dy-
ing in the water, but
¢ Nocken hath taken
¢ him;” and hence with-
out doubt is derived the
French word Noyer, to
drown. The Gauls call-
ed this divinity Neith,
They believed that he re-
fided in the fea, and in
pools. There was near
Geneva, in the lake which-
goes by the name of that
town, a rock confecrated

te
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to him, - which ftill re-
tains the name of Neiton ;
a word approaching very
near to that of Noatun,
which, according to the
Epbpa, is the refidence
of the God of Waters.
The Romans retained
both the worfhip and
name of this God, wha
was adored by the ancient
Celtic nations of Italy.
In general, all the feveral
people of Europe have
had a great veneration for
this Divinity, and no-
thing was more difficult
than to bring them off

from the worfhip they
paid him; this furnithed
fubject for the prohibi-
tions of many a council.
Even within the bofom of
the Chriftian Church,
the people long continu-
ed to repair in crouds to
certain fountains, in-or=
der to adore the benefi-
cent Genius, who, by an
incomprehenfible power,
made the waters flow in
equal and uninterrupted
abundance; they covered
them with flowers and
prefents; and poured out
libations.

O fons Bandufiz, [plendidior vitro
Dulci digne mero 5 non _fine floribus,
Cras donaberis haedo . , . '

THE
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THE THIRTEENTH FABLE.

Of the God Frey, and the Goddefs Freya.

IORD had afterwards, at his refi-
dence of Noatun, two children,
named Frey, and FREYA ; both of them
beautiful and vigorous. Frey is the mildeft
of all the Gods. * He prefides over the rain,
and the {un, and all the productions of the
earth. He is to be invoked in order to ob-
tain either fine feafons, or plenty, or peace ;
for it is he who difpenfes peace and riches.
Freya is the moft propitious of the God-
defles. The place which fhe inhabits in
heaven, is called ¢ The Union of the
¢ People.” She goes on horfeback to
every place where battles are fought, and
afferts her right to one half of the flain;
the other half belongs to OpiN. Her pa-
lace is large and magnificent; thence fhe
fallies forth in a chariot, drawn by two
cats. She lends a very favourable ear to
the vows of thofe who fue for her affift-
7 ance.
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ance. It is from her that the Ladies have
received the name, which we give them in
our language. She is-very much delighted
with the fongs of lovers; and fuch as
would be happy in their amours ought to
worfhip this Goddefs.

Then fays Gangler, All thefe Gods ap-
pear to me to have great power: and I am
not at all furprized (A) that you are able to
perform fo many great atchievements, fince
you are fo well acquainted with the attri-
‘butes and fun@ions of each God, and know
what it is proper to afk of each in order to
fucceed.  But are there ftill any more of

them, befides thofe you have already nam-
ed? 4

REMARKS o~ T THIRTEENTH FABLE.

Frev is fome inferior
intelligence or divinity,
who refided in the air.

guage, viz. Frayer, to
engender or fpawn as
fithes do; and Friand,

FrEYA, who has often
been taken for Fricea,
is the Goddefs of Love,
the Venus of the Scan-

dinavians. The ladies
are called, in Danifh,
Fruer; and, in ancient

Gothic, the word Freya
appears to have fignified
the fame thing. ~This
name has a remarkable
anzlogy to the following
words in the French lan-

which anciently fignified
¢ full of defire :” as alfo
to Frija, which in Swe-
difh fignifies to be amo-
rous, and to feek in mar-
riage ; and Friar, a gal-
lant. The name Aphro-

-ditis, which was given

to Venus by the people of
Greece, feems alfo to
bear fome affinity to this.
Gallantry being one of
the principal virtues of

every
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cvery brave wartior, it
was but right that the
Goddefs of Love fhould
have the charge of re-
warding one half, at leaft,
of thofe who had died
with their fwords in their
hands.

a) ¢ Tam not at all
¢¢ furprized, &c.”] The
people fettled in Scandi-
navia, before the arrival
of Odin, were a very
fimple race, and eafily
aftonithed. This con-
.queror fubdued them as
much by impofing - on
their minds, as by van-
quifhing their arms. A-
mazed at ‘thofe fuccef-
fes, which their own ig-

norance had occafioned,
and was not able to ac-
count for; they very

,wifely fent to Odin him-

felf, to inquire the caufe.
We have feen that this
was the end, which Gan-
GLER, or the king who
afflumed that name, pro-
pofed -to himfelf. Here
he learned fo many new
circumftances concerning
the funétions of the feve-
ral Gods, and the wor-
fhip to be paid them in
order to fecure their fa-
vour, that he thought he
had difcovered the myfte-
ry, and was now in a
condition to cope with
his rival..

THE
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THE FOURTEENTH FABLE.

Of the God Tyr.

AR anfwercd, There is the God
Tvyr, who is the moft bold and in-
trepid of all the Gods. Tis he who dif-
penfes vi€tories in war; and therefore war-
riors do well to pay their addreflfes to him.
It hath become proverbial to fay, of a man
who furpaffes others in valour, that he is as
BRAVE As TYR. Let me give you a proof
of his intrepidity. The Gods one day
would fain have perfuaded the wolf FEN-
RIs, their enemy,, to permit himfelf to be
chained up; but he, fearing left they fhould
never afterwards unloofe him, perfifted in
his refufal, till Tyr put his hand, by way
of pledge, into the mouth of this monfter.
The Gods not _judging it proper to redeem
the pledge by unchaining the wolf, he bit
off the God’s hand, fevering it at that part,
which has been ever fince ca]led < Uflithr,
¢ or’ THE WOLF's JoINT. From that time
this
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this God hath had but one hand. His ré=
markable prudence has given occafion to
this form of expreflion, fuch a ane is ‘“fa-
¢ oacious as Tyr:” but it is believed, that

he does not love to {ee men live in peace.
There is another God, named BRAGE;
who is celebrated for his wifdom, eloquence
and majeftic air. He is not only eminently
fkilled in poetry, but the art itfelf is called
from his name Brager, and the moft diftin-
uifhed poets receive their names from him.
%iis wife is called Iduna. She keeps in a
box certain apples, which the Gods tafte
of, whenever they feel old age approach-
ing ; for thefe apples have the virtue of re-
ftoring yoitth to all who eat them: it is
by this means that the Gods will fubfift till
the darknefs of the laft times. Hereupon
Gangler cricd-out, Certainly the Gods have
committed a great treafure to the guardian-
thip and good faith of Iduna. Har {miling,
fays to him, And hence it happened, that
they once ran the greateft rifk in the world ;
as I fhall have occafion to tell you, when

you have learnt the names of the othef
Gods.

REMARKS ox THe FOURTEENTH FABLE:

Tyr was fome inferior I do not believe that men=
divinity, who prefided tion is made of him any
particularly over battles. where elfe, except in the

Eppa
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Ebpa and other Icelan-
dic monuments. And
yet it is certain that this
God hath been adored by
all the northern nations ;
fince in all the different
diale@s of this people,
the name of the third day
of the week, which the
Romans confecrated to

Mars ( Dies Martis) hath

been formed from °the .

name of 7yr. This day
is called Tyrfdag in Danith
and Swedifh : and in the
other dialeéts by -a fome-
what fofter : modulation,
Thifdag, Diftag, Tufdag,
TujssiAY.:ﬁ(.See V,c{l. I,
pag. 99.) Tacitus, hére,
as almoft every where elfe,
perfeétly agrees with our
monuments. He renders
the name TR, by that

.of Mars, and makes him

< Vor. 1II.

-G

a fubaltern, and inferior
divinity to the God Opix,
whom. he defcribes under
the.name of Mercury.

As to the God BRAGE,
we know nothing more
of him than what we learn
from the Eppa; and yet
the Gauls had likewife a
God of eloquence, named
by the Romans Herculus

gmius 3 but whether he
was the fame with Brage
does not appear. - The
apples of Iduna are a ve--
ry agreeable fition. In
this part of the ftory we
again difcover the favou-+
rite {yftem of the Celtes,
relpe&ting the infenfible
and continual decay of
natute, and of the (g,ods,
who were united to it,
and depended upon it,

THE
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THE FIFTEENTH FABLE:

Of Heimdall, and fome other Gods.

N HERE is another very facred and
powerful Deity, who is called He1M-
parr. He is the fon of nine Virgins,
who are fifters. He is likewife called the
«¢ God with the Golden Teeth,” becaufe
his teeth are of that metal. He dwells ag
the end of the bridge Bifroff, orthe Rain-
Bow, in a caftle called "¢ the Celeftial
«_Fort.” He is the fentinel or watchman
of the Gods. The poft affigned him is to
abide at the entry into heaven, to prevent
the Giants from forcing their way over the
bridge. He fleeps lefs than a bird; and
{ees by night, as well as by day, more than
a hundred leagues around him. So acute
is his ear, that he hears the grafs grow-
ing on the earth, and the wool on the
fheep’s back ; nor'doth the fmalleft found
efcape him. Befides all this, he hath a
trumpet, which is heard through all the
" worlds.



R

sorlds:  This God is celebrated in the fol=
lowing verfes: ¢« The CeLesTiaL ForT
¢ is the caftle where Heimdall refideth,
t¢ that facied gnardian of heaven; wha
¢ drinketh divine hydiomel in the fecure
¢ and tranquil palaces of the Gods.”

Among the Gods we reckon alfo Ho=
DER, who is blind, but extremely ftrong.
Both Gods and Men would be very glad if
they never had occafion to pronounce his
name *; yet Gods and Men will long pre=
ferve the remembrance of the deeds per-
formed by his hands. The ninth God is
the filent Vipar, who wears very thick
thoes, but of fo wonderful a contexture,
that by means of them he can wilk in air,
and tread upon water. He is almoft as
ftrong as the God Tror himfelf ; and inall
critical conjunctures, affords the Gods great
confolation. The tenth God, Vice, or
Vavri, is one of the fons of OpiN and
Rinpa. He is bold i war, and an excel-
lent archer. The eleventh is ULLER, the
offspring of Sifie, and fon-in-law of THoR.
He is o quick in thooting his arrows, and
fo nimble in the ufe of his fkates, that no-
body can ftand before him. He is alfo very
handfome in his perfon, and poflefles every
quality of a hero; wherefore it is very

# ‘This, I prefume, alludes ta FabLe XXVIIL
G2 proper
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proper to invoke him in duels, or fingle
combats. ForseTe is the name of the
twelfth God : he is the fon of Balder. He
hath a palace in heaven, named Glitner.
All who refer to him the decifion of their
controverfies, return from his tribunal mu-
tually fatisfied. It is the moft excellent
tribunal that is found among Gods or Men,
according to thefe verfes. * Glitrier is the
¢ pame of a palace, which is upheld by
¢ pillars of gold, and covered with a roof
¢ of filver. There it is that Forfete re-
¢ fides the greateft part of: his time, who
‘¢ reconciles and appeafes all forts of quar-
¢ ‘rels.”

-

-

REMARKS ox Tue FIFTEENTH FABLE.

I have no remark to of them were unknown

offer upon this fable, but
what every reader may
make as well ‘as my-
felf. ' Moft. of the divi-
nities, mentioned here,
are only known to us by
the Eppa. Perhaps fome

to the other ¢ Gothic and”
Celtic ' nations, and are
only to be confidered as
companions of the great
northern conqueror, who
were deified in fubfequent
ages, x

THE
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THE SIXTEENTH FABLE,

Of Loke..

OME reckon Lokt in the number
S of the Gods; others call him, ¢ The
¢t calumniator of the Gods,” ¢¢ The arti-
« ficer of fraud,” ¢ The difgrace of Gods
¢¢ and Men.” His name is Loke. He is
. the fon of the Giant Farbautes and of Lau-
Jfeya. His two brothers are Bileipter and
Helblinde, or Blind Death. As to his bo-
dy, Loke is handfome and very well made;
but his foul is’ evil, light, and inconftant.
He furpaffes all ¢ beings’ in’that fcience
which is called Cunning and Perfidy. Manya
time hath he expofed the Gods to very great
perils (a), and hath often extricated them
again by his artifices. His wife is called
Siguna. He hath had by her Nare, and
fome other children. By the Giantefs 4z~
gerbode, or Meflenger of Il1, he hath like-
wife had three children. One is the wolf
Fenris, the fecond is the great Serpent of
Midgard, and the third is Helz, or Death. -

G 3 The
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The Gods were not ignorant, that thofe
children were breeding up in the: country
of the Giants; they were apprized by ma-
ny oracles, of all the evils they muft fuffer
from them ; their being fprung from fuch
a mother was but'a bad prefage; and from
{uch a Sire was flill worfe. Wherefore the
Univerfal Father difpatched ¢ certain of
the Gods to bring thofe children to him.

When they were come, he threw the Ser-

ent down. into the bottom of the. ocean.

%ut there the monfter waxed o large, that
he wound himfelf around the whole globe of
the carth ; and that (o intirely, that at plea-
fure he can with his mouth lay hold of the
end of his tail. - HMela was precipitated into
Nifibetm, or hell ; there fhe had the 8o~
vernment of nine worlds given her, inta
which fhe diftributes thofe who are fent
her; that is, all who die through ficknefs
or old age (8). Here fhe poffefles vaft
apartments, ftrongly built, and fenced with
large grates. Her hall is Grier; Fa-
miNe is her table; Hunger, her knife;
DerLAY, her valet; SLACK}\ESS her maid;
Precipice, her gate; FAainTNess, her
porch; SrtckNEss and Parx, her bed; and
her tent *, Cyrsing and HowLinG. The
pne half of her body is blue; the other
half covered with fkin, and of the colour

¥ Qr perlmps her curtains, &c. 3
of
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of huan fleth.

She hath a dreadful terri-

fying look, and by this alone it were eafy

to know her.

REMARKS on tas SIXTEENTH FABLE.

(A) < He hath expof-
“ ed the Gods to very
< great perils.”] I fhould
be inclined to call LokE,
the Momus of the nor-
thern Deities; did not
the tricks he plays them
often exceed the bounds
of raillery. Befides, the
monfters he hath engen-~
dered, and who are along
with their father, in the
latter ages, to make rude
affaults upon the Gods,
plainly indicates a fyftem
little different from that
of the Evil Principle.
Notwithftanding
hath. been advanced b
fome learned men, this
opinion was not unknown
either to the Perfians,
¢ Goths,’ or Celtes : per-
haps indeed we ought
thus far only to agree
with them, that it did
not belong to the ancient
religion of either of
thefe people, But the
hazardous and labouring
condition in which they
belicved all nature to be,

and the aflaults which ic

what

Gs

was to {uftain at the laft
day, led them infenfibly
to imagine that there was
a power who' was at en~
mity with Gods and Men,
and who wrought all the
evils which defolate the
univerfe. This was the
occupation of Arimanes
amon% the Perfians, and
of Lote among the Scan~
dinavians. Loke produces
thegreat ferpent,whichin-
tirely encircles the world. .
This ferpent, by fome

of the chara&eriftics of it

in this fame Mythology,

feems to have been in-

tended as an emblem of

_corruption or fin.  He

alfo. gives birth to Hela,
or Death, that queen-of
the infernal regions, of
whom the Eppa gives us
here fo remarkable a por-
trait :  And laftly, to the
wolf Fenris, that monfter
who is to encounter the
Gods, and deftroy the
world.
Evil Principle have beent
more ftrongly charaQe-

rized ?
(8) « All |
4

How could the -
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(8) ¢ All who die
§¢ through fickne(s or old
¢ ag€’}  Cimbri & Cel-
tiberi in acie exultabant,
tanquam gloriose & feliciter
witd exceffirs.  Lamenta-
bantur in morbo, quafi tur-
piter & miferabiliter peri-
turi. Val."Max. c. 6.
¢¢ The Cimbri and Cel-
¢< tiberi leaped with joy
in marching to battle,
as_being to 'quit this
life in a manner equal-
ly happy and glorious;
butbewailed themfelves
when confined by dif-
tempers, alarmed at
the thought cf dying a
¢¢ fhameful and miferable
¢¢ death.” Here we have
a proof, that this do&rine
of the Eppa was that
¢ alfo’ of all the Celtic
nations ; and here we fee
what an impreflion it made
upon theirminds. I could
accumulate ancient au-
thorities ftll further in
confimation of it, but
refer the reader to the pre-
ceding volume. (See Vol,
I p. 206, &c.) Letus ob-
ferve, however, that the
infernal region here de-
{cribed, where a punith-
ment, rather difagreeable
“than cruel, is referved for
thofe who have died with-
out their arms in their

Iy
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hands, is not an eternal
Hell, but only an inter-
mediate abode, or, if you
will, a Prifon, whence
thofe who are confined,
will come forth at the’
laft day, to be judged
upon other principles; and
to be condemned or ah-
{olved for more real vir-
tues and vices. To this
intermediate Hell was op- -
pofed an Elyfium of the
fame duration ; viz. Val-
halla, or Valhall, of which
we fhall prefently have
ample mention. One fees
with furprize, in atten-
tively reading this My-
thology, that the whole
is better conne&ed and
the parts more depen-
dant on one another, than
in any other work of the
fame kind, that hath come
to our knowledge. The
inferior Gods, created a-
long with this world, and
united to it by their na-
ture, and the conformity
of their deftiny, had every
thing to fear -at the laft
day from the enemies of
nature. In order there-
fore to be the better able
to refift them, they called
home to them all the
warriors, who had given
proof of their valour b
thedding " their blood in
- battle,
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battle, Thefe, thus re-
ceived into the refidence
of the Gods, were ftill ex-
ercifed in all the opera-
“tons of war, in order to
keep them in breath, rea-
dy againft the laft great
conflit. This was. the
great end to which all
their pleafures and em-
ployments were direCted.
As to cowardly or inac-
tive perfons, what could
the Gods have done with
them, when they were
thus threatened with an

attack as fudden, as dan~
gerous ? They gave them
up to thecuftody of Death,
who was to punifh their
wezaknefs - with. languor
and pain. All this hath
nothing to do with that
Eternal Hell and Elyfium,
which we fhall fee fketch-
ed out in the EppA with,
much more force and dig-
nity ; and where nothing
will be regarded but fide~
lity, chatlity, integrity
‘andjuﬂi(lte, " 3

THE
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THE SEVENTEENTH FABLE.

Of the Wolf Fenris.

S to the Wolf Fenris, the Gods

bred him up among themfelves ;

Tyr being the only one among them who
durft give him his food: Neverthelefs,
when they perceived that he every day in-
creafed prodigioufly in fize, and that the
oracles warned them that he would one day
become fatal to them; they detérmined to
make very ftrong iron fetters for him, and
prefenting, them to the Wolf, defired him
to put them on to fhew his ftrength, in
engdeavouring to break them. The Mon-
fter perceiving that this enterprize would
not be very difficult to him, permitted the
Gods to do what they pleafed; and then
violently firetching his nerves, burft the
chains, and fet himfelf at liberty. The
Gods having feen this, made a new fet of
iron chains, half as firong again as the for-
mer, and prevailed on the Wolf to put
_ - . them



(91)
them .on, affuring him that in breaking
thefe he would give an undeniable proof of
his vigour. The Wolf faw well enough
that thefe fecond chains would not be very
‘eafy to break; but finding himfelf increafe
in ftrength, and that he could never be-
come famous without rupning fome rifk,
he voluntarily fubmitted to be chained,
As foon as this was done, he thakes him-
felf, rolls upon the ground, dafhes his chains
againft the earth, violently ftretches his
limbs, and at laft burfts his fetters, which
he made to fly in pieces all about him. By
thefe means he freed himfelf from his
chains ; and gave rife to the proverb which
we flill apply, when anyone makes ftrong
efforts *.  After this, the Gods defpaired

of ever being able to bind the wolf: where-

fore the Univerfal Father fent Skyrner, the
meflenger of the God Frey, into the coun-
try of the black Genii, ta a dwarf; to en-
gage him to make a new bandage to con-
fine Fenris .  That bandage was perfegily

; “ {mooth,

* In the Icelandic, Leyfa or Leathingi edr drepi oy

Droma, i. e. according to Goranfon’s Latin verfion,

Solvi ex Ledingo, et excutti ex Droma. DRoMa is the
pame given in the Eppa, to this chain of the Gods.

+ Goranfon’s Edition adds, ¢¢ This nerye or ftring
¥ was made of fix things, viz. of the noife made by
§¢ cats feet; of a woman’s beard; of the roots of

£ moun=

2

Ve

\
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fmooth, and as limber as a common ftring,
and yet very ftrong, as you will prefently
fee. When it was brought to the Gods,
they were full of thanks and acknowledg-
ments to the bringers ; and taking the Wolf
with them into the ifle of a .certain lake,
they fhewed him the ftring, entreating that
he would try to break it, and affuring him

that it was foméwhat ftronger than one
" would think, on feeing it fo flender. They
took it themfclves, one after another into
their hands, attempting in vain to break it ;
and then told him, that there was none be-
fides himfelf, who could accomplith fuch
an enterprize. The Wolf replied, That
ftring which you prefent to me is fo flight,
that there will be no glory in breaking it;
or if there be any artifice in the manner of
its formation, although it appear never fo
brittle, affure yourfelves it fhall never touch
a foot of mine.” The .Gods aflured him
that he would eafily break fo flight 2 ban-
dage, fince he had already burft afunder
thackles of iron of the moft folid make;
adding, that if he fhould not fucceed, he
would then have fhown the Gods that he
was too feeble to excite their terror, and

¢¢ mountains 3 of the nerves of bears; of the breath
¢ of fithes; and the fpittle of birds, &c.” (with much
wore. ) 4 T

there-
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therefore they fhould make no difficulty of
fetting him at liberty without delay. Iam
very much afraid, replied the monfter, that
if you once tye me fo faft that I cannot
work my deliverance myfelf, you will be
in no hafte to unloofe me. 1 would not
therefore voluntarily permit myfelf to be
tied, but only to fhow you, that I am no
coward: yetIinfift upon it, thatone of you
put his hand in my mouth, as a pledge that
you intend me no deceit. Then the Gods,’
wiftfully lookmg on one another, found
themfelves in a very embarraffing dilemma ;
till Tyr prefented himfelf, intrepidly offer-
ing his right hand to the monfter. . Here-
upon the Gods having tied up the Wolf;
he forcibly ftretched himfelf, as he had for-,
merly done, and exerted all his powers to
difengage himfelf : but the more efforts he
made, the clofer and ftraiter he drew the
knot;; and all the Gods'(except Tyr, ¢ who
¢ loft his hand’) burft out into loud peals of”
laughter at the fight. Obferving him theni fo
faft tied, as to be unable ever o get loofe
again, they took one end of the firing, and
having drilled a hole for it, drew it through
the middle of a large broad rock, which
they funk very deep into the earth ; after-
wards, to make it ftill more fecure, they
tied the end of the cord which came through
the rock, to a great ftone which they funk

5 fiill



' (94)

thill deeper. The Wolf, opening wide his
tremendous jaws, endeavoured to devour
them, and rufhed upon them with violence.
Which the Gods feeing, thruft a fword into.
his mouth, which pierced his under jaw
up to the hilt, fo that the point touched
his palate. The howlings which he then
made were horrible; and fince that time,
the foam flows continually from his mouth,
in fuch abundance that it forms a river,
called Pam, or The Vices. But that mon-
fier fhall break his chain at the Twilight
of the Gods, that is, at the end of the
world (a).

Such is the wicked race engendered by
Loke. Hereupon Gangler fays to Har,
But fince the Gods have fo much to fear
from the Wolf, and from all the other
monfters whom* ¢ Loke’ hath produced ;
why have they not put them to death ?
Har replied, The Gods have fo 'much re-
fpect for the fandlity of their tribunals, and
cities of peace (B), that they will not have
them ftained with the blood of the Wolf;
although the oracles have intimated to them,
t(})lat he will one day be deftrutive to
Op1n;

RE-
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-REMARKS o~ tue SEVENTEENTH FABLE’

(a) € At the end of
¢ the world.”] It can-
not be doubted that the
Wolf is the emblem of
the Evil Principle, or of
fome power at enmity
with nature. The river
of Vices, faid to flow from
the foam of his mouth, is
one of thofe ftrokes which
manifeftly indicate an al«
Tegory. 1 fhall fhow in
another place, that the
paflage we have now read,
as well as all of the fame
kind occurring in the Epn-
DA, are no other than fi-
gurative, “and poetic ways

- of prepounding that phis

N

Tofophic do&trine of the
Celtes, Stoicks, and fome
eaftern fages, which af.
firms that the world and
the inferior Gods mufk’

on¢ day yield to their

enemies, and be again re<
produced, in order to ful-
fil 2 new férics of deftin
nies. .

(8) ¢ The fan&ity of
¢ . . « . their cities of
¢ peace.”] There were
cities, where the. holi-
nefs of the place forbad
all quarrels and bloods
fhed,

$HE
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THE EIGHTEENTH FABLD

Of the Godd, ﬁn

YANGLER afks, Who ‘are thd

"Goddefles? The prmc1pa1 rephcs
Har, is Fr1GGA (4), .who hath 4 magni=
ﬁcent palace,” named Fe:%zler, or ‘the ‘Di<
vine Abede, ” The fecond is called Saca.
Erra performs the funétion of ; phyﬁcxan
to the Gods (B) GEFIONE 1s'a virging
and takes into her fervice all chafte maids
after their death. Fyvira, who is alfo a
virgin, wears her beautiful locks flowing
over her thoulders. Her head is adorned
with a golden ribband. She is entrufted
. with the toilette, and flippers of Frigga *;
and admitted into the moft important fe-
crets of that Goddefs. Frrya is the moft
illuftrious of the Goddefles, next to Frigga.

* The Icelandic is, Ok ber ¢fti Friggiar : OF gictr
Jrokletha bennar, &c. i. e. according to Goranfon's

Latin verfion, ¢ Eique Pyxis Frigge concredita ¢ofl, ut
*¢ et ejufdem Calces.” T.

She
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She married a' perfon named Oder, and
brought him a daughter named N¢fa, fo
very handfome, that whatever is beautiful
and. precious is called by her name. But
Oder left her, in order to travel into very
remdte countries. Since that time Freya
continually weeps, and her tears are drop$
of pure gold. She has a-great variety of
names ; for having gone over many coun=
tries in fearch of her hufband, each people
gave her a different name; fome calling
her Vanadis, or the Goddefs of Hope, &c.
&c.  She wears a very rich chain of gold.
"The feventh Goddefs is SronA. She em=
ploys herfelf in turning mens hearts and
thoughts to love, and in making young
men and maidens well with each other.
Hence lovers bear her hame. - Lovna is
fo good and gracious, and accotds fo hear=
tily to the tender vows of men, that by a
peculiar power which - Odin and Frigga
have given her, fhe can reconcile lovers the
moft at variance. VaRra, the ninth God-
defs, prefides over the oaths that meén
make, and particularly over the promifes
of lovers. ~ She is attentive to all eoncealed
engagements of that kind, 'and punithes
thofe who keep not their plighted troth:
Vora is prudent, and wife, and {o pene-
trating and curious, that nothing can re-
main hid from her. Synia is the portrefs

Vor. II. H of
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of the palace, and fhuts the gates againft
all thofe who ought not to enter: the alfo
prefides in trials,. where any thing is
about to be denied upon oath; whence
the proverb, Signia is not far from him
¢« who goes about todeny.” The twelfth
is called LynA. She has the care of thofe
whom Frigga intends to deliver from peril.
SxoTRrA is a wife and intelligent Goddefs;
men and women who are prudent and
virtuous bear her name. GnNa is the mef-
fenger whom Frigga difpatches into the va-
rious worlds, to perform her commands.
She has a horfe which runs over the air (c),
and acrofs the waters *.- They reckon
alfo Sor and Bir in the number of the
¢ Ajfes, o Divinities; but their nature
hath been already explained to you +.
There are, befides, a great many virgins
who officiate in  Valhall, pouring ~ out
Brer and ALe for the Heroes, and taking
care of the cups, and whatever belongs to
the table. To this refers what is faid in
the poem of Grimnis, « I with Riffz and
¢ Mifla would, fupply me with the drink~
*“ ing horns ; for they are the nymphs who
¢ fhould give cups to the Heroes.” Thefe

* The curious reader will find an additional paffage
here in (}cranfon’s Latin tranflation. T,
+ This, I fuppofe, refers to FapLe VI, &c. T,

I God-
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Goddefles ate called Valkyries; Odin fends
them into the fields of battle, to make
«choice of thofe who are to be flain, and
to beftow the viGtory. Gupur, RosTa,
and the youngeft of the ¢ Deftinies. or’
Fairies * who prefide over Time, viz.
Skurpa (or the FuTure) go forth every
day on horfeback to chufe the dead, and
regulate what carnage fhall enfue. Iorp,
or the Earth, the mother of Thor; and
RiNpa, the mother of Vale, ought alfa
to be ranked among the Goddeffes.

* Iflandic, Norn en mgfia, 1. e, Nornarum natie
Goranfon. o iy

REMARKS on tHe EIGHTEENTH FABLE. -

(a) ¢ The principal
¢ is Frigga.”] I have
already remarked that
Fricca was the Earth,
the fpoufe of @piN, and
mother of the inferiour
Divinities ;3 and that
‘THor was her firft-born.
She, with thefe two other
Gods, made that facred
‘Triad, who were ferved
with fo
much refpeét in the fa-
mous Temple of Upfal.
Frigga, or Frea, was
’there reprefented as re-

pofing upon cufhions be-
tween Odin and Thors
and by various emblems,
was denoted to be the
Goddefs of Plenty, Fruit-
fulnefs and Pleafure. The
fixth day of the week is
Frea’s day.in all the nor-
thern languages, (fc.
Fripay t.) She being
the mother of the whole
human race, the people
regarded one another as
brethren, and lived in
ftri&t unity. and concord,
during the fhort time that

4 SceVol. 1. pag. g3,

H 2 her
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her fetivals lafted. Noz
bella sneunt, faid Tacitus,
refpedting thofe feafons,
non arma fumunt, claufum
omne ferrum 3 pax &5 quies
tum tantum amata. But
as foon as thefe were over,
they made themfelves a-
mends for this forced ftate
of quiet, and the God of
war was only ferved with
the more activity during
the reft of the year. 1
have nothing to remark
concerning theother God-
defles,whoareonlyknown

to us by the Eppa, and -

who, for the moft part,
feem to have fprung from
the brains of the northern
Scavps.

(B) ¢ Eyra performs
< the function of Phyfi-
« cian to the Gods.”]}
Tacitus informs us that
the Germans had no other
phyficians but their wo-
men, They followed the
armies to ftanch and fuck
‘the wounds of their huf-
bands. In like manner,
all the hiftories and ro-
mances of the north al-
ways reprefent the fe-
males, and often princef~
fes, charged with this
care. The fame thing
may be obferved of almoft
al} nations in their infan-

cy. But no people had
ever a ftronger confidence
in the women’s {kill"in .
medicine, than our Celtic -
¢ and Gothic’ anceftors,

¢¢ Perfuaded, fays Taci-

¢¢ tus, that there was

¢ fomething divine in

¢ that fex,” they fub-

mitted, when fick, to

their opinion and decifion |
with that implicit confi-

dence, which is due to

fupernatural knowledge. -
Indeed all the fcience of*
medicine that was em-
ployed in thofe times, was

little elfe but magic ap-~
plied to the cure of dif=

eafes. The evils and the
remedies were moft com-

monly nothing elfe but

lots, pofleflions, conjura=
tions and enchantments.

And the mountaineers in

many parts of Europe,

know of no other at this

day. The fuperftition of

fhepherds and fuch like

peeple, in this refpe&, i§

well known, The pre-
judices of thefe poor peo=
ple, are only reliques. of
what all heads were once
full of. After this, re=
gret who will, the lofs of
ancient times !

(c) ¢ She hath a horfe,
¢ which runs over the

¢ air”]

i &
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¢ air,”] The travels of
Goddefles and Fairies
through the air, are very
common in all the poems
and fables of the ancient
inhabitants of the north,
and moft of the nations in
" Europe have thought in
this refpeét along with
them. When in procefs
of time Chriftianity be-
came prevalent, what had
been formerly looked up-
on as a precious gift and
fignal mark of divine fa-
vour, was now regarded
as the effeét only of dia-
bolic* arts. The affem-
blies of ecclefiaftics made
very . fevere prohibitions,
and denounced their ana-
themas againft all thofe
who fhould travel through
the air in the night-time.
In the ancient law of
Norway, called « Gu-
¢ lathings Lagen,” c. 1.
we find this regulation.
<¢ Let the king and the
¢¢ bifhop,- with all poffi-
ble care, make inquiry
<< after thofc who exercife
¢¢ Pagan fuperftitions ;
¢ who make ufe of ma-
< gic arts; who adore
¢ the Genii of particu-
<¢ lar places, or of tombs,
¢¢ or rivers ; and who by
¢ a diabolic manner of

H 3

¢ travelling, are tranf~
¢ ported from place to
¢¢ place through the air,
¢ &c.” A council held
at Rouen, and cited in
Burchard, contains a pro-
hibition of the fame na-
ture, (Conc. Rotom.’
L. L c. 94. feé&t. 44.) In
fome places the people are
ftill" of opinion, even in
ourown days, that witches
are carried to their infer-
nal Sabbaths through the
midft of the air, on horfe~
back, ¢ or at leaft riding
¢ aftride certain animals.’
(Vid," Keyfler. Antiq.
Sept.p. 88, 89.) Thereare
few of our popular fuper-
ftitions, but what may be
traced up to fome opinion,
which was confecrated by
theancient religion of the
¢ Goths and’ Celts. Nor
need we always except
thofe, which feem in fome
refpeéts to hold a confor-
mity to do&trines or prac-
tices, which the Chriftian
religion alone could have
taught us, One name
fubftituted for another,
and an outfide varnith of
devotion cannot fo dif-
guife their original, but
that it is eafily difcovered
by a fkilful eye, -

THE
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, " THE NINETEENTH FABLE.

 Of Frey and Gerde.

HERE was a man named Gimer,

one of the race of the Giants of

the mountains’; who had had by his wife
Orboda, a daughter named Gerde, the moft
beautiful of her fex. One day Frey
having afcended the throne of the Univer~
fa] Father, in order to take a view of the
whole world from thence; perceived to-
wards the north a magnificent palace in the
middle of a city, and a woman come out
of it, whofe hair was fo bright, that it
gave luftre to theair and the waters. At
that fight Frey, in juft punithment of his
audacity in mounting that facred throne,
was ftruck with fudden fadnefs, infomuch
that upon his return home, he could nei-
ther fpeak, nor fleep, nor drink; nor did
any body dare fo much as to inquire into
the caufe. However, Niorp ordered Skir-
zer, the confident of Frey, to come to
him, and charged him to demand of his
i ; i mafter
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mafter what fworn enemy he had, that
thus he’renounced all converfe with man-
kind. Skirner promifed to do this; and
going to Frey, afked him boldly why he
was {o fad and filent. . Frey anfwered, That
he had feen a ‘young woman {o beaatiful
and finely fhaped, that if he could not pof-
fefs her, ‘he fhould not long furvive it;. and
that this was what rendered him fo thought-
ful. " Go therefore, adds he, obtain her
¢ for me in marriage, if you bring her to
¢ me, you fhall have in recompence what-
¢¢ ever you defire.” 'Skirner undertook to
do this if Frey would make him a pre-
fent of his Sword, which was fo good,
that it would of itfelf ftrow a field with
carnage, whenever the owner ‘ordered it.
Frey, impatient of delay, immediately
made him ‘a prefent of the fword; and
Skirner fetting out, obtained the young
woman of her relations, who promifed
that fhe fhould follow him within nine
nights after his departure, and that the
nuptials fhould be folemnized in a place
called Barey. Skirner having reported to
Frey the fuccefs of his embafly ; that God,
full of impatience, pronounced thefe verfes.
¢ One night is very long; two nights are
-¢< ffill longer; How then fhall 1 pafs the
¢ third ?  Many a time hath a whole
¢ month appeared to me fhorter than the

H 4 ¢ half
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s« half of fuch a night.” . Frey having
thus given away his {word, found himf{elf
without arms when he fought ‘againft Be-
/a5 and hence it was, that he flew him
with the horn of a ftag. - Then, faid Gan~-
gler, It feems to me very aftonifhing, that
fo: brave'a hero as Frey fhould give his
fword away to another, without keeping
onc: equally ‘good for himfelf, He muft
have been in wety bad plight, when he
encountered with Bela ; and T'll be {worn,
he' repented -him heartily.  That conflict
was -trifling, - replied Har: = Frey could
have flain -Bela with a.-blow of - his fift,
had he had a mind to .it: . But when
the fons of Mufpell, thofe wicked Genii,
fhall come to fight with the Gods, then he
will have reafon to be forry indeed that he

parted with his fword, . '

THE
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THE TWENTIETH FABLE.

Of the Food of the Gods.

UT, fays Gangler, if every man who
has been flain in battle fince the be-
ginning of the world, repairs to the palace
of Opin, what food does that God affign
to {o vaft a multitude ? Har anfwered him, -
You have reafon to fay it is a vaft multi-
tude; yet will it ftill increafe ad infinitum;
nay, - the Gods themfelves fhall defire, that
it were ftill much more confiderable, when
the wolf FeNRi1s arrives at thelaft day (a).
The number, however, never can be fo
great, but the fleth of the wild boar Se-
rimner will {uffice to fuftain them ; which,
though dreffed every morning, becomes in-
tire again every night. I believe there are .
but few who are able to explain this mat-
ter to you, as it is defcribed in thofe
verfes ; the fenfe of which is'to this effec¢t;
¢ The cook, Andrimner, drefles the wild
#5 boar #nceflantly in his pot: the heroes
: : ‘ € gre
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e« are fed with the lard or fat of this ani-
¢« mal, which exceeds every thing in the
‘ world (8).” But, fays Gangler, Does
©Odin eat at the fame table with the heroes?
Har anfwered, The meat that is fet before
him, Obpin diftributes to two walves,
known by the names of Geri and Freki:
for as to himfelf, he ftands in no need of
food : wineis to himinftead of every other
aliment ; according to what is faid in thefe
verfes; < The illuftrious father of armies,
¢¢ with his own hands fattens his two
¢ wolves ; the victorious ODIN takes no
¢ other nourithment to himfelf, than what
< arifes from the unintermitted quaffing of

< wine.” T'wo ravens con{’cantly fit upon

his fhoulders, and whifper in his ear

whatever news they have feen or heard,

The one of them is named Hugin, or Sp]-

1it ; the other Munnin, or Memory. Odin

lets them loofe every day; and they, after

haying made their excurfions over the

whole world, return again at night abont

.ithe hour of repaft. Hence it is, that this
-God knows fo many things, and is called
the God of the Ravens *., Gangler pro-

«ceeds, and demands, And what is the be-
wverage of the heroes, which they have in

~

. % The reader will find an additional paffage here
in the Latin Verfion ‘of Goranfons T.

as



(107 )
as great abundance as their food ? Do they
only drink water? Har fays to him, You
put a very foolith queftion. = Can you ima-
gine that the Univerfal Father would invite
kings, and chiefs ¥, and great lords; and
give them nothing to drink but water? In
that cafe, certainly very many of thofe,
who arrive at the palace of Odin, and who
had endured cruel torments and received
mortal wounds in order to obtain accefs
thither, would have reafon to complain : this
honour would indeed coft them dear were
they there to meet with no better enter-
tainment, But you fhall fee, that the cafe
is quite otherwife. Forin Varmairr, there
is a fhe goat, which feeds on the leaves of
the tree Lerada. From her paps flows
hydromel, or mead, in fuch great abund-
ance, that it every day compleatly fills a
pitcher, large enough to inebriate all the
heroes (¢). Truly, fays Gangler, this isa
very ufeful, and very {urprizing fhe goat:
1 fancy the tree fhe feeds upon, muft have
many fingular virtues. Har anfwered him,
What is related of a particular ftag is much
more marvellous. This ftag alfo'is in Val-
hall, and feeds upon the leaves of that
fame tree; there iffues from his horns fuch

* The original Icelandic word is Zarks, (Lat, Dy-
ces) whence is derived our title, EARLs; the word
Jarls howeyer had not acquired fo precife a meaning.

.
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an‘abundance of vapour, that it forms the
fountain of Vergelmer, out of which arife
the rivers that water the refidence of the
Gods. Gangler goes on, and fays, Val-
hall muft needs be an imimenfe palace;
yet Iimagine there muft often arife ftrug-
gles and contefls at the gate, among fuch a
crond of peopleas are continually throng-
ing in and out. - Har replied, Why do not
you inquire, how many gates there are;
and what are their dimenfions ?  Then you
would be able to judge, whether there be
any difficulty in going in and out, or not.
Know then, that there is plenty of feats
and doors, as it is faid in the poem of
Grimnis; < 1 know that there are five
¢ hundred and forty gates in Valhall
¢ Out of each, eight heroes may march
< abreaft when going to battle, followed
¢ by crouds of fpedtators.” A world of
people ! fays Gangler; and Odin muft needs
-be a'great chieftain, to command {o nume-
- ‘rous an army. But tell me, How do the
heroes divert themfelves when they are
not drinking? Every day, replies Har, as
foon as they have drefled themfelves, they
take their arms; and entering the Lifts,
fight, till they cut one another in pie-
ces (p): this is their Diverfion: but no
“fooner "does the hour of repaft approach,
‘than they remount their fteeds Il fafe and
found, and return to drink in the palace

of |
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of Op1n *, Thus have you good reafon
to fay, that Odin is the greateft and moft
mighty of Lords; which 1s alfo confirmed
to us by thefe verfes, compnfed in honour
of the Gods. ¢ The Afh Udrafil is the
< greateft of Trees; Skidbladner, of Veflels ;
. Odin," of Godss Sleipner, of Horfes ; Bi-
¢ froft, of Bridges; Bragé, of Scalds, or Po-
¢¢ ets; Habroc, of Hawks;. and Garmer,
¢t of Hounds.” ' ' 3

#* The reader will find a confiderable addition here
in Goranfon’s Latin Verfion.

REMARKS on tae TWENTIETH FABLE.

(A) ¢¢ When the wolf
& FENRIS arrives at the

¢¢ laft day.”] I haveal- -

ready remarked, that the
. Eppa pever lofes fight of
that grand event, the De-
ftru&tion of the World.
The inferior Gods were,
at that time, to undergo
rude affaults. This was

pointed at in the preced-

ing fable; where a rea-
fon is afligned why Frey
will not be able to refift
the attacks of the evil
Genii. It was owing to
this expeftation that the
inferior Gods
with pleafure warriors of
approved valour, and fuch

.

received .

as they could depend on
at the laft times.

(B) ¢¢ The heroes are
¢¢ fed with the fat of this
¢ animal.”] This de-
feription of the palace of
Odin is a natural pi&ure
of the manners of the an-.
cient Scandinavians and
Germans. Prompted by
the wants of their cli-
mate, and the impulfe of
their own temperament,
they form to themfelves a
delicious paradife in their
own way; where they
were to_eat and drink,
and fight. The women
to whom they aflign a

place
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place there, are introduc-
ed for no other, purpofe,
but to fill their cups.
One wild boar furnifhes
out the whole of this ce-
leftial banquet: for, not
very nice, they were only
folicitous about the quan~
tity of theit food.  The
fleth of this animal, as
well as that of the Hog,
was formerly the favou-
rite meat of all thefe na-
tions. TheancientFranks
were no lefs fond of it;
a herd of fwine was, in
their eyes, an affair of
fuch importance, that the
fecond chapter of the Sa-
lic Law, confifting of
twenty articles, is wholly
taken up in infliting pe-
nalties on thofe who flole
them. . In Gregory of
Tours, queen Frede-
gond, in order to alienate
the mind of the king from
one Ne&arius, blackens
him with the crime of
having flolen'a great ma-
ny Gammons or Hams,
from the place where K.
Chilperic laid up his pro-
vifions. The king did
not confider this at all as
2 laughing matter, but

took it in a very grave
and ferious light.

{¢) * To inebriate all
¢¢ theHeroes.” ) Wine was
very{carce in thofe times,
and almoft unknown.
BEER was, ¢ perhaps,” a
liquor too vulgar for the
Heroes +3 the Eppa
therefore -makes them
drink - Hydromel, or
MEeap, a beverage in
great efteem among all
the German nations. The
ancient Franks made great
ufe of it. Gregory of
Tours, fpeaking of a cer-
tain lord who generally
drank it, adds, Ut mos
barbarorum habet. Greg.
Turon. L. 8. c. 3.

(p) ¢ They cut one
¢ another in pieces.”]
From this paflage of the
Eppa, we may form to
ousfelves an idea of the
amufements of the an-
cient ¢ Goths and” Celtes,
When they were not en-
gaged in any real war,
they endedvoured by the
reprefentation of battles,
to gratify that fierce dif-
pofition which made them

+ Yet we find in fome of the Icelandic odes, the Heroes rejoicing in
theexpeQation that they thould quaff Br 2z outof the feulls of their enc~
mies, ‘when once they were received into Valhall, or the palace of Op2N,

T

See below, Regner Lodbrog's Ode in this Volume,

- fond
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fond of the profeffion of
arms. “ The Goths are
< extremely fond of
€< throwing their darts,
¢ and handling their
¢ arms; and itis their
¢¢ daily practice, to divert
¢ themfelves with mock-
< fights :” fays Ifidore in
his Chronic. The fame
prevailed  among  the
Gauls and Germans, as
is plain from a paffage in
the fragments of Varro.
To'this culom we mmay
afcribe the rife and efta-
‘blifhment of Juftings and
Turnaments. There are
many inftitutions of this
kind, whofe origin is no
lefs ancient, loft in the
clouds of a very remote
antiquity, whatever fome
learned men may aflert,
who affign them much
Jater, eras; not confider-
ing that cuftoms are com-
monly more ancient than
the firflt hiftorian who
fpeaks of themj and that
2 neéw name, Or more re-
gular form, which may

"

have been given them,
imply not neceffarily their
firft beginning, In fad,
we bave never feen, nor
ever fhall fee, any impor-
tant cuftom fpring upallat

once, and eftablifh itfelf

withfuccefs, without there
having exifted fomething
analogous to it before~
hand, to prepare and lead
men’s minds to adopt it.

To return to the Pa-
zACE of OpiN ; in order
that the Heroes might re-
pair betimes in the morn-
ing to the celeftial Tilt-
Yard, there was a Coclc

in ‘the” neighbourhood, ~

which awaked them. At
the great day of the over-
throw of the world, the
thrill fcreams of this bird
will “be the firft fignal of
the approach of ‘the evil
Genii. - This particulac
is related in the Vovrus-
PA, a poem wherein we
have fome flathes of true
poetic fire, amidft a great
deal of fmoke. " The paf-
fage is this:

¢¢ That animal which gives fuch a brilliancy to his
<¢ ‘golden creft, hath already pierced with'his cries the
¢¢ abode of the Gods: he hath awakened the Heroe; 5
&¢ they run to their arms ; they run to the Father of
< Armies. ‘Tobhisfcreams an{wer, under ground, the
<< difmal cries of the Black Cock, which dwells in the
«¢- palace of Death.” See Barthol. Antiq. Dan. p.'563
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THE TWENTY-FIRST FABLE.

Of the Horfe Sleipner, and bis Origin.

ANGLER afked; Whence comes

the horfe Skzpner, which you men-
tioned ; and to whom does he belong ? Har
replied, His origin is very wonderful. One
day a certain archite& came, and offered
his fervice to the Gods, to build them, in
the fpace of two years, a city fo well for-
tified that they fhould be perfectly fafe from
the incurfions of the Giants, even although
they fhould have already penetrated within
the inclofure of Midgard ; but he demand-
ed for his reward the Goddefs Freya, toge-
ther with the Sun and Moon. After long
deliberation, the Gods agreed to his terms,
provided he would finifh the whole himfelf
without any one’s affiftance; and all within
the fpace of one fingle winter. But if any
thing fhould remain to be finithed on the
firlt day of fummer, he fhould intirely for-
feit the recompenfe agreed on. . On being
ac=
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acquainted with this, the archite&® ftipu-
lated that he thould be allowed the ufe of
his horfe. And to this the Gods, by the
advice of Loke, affented. This agreement
was confirmed by many oaths, and conclud-
ed in the prefence of many witnefles; for
without this precaution, a Giant would not
have thought himfelf fafe among the Gods,
efpecially 1f Thor had been returned from
the expedition he had then taken into the
eaft, to conquer the Giants. From the
very firft night then this' workman caufed
his horfe to' draw ftones of an immenfe
bulk; and. the Gods faw with furprize,
that this creature did much - more work,
than his mafter himfelf. The winter how:
ever was far advanced, ‘and’ towards the
latter end of it, this impregnable city had
almoft attained the fummit of perfeGion.
In fhort, when the full’ time was now
expired all” but three days,” nothing was
wanting to compleat the  work, ‘except
the gates,” which were not yet put up.
Then the Gods entered into. confulta-
tion, and inquired of one another who
among them it was that could have advif-
ed to marry Freya into the country of the
Giants; and to plunge the fky and heavens
into darknefs, by permitting the Sun and
Moon to beicarried away.  .They all agreed °
that Loke was the author of that bad coun-
fel, and that he fhould be put to a moft
.“Vor. IL I L crus}
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cruel death, if he did not contrive fome
way or other te prevent the workman from
accomplifhing his undertaking, and obtain-
ing the promifed reward. Immediately
they laid hands on Loke ; who in his fright,
promifed upon oath to do whatever they
defired, let it coft him what it would. That
very night, while the archite¢t was em-
ploying his horfe, as ufual, to convey ftones
to the place; there fuddenly leaped forth a
mare from the neighbouring foreft, which
allured the horfe with her neighings. That
ammal no fooner faw her, but.giving way
to his ardour,. he broke his bridle, and be-
gan to.run after the mare. This obliged
the workman alfo to run after his horfe,
and thus, between one and the other, the
whole night was loft, fo that the progrefs
of the work muft have been delayed till next
morning. Then the architeét perceiving
that he hiad no other means to finith his un-
dertaking, refumned his’ own proper fhape
and dimenfions ; and the Gods now clearly
perceiving that it was really a Giant with
whom they had made their contra®, paid
no longer any regard to their, oath *, but

* The Gothic, Deitics feem to be, guided by no
very nice principles of Morality, any more thar thofe
©f the Greeks and Romans. It is needlefs to obferve
what a drealful effecty fuch an example as the above,
muft hive on the conduct of their blind votaries. T,

s LS b 1 8
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calling the God Thor, he immediately ran
“to them, and paid the workman his falary
by a blow of his mace, which fhattered
his head to pieces, and fent him headlong
into hell. Shortly after Loke came and
reported, that the archite@’s horfe had be-
got a foal with eight feet. - This is the
horfe named SLEIPNER, which excels all
the horfes that ever were pofiefled by Gods
or.men *, '

* In Goranfon’s Latin Verfion, the reader will
find fome lines that are here omitted. g

~
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THE TWENTY-SECOND FABLE.

OF the 8hip of the Gods.

| ANGLER fays to Har, You have

told me of a veflel called Skidbladner,
that was the beft of all fhips. Without
doubt, replies Har, it is the beft, and moft
artfully confiruted of any; but the thip
Nagelfara is of larger fize. They were
Dwarfs who built Skidbladner, and made
a prefent of it to Frey. It is fo large, that
all the Gods compleatly armed may fit in
it at their eafe. As foon as ever its fails
are unfurled, a favourable gale arifes, and
carries it of itfelf to whatever place it is
deftined. And when the Gods have no
mind to fail, they can take it into pieces fo
{mall, that bemg folded upon one. another,
the whole will go into a pocket. This is
indeed a very well-contrived veflel, replied
Gangler, and there muft doubtlefs have
been a great deal of art and magic employed
n brmomg it to perfection.
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THE TWENTY-THIRD FABLE.

Of the God Thor.

ANGLER proceeds, and fays,
G Did it never happen to THor in his
expeditions to be overcome, either by en-
chantment or downright force? Har re-
plied to him, Few can take upon them to
affirm that ever any fuch accident befel this
God ; nay, had he in reality been worfted
in any rencounter, it would not be allow-
able to make mention of it, fince all the
world ought to believe, that nothing can
refift his power. I have put a queftion then,
fays Gangler, to which none of you can
give any anfwet ¥, Then Jafnhartook up
the difcourfe, and faid; True indeed, there
are fome fuch rumours current among us;
but they are hardly credible : yet there is one

* The reader will remember that Gangler would
have confidered himfelf as vi€ar in this conteft, if he
had propofed any queftion they could not have an-
fwered.  Vide page 3, 4, &c. S TR 2
13 prefent
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prefent who can impart them to you; and
you ought the rather to believe him, in
that having never yet told you a lie, he
will not now begin to deceive you with falfe
ftories. Come then, fays Gangler in-
terrupting him, 1 await your explication ;
but if you do not give fatisfatory anfwers
to the queftions I have propofed, be affured
1 thall look upon you as vanquithed. Here .
then, fays Har, begins the hiftory you de-
fire me to relate : ,

One day the God THor fet out with
Loxk,.in his own chariot, drawn by two
He-Goats ; but night coming on, they were
obliged to put up at a peafant’s cottage.
The God Thor immediately flew his two
He-Goats, and having fkinned them, or-
dered them to be drefled for fupper.  When
-this was done, he fat down to table, and
invited the peafant.and his children to par-
take with him. = The fon of his hoft was
named Thialfe, the daughter Rafka. Thor
‘bade them throw all the bones into the
{kins of - the goats, which he held ex-
tended near the table; but  young Thialfe,
to ‘come at the marrow, broke with his
knife one of the thank.bones of the goats.
‘Having paffed the night in this place, Thor
ar_ofc early in the morning, and dreﬁ'mg
himfelf, reared the handle of his mace;
which' he had no fooner done, than the |

3 : two ’
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two goats reafflumed their wonted: form,
only that one of them now halted upon one
of his hind legs. The God fecing this,
immediately judged that the peafant, orone
of his family, had handled the bones of
this goat too roughly. Enraged at their
folly, he knit his eye-brows, rolled his
eyes, and feizing his mace, grafped it with
fuch force, that the very joints of his fin-
gers were white again.  ‘The peafant trem=
bling, was afraid of being ftruck down by
one of his looks; he therefore, with his
children, made joint fuit for pardon, offering
whatever they poflefled in recompence of
any damage that had been done. Thor at
latt fuffered himfelf to be appeafed, and
was content to carry away with him Thialfe
and Rafka, Leaving then his He-Goats in
that place, he fet out on his road for the
country of the Giants; and coming to the
margin of the fea, {wam acrofs it, accom-
panied by Thialfe, Rafka, and Loke. The
firt of thefe was an excellent runner, and
carried Thor’s wallet or bag. When they
had made fome advance, they found them-
felves in a vaft plain, through which they
marched all day, till they were reduced to
great want of provifions. When night
approached, they fearched on all fides for a
place to fleep in, and at laft, in the dark,
tound the houfe of a certain Giant; the gate

I4 of
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of which was fo large, that it took up one
whole fide of the manfion. Here they
pafled the night ; but about the middle of
it were alarmed by an earthquake, which
violently thook the whole fabrick. Thor,
rifing up, called upon his companions to
feek ‘along with him fome place of fafety.
On the right they met with an adjoining
¢hamber, into which they entered; but
Thor remained at the entry, and whilft
the others, terrified with fear, crept to the
fartheft corner of their tetreat, he armed
himfelf with his mace, to be in readinefs
to defend himfelf at all events. Mean-
while they heard a terrible noife: and
when the morning was come, Thor went:
out, and obferved near him a man of enor-
mous bulk, who fnored pretty loud. ~ Thor
found that this was the noife which had fo
difturbed him. He immediately girded on
his Belt of Prowefs, which hath the virtue
of increafing ftrength : but the Giant awak-
ing; Thor affrighted, durft not lanch his
mace, but contented himfelf with afking
his name. " My name is Skrymner, replied
the other; as for you, T need not inquire
whether you are the God Thor: pray, tell
me, have not you picked up my Glove ?
Then prefently firetching forth his hand
to take it up, Thor perceived that the
Jhoufe wheremn they had paffed the night,
= 5 o LS was

TP
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was that very Glove; and the cham-
ber, was only one of its fingers. Here-
upon Skrymoer afked, whether they might
not join companies; and Thor confenting, -
the Giant opened his cloak-bag, and took
out fomething to cat. Thor and his com-
anions having done the fame, Skrymncr

would put both their wallets together, and
laying them on his fhoulder, began to
march at a great rate. At night, when
the others were come up, the Giant went
to repofe himfelf under an oak, fhewing
Thor where he intended to lie, and bid-
ding him help himfelf to victuals out. of
the wallet. Meanwhile he fell to fnore
ftrongly. But what is very incredible, when
Thor came to open the wallet, he could
not untie one fingle knot. Vexed at this,
he feized his mace, and lanched it at the
Giant’s head. He awakmg, afks, what
leaf ‘had. fallen upon his head, or what
other trifle it could be. . Thor pretended to
go to fleep under another.oak ; but obferv-
ing about' midnight that Skrymner fnored
again, he took his mace and drove it into
the hinder part of his head. The Giant
awakmg, demands of Thor, whether fome
fmall grain of duft had not fallen upon his
head, and why he did not go to {leep.
Thor anfwered, he was going; but pre=~
fcmly after, refolvmg to have a third blow
at
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at his enemy, he colleéts all his force, and
lanches his mace with fo much viclence
againft the Giant’s cheek, that it forced its
way into it up to the handle. = Skrymner
awaking, flightly raifes his hand to his
cheek, faying, Are there any birds perched
upon this tree? I thought one cf their fea-
thers had fallen upon me. Then he added,
What keeps you awake, Thor? I fancy
it is now time for us to get up, and drefs
ourfelves. You are now not very far from
the city of Uzgard. Ihave heard you whif-
per tooneanother, that I'was of a very tall
ftature ;- but you will fee many there much
larger than myfelf. Wherefore Ladvife you,
when you come thither, not to take upon
youtoo much ; for in that place they will not
bear with it from fuch little men as you *.
Nay, I even believe, that your beft way is
to turn back again; but if you ftill perfift
in your refolution, take the road that leads
eaftward ; for as for me, mine lies to the
north. Hereupon he threw his wallet over
his thoulder, and entered a foreft. I never
could hear that the God Thor withed him
a good journey; but proceeding on his way
along with his' companions, he perceived, -

* To conceive the force of this raillery, the Rea-
der muft remember that THOR is reprefented of gi-

gantic fize, and as the ftouteft and ftrongeft of the
Gods. The HERcULES of the northern nations. T

about




(123)

about noon, a city fituated in the middle of
a vaft plain. This city was {o lofty, that
one could not look up to the top of it,
without throwing one’s head quite back
upon the fthoulders. The gatc-way was
clofed with a grate, which Thor never
could have opened ; but he and his compa-
nions crept through the bars.  Entering in,
they faw a large palace, and men of a pro-
digious ftature. Then addrefling them-
felves to the king, who was named Urgar-
da-Loke, they faluted him with great re-
fpe@.  The king having at laft difcerned
them, broke out into fuch a burft of laugh-
ter, as difcompofed every feature of his
face. It would take up too much time,
fays he, to afk you concerning the long
journey you have performed; yet if I do
not miftake, that little man whom I fee
there, thould be Thor : perhapsindeed he is
larger than he appears to me to-be; but in
order to judge of this, added he, addrefling
his difcourfe to Thor, let me fee a fpeci-
men of thofe arts by which you are diftin-
guithed, you and your companions; for
no body is permitted to remain here, unlefs
he underftand fome art, and excel in it all
other men. Loxke then faid, that his art
confifted in eating more than any other man
in the world, and that he would challenge
any one at that kind of combat. It muft

' : indeed

g
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indeed be owned, replied the king, that
you are not wanting in dexterity, if youare
able to perform what you promife. Come
then, let us put it to the proof. At the
{fame time he ordered one of his courtiers
who was fitting on a fide-bench, and whofe
name was Loge (i. e. Flame) to come for-
ward, and try his fkill with Loke in the
art they were fpeaking of. ‘Then he caufed
a great tub or trough full of provifions to
be placed upon the bar, and the two cham-

ions at each end of it: who immediately
fell to devour the victuals with fo much ea-
gernefs, that they prefently met in the
middle of the trough, and were obliged to
defift. But Loke had only eat the flefh of
his portion ; whereas the other had devour-
ed both flefh and bones. All the company
therefore adjudged that Loke was van-
quithed.

THE
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THE TWENTY-FOURTH FABLE,

of sz'a_lﬁ":ydrf.'

FEFYHEN the king afked, .what that
young man could do, who accom-
panied Thor. TH1ALrE anfwered, That in
rupping upon f{cates, he would difpute the
prize with. any of his courtiers. The king
owned; that the talent he fpoke of was a
very fine -one; - but that he muft exert
himflf, if he would come off conqueror.
He then arofe and conducted Thialfe to a
¢ fnowy’: plain, giving him a young man
named Hugo ' (Spirit or - Thought) to dif-
pute the prize of fwiftnefs with him. But
this Hugo fo much outftript Thialfe, that in
returning to the barrier, whence they fet out,
they met face to face. ‘Then fays the king ;
Another trial, and you may perhaps exert
yourfelf better. They therefore ran a fe«
cond courfe, and Thialfe wasa full bow-fhot
from the boundary, when Hugo arrived at
it.  They rana third time; but Hugo had
already reached the goal, before Thialfe had
got half way. Hereupon all who were pre-
fent cried out, that there had been a fuffi-
-cient trial of fkill in this kind of exercife.
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH FABLE.

Of the Trials that Thor underwent.

HEN the king afked THoR, in

; what- art HE would chufe to give
proof of that dexterity for which he was
fo famous. Thor replied, That he would
conteft the prize of Drinking with any ‘per-
fon belonging to his court.© The king con-
fented, and immediately ‘'went into his’ pa-
lace to look for alarge horn,- out of which
his courtiers were obliged to -drink when
they had committed any trefpafs againft the
cuftoms of the ‘court *. This the cup-
bearer filled to the brim, and prefented to
Thor, whilft the king fpake thus: Who-
ever is a good drinker, will empty that horn
at’a fingle draught ; fome perfons make two
of it; but the moft puny drinker of all
can do it at three.” Thor looked at the
horn, and was aftonifhed at its length 43
however, as he was very thirfty, he fet it
to his mouth, and without drawing breath,
t pulled

* That is, in the language of modern Topers,

¢ he fconced them a bumper, by way of fine.” T.
+ The Drinking Veflels of the northern Nations
were the Horns of animals, of their natural lengthy
: only
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pulled .as long and as decply.as he could,
that he might not be obliged to make a
{econd draught of it: but when he with-
drew the cup from his mouth, in order to
look in, he could fcarcely perceive any of
the liquor gone.  To it he went again with
all his might, but fucceeded no better than
before. At laft, full of indignation, he
again fet the horn ‘to his lips, and exerted
himfelf to the utmoft to empty it Entirely :
then looking in, he found that the liquor
was a little lowered :* upon this,, he refolv-
ed to attempt it no more, but gave back
the horn. 1 now fee plainly, fays the king,
that thou art not quite {o ftout as we thought
thee ; but art thou willing to make any
more trials ¢ I am fure, fays Thor, fuch,
draughts as I have been drinking, would
not have been reckoned fmall among the
Gods : but what new trial have you to pro-
pofe? We have a very trifling game, here,
replied the king, in which we exercife none
but children : it confilts in only lifting my
Cat from the ground; nor fhould T have
mentioned it, if I had not already obferved,
that you are by no means what we took
youfor. . Immediately alarge iron-coloured
Cat leapt into the middle of the hall.
only tipt with filver, &c. In York-Minfter is pre-
ferved one of thefe ancient Drinking . Vellels, com-
pofed of a large Elephant’s Tooth, of its natural
dimenfions, ornamented- with- fculpture, &c,  See

Drake’s Hift,
. Thor
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Thor advancing, put his hand under thé
Cat’s belly, anddid his utmoft to raife him
from the ground; but the Cat bending his
back, had only one of -his feet lifted up:
. The event, fays the. king, is juft what I
forefaw ; the Cat is large, but Thor is little
in comparifon of the men here. Little as
1 am, fays Thor, let me fee who will wre-
ftle with me. The king looking round
him, fays, I fee no body here who would not
think it beneath him to enter the lifts with
you ; let fornebody, however, call hither my
nurfe Helz (i. e. Death) to wreflle with
this God Thor : fhe hath thrown to thé
ground many a better man than he. Im-
mediately a toothlefs old woman entered
the hall.” This is fhe, fays the king, with
whom you muft wreftle *; I cannot, ¢ fays
¢ Jafnhar,” give you all the particulars of
this conteft, only in general, that the more
vigoroufly Thor affailed her, the more im-
moveable (he flood. At length the old wo-
man had recourfe to ftratagems, and Thor
could not keep his feet {o fteadily, but that
the, by a violent ftruggle, brought him
tpon one knee. Then the king came to
them and ordefed them to defift: adding;
there now remained no body in his court,
whom he could afk with honour to conde-
feend to fight with Thor.

* I here follow the Latin Verfion of Goranfon, ra-
ther than the French of M, Mallet. - T.
; L TAHEE,



THE TWENTY-SIXTH FABLE.
The Llufions acconnted for.

"FIHOR paffed the night in that place

‘A with his companions, and was pre-
‘paring to depart thence carly the next
morning ; when the king ordered him to be
fent for, and gave him a magnificent en-
tertainment.  After this he accompanied
him out of the city. When they were jufk
going to bid adieu to each other, the king
- afked Thor what he thought of the fuccefs
- of his expedition. Thor told him, he
could not but owd that he went away
very much afhamed and .difappointed. It
behoves me then, fays' the king, to difeo-
ver now the truth to you, fince you are out
of my city; which you fhall never re-enter
whilft I live and reign. And I affure you,
that had 1 known before-hand, you had
been fo ftrong and mighty, 1 would not
have {uffered you to enter now. But len-
chanted you by my illufions ; fitft of all in
the foreft, where 1 arrived before you.

VYor. I K And
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And there yeu were not able to untic

your wallet, becaufe I had faftened it with

a magic chain. You afterwards aimed three

blows at me. with your mace: the firft

ftroke, though flight, would have brought

me to the ground, had I received it: but

when you are gone hence, you will meet

with an immenfe rock, in which are three

narrow valleys of a fquare form, one of

“them in particular remarkably deep : thefe
are the breaches made by your mace; for

I at that time lay concealed behind the
tock, which you did not perceive. I
have ufed the fame illufions in the contefts

you have had with the people of my court.
In the firft, Loxe, like Hunger itfelf, de-

voured all.that was fet before him : but his
opponent, LoGE, was nothing elfe but a
‘wandering Fire, which inftantly confumed
not only the meat, but the bores, and very

trough “itlelf. Huco, with whom Tui-

Avre difputed the prize of fwiftnefs, was

no other than Thought or Spirit; and it

was impoflible for Thialfe to keep pace
with that.” When you attempted to emp-

ty the Harn, you performed, upon my

word; a deed fo marvellous, that I thould

never have believed it, if I had not feen it

myfelf; for one end of the Horn reached

to the fea, a circumftance you did not ob-

ferve : ‘but the firft time you go to the fea-

fide, you will fee how much it is dimi-

' nifhed.
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hifthed. You performed no lefs a miraclé
in lifting the Cat, and to tell you the truth,
wien we faw that one of her paws had
quitted the earth, we were all extremely
furprized and terrified ; for what you took
fora Cat, was in reality the great Serpent
of Midgard, which encompafics the earth ;
and he was theén fcarce long enomgh to
touch the earth with his head and tail ; {o
high had your hand raifed him up towards
heaven. As to your wreftling with an old
woma, itis very aftonifhing that fhe could
only bring you down upon one of your
knees; for it was Deartu you wreltled
with, who firft or laft will brifg every one
low. But now, as we are going to part;
let me tell you, that it will be equally for
your advantage and’ mine, that you nevet
come near me agair; for thould yoa do fo,
1 fhall againgdefend myfelf by other illu-
- fions and -enchantments, {o that you will
never prevail agdinft me.—As he uttered
thefe words, Thorin a rage laid hold. of
his mace, and would have lanched it at the*
king, but he fuddenly difappeared; and
when the God would have returned to thé
city to deftroy it, he found nothing all
around him but vaft plains covered with
verdure. Continuing therefore his courfe,
he returned without ever flopping, to his
palace.

K2 R Ea
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REMARKS onx tHE TWENTY-THIRD, An3
roLLowiNg FABLES. :

I was unwilling to

fupprefs the fables we have
béen reading, however
trifling they may appear
at firft fight; partly that
I might give the original
compleat, and partly be-
caufe I thought them
not altogether ufelefs,
as they would contri-
bute {ill farther to lay
open the turn of mind
and gentus of the ancient
inhabitants of Europe.
‘We have feen above, that
‘Tror was regarded as a
Divinity favourable. to
mankind, being their pro-
teCtor againft the attacks
of Giants and evil Genii.
Tt is pretty remarkable,
that this fame God fhould
here be liable to illufions,
fnares and trials; and that
it thou'd be the Evil Prin-
¢iple, that perfecutes him,
Ut-garda Lske, fignifies
¢¢ the LokE, or Demon
¢¢ from without.” ¢ But
may not all this fable have
been invented in imita-
tion of the labours of Her-
cules?”  The analogy is
fo fmall in general be-

tween the mythology of
the Greeks, and that of
the riorthern nations, that
1 cannot think the imper-
fe& refemblance which is
found between thefe two
ftories deferves much at<-
tention, I am of opiniors
that we fhall be more’
likely to fucceed, if we
look for the origin of this
fable in the religion
formerly fpread through~
out Perfia and the
neighbouring countries 5
whence, as the. anciént
Chronicles inform us,
Opsv and his compa-
nions originally came.
There firft arofe the doc—
trine of 2 Good and Evil
Principle, whofe conflicts.
we here fee . defcribed
after an: allegorical man-
ner,.

It appears probable to-
me that this' dodtrine,.
which was carried into
the north by the Afiatics
whoeftablifhed themfelves |
there, hath had many
puerile circumftances ad--
ded to it, in" fucceflively |

- paflingthrough the mouths

of |
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of the Poets, the fole de-
pofitaries of the opinions
of thofe times. 'In rea-
lity, we find in every one
of thofe additions, fome-
what that ftrongly marks
the foil from whence they
fprung, Such, for ex-
ample, are the contells
about eating’ and drink-
ing moft; who fhould
{cate beft on the ¢{now ;’
and the horns out of which
the courtiers were obliged
to drink, when they com-
mitted a fault. ?i"hcfe,
and fome other ftrokes of
this kind, ftrongly favour
of the north. %ut what
moft of all thows fome-
what of myftery after
the Oriental manner, is
Taor’s wreftling with
Death, or Old Age; to
whom he feems to pay a
flight tribute, in falling
down upon one of his
knees, and immediately
again raifing up himfelf.
In the next fable he pre-
{erves and continues, as
indeed throughoutall this
Mythology, the charaéter
and fun&ions which were
at firft afcribed to him.
He enters into conflict

with the great Serpent, a

K 3F

.

monfter defcended from
that Evil Principle, who
is at enmity with Gods
and men: but he will not
be able perfetly .to tri-
umph ' over him, till the
laft day; when recoiling
back nine paces, he ftrikes
him dead with' his thun=
der, and deftroys him for
ever,

There are few methods
of interpretation more
equivocal, more fubject
to abufe, and more difcre-
dited, than that which
hath recourfe to allegory. |
But the turn of genius
which feems to have dic-
tated all this Mythology,
and the fignificant words
it affects to employ, feem
to preferibe this method
to us on this occafion.
Befides, we are to remem-~
ber that the whole of it
hath been tranfmitted ‘to
us by Poets, and that
thofe Poets, in-theirman~
ner, have been partly Ori-
ental and partly Celtic.
We have therefore abun-
dant reafon to be con-
vinced, that we ought
not to interpret any thing
here in a fimple or literal
fenfe. |

THE
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THE TWENTY-SEVENTH FABLE.

Of the Fourncy undertaken by Thor, to goto
Jib for the great Serpent.
IFind by your account, fays Gangler,
that the power of this King, you have
been mentioning, muft be very great, and
there cannot be a ftronger proof it, than
his having courtiers fo fkilful and dexterous
in. all refpecs. But, tell me, did THoR
never revenge  this affront? ’Tis well
known, fays Har, (though no body has
talked of it) that Thor had refolved to at-
tack the great.Serpent, if an opportunity
offered: with ‘this view he fet out from
AsGARD a fecond time, under the form of
a young boy, in order to go to the Giant
EvmeRr *. When he was got there, he
befought the Giant, to permit him to go

* T here give this name as it is in the Icelandicy M.
Mallet writes it Hymer. The Reader muft not con-
found this name with that of the Giant YwMr, or
YMir, mentioned in the fecond fable, &c. T.

aboard
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aboard his bark along -with him, when e
went a fithing, The Giant anfwered, that
a little puny {tripling like him, could be of
no ufe to him; but would be ready :to die
of cold, when they fhonld reach the high
feas, whither he ufually went.  Thor af-
fured him thathe feared nothing : and afked
- him what bait" he intended to fith® with:
Eymer bade him to look out for fomething:
Thor went up to a herd of cattle which be=
longed to the Giant, and feizing one of the
oxen, tore off hishead with his own hands;
then returning tothebark where Eymer was,
they fate.down together. : Thor placed him-
felf in the middle of the bark, and plicd
both his oars at once: Eymer, who rowed
alfo at the prow, faw with furprize how
{wiftly Thor drove the boat forward, and
told bim, that by the land-marks on the
coafts, he difcovered that they were come
to the moft proper place-to angle for flat
fith. But Thor, affured him that they had
better go a good way further: accordingly
they continued to row on, till at length
Eymer told-him if. they did not ftop, they
would- be in -danger from' the great Ser-
pent. of Midgard. Notwithftanding this,
Thor perfifted in rowing further, and fpite #
of the Giant, was a great while before he
would lay down his oars.” Then taking out
2 fifliing line extremely ftrong, he fixed to

: I

& ik
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it the ox’s head, unwound it, and caft it inta
" the fea. * The bait reached the bottom, the
Serpent greedily devoured the head, and the
hook ftuck faft in his palate. Immediately
the ‘pain made him move with fuch vio-
lence, that Thor was obliged to hold faft
with both his hands by the pegs which bear
againft the oars: but the ftrong effort he
was obliged to make with his whole body,
caufed his feet ‘to force their way through
the baat, and they went down to the
bottom of the fea; whilft with his hands,
he violently drew up- the Serpent to the
fide of the weffel. It is impoffible to
exprefs the dreadful looks that the God
darted ‘at the Serpent, whilft the monfter,
raifing ‘his head, fpouted out venom upon
him':"in the meantime the Giant Eymer
feeing, with affright, the water “enter his
bark on all fides, cut with his knife the
ttring of the fithing-line, juft as Thor was
going to firike the Serpent with his mace.
Upon this the monfter fell down again ta
‘the bottam of the fea; neverthelefs, fome
add that Thor darted his mace after him,
and bruifed his head in the midft of the
waves. But one may affert with more cer-

tdinty; that-he lives ftill in the waters *,

* We fee plainly in the above fable the origip of thofe
vulgar opinions entertained in the porth, and which
. Pon-
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Then Thor ftruck the Giant a blow with
his fift, nigh the ear, and throwing his
head into the fea, waded afterwards on foot.
- to land,

Pontoppidan has recorded, concerning the CRAKEN,
and that monftrous Serpent, deferibed in his Hiftory of
Negway, s e T,
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20T

. “THE TWENTY-EIGHTH FABLE.

Of Balder the Good. *

ERTAINLY, fays Gangler, this was

a very great victory of Tror’s. The

dream which BALDER had one night, re-
plies Har, was fomething ftill more re-
markable. This God thought that his life

. was in extreme danger : wherefore, telling
his dream to the other Gods, they agreed
to conjure away all the dangers with which
Balder was threatened. Then Frigca
exaled an oath of Fire, Water, Iron and ’
other Metals, as alfo of Stones, Earth,
Trees, Animals, Birds, Difeafes, Poifon and
Worms, that none of them would do any
hurt to Balder (a). This dene, the Gods,
together with Balder himfzlf, fell to divert-

- ing themfelves in their grand affembly, and
¢ Balder {t6od as 2 mark at which they threw,
fome of them darts, and fome ftones, while
others ftruck at him with a fword. But
whatever they could do, none of them

" could
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could hurt him ; which was confidered 252
great honour to Balder.  In the meantime,
Loxe, moved with envy, changed his
‘thape int6 that of a.ftrange old woman,
and went to the palace of Frigga. That
‘Goddefs feeing her, afked if {he knew what
the Gods were at prefent employed about in
their affembly. The pretended old woman
anfwered, That the Gods were throwing
darts and ftones at Balder, without being
able to hurt him. Yes, faid Frigga, and
no fort of arms, whether made of me-
tal or wood, can prove mortal to him : for
I have exalted an oath from them all.
"What, faid the woman, have all f{ubftan-
ces then fworn to do the fame honours to
Balder? ‘There is -only one little fhrub,
replied Frigga, which grows on the weftern
fide of Valhall, and its name is Miffiltein,
(the Miffeltoe ;) of this I took no oath,
becaufe it appeared to me too young and
feeble. 'As foon as Loke heard this, he
vanifhed, and refuming ‘his natural fhape,
went to pluck up the fhrub by the roots,
and then repaired to the affembly of the
Gods. There he found Hoper ftand-
ing apart by himflf, without partak-
ing of the fport, becaufe he was blind,
Lake came to him, and afked him, Why
he did not alfo throw fomething at Bal-
der, as well as the reft? Becaufe I am

3 (R, * blind,
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blind, replied the other, and haye nothing
to throw with. Come then, fays Loke,
do like the reft, thew honour to Balder b

tofling this little. trifle at him; and 1 wiﬂ
dire&t your arm towards the place where he
fands. Then Hoder took the Miffeltoe (3),
and Loke guiding his hand, he darted it at
Balder; who, picrced through and through,
fell down :devoid of Jife: and {urely never
was feen, either among Gods or men, a
crime more {hocking and aitrocious than
this.  Balder being dead, the Gods were
a1l filent and {pisitlefs : not daring to avenge
his death, out of refped to the facred place
in which it ha_ppéned. They were all
therefore plunged in the deepeft mourning,
and. efpecially Qpin, who was more fenfi-
ble than all the reft of the lofs they had
fuffered. * After their forrow was a little
appeafed, they carried the body of Balder
down towards the fea, where flood the vef~
fel of that God, which pafled for the largeft
in the world.  But when the Gods wanted
to lanch itinto the water, in order to make
2 funeral pile for Balder +, they could ne-
ver make it flir: wherefore they caufed to

* What follows is different in the Latin Verfion
of Goranfon. o1 ;
"'+ The fenfe of Goranfon’s Verfion is, ¢ In order
¢ to carry the body of Balder, together with his fu-
£¢ neral pile,” B P

. come
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come from ‘the country of the Giants, 4
certain Sorcerefs, who was mounted on 2
wolf, having twifted ferpents by way of a
bridle. *As foon as fhe alighted, Odin
caufed four Giants to come, purely to hold
her fteed faft, and fecare it : which appeared
to himy {o dreadful, that he would firft fee
whether they were able to overthrow it to
the ground: for, fays he, if you are not
able to overthrow it to the earth, I fhall’
never be fecure that you have ftrength to
hold it faft. Then the Sorcerefs bending
herfelf over.the prow of.the veffel, fet it
afloat with one fingle' effort; which wag
" fo'violent, that the fire fparkled from the
keel as it was dragging to the water, and
the earth trembled. = Thor, enraged at the
fight of this woman, took his mace and
was going to dath her head to pieces, had
not the Gods appeafed him by their inter-
ceflions. ‘The body of BALDER being then
put on board the veffel, they fet fire to his
funeral pile; and Nanna, his wife, who
had died of grief, was burnt along with
him. There were alfo at this ceremony,
befides all the Gods and Goddeffes, a great
number of Giants. . Odin laid upon the
pile, a ring of gold, to which he after-
wards gave the property of producing every
sinth night, eight rings of equal weight.

3 7 Balders
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Balder’s horfe wasalfo confumed in thie famé
flames with the body of his mafter *.

* Foran Account of the Funerals of the ancient
Scandinavians, and of the Piles in which the wife,
{lave and horfe were buried along with the Owner, fee
Vol. L. p. 3415 &c. —In the firft part of this work,
our Author promifed to give proofs of whatever he had
advanced concerning the manners and cuftoms of the
ancient Danes ; and whoever examines with attention,
the original pieces contained in this fecond Volume
cannot but acknowlege he has kept his word.

REMARKSon T TWENTY-EIGHTHFABLE:

A) ¢ That none of
¢¢ themwould doany hurt
¢ to Balder.”] It is well
known to fuch ‘as have
dipt into the aricient fo-
mances, that there were
formerly Necromaneers
and Sorcerefles, whocould
fo throughly enchant lan-
ces and {words, that they
could do no hurt. This
ridiculous opinion is not
entirely eradicated out of
the minds of the common
people every where, to
this day. . Our ancient
northern hiftorians are full
-of allufions to feats of this
kind, Saxo, lib, 6. af-
fures us, that a certain
champion, named /7ifin,
was able to charm his
enemies fwords with 2

fingle look. There were
certain Runic charaters;
which produced this ef=
fe&t; but in general they
were theFairies and God-
defles who excelled in this
fine art: Frigga herfelf
was_ particularly diftin-
guifhed for it. We fee
in the text, that fhe could
charm and inchant what-
ever fhe pleafed. Taci-
tus, who defcribes her
under the title of the
¢« Mother of the Gods,”
(a2 name which is allo
given herin the Eppa in
more places than one)
fpeaks in like manner of
the power fhe had to pro<
tect her votaries in the
midft of darts thrown by
their enemiies, Matrem
deiian
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deitm venevantur (Eflyi) :
‘Infigne fuperflitionis, fornias
aprorum  geflant.  1d pro
armis ommumgue tuteld, fe-

curum Dez cultorem etiam |

inter hofles preflat, c. 45.

(8) ¢ Then Hoder
¢ took the Mifleltoe.”’]
If the Scandinavians had
been a different nation
from the Germans, the
Germans from the Gauls,
and the Gauls from the
Britons; whence -could
arife this ftriking confor-
mity which is found be-
tween them, even in thofe
arbitrary opinions,  to
which caprice alone could
have given rife? 1 la
particular ftrefs upon this
remark, as what juftifies
me in calling the Eppa
a Syftem of CELTIC MY-
THOLOGY 3 and I recall
it on occafion of this paf-
fage. We fee here, that

the Scandinavians, as well

as the Gauls and Britons,
attributed to the M1ssEL-
TOE a certain divine pow-
er. This plant, particu-

larly fuch of it 2s grew -

upon the aak, hath been
the obje@ of veneration,

not among the Gauls on.
1y, (as hath been. often
advanced ' ‘without juft
grounds) but alfo among
all the Celtic nations of
Europe.” The people of
Holftein, and the neigh-
bowring countries, call it
at this day AMarentaken,
or the ¢ Branch of Spec- -
¢¢ tres ;” doubtlefs on ac-
count of its magical vir--
tues. Infome placés of
Upper Germany, the peo-
ple obferve the fame cu~
ftom, which is pra&ifed
in many provinces of
France. Young perfons
go at the beginning of the
year, and ftrike the doors .
and windows of houfes,
crying Guthyl, which figni=

* fies Mifleltoe. (See Keyf-

Ter. Antiq. Sept. and Celt.
p. 304, & feq.) Ideas of
the fame kind prevailed
among the ancient inha-
bitants of Italy. Apu--
leius hath preferved fome
verfes of the ancient poet
Lelius, in which Miffel-
toe is mentioned as one of
the ingredients which will
convert a man intoa Ma-
gician.  (Apul. Apolog." ~
. Prior.) ‘

*.* As fo much ftrefs is laid here on the circum-
ftance of Balder’s being flain by the MrsseLToE, it
deferves a particular difcuffion: and as almolt every
shing advanced in this note is borroewed confefledly from

Key-
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RivsLER’s Antiquitates Seletiz Septentrionales (p. 3044
&c.) it will be proper to examine the arguments pro~
duced in that book ; to which our ingenious Author,
M. Mallet, has, I fear, rather given his affent too haftily:
Pliny is the wtitet bf Antiquity, from whom we
learn the particular account of the veneration paid to
this Plant by the Druids of Gaul. - Nat, Hift. lib. 16.
C. 44. ~ Non ¢ff omittenda in ea re & GALLIARUM ad-
miratiés  Nibil habent DRUID & (itd fuos appellant Ma-
gos) V1sco & Arbore in yua gignatur (fi modo fit Ro-,
BUR) facratius. Fam per fe Roborumi eligunt Litcos, nec
ulla facra fine ea fronde conficiunt, et inde appellati quoguz
interpretatione Greeca poffint DRUID E vidiri. Enimvers
quidquid adnaftatur illis, ¢ calo miffum putant; fignum-
que effé elecie abipfo Deo Arboris. Eff autem id rarum
&dmodum invéntu, & repertum magna religione petitur :
et ante omnia fexta Lund, que principia menfium annorum=
que bis facit, et feculi pof tricelfimum annum, quia jant
virium abunde habeaty nec fit fui dimidia, OMmNIA-SA--
NANTEM appellantes fuo vocabulo, facrificiis epulifque rite
Jub arbore preparatis duos admovent candidi coloris tanrosy
gquorum cornua tunc primum vinciantur, Sacerdos candida
vefle cultus arborem feandit. Falce aurea demittit. Candids
id 'excipitur fago. Tum deinde viclimas immolant, precan-
2es, ut fuum donum Deus profperum faciat his quibus dede~
7it. VECUNDITATEM e0 poto dari cuicunque animali
SPerili arbitrantur, contraque venena omnia effe REMEDIO,
Tanta gentivm in rebus frivolis plerunque religio ¢f1.”
So again in lib. 24. c. 4. ¢ ViscuMm ¢ robore pre-
cipuum diximus haberi, & qua conficeretur modo, &ci
Quidam id religione cfficacius fieri putant, prima luna col-
lectum e Robore fine Jerro.  Si terram non attigit, comi=
tialibus MEDERT. Conceptum_feeminarum ADJUVARE;
Jiomnino. fecum babeant.” Ulcera commanducato impafito-
gue efficaciffim SANARL. > g .

Here we fee the MisseLTOE is revered among the
Gauls as a Divine Plant, producing moft falutary ef-
fe&s 5 < curing barrennefs, repelling poifon; afifting
* women in labour, and curing ulcers;” and for its
great beneficial qualities in general, called ALL-HEAL,
and honoured with peculiar marks of reverence.——
7 Was
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Was this plant confidered in the fame favourable light
among the Scandinavians; of honoured by them with
the fame obfervances ? Nothing like this appears. It
is mentioned in this orie place of the Eppa, as a little
inconfiderable fhrub, that was rhade ufe of by a ma-
licious Being to perpetrate great mifchief. I am afraid
therefore, that the reafoning of our elegant and learned
Author will be found here to amount to this, viz. ¢ In
Gavut the Mifleltoe was the Inftrument of Goop,
in the north the inftrument of Evij; therefore the
Gauls and the northern nations rauft have been the
fame people; and there appears a firiking conformity
between them both in their opinions on this fib-
jeét.”——One might rather infer that there was an
effential difference and oppofition between the religious
tenets of thefe two nations : and that therefore they
were, ab origine, two diftinét races of men.—But it
will perhaps be urged, How fhould the followers of
Obin think of affixing any peculiar arbitrary qualities
to the Misser, TOE at all, if they had not this notion
from the Celtic Druids ?—I anfwer, From the Celtes
they probably learnt all they knew about the Miffeltoe :
but as they entertained fo different ap opinion concern=
ing thisplant, it is plain they could neverhave the Druids
for their inftruors. Thetruth probably is, The Go-
thic nations, in their firft incurfions upon the neigh-
bouring Celtes, had obferved the fuperftitious venera-
tion that was paid to this plant by their enemies; and
their own religious modes being different, they there-
fore held it in contempt and abhorrence :—So in fuc-
¢eeding ages, when Chriftianity was eftablithed in
Gaul and Britain, the Scandinavians (ftill Pagans)
turned ther facred rites into ridicule. Thus Regner
Lodbrog, in his DY1nG OpE, fpeaking of 2 battle,
{fought perhaps again(t Chriftians) fays, in ridicule of
the kEucharift,

#¢ There we celebrated a Mass [Mifu. I1.] of

¢« weapons * I

* Five Picces of Runic Poetry, p. 32+

Vol«- 1L 5 Some
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Some of the Céltic nations, (the Britons for inftance)
have a traditionary opinion that the dominions of their
anceftors were once extended much farther north,
than they were in the time of the Romans; and
that they were gradually difpoflefied by the Gothic
or Teutonic naticns, of many of thofe countries,
which the latter afterwards iuhabited. Whether
this tradition be admitted or not, it is certain that the
Gothic and Celtic tribes bordered on each other 3 and
this, no lefs than through the whole boundary of Gaul
and Gernany. Now the frequent wars, renewals of
peace, and other occafions of intercourfe in confe-
quence of this vicinage, will account to us for all that
the Gothic nations knew or pradifed of the Celtie
cuftoms and opinions. Perhaps it would be refining
too much upon the paflage in the Eppa, to explain it
as an allegory; or to fuppofe that the difturbance
wrought among the Gods by the Miffeltoe, was meant
to exprefs the oppofition which Odin’s religion found
from the Druids of the Celtic nations. Such an In-
terpretation of this ancient piece of Mythology would
be neither forced nor nnnatural ¢ but it is not worth
infifting upen.

‘To return to KEysLER, he fays (p. 305.) that
there are ¢ plain veftiges of this ancient Druidical
‘¢ reverence for the MissELToE flill remaining in fome
places in Germany; but principally in Gaul and
Aquitain : in which latter countries, it is cuftomary
for the boys and young men on the laft day of De-
cember, to go about through the towns and villa-
ges, finging and begging money, as a kind of New-
year’s gift, and crying out, Au Guy! L’ An NEUF !
¢ To the Mifleltoe! The New Year is at hand |”"—
This is 2 curious and firiking inftance; and to it may
be adf]ed that rural cuftom £hill obferved in many parts
of England, of hanging up a Miffeltoe-buth on
Chriftmas Eve, and trying lots by the crackling of the
Yeaves and berries in the fire on Twelfth Night.—
All thefe will cafily be admitted to be refiques of Dru-l

idica
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idical fuperftition, becaufe all pra@ifed in thofe very
countries, in which' the Druids were formerly efta-
“ blithed.—~KEYSLER then proceeds to attribute to the
fame Druidic origin; a caftom-practifed in"Upper Ger-
many by the vulgar at Chriftmas, of running through’
the ftrects, &c. and ftriking the doors and windows
(not with MissELTOE, for that plant dées not appear
to be at all ufedor attended to ypon the occafion, but)
with HammeRrs (Malkis, Lat.) cryine' Gortuyl,
GurHYL. Now Guthyl or Gut Hevl%, he owns is
literally Bona Salus ; and therefore might moft naturally
be applied to the birth of Chrift then celebrated : but,
becaufe the words have a diftant refemblance in mean-
ing to the Omnia-Sanans, by which the Gauls ex-
greﬂéd the MisseLToE, according to Pliny; therefore
e (without the Jeaft fhadow of authority) will have
this German term Guthyl, to be the very Gallic name
meant by that author: And his reafons are as good as
his authority : viz. ¢ Becaufe, (1ft) he fays, The lan-
guage of the Gauls, Germans, Britons, and northern
nations, were only different dialets of oNE common
tongue ; (2dly) Becaufe the German name for this
plant Miflel, as well as our Englith AZyffeltoe, ave foreign
words, and BOTH DERIVED fromthe Latin /ifeum.”—
That, the ancient language of the Gauls, ftill pre-
ferved in the Welfh, Armoric, &c. isor ever was the
fame with thofe diale&s of the Gothic, the Saxon, Ger-
man and Danifh, &c. believe who will. But that our
Englith name Miffltoe, as well as the German Mifel,
are .words of genuine Gothic original, underived
from any foreign language, is evident from their be-
jng found in every the moft ancient diale& of the
Gothic tongue: viz. Azg-Sax. ipalcan.  Ifand. [in
Eppa] Mittilteinn. Dan. & Belg. Mittel, &e. &,
We fee then what little ground this paflage of the
Eppa now affords us for fuppofing the Gothic nations
of Scandinavia and Germany, to be the fame people

1 4-glid Good Heal; or Good Health,
R with
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with ‘the Celtic tribes of Britain and Gaul; or for
calling the Icelandic and Gothic Eppa, a Syftem of
Druidical or Cerric MyTaoLocy: For as for the
prefent German inhabitants of Holface calling the
MisseLTor ¢ the branch of fpedires,” that proves
no moie that their anceftors revered it as falutary
and divine; than its being anciently reprefented in
the north as the death of Balder proves it to have
been intitled there to the Druidical chara&er of Omnia

Sanans, T,

THE
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THE TWENTY-NINTH FABLE:

Hermode's fourney to Hell.

* ALDER having thus perithed, Frig=
. GA, his mother, caufed it to be pub-
lithed every where, that whofoever of the
Gods would go to Hell in fearch of Balder,
and offer DEaTH fuch 2 ranfom as the
would require for reftoring him to life,
would merit all her love. Hermopk, fur=
named the Nimble or A&ive, the fon of
Odin, offertd to take this commiffion upon
him, With this view he took Odin’s horfe,
and mounting him; departedi For the
fpace - of nine days and as many nights,
he travelled through deep vallies, fo dark,
that he did not begin to fee whither he was
going, till he arrived at the river of Gzall,

. * In this, as well as the precedifig chiapter, the
Latin Verfion of Goranfon differs exceedingly from
the French of M. Mallet (which is here followed)
owing, I fuppofe, to the great vaiiations in' the diffe-
xent copies, which they refpectively adopted. T

L3 that
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that he paffed over a bridge, which was

all covered with fhining gold. The keep=

‘ing of this “bridge was committed-to-a
damfel named Modguder, or Audacious

War. When fhe faw Hermode, fhe de-

manded: his name and -family, telling him

that the preceding day fhe had feen pafs

over the bridge five {quadrons of ‘dead per-

- fons, who alk together did not make the
bridge fhake fo much as he alone ; and be-

Hides, addéd"fhe; you have ‘not ‘the colodr
-of ‘a dead cdrpfe:’ whatbrings you then to
‘the infernal regions ! Hermode anfwered,
1 go to feck Balder ¢ Havenot you feen him

“pafs this.way ? < Balder, “faid the, hath
-pafled over'this bridge ; "but-the road of the
“dead. “is there ! below, toWards 'the 'north.
“Hermodé! then ‘perfued his journey, till ‘he
feammie néartothe entrance cof Hell; avhich
was defendqd"by ‘:i‘iaf'géf' gf'ate, Icm}dde

‘now alighted, and girthedthis faddle tighter;
then ‘mawmitihg again; clapped both fpurs to

his ‘hérfé’-;:iwho imrr’f;:‘d'ia’tély leaped’ over

“the grite, without totching it ‘the " leaft'in
.the werld with'his feet. 15 Ertering -in, he
faw his brother Balder feated in the moft

diftingailied place in the paldce; and' there

“he paffed “the ‘night.\"The next morning
he befought Hera-{or: Dratn) to foffer

_Balder'to. return/back twith himy affuring
 ber that the Gods had been all moft feverely
i afflicted
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‘nfflictéd: for -his death. But- Hela. told
him, fhie would know whether it was.true
-that Balder was {fo much beloved by all
‘thingsin the world, as he had reprefented:

'fhe required therefore that all beings, both
@nimate and (inanimate, fhould weep - for
his death; andiin that cafe the would fend
him back to the Gods: but on the other
hand, ‘fthe would keep him back, if .one
fingle thing fhould be found which refufed
to thed tears.  Upon this Hermode got up,
and BALDER re-condudting him out of the
palace, rtook off his ring of igold, and gave
it to convey to Odin as a token-of remem- '
brance. Nanna alfo fent Fnrrg't a golden
Die, and many other prefents. - Hermode
‘then fet out back ‘again for Afgard, and
as foon as he got thxthcr faithfully re-
ported to the Gods all he had feen and
heard.

The Gods, upon thxs, dlfpatchcd mef-
_fengers throughout the world, begging”of
- every thing to weep, in order to. deliver

Balder from Hell. -All things willingly
complied with this requett, both men, and.
beafts, and ftones, and trees, and metals,
and earth : and when all thefe wept toge-
ther, theeffe® was like as when there is a
univerfal thaw. Then the meflengers re-
tugned, cbncluding they had effeGtually
performed their commiffion: but as they
: L4 were
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wete travelling along, they

found, in %

cavern, an old witch, who called herfelf
Thek ; the meflengers having befought her
that the wonld be fo good as to fhed tears
for the deliverance of Balder; fhe anfwered
in verfes to this effe&,
¢ with dry eyes the funeral of Balder; Let
“ all things living: or dead 'weep if: thcy

o will But let ‘Hela keep her prey.’

<« Thok will weep

1t

was conjectured that this curfed witch muft
~-have been Lox e himfelf, who never ceafed

to do evil to the other Gods.

He was the

caufe “that Balder was {lain’; he was alfo
-the caufe that b*‘ could not be reftored to

life. 208

Balder, not haviffg the
good fortune to be flain
n battle, 'was obliged ta
go, like all thofe that

died of difeafes, to the
Saxe’

abode of DeaTH.
Grammaticas relates 'the
fame adventure, with fome
different circumftances,
(I.. 111, p. 43.) Which
feénis to prove that there
had pafled among the de-
ified Afiatics, fome event,
out of which the Poets
had compofed the Fable

we lave- ‘been  redding:

"REMARK ox 72 TWENTY-NINTHFABLE.

Loze and “Hera play
their part here very well.

~It-is a.cuftom, not yet

Jaid afide among the peo-
ple of the Dutchy of Slef-
wick, if ive ‘will believe
Arnkiely “to - perfonify
DEeaTH, and to give her
the name of Hell or Hzlz.
Thus, when they would _
fay thit a contagion rages
in anv place, they fay
that Heia walks there, or
Hela 1s come there; and -
thara man hath mage up:
the matter “with Hels;

© when,



when he is relieved from
a diftemper which was
judged to be mortal.
i“rom the fame word is
derived the prefent name

for the Infernal Region in

€ 153)

all the languages of Ger-
many ahd the north *,
Vide Arnkiel in Cimbria,
c.9. § 2.p. 55 Keyll, ,
Antiq. p. 180: tros

* In all the other Teutonic diale@ts, a3 well as in our Englifh, the
namefor it is Herx, or fome word derived from the fame roet, And
indeed Geranfon has gencrally rendered the name JHels, throuphbut this
Eppa, ot as our French author docs by the word Mors, or DeaTs, b2

by Infernum, HzLr,

)

0

THE
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THE THIRTIETH FABLE. °
The Flight of Loke.

T length the Gods being exafperated
againft Lok, he was obliged to fly

' and hide himfelf in the mountains: there
he built him a houfe open on four fides,
whence he could fee every thing that paffed
throughout the world. - Often in the day
time, he concealed himflf in the fhape of
a Salmon within the waters of a river,
where he employed himfelf in forefecing
and preventing whatever ftratagems the
Gods might employ to catch him there.
One day, as he was in his houfe, he took
thread or twine, and made nets of it, like
thofe which fithermen have fince invented.
In the mean time, Opin having difcovered,
from the height of his all-commanding
throne, the place whither Loke had retired,
repaired thither with the other Gods. But
Loke being aware of their approach, threw
his net with all fpeed into the fire, and ran
' to

3
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to conceal himfIf in the river. As Téon
2s_the }Gods got . there, Kuq/ér; wlao was
the. moft alftmgulfhed among t thum 2 for
is qmcknefs and, penctration, trace ont
m the het erpbexs tbe)veﬁfges and rcma,ms
of ‘the nct whxch had been burnt, and By
‘that. ‘means “found_‘dut Loi;es inventiom.
aving vmadc all “the  other Gods: remark
ithe famo| hmg they fet themfelves to weave
4 net after ‘the model - whxch\they faw. i im-~
printed in the afhes. 'This net, when fi-
nifhed, they threw into the water of the
river in which Loke had hid himfelf. Thor
‘held one end of the net, and all the Gods
together laid hold of the other, thus Jomtly
drawing it along the ftream. Neverthelefs,
Loke concealing > himfelf between'two ftones,
the net paffed over him without tﬁking
him; and the Gods only perceived that
fome living thing had touched the mefhes.
They caft it in a fecond time, after having
tied fo great a weight to ‘it, that it every
where raked the bottom’ of the ftream.
But Loke faved himfelf by fuddenly mouht-
ing up to the top of the water, and then
rplungmg in again, in a place where the
river formed 2 catara@, The Gods betook
themfelves afreth ‘towards that place, and
‘ divided. into two bands: Thor walking in
the water followed the net, which they
dragged thus to the very margin of the fea.
3 ) Then

1

-
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Then Loke perceived the danger that threat:
ned him, whether he faved himfelf in thé
fea; or whether he got back over the net.
However, he chofer the latter, and Icapcd
with all his might over the net: but Thor
running after him, caught him in his hand :
but for all this, being extremely flippery,
he had doubtlefs efcaped, had not Thor
held him faft by the tail; and this is the
reafon why Salmons have had their tails
ever fince fo fine and thin,

THE
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THE THIRTY-FIRST FABLE.

ke Punifbment of Loke.

OKE being thus taken, they dragged

him without mercy into a cavern.

The Gods alfo feized his children, 72/ and
Nari: the firft being changed by the Gods
into a favage beaft, tore his brother in pieces
and devoured him.* The Gods made of his
mteﬁmcs cords for Loke, tying him down
to three fharp ftones ; one of which preffed
his thoulder, the other his loyns, and the
third his hams. Thefe cords “were after-

wards changed into chains of iron.  Befides
thls, “Skada fufpended over his head a fer-
pent, whofe venom falls upon his face, drop
by drop.” "At the fame time his, wife,” Si-
guna, fits by his fide, and receiyes the dropq
as they fall, into'a ‘bafon, which the emp-
ties as often as it is filled. But while this
is domg, the venom falls upon Loke, which
makes him howl with horror, ‘and twift
his body about with fuch violence, that all
the earth is fhaken with it; and this pro-
duces what men call Earth- quakes There

will
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will, Loke remain in

irons till the I3t day

of the darknefs of the Gods.

“REMARKS ov TuE THIRTY-FIRST FABLE;

T ok having at length
tired out the patience jof
the Gods, they feize and
punith him. ‘This idea,
at the bottom, h‘at(l’}tpre_- :
vailed among alm all
the ancient nations; .bv.\xt
“they have each of them’
imbellithed it after: theic
own-manner. . One can-
ot doubt but, our Scan~,
dinavians - brought with
them from Afia thisbelief,
which appears to’ have
been. very widely, efta-
blifhed there from the ear-
lieft antiquity.  “In"'the
Baok of the pretended
prophecy of - Enoch, we
ind many particulats very
‘much referibling thefe of
-the Eppa. “The rebel
angels caufing inceffantly
_a thoufand diforders, God
commanded theArch-An-_
“gel, RAapHAEL, to bind
-hand’ and 'foot' on€ of the
principal -among thém;
named Azael; and. caft
“him into an obfcure place -

in‘adefert, there'to keep "

Lim: bound upon /fharp’
pointed flones to the Jafks;

‘A5 ¢ Onemaraliofafsly |

v

conjeéture that the fableg
‘of Prométheus, Typhon and
Eng’fa;lﬁs?‘z ir‘?‘ derived
from the fame original:
-whetlier ofgis to look for
this in the Hiftory of Holy
Wrrit, .mifynderfiood and
disfigured, ~or in other
forgotten events, or only
in thie antient cuftom of
concgakingall mftruQions
under thye veil of alléé@fﬁ;
a cultom ‘cgmmen in ‘all
nations, [while their rea- .
HAon’is hi)liigs)igfaggyz byt
peculiarly proper to-thole
of the éaft.’""As all the
diligence.'of 'the 'leatned
cannat fupply the want of
neceﬂ'qxly monuments, I
fhall - not-venture to do
more ‘than juft' barely
to point out-the principal
groupds: of their, conje¢-

“turés ; tp epumeratg them
‘all, to.weigh their Te-

fpe&ive merits, and' to

. apply eachiiof them to this

fable ofthe Eppa, would
be; a talk as laborious, as
difagreéable and ufelefs:
and for which very few of
my; readers would think
;h;x;&[gl_ygs:ob]igéd to.me.

THE
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THE THIRTY-SECOND FABLE.

Of the' Twilight-of the Gods.,

; ANGLER then inquired; What

‘ can you tell me concerning that day 2
Har replied; ' There are very many and
very notable circumftances which I can im-
part to.you. 'In the firft place, will come
the grand, ‘¢ the defolating’ Winter; dur-
ing which the fnow: will fall from the four
corners of the world : the froft will be very
fevere ;. the tempeft violent and dangerous ;
and, the Sun will ‘withdraw his beams.
Three fuch winters fhall pafs away, with-
out being foftened by one fummer. Three
others fhall follow, durmg which War and'
Difcord. "will fpread ' through the whole
globe. * Brothers, out of hatred, fhall kill
each other; no one ‘fhall fpare cither his
parent, or his child, or his relations. See
how it is defcribed in the VoLuspa ; « Bro-
“ thers becoming murderers, fhall ftain
4 themfelves w1th brothers blood km?}ieﬁ

] 1% a
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¢ fhall forget the ties of confanguinity 3
¢ Jife fhall become a burthen; adultery
s¢ fhall reign throughout the world. A.
¢ barbarous age! an age of fwords! an
«¢ age of tempefts! an age of wolves!
¢« The bueklers fhall be broken in pieces;
«¢-and thefe calamities fhall fucceed each
<« other till the world fhall fall te ruin.”
Then will happen fuch things as may well
be called Prodigies. The Wolf Fenris
will devour the Sun; a fevere lofs will it be
found by mankind. ~Another monfter will
carry off the Moon, and render her totally
ufelefs : the Stars (hall: fly away and vanith
from the heavens *: the earth and the
mountains fhall be feen v1oler1t1y aoxtated

the trees torn up from the earth by thc
roots ; the tottering hills to tumble head-
long from. their foundations; 3ll the chains
and irons: of . the prifpners to be broken
and dathed in picces. Then is the Wolf
Fenris let loofe; the fea ruthes 1mpetuouﬂy
over the earth, becaufe the great Serpent,

changed into a Spe&re, gains the thore.

The thip Naglefara is fet afloat : this veflel
is conftruéted of the nails of"dead men,
for which reafon great‘care fhould be taken

* Goranfon bas it, Stelle de calo cadunt.  See other
variations in his Latm Verfion; which feems, in fome
refpedts, more fpirited ‘than that of M. Mallet, here
followed. P
not
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not te die with unpared nails ; for he who
dies {o, fupplies materials towards the build-
ing of that veflel, which Gods and men
will with were finithed as late as poffible.
The Giant Rymer is the pilot of this veffel,
which thé fea breaking over its banks,
wafts along with it. The Wolf Fenris ad-
vancing, opens his enormous mouth ; his
lower jaw reaches to the earth, and his
upper jaw to the heavens, and would
reach ftill farther, were fpace itfelf found
to admit of it. The burping fire flathes
out from his eyes and noftrils. The Great
Serpent vomits forth floods of poifon ;
which overwhelm the air and the waters.
This terrible monfter places himfelf by the
fide of the Wolf. In this confufion the
heaven fhall cleave afunder; and by this
breach the Genii of Fire enter on horfe-
back. Surtur is at their head : before and
behind him fparkles a bright glowing fire.
His fword eutfhines the Sun itfelf. The
army of thefe Genii paffing on horfeback
over the bridge -of heaven, break it in
pieces : Thence they direct their courfe toa
plain ; where théy are joined by the Wolf
Fenris, and the Great Serpent. Thither
alfo repair Lok, and the Giant RyYMER,
and with them all the Giants of the Froft,
who follow Loke even to Death. The
Genii of Fire march firft in battle array,
forming a,moft brilliant fquadron on thi

Vor. I1. M plain;
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plain s which is an hundred degrees {quaré
on every fide. During thefe prodigies,
Heimpar, the door-keeper of the Gods,
rifes up; he violently founds his clanging
trumpet to awaken the Gods: who in-
ftantly aflemble. Then OpIN repairs to
the fountain of Mimzs, to confult what he
ought to do, he and his army. The great
Afh Tree of Ydrafil is fhaken; nor is any
thing in heaven or earth exempt from
fear and danger. The Gods are clad in
armour ; ODIN puts on his golden hel-
met, and his refplendent cuirafs; he grafps
his fword, and marches dire@ly againft the
Wolf Fenris. He hath THor at his fide : but
this God cannot affift him ; for he himfelf
fights with the Great Serpent. FRrEY en-
counters SURTUR, and terrible blows are
exchanged on both fides ; ’till Frey is beat
down ; and be owes his defeat to his having
formerly given his fword to his atténdant
Skyrner. ~That day alfo is let loofe the
dog named Garmer, who had hitherto been
chained at the entrance of a cavern. He
is a monfter dreadful even to the Gods; he
attacks- Tyr, and they kill each other.
‘Tuor beats down the Great Serpent to the
carth, but at the fame time recoiling back
nine fteps, he falls dead upon the fpot *,

* The Reader will obferve that our ingenious Au=
thor has reprefented this {fomewhat differently above,
* T

P, 133. Py
3 fuf-
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fuffocated with floods of venom, which the
Serpent vomits forth upon him. Obin is
devoured by the Wolf Fenris. At the
fame inftant Vinar advances, and prefling
down the monfter’'s lower jaw with his
foot, feizes the other with his hand, and
thus tears and rends him till he dies. Loxke
and Heimpair fight, and mutually kill
each other, - After that, SurRTuUR darts fire
and flame over all the earth; the whole
world is prefently confumed. See how this
is related in the Voruspa. ¢ Heimdal
¢¢ lifts up his crooked trumpet,, and founds
¢ it aloud. Odin confults the head of
¢ Mimis; the great Afh, that Afh fublime
¢ and fruitful, is violently thaken, and fends
“ forth a groan. The Giant burfts his
“ irons. What is doing nmong the Gods ?
¢ What is doing among the Genii? The
¢ land of the Giants is.filled with uproar:
¢« the Deities collect and affemble together.
“ The Dwarfs figh and groan before the
¢« doors of their caverns. Oh! ye inha-
“ bitants of the mountains; can you fay
¢ whether any thing will yet remain in
t exiftence? [The Sun is darkened; the
« earth is overwhelmed in the fea; the
¢ thining ftars fall from heaven ; a vapour,
mixed with fire, arifes: a vehement heat
prevails, even in heaven itfelf *.”] "

~
-

-
~

* The paffage in Brackets is given from the Latin
of Goranfon, being omitted by M. Mallet.  “L
‘ M2
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THE THIRTY-THIRD FABLE,

The Sequel of the Conflagration of the World.

N hearing the preceding relation,
Gangler atks, What will remain af-
ter the world fhall be confumed ; and after
Gods, and Heroes, and Men fhall perith ?
For .I underftood by you, adds he, that
mankind were to exift for ever in am-
other world. = Thridi replies, After all
thefe prodigies, there will fucceed many
new abodes, fome of which will be agree-
able and others wretched: but the beft
manfion of all, will be Gimle (or HEAVEN)
where all kinds of liquors fhall be quaffed
in the Hall called Brymer (a), fituated in
the country of Okolm. That is alfo a moft
delightful palace which is upon the moun-~
tains of Inda *, and which is built of fhining
gold. In this palace good and juft rmen
fhall abide. 1n Naffrande (i. e. the fhore
of the dead) there is a vaft and direful
ftrutture, the portal of which faces the
.. This and the preceding names are very different
in the Edit'on of Goranfon, . s
S : north,
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north. © It is compiled of nothing but the
carcafes of Serpents, all whofe heads are
turned towards the infide of the buildingf
there they vomit forth fo much venom,
that it forms a long river of poifon:*and
in this float the perjured and the murderers ;
as is faid in thofe verfes of the Voruspa :
¢ I know that there is in Nafirande, an
¢ abode remote from the Sun, the gates
¢ of which look towards the north ; there
¢ drops of poifon rain through the win-
¢« dows, It is all built of the carcafes of
‘¢ ferpents. There, in rapid rivers, fwim
«¢ the perjured, the affaflins, and thofe who
¢¢ feek to feduce the wives of others: In an-
¢¢ other place, their condition is ftill worfe ;
‘¢ for a wolf, an all-devouring monfter,
¢ perpetually torments the bodies who are
¢ fent in thither (8).” Gangler refumes
the difcourfe, and fays, Which then are
the Gods that.fhall furvive? Shall they all
perifh, and will there no longer be a hea-
ven nor an earth ? Har replies, There will
arife out of the fea, another earth moft
lovely and delightful : covered it will be
with verdure and pleafant fields: there the
grain fhall {pring forth and grow of itfelf,
without cultivation. Vipar and VALE
thall alfo furvive, becaufe neither the flaod,
nor the black conflagration fhall do them
any harm, They fhall dwell in the plains ~

M 3 of
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of Ida; where was formerly.the'refidence
‘of the Gods. The fons of Thor, MopEt
and MacNE repair thither : thither come
Barper and Hopkewr, from the manfions
of ‘the dead. They fit down and converfe
together ; they recal to mind the adverfities
they have formerly undergone.” 'They af-
terwards find among the grafs, the golden
Dice *, which the” Gods -heretofore- made
ufe of. * And here be it obferved, that while
the fire devoured all things, two perfons of
the human race, one male and the other
female, named Lsf and Liftbrafer, lay con-
cealed under an hill.© They feed on the
dew, and propagate fo abundantly, " that
the earth is foon peopled with a new race
of mortals. “What you' will think fill
more wonderful is, that Sunua (the Sun)
before it is devour'd by the 'Wolf Fenr1s,
fhall have brought forth 2 daughger aslovely
and as refplendant as herfelf; and who thall
go in the fame track formerly trode by her
mother : according as it is defcribed in
thefe verfes : <« The brilliant ‘monarch of
¢ Fire 4 fhall beget an only' daughter, be-

<« fore

* Goranfon renders it Crepidas, ¢ Sandals.” -But
M. Mallet’s Verfion is countenanced by Bartholin.
Deaurati orbes alestorij, p. 597. - FABRRE RS <
"+ There feems to be a defeét or ambiguity in the Ori-
ginal here, which has occafioned a ftrange confufion of
genders, both in the French of M. Mallet, and the Latin

S e - { : Vers
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< fore the Wolf commits his devaftation,
« This young Virgin, after the death of the
¢ Gods, will purfue the fame track as her
<€ parent (c).”

Now, continues Har, If you have any
new queftions to afk me, I know not who
can refolve you; becaufel have never heard
of any one who can relate what will hap-
pen in the other ages of the world : 1 ad-
vife you therefore to remain fatisfied with
my relation, and to preferye it in your me-
mory.

Upon this, Gangler heard a terrible:
noife all around him; he looked every
way, but could difcern nothing, except a
vaft extended plain. He fet out therefore
on his return back to his awn- kingdom;
where he related all that he had feen and
heard : and ever fince that time, this rela-
tion hath been handed down among the
people by Oral Tradition (D).

Verfion of Goranfon. The former has ¢ Le Rot
¢ brillant du feu engendrera wne fille unique avant que
¢ detre englouti par le loup 5 cette fille fuivra le traces de
€ SA MERE, dpres la mort des dieux.” The latter,
Unicam filiam genuit rubicundiffimus ILLE REX antiguam
EuM Fenris devoraverit; que curfura eft, mortuis Diis,
viam MATERNAM. I have endeavoured toavoid this,
by exprefiing the paflage in moge general terms, T

M4 $in B
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REMARKS on tHE TWo LAsT FABLES.

Had the Eppa had no
other claim to our regard,
than as having preferved
to us the opinions and
do&trines of the ¢ ancient
¢ northern nations *’ on
that important fubje&, an
exiftence “after this life,
it would have merited,
even on that account, to
have been preferved from
oblivion. And really on
this head it throws great
lighton Hiftory : whether
we confider that branch
of it which principally
regards the afcertainment
of falls; or that which
devotes itfelf rather to
trace the different revolu-
tions of manners and o-
pinions.. Such as are
only fond of the former
fpecies of Hiftory, will
find in thefe concluding
Fables, the. principles of
that wild enthufiaftic cou-
rage which animated the
ravagers of the Roman
Empire, and conquerors
of ‘the greateft part of
Europe.  Such as inter-
<ft themfelves more in the
latter, will fee (not with-
out pleafure and aftonith-

® Lgs Celts,  Fr, Orig,

ment) a people whom
they were wont to confi-
der as barbarous and un-

“cultivated, employed in

deep and fublime fpecu-
lations 5 proceeding in
them more conclufively,
and coming, poffibly,
much nearer to the end,
than thofe celebrated na-
tions who have arrogated
to themfelves an exclufive
privilege to reafon and
knowlege.

I have be_fo‘re obferved,
that ¢ the philofophers of
¢ the north 4 confidered
nature as in 2 ftate of per-
petual iabour and war-
fare. Her ftrength was
thus continually walting
away by little and little ;
and her approaching dif-
folution could not but be-

‘come every day more and

more perceptible. At laft,
a confufion of the feafons,
with a long and preter-
natural winter, were to
be the final marks of her
decay. ‘The moral world
is to be no lefs difturbed
and troubled than the na-
tural. ‘The voice of dy-
ing Nature will be ng

o Les Celtess Fr.
longer
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longer heard by ‘man,
Her fenfations being wea-
kened, and as it were,
totally extinct, fhall leave
the heart a prey to cruel
and inhuman paffions.
‘Then will all the ‘male-
volent and hoftile powers,
“whom. the Gods have
heretofore with much diffi-
culty confined, burft their
chains, and fill the uni-
verfe with diforder and
confufion. The hoft of
Heroes from VALHALL
fhall in vain attempt to
affift and fupport the
Gods ; for though the lat-
ter will deftroy their ene-
mies, they will neverthe-
lefs fall along with them :
that is, in other words,
In that great day all the
‘inferior Divinities, whe-
ther good or bad, fhall fall
in one great confli& back
again into the bofom of
the Grand Divinity ; from
whom all things have
proceeded, as it" were
¢manations of his effence,

and who will furvive ajt
things. ~ After this, the
world becomes a prey to
flames : which are, howe~
ver, deftined rather to pu-
rify than deftroy it; fince
it afterwards makes its
appearance again more
love]y, more pleafant, and
more fruitful than be-
fore. Such, in a few
words, Is the doctrine
of the Eppa, when dj-
vefted of ‘all thofe poetj-
cal and allegorical orna-
ments, which are only
accidental to it. One
fees plainly enough, that
the poem called Voruspa

‘hath been the text, of

which this Fable is the
comment : fince in reality
the fame ideas, but ex-
prefled with a fuperior
pomp and ftrength, are
found in that old poem.
It may perhaps afford
fome pleafure to perufe
the following extrads,

‘given literally from the

tranflation of Bartholin ¥,

<« THE Giant Rymer atrives from the eaft, car-
¢ ried in a chariot : the ocean fwells : the Great Ser-
<¢ pentrolls himfelf furioufly in the waters, and lifteth
¢ up the fea, The eagle fcreams, and tears the dead

* Vid. Cavsz Contempree & Danis Mortis, 4to, 1689. Lib. t1. cap. 14.

Pe 597 & feq.
¥rench Verfion of our author.

Y

1 have sather followed the Latin of Bartholin, than the
T.

¢ bodies
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£ bodies with his horrid beak. The veflel of the
s« Gods is fet afloat. ;

¢¢ The veflel comes from theeaft: the hoft of Evil
¢ Genii t arrives by fea: Loke is their pilot and di-
« rector. 'Their furious fquadron advances, efcorted
“ by the Wolf Fenris: Loke appears with them 1.

<¢ The black prince of the Genii of Fire § iffues
s forth from the fouth, furrounded with flames: the
<< fwords of the Gods Beam forth rays like the Sun,
< The rocks are thaken, 'and fall to p:eces. The fe-
¢t male Giants wander about ¢ weeping.” Men tread
¢ in crowds the paths of death, ‘The heaven is fplit
¢¢ afunder.

¢¢ New grief for the Goddefs who defends Odin,
¢¢ For Odin advances to cncounter Fenris; the fnow-
< white flayer of Bela |, againft the ¢ black’ prince
¢ of the Genil of Fire *,  Soonis the fpoufc of an
¢ beaten down.

¢ Then runs Vidar, the illuftrious fon of Odin, to
¢ avenge the death of his father, He attacks the
¢ murderous monfter, that monfter born of 2 Giant 5
¢ and with his fword he pierces him to the heart.

»

-

¢¢ The Sun is darkened: the fea overwhelms the
¢ earth: the fhining ftars vanifh out of ' heaven: the
¢ fire furioufly rages: the ages draw to an end : thc
¢ flame afcending, licks the vault of heaven,”

a o on

t Mufpelli Incole. Bartholin.
1 A ftanza is here omitted, being part of whatis quoted above in the
3zd fable, p. 63 : as alfo one or two flanzas below. ° Y
§ Surtur. IMland. orig.—The reader will obferve fome vznmuns be-
tween the verfion here, and that given of this fame tlann inp. 13 thty
are owing to the different readings of the criginal. Y %.
. Frev, # Sc, SurTuUR,

Many

:
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Many other picces of
poetry might be quoted
to thew, that the Scandi-
navians had their minds
full of all thefe ‘prophe-
cies, “and that they laid
great ftrefs upon them.
But the generality of rea-
ders may poflibly " rather
take my word for it than
be troubled with longer
extrads. It will be of
more- importance to re-
mark, that what we have
been reading is, for the
moft part, notling elfe,
but the doétrine of ZENO
and ‘the Stoics. - This
remarkable:’ refemblance
hath never beén properly
confidered, and highiyde-
ferves & difcufficn. -
* The ‘ancients univer-
fally ‘aflure’ us, that the
Stoic philofophy eftablifh-
ed the’exiftence of an
cternal divinity, diffufed
through and pervading all
nature 3 and being, as it
were, thé foul’ and pri-
mum mobile of matter.
From this divinity,: pro-
ceeded ' as emanations
from his effence, together
with the world, certain
- intelligences ordained to
govern under his direc-
tions, and who were to
undergo the fame revolu-
tions as the world itfelf

100 :
.

until the day appointed
for the renovation of
this univerfe.’ ' The fires
concealed in the veing
of the earth, never ceafe
to dry up the moifture
contained therein, and
will, in the "end, fet
it all on flames. ¢ A
¢ time will come, fays
SENECA, ‘when the
world, ripe for a re-
novation, * fhall  be
wrapt in flames ; when
the’ oppofite powers
{hall in. confliét mutu-
ally deftroy each other;
when the conftellations
thall dafh together:
¢ and when the whole
¢ univerfe, * plunged in
¢ the fame common fire,
¢¢ fhall be confumed to
<< afhes.” ' (Senec. Con-
fol. ad Marciam. * cap.
ult.) “This general de-
ftruétion was to be pre-
ceded” by an inundation:
And in this refpe&, the
Eppa’ perfedtly --agrees
with Zeno. SENECA treats
this fubje@ of & future
deluge at large, in his
Queft. Natural. Lib. 3.
c. 29. which he afferts
muft contribute to purify
and prepare the earth for
a new race of inhabitants,
more innocent and vir-
tuous than the prefent.
o But

<
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But the eonfummation Thefc verfes of Seneca’s
of ‘the world by fire, was  kinfman Lucan are well
the point moft flrongly  known.
infifted on by the Stoics.

————<¢ Has popules fi nunc non ufferit Ignis,
¢ Uret cum terris, uret cum gurgite ponti ;
¢ Communis Munds fupereft Rogus.”

That is, < I F thefe people 2re not as yet ‘to perifh
« by fire ; the time will neverthelefs come when they
¢ fhall be confumed along with the Earth and the
¢« Sea: the whole world will become one common
< funeral pile.” :

But the firongeft proof

of the agreement between

thefe two fyftems is this,
that the deftruction of the
world will involve in it

NECA the Tragedian, in
moft clear and precife
terms, in thofe remark-
able verfes, which I have
already quoted in the firft

Volume, p. 115. and
which I fhall again repeat
here,

that of the Gods; that is
to fay, all thofe created
or inferior Divinities.

This is exprefled by Sg-

Fam jam legibus sbrutis

Mundo cum veniet dies

Aufiralis Polus obruet

Quicquid per Libyam jacet . , 3

Arétous Polus obruet

Quicquid fubjacet axibus ;

Amiffum trepidus polo

Titan excutiet diem,

Cerli Regia concidens

Ortus atque Obitus trabet,

Atque OMNEs PARITER DEos
. PERDET MORS ALIQUA, £

s Chaos, &c. Hercul. Oet, ver. 1102,

i.e. ““ When the:laws of nature fhall be buried in
¢ ruin, 2nd the laft day of the world fhall come, the
¢ fouthern pole fhall crufb, as it falls, all the regions
¢ of Afica. The north pole fhall overwhelm all the

¢ coun-
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€ countries beneath it’s axis. The affrighted Sun fhall
<= be deprived of its light; the palace of heaven fali~
¢ ing to decay, fhall produce at once both life and
¢¢ death, and fome KIND OF DISSOLUTION SHALL IN
¢ LIKE MANNER SEIZE ALL THE DEITIES, and they
¢ fhall return into their original chaos, &c.”

In another place, Se-
NEcA explains what he
means by this Death of
the Gods. They were
not to be abfolutely anni-
hilated ; but to be once
more re-united, b]y diffo-
lution, to the foul of the
world § being refolved and
melted into that intelli-
gence of fire, into that
eternal and univerfal prin-
ciple, - frcm which they
had originally been ema-
nations. - It was, with-
out doubt, in this fenfe
alfo that our northern
philofophers - underftood
the matter. We' may,
from analogy, fupply this
circumftance with the
greater confidence, as the
poets have been ever more
attentive to adorn and ém-
bellifh  the received doc-
trines, than to deliver
them with precifion. But
laftly, what muft render
this parallel more gom-
pleat and ftriking, is, that
according to the fchool of
Zeno, no lefs than in
the Icelandic prophecies,

.

this tremendous fcene is
fucceeded by a new crea-
tion, evidently drawn in
the fame colours by both.

The world, fays Sk-
NECA, being melted and
re-entered into the bofom
of Jupiter, this God con~
tinues for fome time to«
tally concentered in him=~
felf, and remains conceal-
ed, as it were, wholly
immerfed in the contem~
plation of his own ideas *
Afterwards we fee a néw
world fpring from hin,
perfe& in all its parts;
animals are produced *a-
new; an innocent race
of men are formed under
more favourable aufpices,
in order to people this
earth, the worthy abode
of virtue. In fhort, the
whole face of Nature be-~
comes more pleafing and
lovely.  (Senecc. Epift. g.
& Quezlt. Nat. L. 3. c.
ult.)

The Eppa gives us
the fame defcriptions in
other words." They like-
wife occur in the poem

of
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of the Voruspa, above = cuous in the following
quoted ; and the fame flanzas from the fame
dottrine is very confpi- - piece 1.

« THEN?” (i e. after the death of the Gods;
and the conflagration of the world) ¢ we fee emerge
s from the bofom of the waves, an earth cloathed
« with a moft lovely verdure. The flaods retire : the
<¢ eagle foars wherefoever he lifts, and feizes his fithy
¢ prey on the tops of the mountains,

¢¢ The fields produce their fruits without culture 5
¢t misfortunes are banithed from the world, Balder
¢¢ and his brother ||, thofe warrior Gods, return to
¢ inhabit the ruined palaces of Odin. Do ye con-
¢¢ ceive what will then come to pafs? *

_ ¢ The Gods affemble in.the fields of Ida; they
¢ difcourfe together concerning the. heavenly palaces,
¢ whofe ruins are before them: they recollect their
¢ former converfations, and the ancient difcourfes of
¢¢ Odin, '

< A palace more refplendant than the Sun rifes to
¢¢ view; it is adorned with a roof of gold: there the
¢ affemblies of good men fhall’ inhabit; and give
¢¢ themfelves up to joy and pleafure, throughout all
¢ ages.”

The diftance between

fent, when commerce and
Scandinavia and thofe

books lend wings to opi-

countries where the Stoic
philofophy prevailed, is
certainly great, and muft
have been greater ftill in
former ages than the pre-

nions, and diffufe them in
afhort time thro’ theworld.
On the other hand, the
fyftem now under con-
fideraticn is not fuch as

T Vid. Bartholin, ubi fupra, p. 596. where the original and a literal
Latin Verfion may be feen ; our Franch author has only felected fome of
the flanzas, which he has taken the liverty to tranfpofe, T.

{| Hodes,

all



(175)

all men would arrive at
by meer dint of reflec-
tion. It appears then
probable, that all thofe
who adopted it, muft have
had it from the fame
hands; namely, from the
eaftern philofophers, and
more particularly from
the Perfians. And hiftory
affords a fanion to this
conje&ture, We know
that the Scandinaviaps
came from fome country
of Afia. Zeno, who
was born in Cyprus, of
Phznician parents, bor-
rowed in all probability
the principal tenets of his
dodlrine from the philo-
fophers of the eaft. This
do&rine was in many re-
fpeds the fame with that
of the Magi. Zoroas-
TRE had taught that the
confli& between Oromaf-
des and Arimanes 5 (i. e.
Light and Darknefs, the
Good and Evil Principle)
thould continue till the
laft day; and that then
the Good Principle fhould
be re-united to the fu-
preme God, from whom
it had firt iflued: the
Evil fhould be overcome
and fubdued ; darknefs
thould be deftroyed, and
the world, purified by an

.

univerfal  conflagration,
fhould become a luminous
and thining abode, into
which Evil thould never
more be permitted to en-
ter. (Vid. Briicker Hift,
Crit. Philof, Vol. I. Lib.
2. €. 3.)

Arts, Scienees and Phi-
lofophy have heretofore
taken their flight from
eaft to weft. The doc-
trine of the renovation of
the world was current
among fome of the Celtic
nations long ere ObiIn
migrated from Afiatic
Scythia into the north.
OrpHEUs had taught it
among the Thracians,
according to Plutarch and
Clemens Alexandrinus 3
and we find traces of it
in verfes attributed to that
ancient bard. The Greeks
and Romans had alfo fome
idea of it ; but the great-
eft part of them did not
adopt the whole compleat
fyftem, but were content
to detach from it, what
regarded the conflagration
of the world, in order to
augment the confufed and
incoherent mafs of their .
own religious opinions.

I muft not finith this
note, without juftifying
the length of it: one

word
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word will be fufficient. EDDA, have beeti confes
Some of thé points of crated by Kevelation.
do&rine which I have Here follow fome of the
been difplaying after the principal paffages :

/
<« BUT tlie heavens and the earth which are now,
¢ are referved unto fire againft the day of judgment
¢ and perdition of ungodly men.” (2 Pet. ch. iii.

ver. 7.)

“7The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
< night, in the which the heavens thall pafs away with
¢ a great noife, ‘and the elements fhall melt with fer-
¢« vent heat, and the earth alfo, and the works that
<¢ are therein fhall be burnt up.” (Ver. 16.) ¢ Ne-
<« verthelefs we look for new heavens and a new earth,
¢¢ wherein dwelleth tighteoufnefs.” (Ver. 13.)

¢« THEN?” (i.e. in the laft day) ¢ fhall many be
«¢ offended, and fhall betray one another, and fhalt
<¢ hate one another.” (Mat. ch. xxiv. ver. 10.}
<, And becaufe iniquity fhall abound, the love of many
<« fhall wax cold.” (Ver. 12.)

¢ But in thofe days, after that tribulation, the Sun
¢ fhall be darkened, and the Moon fhall not give her
< light: and the Stars of heaven {hall fall, and the
¢¢ powers that are in heaven fhall be thaken.”  (Mark,
ch. xiii. ver. 24, 25.)

« And ther¢’ fhall be figns in the Sun and in the
¢ Moon and in the'Stars; and upon the earth diftrefs
¢¢ of nations with perplexity ; the fea and waves roar-
¢ ing; mens hearts failing them for fear.” (Luke,
ch, xxi. ver. 25, 26.) * y

-~

The Apocalyp(e addsother circumftances to the above
defeription. 2 Yok

¢ AND lo ! (i. e. in the terrible day of the anger
of the Lord) ¢¢ thete was a great earthquake : and the
¢ Sun became black as fackcloth of hair, and the
“ Moon became as blood ; and the Stars of heaven

¢ fell unto the carth, And the heaven departed a3 a
¢ fcrowl
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& ferow] when it is rolled together; and evéry thouf-
“¢ tain and ifland were roved out of their places,”
(Rev. ch. vi. ver. 12, 13, 14.) <

¢ And thefe was war in heaven; Michael and
¢ his Angels fought againft the Dragon : and the .
¢ Dragon fought and his Angels; and prevailed
@ not, neither was their place found any more
¢ in heaven. And the great Dragon was caft out,
« that old" Serpent, called the Devil and Satan,
¢ which deceiveth te whole world : he wis caft out
¢¢ into the earth, and his Angels were caft out with
¢ him. 'And I heard a loud voice faying in heaven,
¢ Now is come falvation and firength, and the king-~
¢¢ dom of our God, ard the power of kis Chrift: for
¢ the accufer of ‘our brethren is caft down, whick
¢ accufed thein béfore our God day and night!”
(Rev. ch. xii. ver. 75 8, 9, 10.)
¢« And I faw an Angel come down from heaveny
¢¢ having the key of the bottomlefs pit; and 2 great
¢¢ chain ip his hand : and he laid hold on the Dragon,
¢ that old Serpent, which is the Devil and Satan,
¢ and bound lim. . . +. And I faw the fouls of them
¢ that were beheaded for the witnefs of Jefus; and
¢ for the Word of God. .. .. And they l<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>